Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



lilBmABT 







TILLAGE 



DIALOGUES, 



SXTWBU 



FAICnEl^ UTTLEWORTU, THOMAS NEW^UN^REV. iSSfL. 

LOVEGOOD. AND OTHERS. 

* 

BEV. ROWLAND h|EL, £M^ 




-V ^ 



VROM TBS \t^ ^'^ , 






f\ ; 



jaOBXEENTH LQ^rPON EiXmi^i^ ^ ^,/^ 




WITH 



APDinONAL DLkLOGUES. 

JN THUBS VOLXniBa* 

I 

■ I 

VOL. ra. , 

eaiBeLUSHBD with VlONETTSff^ 



jraBU0KEI> BY JOHNSTONS tft VAN NbSDEN; 

irO. 136 CBXRRT-8TBSST. 

1836. 



V,3 



V 






CONTENTS* 



P 



VOLUME Of. 

XXXII. Tbe bappy Marriaga 5 

XXXIII. Mn. Cldpiiiaii's Retuni ..... 23 

XXXIV. Character of Mr. Fribble .... 41 
XXXy. Sectarian Bigotry exposed • • • . 67 

XXXVI. On improper MarriagiBa ..... 96 

XXXVII. Antinomianism Unmasked . . • . 113 
XXXVIII. Same subject continued 130 

XXXIX. Death of Mr. Merryman * 166 

XL. Same sulject continued ..... 172 

XLI. Death and Funeral of Mr. Merryman 191 

XLII. Same subject continued ..... 205 

XLIII. Enthusiasm detected 217 

XLIV. The Rake's Progress, Disgrace and 

Ruin .237 

XLV. Prison Meditations 253 

XLVI. Same subject eontinued 263 

XLVII. Beneyolence triumphant ..••,. 293 

I 



DIRECTION FOR THfi BINDER TO PLACE 

THE VIGNETTES. 



TOLUME in. 



Hn. Chipman's Return, to fitce page , ... * 33 
Fiinerai of. Mr. Henyman 194 



DIALOGUE XXXII. 



IVIR. WORTHY AND FAMILY, MR. CONSIDERATE, AND 

THOMAS NEWMAN. 



THE HAPPY MARRIAGE. 

ACCORDING to the hint gven in the formelp Dia- 
logue, the reader must now be informed, that 
two days » after Mr. Lovegood's return from the 
liovely's, the intended union between Mr. Meiryman 
a.nd Miss Worthy took place. As the reporter of 
these events was not at the wedding, much information 
from him cannot be expected on that subject. From 
the feelings of female delicacy, it was the wish of 
Miss Worthy that the marriage should be solemni- 
zed with all possible secrecy ; and in order to ac- 
complish this, the family went to the church with Mr. 
Worthy and Mr. Lovegood, apparently with a de- 
sign to see about a gallery that was erecting for the 
children of the sunday school, and some other accom- 
modations, that the poor might be better seated, who 
so plentifully crowd the aisles. And while the car- 
penters were gone to their breakfast, old Andrew 
Snuffle, the Clerk, was ordei*ed to attend at a mo- 
ment's warning, and then the marriage ceremony 
•was peformed. They next retii*ed to Brookfield 
Hall, when a very appropriate prayer for a blessing 
on the union, was offered up by Mr. Lovegood. 

Though this event was thus performed in secret, 
yet it was not t^e wish of the- family that it should be 
kept a secl^t. Old Andrew went directly to the ring- 
ers, who began gingling tiie bells its well as they 
could J though one of them being cracked, and ano^ 
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6 DIALOGUE XXXII. 

ther of them having lately lost its clapper, the music 
of the steeple was but a coarse exhibition of the peo- 
ple's joy. Seldom had Mr. Lovegood an ill word 
from any of his parishioners ^ but on this event the 
ringers were almos|; angry witii him for having oppos- 
ed the repair of the bells ; but he well knew, that this 
sort of music was frequently a temptation to disor* 
derly conduct. Mr. Worthy was also of the same 
opinion, being entirely satisfied that a better set of 
bells could never be wanted to call the people to 
public worship, while the best heU m the Church, (re- 
ferring to the pulpit,) was so thoroughly sounds and 
had in it such an eocceUe/ni dapper, to charm the 
ears and hearts of all, who had grace ta attend on 
its melodious sound. 

Mr. Worthy therefore, having sent to the ringers 
the accustomed compliment, requesting them and the 
rest of the inhabitants of the village, to keep the tes- 
timony of their joy within proper limits, on that hap- 
py event, e^)ecially as the bride and bridegroop 
were going off for Sandover directly ; and that if 
they would wait for their return in about a fortnight, 
when Ihey were to come and pass a few days at 
Brookfleld Hall, he would then, on the condition of 
their orderly behaviour, invite them to partake of a 
mairriage feast at his own house ; and as a word from 
Mr. Worthy, was always a law throughout the vil- 
lage. Many cheerful blessings were pronounced on 
the union, all having one and the same wish, that the 
family of the Worthys might be built up in all its 
collateral branches ; and liiat from age to age, they 
might be a blessing to the country, wherever " the* 
bounds of their habitations might be fixed.'' 

Though tlie precise time of this intended union was 
known to none at Sandovca* but Mr. Merryman's 
servants, yet immediately on their arrival, though in 
the evening of the day, the event soon transpired 
through all the neighbourhood ; and Mr. Merryman 
had scarcely finished his family prayer, when they 
were saluted with the following hymn, accompanied 
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with insti*umental music, and sung by some of his 
affectionate parisfaionersy in the court yard of his 

rectory house. 

I 

i. THE HYMN. 

f 

In Paradise Hheicff began, 
When male, and femak-both werecme; 
Their hearts entwinM in mutual love, 
Their mutual joy was love alone. 

But ah ! lamented be the day, 
When man forsook the God of love ; 
TiU Christ the second Adam came, 
And brought salvation from above. 

Invited to the marriage feast. 
The Holy Saviour grac'd the day ; 
There his first miracle he wrought. 
That thence ^e might his power display. 

Let this fond pair, enrich'd with grace, 
Like clusters rich from Canaan's vine, 
Be bless'd with all his love and power. 
Who turn'd the water into wine. 

Witness their marriage, dearest Lord, 
Emblem of thy uniting grace ; 
One with each other, one with thee, 
For ever bless them, " Prince of Peace.'' 

Upon the bridal pair look down. 
Who now have plighted heart and hands, 
Their union with thy favour crown, 
And bless, O bless, die nuptial bands. 

With gifts and grace their hearts endow, 
Of sdl rich dowries far the best : 
Their substance bless, and peace bestow, 
And that shall sweeten all the rest. 

True helpmates in the heavenly road, 
O may they tread the paths of life ! 
Those peaceful paths so far remote, 
From sdl the in^ed ways of strife. 

As Isaac and Rebecca gave 
A pattern mild, and chaste and kind ; 
So may this new-met couple live 
As one^ in constant union join'd. 
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Many were inquisitive to know from whence these 
good people procured their poetry, while some were 
of opinion that it was the production of Mr. Love- 
good, written on a former marriage occasion, and 
which had got into circulation by having been trans- 
cribed by different persons : yet others judged that 
it was somewhat below the general pitch of his poet- 
ry and that it might more probably have been the 
production of a Mrs. Rhymer, who lived in those 
parts, and to whom Mr. Merryman's ministry had 
been made very useful. But that we may deal upon 
uncertainties and conjectures no longer, the reader 
shall have other particulars in a dialogue, which 
took place between Mr. Worthy and family, and our 
old favourite Thomas Newman, who had be^i to 
Sandover -with his eldest daughter Betty, the day 
aftel* the marriage, that sh^ might attend as as a ser- 
vant on Mrs. Merryman ; and where Thomas him- 
self had been detained, that he might help Mr. Mer- 
ryman with a little of his advice, as it respected the 
management of his glebe, and some other tittle hus- 
bandry concerns, which he now found necessary to 
undertake upon bis settlement in a family way. 



[Thomas is introduced.] 

* 

Tho. Your servant your honour ; I have a letter 
to your honour, fr6m Madam Merryman. 

[Mr. Worthy reads the letter, and hands it to Mrs# 
Worthy.] 

Wot. Well Thomas, I perceive my daughter and 
her husband are very well — sit down, I wadt to 
have some conversation with you about them. 

Tho. With your honourfs leave, I had rather stand. 
I should be ashamed to sit down before your honour. 

Wbr. Nay, nay, Thomas, you must sit down ; I 
shall have many questions to ask, and you must be 
tired ; for you have had along walk from Sandover. 

[After much persuadion, Thomas sits down at a 
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fliodest <bsiaiice from Ma honour ; for Thomas readi? 
his Bibki aild that directs him to <' give honour to 
whom hoBour is due ;'^ while the truly^ honourable 
Mr. Wcnrthy , is as wisely instructed to ^ condescend 
to men of krvr estate/*] 

Wot. Well, and what do the people of Sandover 
think of Mr. Merryman^ fi»* having tdcen my daugh* 
ter away from me ? 

Tho. Ah dear, your honour ! why the pe<^le at 
Sainlover are deUghten to admiration at ttjK^ Inatch. 

Mrs. Wcr. I am glad they are Thomas^ I am 
thoroughly persuaded my daughter will do all in her 
power to make a good wife, and a ^Ood minister's 
wife. 

1*0. Why Madam, the very day after her mar- 
riage, she went with that dear gentlenian,, and for 
sure he is a precious soul ! and visited evei^ n^^ many 
poor folk about the parish, and gave something 
wherever she went. 

Mrs. Wor. She told us, that she should want no 
jRne wedding clothes in going to Sandover : and that 
she had rather, when she came there, lay out that 
money among the poor, that she might put a little 
decent clothing on their badLS, &r that tiiey needed 
it more than what she did. 

Hho. Why Madam, I never saw people so happy 
in aD my ftora iafs^ as the people at Sandover were, 
when they saw such a humble good young lady^ walk- 
ing about in such a plain way and dress ; while some 
foolish, proud /dfe supposed that your honour would 
have sent her home in a coach and six, and that there 
should have been bonfires, and nobody knows what 
finei. things besides; 

Wot. Indteed Thomas, had we acted such a part, 
the old prov^rti had been true against us, '< A fool 
and his money are soon parted.^' But I hope my 
daught»* will prove a v^nry useful helpmate to that 
good young minister. 

Th0. »Las ycwr hmiour, you cannot tell how they 
talk of Mr. Merryman all t^e parish over, and what 

1* ^ 
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stories the people tell of his hulable, ftBd good na^ 
tured ways : though 'Squire Wild, that lives in his 
parish, never comes to hear him ; but orders that his 
pew* should be locked up, that none of the poor peo« 
pie, who come from far, should go into his pew : and 
so good Mr. Merryman has ordered a pair of steps 
to be made, that people may get over into flie 'Squire's 
pew, because he did not chuse to break the lock ; but 
he says nobody has a right to lock up their pews, if 
they won't come there themselves. And so the people 
can get over very well, and then the rest of the poor 
people sit upon the steps. 'Squire Wild was great 
enough with Mr. Merryman, while they were all 
living together in the same wicked way ; and now 
and then he would come to Church, but he would do 
nothing but laugh and jeer with Madam Wild and his 
daughters all the time : and now he says every thing 
tha4: he can think of, against Mr. Merryman, poor 
dear young gentleman ! 

Wor. That is not at all to be wondered at Thomas, 
while ^^the carnal mind is enmity against Grod.'^ 
But Mr. Merryman is quite in the right of it, no fa- 
mily should lock up a pew if they do not fill it them- 
selves : though he does very wisely in opposing bad 
measures with as much mildness as he can. But did 
not the people want to be feasted upon the occasion ? 

Tlw^ Oh no your honour ! Mr. Merryman said he 
should make no feast but for the poor : and so he 
sent five guineas to the bakers, to be given away 
among such poor, as he and the overseers might think 
fit. 

War, Only five guineas Thomas ! 

Tlu). Why your honour, I thought that was a des- 
perate big sum; but then he ordered five guineas 
more be sent to the butchers, that a bit of meat might 
be given to every poor man, tiiiat was to have the loaf 
of bread. His heart is won^rfuUy set on doing good. 

War. Why Thomas, the only proof that we are 
good, is when we are enabled by Ihe grace of God to 
do good : every tree is known alone by its fruits. 
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But Mr.Merrymaii tells us he kept you all Friday 
and Saturday^ talking about his little husbandry af* 
fairs, and that he would make you stop over the Sun- 
day ; how did poor Betty do without you all the time ? 

Tho» Why to be sure, Betty and I nev^ were so 
long away from each other since we have been mar- 
ried, and now it is fourteen years, come a fortnight 
aflter next Mapleton fair day. It seemed to us a 
longful time to be apart i and we both of us found it 
desperate hard work to part with our poor daughter ; 
but there she is gone to a charming place ; and 
young Madam Merryman takes to her wonderfully* 
The Lord bless the child, and give her grace ! 

Wof. Aye Thomas, that sets all right, and keeps 
all right : but how is it that you cannot bear to part 
Willi your children, when you have so many of them ? 

T&o. The Lord be praised, we have none too 
many ! Betty and I have always noticed it, the more 
we have of them, the more the Lord blesses us* 
Whenever we seem to be a little sharp run, one good 
body or another, besides your honour, is always 
sending us something ; we want nothing but thaidL- 
fol hearts. 

Wor. Why as Mr. Lovely's great uncle has left 
him his fortune, he talks of taking your eldest son 
Thomas off your hands. 

TAo. To be sure, it is very kind of the young gen- 
tlnnan. Edward of the Golden Lion, has told me 
a deal about him. But it will be a desperate hard 
gripe for me and Betty to part with him. How 
movingly he talked about a sermon our minister 
preached a few Sundays ago, upon the wise and fool- 
ish virgins !* Dear child, he was quite in tears, 
while he was saying how much afraid he was, lest he 
should be among the foolish virgins ? and Betty and 
I were as much overcome at his talk as he was. 

Wot, Well Thomas, this should give you encou- 

* This must certainly have been the same sermon that ao 
much offended Mr. Lovely, see Dialogue XXi. 



raiment to bring up yo^r childreii ^' iM Hie nnrtctre 
and ttdmonitlon or the Lord." 

Tho. Why PU assure your honour, that Betty^ who 
is gone to live Miith Madam Merryman, is a very 
pretty spirited child : though littte Sammy is a 
mighty stamadifid boy ; but by the Lord's blessings 
he may get better as he gets older. 

Wior. But Thomas, tf Mr. Lovely should eve» 
chuse to take your son, you must not object to it. 
I have no doubt but it will be the making of him, if 
he turns out well. 

Tho. Oh no ; if the young ^Squire should chuse to 
take him ; I shall be sure to follow your honour's ad- 
vice, and let him go; though they say he lives a 
dtsperate way off, almost half as far as London. 

Mrs. Wot. But Thomas, how did you like Mr. 
Merrjntnan on the Sunday t 

3%o. Like him, Madam ? Who could but chuse to 
like him ; exciting Mr. Lovegood, I think he must 
be one of the finest men in all the world. 

Wor. I suppose there was a fine crowd to see Mr. 
Merryman bring hisbride to Church, for the first time. 

TAo. Why your honour knows it is always crowd- 
ed ; for Rectoar Grumble of the next pari3h, has been 
preaching such scolding sermons against modern 
HhusistSf that he has driven all the people away. 
Some of them go off to a Dissenting meeting, where 
they say a very good man preaches, and a g^at many 
more of them come to Mr. Merryman's Church i and 
yet Rector Grumble keeps scolding at the empty pews 
as bad as ever. 

Mrs* Wor. I hope Mr. Merryman does not scold 
in return. 

Tho. He scold, dear gentlman! It would be a 
hard matter to set him a scolding. He has such a 
sweet loving heart of his own, since it has been 
changed by the grace of God ! but to be sure the 
Church was wonderfully crowded. I am sure it ^ 
was mighty rmroing : I never was so affected in all 
my bom days. 



'sy 



THE HAPPY MABBIAOE. 16 

Mrs. War. What was so moying Thomas ? 

Tho. Why madam, there was such a wonderful 
fine garland placed over the gate of the church yard, 
and on the side of it, there was a writing in great large 
letters, ** God bless the^3appy pair !" and on the othei* 
side, *< Long live the fiinuly of the Worthys !" and 
then your honour, there was over the garland a paint* 
ing like two hands taking hold of each other, and 
holding two hearts joined together; and out of the 
two hearts, there was aflame of fire, and in that flame 
there was a writing, in these words, ** God is UroeJ^ 
And as soon as Mr. Merryman and his lady came 
into the church, the singers struck up with such a 
charming fine hymn, I don't think Mr* Lovegood 
could have made a better. 

• Wot. Why, perhaps Mr. Lovegood made it Tho- 
mas, for he was in the secret about the marriage : but 
we have seen a copy of it. 

Tho. It was the same faynm your honour, that they 
song in the court yard, the night Mr. Merryman and 
madam came home. And then the singers would 
have me with them, to help them to pitch the tune; 
but instead of singing, alas your honour! the sight of 
it so much aflfected me, in seeing the people stand up^ 
-as though they were all praying for a blessing on them^ 
at the same time, it made me quite cry for joy ; if it had 
been King George, and Queea Charlotte, the people 
could not have given them more honour. The Lord 
grant that they may be as happy as Betty and L 

JIfrs. Wor. I should suppose all this love, and 
affection from the good people, was enough to overset 
my daughter. « 

Tho. Why Madam, I heard, when she came into 
her pew, she was so overcome, that she had almost 
swounded away. 

^or. Well Thomas, I have put my daughter into 
very good hands ; and what is best of all, I trust they 
are both in the hands of the Lord. 

Tho. Ah ! but your honour knows, that he was not 
i|> the hands of the Lord before he heard our, dear 
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minister at the yisitation; and when he was running 
after all sorts of rqmandng tumsenses. And now 
there are nomefolk who can scarcely help making 
their sports at him^ though he lives such a different 
life, from what he did in hyi wicked unregenerate 
days. 

War. Why has any one been laughing at him of 
late? 

Tho. Why they say old Mr. Quibble, the lawyer, 
jnet him the other day, while he was carrying a poor 
old woman's basket on his horse, because sh6 appeal*- 
ed so weak, that she could not carry it hei*self, while 
she was walking along the road to market | and there 
lawer Quibble, they say, made such ^jeerirtg and 
joking at him for it, when he was at 'Squire Wild*S. 
But such sort of hard-hearted lawyers have no eon- 
ceivance what the tender-hearted ministers of Chridt 
feel, when they see their fellow creatures in such dis« 
tress. 

Mrs. Won Well, well, Thomas, we dhall not *6 
ashamed of our son-in'-law for such easy, good«natttr-^ 
ed tricks as these ; but did he not want you and your 
family to come over and live at Sandover, to take car6f 
of his gardenia and little farming concerns i You might 
render thcon a deal of service, and I am' sure they 
would be very kind to you. 

The. Ah madam! that I am dur^ he would; but 
then there is my dear old master, and my mistresss. 
Sometimes I hope the Lord will change her heart, for 
she is wonderfully different to what she was. And 
then thei«e is Master Henry, and Miss Nancy, and it 
is to admiration how kind they all behave to me and 
Betty : and then there is our dear minister. Why 
madam, ' I never cafi think of leaving Brookiield 
parish, while he preaches in the church. 

Wor. Oh no Thomas, we have no inclination to 
part with you, though my son-in-laW might be all the 
better for it ; besides, I hope we shall have some 
church preferment for you by and by. It is much 
miore likely that you should be clerk of the parish, than 
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that Mr. Lovegood should be aipchbishop ot Canter- 
bury** I believe we must soon put off poor old An- 
drew Snuffle with a pension* He makes sad blunders, 
and you know he frequently puts our minister out 
shockingly^ at times he cries Jimen in tiie middle of 
a prayer; and when my daughter was married, he 
mistook the business, ayid began answering to the 
office of the churching. <^ women* 

T&o. Ah poor Andrew ! his hearing is very bad ; 
and his eyes are got very dim : but how shall such a 
poor creature as I am, stand up in such a place? 
li^bough to be sure it would be a rare help to Betty 
and our children. 

[Servant enters.] 

8en>» Sir, Mr. and Miss Considerate are come to 
wait iqion you. 

[They enter, and Thomas retires, afber returning 
many thanks for having received two half-crowns, the 
one from Mr. and the other from Mrs. Worthy, and 
an order to be well fed in the kitchen.] 

Coimd. Sir, I am come with my daughter to wait 
apon, you wil^ our hearty congratulations, on the 
happy marriage which has taken place in your fa- 
mily. 

Mr» and Mrs* Wor* We heartily thank you Sir ; 
pray be seated. Is Mrs. Considerate well ^ 

Cotmd. Very well, I thank you Sir : but if I may 
be allowed to tell a family secret, in our little way, it 
unfortunately happens to be washing week ; and this 
is a season of great importance in little families. 
She supposes tiierefore, that as my daughter came 
with me, that her superintendence will be needed at 
home ; otherwise she would have walked with us. 
She means however, very soon to pay her respects 
to you on this happy event. 

Wor. Mrs. Considerate has at all times been a 
notable Martha. 

* See Dialogue VI. 
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ConsH. Tes Sir, and since «he bas bec<mie a truly 
spiritual Mary, she has ccmtinued not less a notable 
Martha. She is always frugal and industrious^ 
though never mean : while she is prudent and saving, 
she is just, generous, and kind* 

War. Sir, it is your mercy to have such a wife* 

Consid* Sir, a wife is either the best or the worst 
piece of furniture a man can possibly possess. 

Wor. We have frequently heard, that her charac- 
ter is that of a most liberal economist : by aU ac- 
counts, I do not know what her poor neighbours 
would do without her. It is said, that she can make 
the richest caudle, and cook the best broth, and 
patch up the greatest quantity of old clothes, at the 
cheapest rate, of any person in the parish, for the 
gooo of her poor neighbours. 

ConsAd, Indeed Sir she can ; though by h^ nota- 
bleness she coaxes many a shilling out of my pocket ; 
but while she is such a conscientious, yet generous 
economist, I lose nothing by all she gives; and what- 
ever she does, is done with cheerfulness ! I never 
saw her melancholy hut once, and that was enough to 
make us both melancholy, when we lost our two sons 
by being both drowned in the river, at the sa^me 
tune. 

Mrs. War, Ah dear Sir ! though we were not ac- 
quainted with each other in those days, yet we sin- 
cerely sympathised with you. 

Consvi. Oh madam ! It was enough to break our 
hearts ; two more promising children never lived ; 
and surely never were two brothers known to be more 
affectionately fond of each other. Indeed this was 
the cause of the catastrophe ; for my eldest son seeing 
that his brother had got out of his depth, and was 
crying for help, unfortunately plunged in after him 
with all his clothes on ; and was carried down the 
Mream with him, when, they both sunk together in a 
deep hole, under some willows that overhung the 
bank. To see two such lovely, tilert children, that 
had left my house but an hour brfore, full of all tiiat 
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vivacity and life which belongs to youth, brought 
home breathless, and stretched on the same board — 
Oh Sir ! [Mr. Considerate weeps.] 

Wor» But it seems Sir, it was that calamity which 
first brought Mrs* Considerate to seek after the con- 
solation of the Gospel. 

€ormd. Tes' Sir, I trust this heavy judgment has 
been overruled in much mercy to us both ; for while 
we still continued Tery much dejected by our loss, our 
kind neighbours did all they could, in their way, to 
revive our spirits, by inyiting us to their tea tables 
and card parties ; but alas ! in vain* We did not 
then know, under the loss of both our beloved Isaacs, 
as we had no other child left but pur daughter, that 
we wanted an Abraham's fietith to support us. 

W(yr* Ah Sir ! we get but poor consolation firom 
any other quaiier $ it requires more tiian is to be 
Ibund in nature under such circumstances, meekly to 
say, ** Thy will be done." 

Cofimd* Why Sir, for a time I foolishly thought I 
could console my mind from natural reasons and mo- 
ral philosophy ; and it was just then Mr. Lovegood 
sent us that excellent little treatise upon affliction,"^ 
entitled << Correction, Instruction ; or the Rod and 
tiie Word f^ together with a consolatory letter, writ- 
ten with such modest tenderness and humility, as 
very much captivated iny wife and daughter, while I 
had too good an opiiiion of my own understanding, to 
suppose I needed any instructions from him ; yet I 
could not but at the same time, love and admire his 
design. 

WcT. But I think Sir, it was this event that first 
brought Mrs. Considerate and your daughter to 
Brookfield church I 

Otmsid. Tes Sir, and I found they were soon in- 
structed in the lesson of meek and humble submission 
to thd will x>f God, which I had still to learn ; and' it 

* WritteQ by Mr» Thomas Case, one of the ejected ministersi 
and recommended by Dr. Manton, of which a new editioa h^s 
been lately published. 
VOL. III. S 
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was a long time before shame would let roe go wjib 
them, though I never opposed. The preaching and 
conduct of Mr. Dolittle, gave me but a poor opinion 
of the religion he professed. Well Sir, though it has 
been the will of God to deprive me of my future ex-' 
pectations, by taking from me two such dear children, 
yet may your daughter, and newly adopted son, long 
live to be a blessing to their neighbourhood ! I really 
trust this will prove a happy event to many, though 
it is probable Mrs. Merryman, from her situation in 
life, might in some respects have formed a more ad- 
vantageous connexion for herself. 

Wor. Why, we esteem it a very happy connexion, 
when the better side of the question is l^en into con- 
sideration 5 for between friends, my daughter had 
a very handsome oflfer from young Mr. Gay ; and I 
was highly pleased with her conduct on this occasion. 
The moral character of Gay is quite unexceptionable, 
his fortune is ample, and in many respects he is a very 
desirable young man : but then his connexions are 
quite in the world, and he himself is not averse to 
what are improperly called the innocent amusements, 
or rather gayeties of life. 

Miss Consid. Yes Sir, she was pleased to give me 
a hint that she had received such a proposal ; but 
said, however in other respects she might like him, 
yet, as it regarded religious matters, she thought 
they never could be happy with each other. 

Wdr* Why we perceived that for some days there 
was a strong struggle upon her mind, till she broke 
it to us, with a full determination not to attend to it : 
and for a considerable time, we have discovered a 
much stronger bias towards Mr. Merryman. 

Consid. Sir, I think nobody can wonder at that : 
since he has been blessed with the grace of God, he 
isbecome a very amiable youth. All that know him, 
one would think, would cry concerning him, ** What 
hath God wrought !'* 

Wor. This made us determine to leave the young 
people to the leadings of their own minds. What 
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she loses in point of affluence, I am satisfied, by 
the blessing of God, she will gain in point of hap- 
piness. 

Comid, Sir, if Gknl preserve their lives, I have 
no doubt but that the union will be attended with his 
blessing. We have nothing to do but to follow the 
wise rules which we find in our Bibles, and that will 
assuredly prove the ready way to happiness. When 
people are unequally yoked in any connexions in life, 
especially in the marriage state, they may depend 
upon it, they will make themselves miserable through 
life. I cannot but think that Miss Worthy has acted 
a part, as you observe, highly commendable to her 
character. If she should be the less affluent, I am 
sure she will be a thousand times more happy witli 
Mr. Merryman, than eVer she could have been with 
Mr. Gay. 

Wdr» She will doubtless be called to move in a 
more humble sphere ; yet therein she will be much 
more likely to be protected and preserved. Thomas 
Newman, who just left the room as you came in, has 
been giving us a very pleasing narration, how they 
were both received at Sandover on the ^day of their 
marriage. 

Consid. Ah Sir! I have heard all about it. The 
people of Sandover think themselves very happy on 
the occasion, though Mr. Spiteful of Mapleton, goes 
about &om house to house, railing at the match like 
a madmam. 

War. What is that to him ? 

Consid. True Sir ; but I think he would burst if he 
had not now and then an opportunity to vent his 
spleen ; he has got hold of the old stale cry, which is 
indeed promiscuously levelled against all religipus 
people that Mr. Merryman is a Jacobin, and is con- 
triving all he can to overturn the Church and State ; 
and that all the carUing tribes round about the coun- 
try, are secretly combined together in the same plot, 
by Sunday schools, and other religious exertions; 
while I hope truly religious people are better taught 
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than to interrupt the state, especially vrfaile the state 
never interrupts them. 

War. I do not believe there is a man living, more 
attached to the government of his country than Mr. 
Merryman. But let Mr. Spiteful rail on, for nobody 
believes him ; I question if he believes himself.-^ 
Such persons can do no harm, but as Ihey do harm 
to themselves. 

Consid. But Sir, did you hear what a fine speech 
poor Thomas Newman made use of to him, when he 
took it into his head to banter the poor man, while 
he had some of his master's cattle to attend to at the 
last Mapleton fair ? 

War. What was that. Sir ? 

Consid. Why Sir, Farmer Snakish and Mr. Spite* 
ful, who are cousins german, came both of them to- 

!fcther to the upper green, where you know the fair 
or cattle is kept, and seeing poor Thomas, who was 
there attending upon the sale of his master's property j 
they came up to him, and began talking about the 
price of cattle ; but more with a design to banter him, 
than to deal with him. They next began sneering 
at ^rhomas about his young master, how he came to 
run away from home so soon after his miracuUms 
canversiaHf and whether it was not after some of hid. 
old wicked tricks. 

Wbr. What could they mean by that ? 
Cmsid. Oh Sir, they had got hold of the story of 
Mr. Henry Littleworth's design in his journey to 
Locksbury, and this was their way of interpreting it. 
After this they began with their insulting speeches 
against Mr. Lovegood, laughing at Mrs. Chipman^s 
miracuUms c(mvermn, and insinuating as though it 
was only a trick between her and Mr. Lovegood. 
Then they began making their bitter remarks on 'Mr. 
Merryman, saying that the top and bottom of Ms con* 
version, appeared now to be nothing but craft, that 
he might contrive to get your daughter for his wife. 
Thomas replied, that he was well persuaded such a 
conversion could never have been accomplished but by 
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die great Ood himself; adding, that it would be a 
greater miracle still, if God would convert either of 
Siem. Upon this, old Spiteful cried, << The great 
God ! what do you know of the great God i I sup- 
pose Parson Lovegood has made you so wise, that you 
can tell us how great QoA is, and how little Ck)d is, 
and all about it. 

fFor* To say the least of it, this sort of banter was 
horridly profane. 

Ckmsid. But Thomas's answer was remarkably to 
the purpose* — ^He paused and said, ^< Tes Sir, I can 
tell you, both how great Gk>d is, and how little God 
is/* Spitefol cried — ^Ah, I thought Lovegood had 
made a clever fellow of you : but let us hear it." — 
Thomas answered, << Though he is so great, that even 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain him, being the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, and who 
dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto, 
and which no man hath seen nor can see : yet he is 
180 little f that he can dwell in the hearts of the humble 
and tike contrite 5 and take up his gracious abode, 
even in such a poor unworthy sinner as myself.'' 



While Mr. Considerate and Mr. Worthy were 
thus in conversation. Lord Rakish'^ carriage, drove 
up to the door, with their congratulations on this 
event. Mr. Worthy rang the bell inmiediately, and 
ordered his boots, that he might appear as if he 
were going out, that his Lordship might think it 
necessary to shorten his visit. Mr. Considerate was 
very glad to make his escape froni the interview, 
whUe the poor flimsy conversation of his Lordship 
would be as uninteresting to the reader to peruse, as 
it would be unpleasant for the writer to relate. Nor 
has he time to give a minute account of what took 
place at the promised marriage feast at Brookfield 
Hall. Let it suffice, that it was conducted with that 
liberality, yet decency and sobriety, which arc the 

2* 
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standing orders of the house. Some very aj^propriate 
hTmns were sung ; an exhortation was given by Mr. 
liovegood, principally upon the duties of the marriage 
state ; while he still kept up Ids constant rule, nevffi* 
to expatiate upon moral duties^ butupcm g^spd prin- 
ciples. Thus the writer concludes Ae present Dia- 
logue, witii an additional request to his young read* 
erSf l^at whenever tliey may be called in providence 
into the marriage state, they would not forget (at 
least) to take tins leaf out of his book; that theii* 
marriage maybe conducted with the like solemnity, 
and equally in the fear of God. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF TQB MlHlSTEfilAL CHARACTB&S OF MS. D£»^ 
UBERATSy AND M&« LBttAL-DEFimTION : TOOBTHSK 
WITH A FUftTHER IfAEBATlON OF THE AFFAIRS OF MRS. 
CRIPMAN9 AND THE iuBSULT OF HR. LOVEOOOD's VISjLT 
TO LOCESBURYr 



THE reader will remember, that he has beeu 
twice interrupted in the narration of the affairs 
of the nnhappy Mrs. Chipmim. It has been thought 
most adviseaSble to attend to Hie chronology of e^^nts 
rather than regularly to detail each subject by itself. 
Whatever is done by Providence, has in it abundant- 
ly more beauty of design, than that which is dressed 
ty art. To refresh i^ reader's memory, he is re- 
quested to recollect the conclusion of Dialogue the 
Twenty-sixth : he will there find, that Mrs. Chip- 
man was left perfectly deranged, in which state she 
continued for full six weeks. 

After her recovery, she was still bent upon the 
idea, that she could never more make her appearance 
nt Locksbury, where her notorious conduct had ren- 
dered her the object of universal disgust. She wish* 
^ rather to keep a school where she was : but still 
the yearnings of a mother's bowels over the fatherless, 
and forsaken child, would not suffer her to be hapipy, 
till she had it under her immediate care. However, 
Mr. Reader was as unwilling to part with his grand- 
child, as his daughter was to live without it j and 
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other circumstances turning up in Proyidence^ de- 
demanded that Mrs. Chipman should ferego her 
feelings, and return to her native home. Mr. Chip- 
man had a younger brother ; an attentive, llecent 
young man. The neighbourhood advised that the 
business should not be dropt; and Mr. Reader 
agreed that the deceased brother's property should be 
continued in the business, provided his daughter, fop 
the sake of the child, should be a partner in the con- 
cern. Matters being thus settied, she had no otiiep 
alternative, than to leave Brookfield, and undertake 
the charge of the partnership assigned to her care. 

Her father therefore, wrote to her after her reco- 
very, begging her to submit totiie plan ; persuading 
himself that their happiness widi each otiier, being 
now found on the solid basis of their union with 
Christ, and consequently on the best of principles5 
would be far . superior to what can be enjoyed from 
mere natural affection, independent of the loving 
influences which are experienced in the hearts of all 
those, who ** love the Lord Jesus in sincerity.*' 

Mr. Reader at the same time strongly urged, that 
Mr. Lovegood should attend her, in order that he 
might accept Mr. Fribble's offer of the pulpit, that 
Ms neighbours might have an opportunity of hear- 
ing the same glorious truths, whereby such won- 
ders of grace had been felt, not only on the hearts 
of his daughter and her husband, that he humbly 
trusted on his own heart also. Mr. Worthy was 
equally desirous that Mr. Lovegood should attend 
the call, though his congregation at all times part- 
ed with him with much regret ; while Mr. Love- 
good felt himself more at liberty to a second ex- 
cursion, though so speedily after the former, under 
the consideration that a serious clergyman, Mr. 
Deliberate, was then upon a visit in that neigh- 
bourhood. Perceiving therefore, that he should not 
leave his beloved flock under the care of Mr. John 
Nokes, or Mr. Thomas Styles, provided he was but 
in holy orders $ he concluded it was again the call of 
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Proyidence, tluithe skould make his secMid Mccursioft 
from his congregation, and family. He allowed him* 
self ofly one Sunday's absence for this journey. 
From this, his domestic disposition, may have la* 
mented that one of the best of ministers has been pre* 
rented firom shining anumg others^ eqaal to the full 
llistre of that charact^, which he ever appeared to 
possess, in the retired situation he filled with such 
dignity and derotedness of heart. Matters bdng thus 
se^ed, Mrs. Chipraan, with many tears, and the 
strongest expressions of gratitude, and thankfulness 
to h^* kind benefactors, departed tpam Brookfield, in 
OIK of Ihe stages which goes within a short distance 
of Locksbury, attended by Mr. Lovegood — ^giring 
leave far Mr. Spiteful to say, that Lcroegoad had left 
the country, and was gone nobody knew where, wili^ 
the woman he had so marvellously converted : insinu- 
ing much by saying little. Such were the speeches 
of this wretched creature^ himself being such a mis- 
erable composition of jealousy, craft, and i^leen. 

Mr. Lovegood's journey to, and from Locksbury, 
occupied neiu* a fortnight of his time. The readep 
shall be acquainted with the result of this visit, in tte 
conversation which. todiL place between him and thai 
family of the Worthy's at Brookfield Hall, on his 
return on~the Saturday afternoon. 



Wot. Well Sir, we are glad to see you home again^ 
tibough we had two very judicious sermons from Mr. 
Deliberate : He is a serious and solid divine, yet I 
wish he was not so dry and formal. 

Mrs^ W&r. His sermons may be good ones, but I 
cannot admire for myself, such a formal, cold, sys- 
tematic method of preaching! 

Loveg. Mr. Deliberate is an excellent chamber di- 
vine, if I may so speak, and capable of writing good 
sound lectures in divinity 5 bat that which is deUver- 
ed witii greater simplicity, and which comes more to 
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the point, so as to reach the conscience, certainly 
does most good. 

fTor. I confess that the heart should be ^Sfact/eA, 
as M^ell as the head instructed ; our affections should 
be enlivened, while our jugdgments are enlightened; 
though Mr. Deliberate is certainly a man of a very 
deep understanding. 

Mrs. IFbr.- My dear, I do not pretend to be a judge 
of the depth of his understanding ; but it appeared 
to me, that though the people continued gaping at 
him through half his sermon, yet, before he conclu- 
ded, some of the congregation seemed to be half asleep* 
But in my opinion he is a better preacher, than Mr« 
Legal-definition. 

Loveg. As to Mr. Legal-definition, I could very 
readily put up with his long and tiresome definitions, 
of which he makes almost the whole of his sermons^ 
if he would but give us more of the gospel. 

Wior. I think I have heard him preach three times, 
and one of his sermons was tolerably evangelical ; 
but the others had not a word of the gospel in them : 
all the time was taken up upon the duty of forgiving 
our enemies. 

Loveg. And what a fine opportunity he had of im- 
pressing that excellent duty ffom evangelical princi- 
ples, when we are directed " to forgive one another, 
even as QoA,for Chrisfs sake, lias forgiven us !** It 
is much to be admired, how closely St. Paul urges all 
social, and relative duties, as resting upon no other 
principles, than those which are evangelical ; as 
though he knew no other arguments to be conclusive 
among ChristiaHS, but those which spring from the 
atonement and salvation of our Lord. We are 
^* bought with a price, therefore we must glorify God 
in our bodies, and spirits, which are his." When the 
mortification of sin is mentioned, it is said, we are 
** crucified with Christ," and <<made conformable to 
his death ;" that thereby " we are crucified unto the 
world, and the world unto us 5" so that " we reckon 
ourselves to be dead unto sin^" through his death ; and 
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that we are so completely dead unto sin^ that we are 
even said <*to be buried with him." So in regard to 
that heavenly mindedness, which is the very life^ and 
soul of all spiritual obedience, we are said <'to be 
made partakers of the power of his resurrection 5" to 
be *^ risen with Christ 5 quickened together with 
Christ ;'* and that we are ^* made alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord/* How poor and low 
are the dry arguments of .tiie moralists, when com- 
pared with these ! If these motives will Mot prevail 
against our corruptions, I am sure no others wilL 

Wor.'T know that all oilier arguments in defence 
of morality, have argued almost all morality out of 
the countiy. We never can have practical religion, 
but upon evangelical principles. But Mr. Legal- 
definition is very fond of what he calls, << guarding 
the gospel," which he only ventures now aud then to 
bring out as a rarity. 

L&veg. Guarding the Gospel ! Why what guarding 
can the gospel need ? They must have a poor opinion 
of divine truths, who talk in this cold inconsistent 
manner. We are only set upon <mr guard when we 
suspect an evil. And what evil is there to be sus- 
pected from llie' gospel ? What part of the gospel 
dispensation have I to guard? When the gospel freely 
holds forth the name, and salvation of Christ only, 
for the pardon and acceptance of sinners, how are we 
to guard it ? It is to be hoped, not by contradicting $ 
not by saying, that our repentance is to be mixed 
with the divine mercy, to render it elfectoal : If so, 
I have as much reason to love, and thank myself, as 
I have to love, and, thank my Saviour : and while 
we lessen our obligations to love him, we certainly 
lessen our obligations to obey him; how then can 
the interest of holiness be promoted, by preaching 
in such a stile, so as to tompt the ruined sinner to 
keep away in despair ? What motives can be strong- 
er to creato a spirit of loving obedience upon our 
hearts, beyond those encouraging promises of our 
free forgiveness, and acceptance, whereby we may 
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^^draw near to God^ and have grace given ns, that 
we may go and sin no more ?" 

Ww. Tes, it is upon this very princi^ that &ey 
think the gospel should be guarded, ^f lest we con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound." 

Loro^* And so this inconsistent, cautious tribe t>f 
guarders, think they do credit to divine truths, by 
bringing forward the objection started, and which 
ever will be started by its enemies, in all ages of the 
church, while upon ttmt very subject St. Paul shows^ 
how the gospel gtuirds itsdf: <^ How shall we that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein ?'' But these peo- 
ple seem to me, to have no idea of the gospel, but as 
it is limited to tiie justification of our persons, through 
the redemption of Cluist. Is not t&e sanctification 
of our natures, by the influence of the divine Spirit^ 
another essential part of the gospel, whereby the 
blessing of personal holiness, is absUuteltf secured to 
all the redeemed of the Lord ? and can we be tempted 
to live in sin, by receiving such a glorious salvation 
from sin. 

Wor* I cannot see what we have to be afraid of, or 
to guard in all this. 

Loveg. Why, I suppose we are to tell people, that 
as they are not to tnist too much on tiie merits of 
Christ on the one hand, so they should be aware lest 
they trust too much on the work of the Spirit, on the 
other : as if living on the grace of the Mdf Spirit, ' 
could feed their corruptions, and make tliem wnhohf. 

Wot. One would suppose, what you frequently ciul 
the gospel of our *• sanctification,'' operated by the 
rule of reverse; as though lectures on honesty, need 
to be guarded, lest they should direct us to be thieves ^ 
or lectures on chastity should teach us to be impure. 
Loroeg. I really do not know what they can mean 
by << guarding the gospel,'' unless it be a perverted 
gospel I and as perverted truth is nothing better than 
falsehood, so a perverted gospel, is no goqiel at all. 
Some persons seem to thii^, though it be as contrary 
to truth, as light is to darkness^ that the gospel is with- 
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in a hair's breadth of downright Antinomianisniji 
which tiu*ns the holy truth of Grod into a licentious lie; 
whereas, nothing can be more inconsistent with 
trojOi, than that foul and filthy en'or. Am I in dan- 
ger of error f while* I receive tie truth "^ or must I 
guard against wiek^nesSf while I humbly submit to 
be ruled by that doctrine which is according to god- 
Hness ? L wiahjall our worldly prudence about guard- 
ing truth, and preaching it moderately , or soberly, as 
they call it, may not lesul to something much worse, 
by prodncing^ ignorance, and indifference, which 
must ultimately terminate in corrupting, or giving 
up the whole. 

Wor. Well Sir, nobody will suspect you of such 
sort of false fears, though I am sure you are quite 
a^^practicsil as you are evangelical* 

Loveg. Yes Sir, and I hope I shall always feel it 
my duty, to dwell upon the practice which such prin- 
ciples must ever produce ; for although the Gospel 
needs no guarding, yet I should still call those un- 
guarded preachers, who greatly injure the sacred 
cause, by such a neglect. 

7^. I think you good ministers of the gospel, 
have nothing to do, but to '^ contend earnestiy for 
the faitli, once delivered to the saints/^ 

Loveg. Then Sir, we need not guard those holy 
truths, which God himself hath ^* delivered to the 
saints j and if delivered to the saints, it was design- 
ed of God, that we should be <^ sanctified by the 
truth/' Thus, all this guarding the gospel seems to 
come home against the gospel itself. In my opinion, 
it is in itself, a most unguai'ded expression ; no won- 
der if the bad. consequences of these truths are sus- 
pected by others, while we seem to suspect them our- 
selves. 

War. I do not know that Mr. Deliberate is by any 
means such a great *^ guarder of the gospel" as Mr. 
Legal-definition is. I believe he knows much molTO 
ef the truth, and is therefore much lesa afraid of 
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preaching it^ though his style of preaching rend^n^ 
him tedious and dull. 

Lorotg. When I was curate at Ahley, there was a 
clergyman in these parts, who lived in a parish in 
your preaching, near to my honest warm-hearted 
friend Mr. Slapdash, called Mr. Slopdash ; and he 
seemed to he just the reverse of Mr. Delibcirate. 
For while Mr. Deliberate scarcely daises spoak at all, 
but as he continues looking at vvery expres^on 
again, and again, lest it should be otherwise than 
the most judicious and correct ; Mr. Slapdash with* 
out any consideration whatever, wiU be pouring out 
voUies of the most disgustful nonsense. Notwith- 
standing the cold, plodding, phlegmatic disposition 
of Mr. Deliberate, may render him a heavy preach- 
er, yet I had rather a thousand times attend on l|ie 
good sense of the one, than the mere rhapsody, and 
nonsense of the other. 

Mrs* Wot, And so had I. But then it appears 
to me, that of two evils, I should only choose the 
less. 

Mrs. Considerate asked Fanner Littieworth how 
he liked the sermon, and he said,—- << Ah madam, to 
my liking, our own dear minister out-tops them alh 
This gentleman has so many heads, and tails, and 
so many tops, and bottoms to his sermons, that we 
country /oife can scarce know how to make him out.'* 
And poor Thomas Newman said, while Mr. Delibe- 
rate was splitting his heads, that by attending to 
him, he thought his own head would have been s^it 
at the same time. 

Loveg. Why, half the skill of preaching,to a coun- 
try congregation 

Wor. [Interrupts.] Aye, and to a city congrega- 
tion too, for not one in ten of them is wiser than 
ourselves. 

Loveg. I quite agree with you Sir. But I was 
going to observe, that half the skill of preaching is, 
to bring truth home to the lowest capacity of. our 
hearers ; and while we attempt to make them wise 
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unto salyataon, the world will cerisdnLj call it ** the 
foolishness of |M«aching ;*^ hut atill it will be widely 
different from foolish preaching* While we can preach 
with *^ simplicity, and godly sincerity, and not with 
fleshly widsom/' we may expect the same blessing 
which attended the ministi*y of St. Paul. He tells us 
plainly, how he went to work : << And I, bretheren, 
when I came unto you, came not with excellency of 
speech, and of wisdom, declaring to you the testimony 
of God ; for I was determined to ktww nothing among 
you^ save Jesus Christ, and him crucified ; and my 
speech, and my preaching, was not with the enticing 
words of man^s wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit, and of power :'^ and what a noble reason he 
adds to all this, *^ lest your faith should stand in the 
wisdom of man, and not in the power of Grod.^' 

W&r, Bat Sir, I think Mr. Deliberate does not 
aim at what some fulsome pretended orators suppose 
to be the excellency of speech or wisdom. 

Loroeg* I quite agree with you Sir ; and I did not 
quote ti^at passage from scripture as immediately 
levelling its meaning against one of his description. 
Mr. DeUberate is a good man, and a man of learning, 
and thought, and our natural dispositions all widely 
differ from each other. 

Wot. Just so I conceive of matters. But I am so 
much interested to hear the result of your journey to 
Locksbury, that I must beg leave to interrupt the 
present conversation, and make some inquiries about 
tbat event. , 

Loveg. Oh Sir ! the nearer the poor widow came 
towards Locksbury, the more her mind was agitated 
and distressed. I thought she would have lost her 
reason a second time. i 

Wor* I suppose that her feelings must have been 
keen indeed. I am almost afraid to ask, what was 
the result of the first interview. 

Loroeg. Sir, the people of the inn, where we 
alighted, immediately knew who she was, and there 
was an immediate buz about the house i I therefore 
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i-equested, that she might he shown into some back 
room'y where she sat, more agitated, and affected, than 
I can well express ; and there I left her while I went 
and apprised her father of her arrival. When I 
came into his house, and told 1dm who I was, how he 
trembled, and wept, and in what strong terms of 
gratitude he expressed himself, for all the attention 
paid to hid daughter ! He wanted to go with me im- 
mediately, to conduct her to his house, but I objected 
to this plan, as I thought this first interview, which 
was' likely to be a very affecting one, had better not 
take place in a public house. He immediately saw 
the propriety of my objection; it was therefore 
judged best, that I should return and conduct her to 
her father's house. 

Mrs. Wot* Oh ! what a painful office this must 
have been ! I wish Sir Charles had been there to have 
seen the consequences of his abominable and brutal 
conduct. 

Laveg. Why Madam, it is supposed that miserable 
creature is now no more. 

Mrs. War. What is he dead ? 

Laveg. It is strongly rqjorted about Locksbury^ 
that soon after Mrs. Chipman left him, he went over 
to Ireland, where he thought it might be more con- 
venient to assume another name ; and there, fighting 
a duel with one of the same stamp with himself, he 
was killed upon the spot."^ But as for such monsters, 

* Report at present only says, that after Sir Charles had worn 
out the credit of his own name in Eng-land, he went over to Ire- 
land, where he assumed the name of Mr. M'Fury. There he 
met with a military wild Irishman, with whom he picked a quar- 
rel about someof their wUd intrigues ; on thisaccount they met, 
and according to the style of our modern polite barbarians, 
(called however, among themselves, men of honour,) they 
fought a duel ; the Captain proved the better marksman, and 
shot Sir Charles nearly dead upon the spot. He had only time 
to utter two or three most profane expressions, and spoKe no 
more. 

Is it not, however, high time, that the magistracy of the nation 
.should resume the dignity of their office; and no longer suffer 
these umpires of their own disputes to proceed, withotit after- 
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they are quite callous to all the fine feelings of natu* 
ral affection, while sunk in the gratification of their 
mere brutal appetites. However^ the scene^ between 
Mrs. Chipman, and her father, was so effecting th^t 
it almost overset me. 

Wlor* It will be weU if the bare recital of matters, 
does not overset us all : but we must hear it. 

Loreeg* When I returned, I told her how affection- 
ately her father designed to receive her. She cried, 
^^Had he treaty me with severity, and contempt, 
that, I think I^could have borne, for I know I have 
deserved it f but oh, what I feel at the thought, that 
such a monster should be treated with so'much affec- 
tion and love, while I deserve to be abhorred by all !" 
It was some time before I could get her to move off 
her chair to attempt the walk ; and every step she 
tqok reminded me, of a criminal going to execution. 
Though i begged her to suppress the ^notions of her 
mind as much as she could, yet the moment her fa- 
ther opened the door, she was down upon her knees, 
crying, ^< Ob my dear father, for God's sake forgive 
me, for Christ's sake forgive me !" He immediately 
stooped down and embraced her, and kissed her, and 
said, <<My dear child, I have forgiven you — ^from 
the bottom of my heart, I have forgiven you.'' He 
attempted to raise h^ up, immediately she went off 
in an hysteric fit, and it was full half an hour before 
she could be brought to her recollection ; directly as 
she could speak, she began again to accuse herself of 
being her husband's murderer, for her ingratitude to 
her father, and for her brutality to her child. I then 
spoke raider sharply to her, and said, that ii she 

wards confeiTiiig>upon them the diniity of the halter? I question 
if this hofumr twice or thrice conferred would not prove an ef- 
fectual remedy to so terrible a disease. 

When the whole race of such Duellers, find they are liable 
to be hang^ as intentional murderers, for presummg to settle 
their disputes, excited by the mere freaks of passion, and g^en- 
erally in a drunken frolic, when they ought to appeal to the 
wholesome laws of the country, it will be much to the credit of 
a eiviliEed nation. 

3* 
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had any regard to my adyice, and her father's fed- 
ingS) she must make no more use of that sort of 
language against herself; and especially being now^ 
as we trusted, in a penitential state, the language 
of humble gratitude, would best suit her state : and 
I went to prayer. 

Wor. And how was she after prayer ? 

Loroeg. Somewhat more calm, but still very low 
and hysterical. I waved the subject as far as I 
could, and entered into conversatioiwwith Mr. Rea- 
der about the alteration of his viewsf as it respected 
spiritual matters ; and I found his mind in a most 
pleasant state, of holy surprise at his former igno- 
rance, compared with the views he now enjoyed of 
the gospel salvation. But while he inadvertently 
began to mention some of the blessed expressioni^- 
which dropt from the dying lips of Mr. Chipman, 
the grief of the poor widow was rekindled almost 
as bad as ever. She sat sighing, and sobbing all 
the evening ; but as I charged her to make no more 
of these vehement exclamations against herself, she 
said little, but wept much. At length she cried, 
" Father may I be permitted to see my dear child ?** 
He answered, " My dear, you had better wait till 
to-morrow, till your spirits i&re a little more calm 5" 
and in this advice she peaiceably acquiesced. 

Wor. But I should suppose, she had another dif- 
ficulty to surmount, in returning back to her hus- 
band's house. 

Loveg. Oh Sir ! the very mention of her return 
thither, quite overset her again. 

Mrs. War. And it was enough to overset her. 
What woman who was once blessed with such a hus- 
band, who had lost his life through her brutish con- 
duct, could bear to return and find him absent ? And 
what sle^ could she expect, while lying on the bed 
she had so treacherously forsaken ; and on which 
her husband had died of a broken heart ? 

Loveg. No doubt, bM such must have been her 
Inflections, and painful ones they truly were. Slaves 
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of dii, have bad va.ges for their davery. Bot when 
Mr. Reader meBtioned whether she chotse to stop a 
day, or iwa with him, or go to her own bouse, her 
grief became nearly as excessive as bef(H*e. She 
cried, >< Oh ! that I could but have lived a thousand 
miles from the place, which brings to my recollec- 
tion so strongly, every circumstance of my most vile 
and treacherous conduct ! But if my return should 
be the cause of breaking my own heart with grief, it 
^1 become me to submit to the most righteous judg- 
ment of God, should I be carried from the same b^ 
with a broken heart, to my dear husband's grave." 
Mr. Reader said, ^^ My dear Jemima, you shall not 
leave my house till your spiiits are more recruited : 
but I will swid for your child to-morrow morning, 
and you shall see it.*' Thus matters were settled | 
and after family prayer, 1 left Mrs. Chipman in pos- 
session of the bed designed for me, and got myself 
accommodations at the inn \ and sad accommoda- 
tions they were. 

WoTn What sort of accommodations then had you \ 

Ixmeg. Oh Sir ! the bed was good enough, but in 
the next room, there was a meeting of some club : 
and the partition being very thin, I was obliged to 
submit to hear all their noise, and nonsense, inter- 
mixed with language the most blasphemous and ob- 
scene, till about two o'clock in the morning; and 
their horrid songs which they began singing, when 
they were half £unk, were worse than all. How- 
ever at length, the landlord came in, and begged 
them to break up. What a mercy to be redeemed 
from the filthy conversation of the wicked ! 

W&r. None of these things would have been al- 
lowed, had honest Edward, of the Golden Lion, been 
the keeper of the inn. I will engage for it, you 
would have rather been accommodated witii some 
good, clean straw ill a stable. 

Lmtg. A thousand times : how much preferable 
the company of natural brute beasts, than the com- 
pany of those who arc bmtaliscd by sin. But as it 
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was found an insurmoiintable difficulty to get Mrs. 
Chipman home, at least while I was there, I after- 
wards slept at her house, while g^e continued to oc- 
cupy the bed designed for me at her father's. 

Wor, It would have been a desirable events if she 
could have surmounted that difficulty while you were 
there, that she might have been persuaded to haye 
engaged herself in some family concerns. 

Loveg. Sir, for the present, the sight of any ^ 
her old acquaintance, fills her with immedisike con-^ 
stemation. She has kept herself a close prisons 
ever since she entered into her father's house. 

fVor. How then did she act on the Sunday you 
preached there? 

Laveg. Oh Sir ! she was nearly as much affected 
as she was on the Wednesday evening, when we 
first arrived: her anxiety to attend militated so 
strongly against the sense of shame.— I therefore 
thought it best to come to advise her fitther, to lay 
his injunctions upon her not to come to Church on 
that Sunday, as she would have been a public spec- 
tacle to all the congregation. 

Mrs. Wor. Certainly it was the best advice, though 
the shame she felt, is neither to be lamented, nor. won- 
dered at. Indeed I always thought this the best evi- 
dence, that her repentance was genuine. 

Loroeg, That it certainly was. The Apostle speaks 
of those things, whereof the really converted chris- 
tian is now ashamed; and that they shall be made 
to know that it is ^^ even a shame to speak of those 
things done of them in secret." I even suspect the 
genuine repentance of those, who seem to express 
themselves with a degree of carnal indifference, res- 
pecting their old sins, under a vain confidence, that 
they are now forgiven. I wish such sort of believers 
would but recollect, that there is such a grace as 
*^ Repentance towards God," as well as " Faith to- 
wards our Lord Jesus Christ." I hope, notwith* 
standing, Mrs. Chipman will soon have sufficient 
evidence to believe that God has forgiven her j though 
I am sore she will never forgive herself. 
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Mrs Wbr. But how did she bear the sight of her 
child, wUch according to promise, was to be intro- 
duced the next morning ? 

Loveg. Why Madam, while we were at breakfast, 
Mr. Reader went out and brought it in; one of the 
most lovely, cheerful babes, I think I ever beheld, 
springing in its nurse's arms, and sweetly smiling at 
its g^an&ather. He took and placed it upon the mo- 
ther's lap, she looked at it, watered it with her tears, 
affectionately embraced it, and then began quoting 
that tert which had so impressed "her mind : ^* Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb !'' and then 
quite fainted away. IPhe child was taken from her, 
and as soon as she was able, she was led. up into her 
chamber, whw:^ she continued most of the day. 

Wor. What misery this poor creature has entail- 
ed upon her own mind. But did she make any fur* 
tber effort!^ to surmount her feelings, as it respected 
her child ? 

Loveg. Yes Sir, I believe several. But every at- 
tempt she made, was with the same cutting reflec- 
tions against herself. Sir, we who are ble^^sed with 
children, and with a parental love towards them, 
may judge what she felt, when she was recovered 
by the grace of God, from the brutalised state of 
mind which possessed her, while she ws» captivated 
by that unprincipled monster of iniquity. However^ 
towards the tatter end of my stay, she would now 
and then attempt to smite on her child, while every 
smile returned by the child, would be sure to bring 
a fresh tear from her eye. ^ 

W&r. It will be well, if the child does not lose 
both its parents, by the siisae event. 

Loroeg, Sometimes I fear this will be the case ; at 
otiiers times I have my hopes that she will still sur- 
vive her grief. I requested Mr. Beader to set her 
about some household affifiirs, and to try to divert 
her attention by the use of t4e needle, and this was 
done with some success. Though oftentimes, while 
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Bhe wts at her work, she would hedew it with her 
tears, till completely overcome hy the recollection 
of her former misconduct ; she would then entirely 
lay her work aside, and again give way to^the ex- 
treme grief of her mind. 

Wor. It must have been exceedingly distressing 
to her poor father, to have seen her overpowered by 
such excessive grief. 

Loveg. The grief of the parent, was nearly equal 
to that of the daughter, though he exemplified asto* 
nishing patience on the occasion. All his afiection 
seems entirely restored : he now loves her as much 
as ever he once could blame her. It is amazing, 
what the forgiving love, and converting grace of 
God does, on the hearts of all the children of God. 

War.' Did she not in any degree recover her spirits 
while you were there. 

Loveg. I humbly trust she did : there were such 
cheering prospects of good, which attended the di- 
vine services on the Sunday, as revived the hearts of 
all ; though my final departure from Locksbury, ex* 
Ceedingly depressed her spirits. 

Wior. That must have been a very trying moment 
between you both. 

Loveg. I am sure Sir, I could not have sustained 
the concluding interview without a very considera- 
ble injury to her feelings and my own ; I therefore 
took my farewell by sending her a letter, and at the 
aame time, I composed for ner a penitential hymn. 

Mrs Wot. Do Sir, let us see a copy of it. 

Loroeg. Oh madam, my poor rhymes scarcely de- 
serve ttie name of poetry ; If I had by me a correct 
copy, it would never be worth your perusal. 

Mrs. Wot. Leave us to judge of that, we must 
hear it. 

After much persuasion, Mr. Lovegood submitted. 
He is a man of uncommon modesty, though of con-r 
siderable ability. He lives much as Moses did, on 
the mount with Grod : and as this made Moses's face 
to shine^ ** though he wist not tiiat his face shone,'^ 
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when he came down from the mount, to do the work 
ef God below, so also it is with Mr. Lovegood, though 
in my opinion, he shines less as a poet, ^an as a di* 
vine. However, from some short-hand notes he had 
in his pocket*book, he delivered the following hymn, 
supposing it to be the genuine experiene before God, 
of an humbled sinner of her description, panting for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal 
Ufe. 

THE HYMN. 

And must I sink beneath my load, 

By weighty guilt borne down? 
How can 1 bear the heavy rod, 

Of God's eternal frown P 

Who can thy righteous power withstand, 

Or who thy wrath restrain ? 
But mercy still withholds thy hand. 

And lets me here remain. 

Why should'st thou yet forbear to slay, 

If not inclinM to spare i* 
Shall I then fling all hope ayway, 

And yield to wild despair ? 

This w^re my sad account to swell, 

Too big to be forgiven : 
All sins lead down to death and hell, 

But this shuts out from heav'n. 

No : still I'll hope for grace divine, 

That mercy may abound ; 
Others, with guilt as vile as mine. 

Have still 3iy mercy found. 

Peter deny'd his blessed Lord, 

With base blaspheming breath ; 
Paul rag'd against the heavenly word, 

And hunted ssunts to death. 

What though a Magdalene had been 

Of sev^n foul fiends possess'd? 
Yet Peter, Paul, and Magdalene, 

Were with forgiveness bless'd. 

And why not I, this grace obtain ? 
Did noi my Saviour die ? 



I 
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Or did he shed his blood in vaio, 
To ransom such as i? 

O ! let me hear thy gpracious call; 

'< Come thou, with guilt oppress'd> 
<< On me let all thy hurtheos fall, 
" I give the weary rest." 

The door I trust is open stilly 
Whatever my g^ilt has been, 

And since His my Redeemer's will^ 
I'll humbly enter in. 



Mrs. Wor. Well Sir, I dare say, we are all of the 
opinion, that you need not have been so much asha- 
med of your poetiy ; But oh ! what a mercy to be kept 
from the evil propensities of our corrupted hearts, 
and to be under the sanctifying influences of God's 
most blessed Spirit. 

Lorveg. Yes madam, the blessings we enjoy in this 
world, in being so graciously converted, so merci- 
fully preserved, and kept, are inexpressible j in the 
next they will be infinite. 

Mrs. Wor. Oh Sir! how shall we sufficii&ntly ex-, 
press ourselves, for the kind providence which sent 
you among us ? Mr. Worthy, and I, both felt we- 
wanted something, but we knew not what. 

This observation of Mrs. Worthy coming home 
rather personally to Mr. Lovegood, rendered the 
conversation desultory, though still edifying. It 
turned upon the following subject, " What is there, 
which thou hast not received V^ But as the author 
aims at an abridgement of every subject, remember- 
ing the old Greek proverb,- <* A great book, a great 
evil ;*' he begs leave to close the present Dialogue, 
and resume the subject, when the conversation may 
be more to the point. 
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MR. LOVEGOOD dreaded personal praise, 
more than any thing. Having therefore re- 
tired for a few minutes, to break 'the chain of con- 
versation which terminated the last dialogue, though 
so des^^edly to his praise, he again returned, and 
thus the couversation recommenced. 

Wor. Well Sir, you have now told us all you 
know respecting Mrs. Chipman : we must next re- 
quest you, to tell us how it fared with yon on the 
Sunday. 

Loroeg. Sir, you should iSrst ask me, how it fared 
with me on the Saturday. 

Wor. Begin where you like. But we want to 
know how you succeeded with Mr. Fribble, accord- 
ing tp the dying request of Mr. Chipman. 

Lorceg. oil Sir, after Mr. Reader had sent him 
word of my arrival, he came and called on us. I 
found him as compRte a puppy as ever I met with in 
my" life .; and he invited me and Mr. Reader with a 
vast deal of Affectation, (for his father it seems was 
a dancing master,) to tea with him, as he was pleased 
to express himself, on the Saturday evening. 

Wor* Did you accept the invitation ? 

vol. III. 4 
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Loroeg. I conceived it was not in my power to say 
no : but I told Mr. Reader, it could be only on the 
condition that he should go with me ; and we had 
such a dose ! 

Wor. I suppose you found Mm to be a most curi^ 
ous sprig of diTinity, according to the fashionable 
taste of the day. 

Mrs. Wor. How could you hit it off together ? 

Laveg. Why Madam, he first began bowing and 
scraping, with. such an abundance of compliments, 
that I could not tell what to do with them. 

Mrs. Wor: Not with one half of them, I suppose. 

Lorotg. No— -nor with one quarter of them, mad^m. 

Wor. After the compliments were all over, how 
did you proceed ? • 

Loveg. Sir, he began chattering away at a most 
extraordinary rate ; first, upon one topic, then upon 
another ; I think I never heard so much incoher^it 
chatter before. But the first thing which struck me, 
was the furniture of his room. On one peg were 
hung a pair of skaits, with red Morocco straps; 
on another his violin ; at another place his bows 
and. arrows were exhibited, as he was a member of 
an archer's club ; over his chimney-piece were piled, 
his gun and other accoutrements for that sport, with 
two or three dog-collars ; then there was his back- 
gpmmon-table, his cribbage board, and among other 
pretty play things, he had his battledores, and shut* 
tlej-cocks. 

War. From the furniture of his room, you might 
easily guess the fumitureof his head. 

Lorceg. I thought that was more easily described, 
by what appeared on two or three shelves of books, 
which he c^led his library ; containing little, that I 
cpuld find, but a parcel of plays, loose poetry, and 
empty novels. 

Wor. Had lie no books of divinity ? 

Loveg. Sir, he had a few trumpery pamphlets, 
and among the rest,, he had one book somewhat bet- 
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ter bound than tke others, called ^' Tbe Refigion 
<tf a polite gentleman.^ 

9^or. In tiie name of wonder, what sort of a book 
can tbiat be ? 

Loroeg. I shoald suppose a jumble of affectation, 
and religious compliments. I asked him however 
out of eurosity, what were its contents. He direct- 
ly answered, he had only i«ad a Utile in the middle of 
it; but that the author plainly proved, that no g«n- 
tlenaian should be over m<»t)se in his religion, and 
that this was supposed to be ttie fault of St. Paul, fn* 
that he was bread a Sadducee. > 

Wbr^ A Sadducee! Bid he not mean a Pharisee? 

Loveg. I suppose lie might, but that he did not 
know the one from the other. 

Wor. And had he »o other rdigious publicatioiis 
besides? 

I/roeg. Sir, he Iwid a book called " Thesaurus Ec- 
clesise Anglicana," written by one Ecton. 

M's. W&r. Sir, we do not understand what these 
Latin titles to books of divinity mean* 

lAToeg. Why Madam, it means^ " The Treasury of 
the English Church.'' 

Mrs. Wotm I suppose tiien he had one good book 
at least ; for in the Liturgy, Artictes, and HomiMes, 
there is a treasure of divinity, remarkably gerod, 
and sound : and it is wonderful how well calculated 
those writings against popery^ s^e to confute tbe 
modern protestantism of the day,' as you Sir, (to Mr. 
Lovegood) have often remarked* 

Loveg. O Madam, Ecton's Thesaurus, contaitts 
nothing but an account of tbe worth of different liv- 
ings, and all other church preferments. If I were to 
give it anofter name, it shfould 1)e, j^ Guide to pre^ 
ferment-Hunters ; though they commonly call it 
among tbemsdves, TheParmn^s Bible. 

War. What could be liie styl6 of the cOnvereation 
of iMs pcMft* creature ? 

Loroeg. Sir, the most empty, and frivolous imttgirf- 
abe. I did not at first, (according to Mr. Reader^** 
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desire^) introduce religion too hastily 9 lest I should 
forfeit the use of the pulpit^ he supposed that I had 
not much more to do witii it, than Umself ; only he 
conceived I might be of a more grave^ and phleg- 
matic turn of mind 5 and that I was a fine orator , 
as he called it. 

Wor. I should suppose this idea respecting your 
turn of mind, might have had some check upon Ids 
frothy talk. 

Loveg. Not in the least 5 his chatter was inces- 
sant. He first began asking me, if I lived in a good 
sporting country. I waived it, and said, that I was 
fond of my study, tiiat I had a large family, and a 
good deal to do in my parish ; and that I had really 
no time for such amusements. He then said, he 
confessed he was of anotiier turn ; and that he could 
not see the need of nmx>%ing over a set of books all 
the day long. Then he went on telling me what a 
wonderful deal of game he had killed that season, 
with one Esquire Madcap, a strange wild young fel- 
low, who lives in those parts. Then all at once he 
cried, <^ Oh sir ! you really came a day after the 
fair ; for Mr. Madcap, our young Esquire, who lives 
about three miles off, treated us with a horse-race ; 
heis a merry fellow I can assure you j and really 
Sir, we had charming sport.'* I answered, I sup- 
posed it might be to them that liked it. But hints 
of that sort were of no avail ; for on he went, crying, 
" Really Sir, between the pleasures of the horse 
course in the mornings, and the card parties, and balls 
in in the evenings, we wer^e all alive ! !** 

Wor. Did you not tell him, it was much to be la- 
mented, that the people of his spiritual charge, could 
not be kept alive^ without the aids of cards^ balls, 
and horse races ? 

Loveg* Sir, I said to iiim, what was their life, 
would be my death 9 and he immediately cried, f* O 
my stars and garters / I think you were born under 
a atrange planet.^ 
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Mrs^ Wot. A strange one indeed, I suppose to 
him f but how did he proceed ? 

Lorceg. Madam^ he said I entert^ned v^ry dilffer- 
ent rwtwns of religion to Mr. Archdeacon Wildblood, 
for that he not only was at the horse race, but that 
he rode his own hoi*se ; yet he did not sporl a solo, 
for that another clergyman, young Bob Dapper, rode 
Ms horse as well as the Archdeacon. 

Wor. Indeed, this is worse than bad. What 
must be expected from a church, while sbiAe among 
its very digiiitaries are not masked even with com- 
mon decency ! But was the rattle of this empty crea- 
ture correctly stated ? 

Loroeg. Sir, when I asked Mr. Reader how far this 
circumstance was true, he told nie, that kn Archdea- 
con, known by the name of Jack Wildblood, actually 
rode his own borse ; and that before common de- 
cency was insulted, by turning Jaek into a Parson^ 
and afterwards into an Archdeacion, he was an offi- 
cer in the army ; and that aft^r having made his 
calculations, he discovered from family Connexions, 
it was probable that things spitittud, would pay him 
better than things temporaL^ 

Report also says, that while on the horse course, 
his stirrup unfortunately broke, and that he swore 
at the mob, most profanely to get otit of the way, 
lest, as he could not manage his horse, he should ride 
over them ; but bis. excuse it seems is, he does not 
swear as the Archdeacon, but as th^ Captainif 

Wbr. We all remember an anecdote respecting a 
certain German Prince-bishop, who was much given 

* Report says, some of these oaht^xj pArsons are BtiQ on half 

pay- 

f If the reader objects to the above, supposing^ that eircum* 
sta!iices must hare been exaggerated, I answer, would to God 
ttiey could be contr&dicted ! But he may be assured, that how- 
ever bad thin^ maj be with us, they are actually worse in Ire- 
land, t was teld^'^en once there, of a liean who is as com- 
plete a jooky, and as finish^ a Jack Wildblood, as die person 
who h reprdsented above. 

4# 
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to swearing ; and when accused of It^ especially as 
being sach a great indecency in a Bishop^ his answer 
was, he did not swear as the bishop^ but as the 
prince. And the next question naturally asked was, 
u the Prince went to the devil for swearing, what 
would become of the Bishop ? Now just tte same 
question rests between the Captain and the Archdea- 
con. But how could this poor brainless creature run 
on at such a.rate ? 

Loveg* Sir, he ran on as fast as ever, exposing 
himself and his fraternity at a strange rate; tiiougfa 
it seems, that Mr. Reader played poor young Bob 
Dapper a sad trick. 

War. What was that ? 

Loveg. Why, the worthy old gentleman, feeling 
himself offended at the loose conduct of these giddy 
chaps, made a sermon on this text, '^ So run that ye 
may obtain," in which he lashed these abominable 
indecencies, pretty severely*. And this sermon 
young Bob Dapper bought of Mr. Reader, who sold 
it him under the idea that it was mitdble to the season* 
He supposed it to be a thanksgiving sermon, suitable 
after a plentiful harvest ; whereas Mr. Reader com- 
posed it as being a stdtahle reproof f during tiie season 
of such an abominable outrage against all the rules 
of decency, and good order.* Poor Bob therefore, 

* Were the ministers of the church of Scotland, or of many 
other Protestant churches, to act a part nearly as inconsistent, 
they would sopn be brought into better order. If it be add^, 
that it is to be hoped such instances are rare, it is answer<^, it 
is much to be lamented that they exist at all. The evil con- 
sequences of these things, are incalculable. If a set of such 
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preach, and live the doctrines of the church of England, and' 
see if these Cobblers, at least the most of them, will not stick to 
their stalls ; the Barbers keep to their blocks, and the Tailors 
to their goose. 

Some talk of persecuting these poor creatures : but before 
they begin upon the business, it may be well iif they would fii«l 
ask themselves, if an innocent, well mtentioned man, with a fev 
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after faavi&g procured the s«!iih»i» came home firom 
his sports^ so late on the Saturday night, or rather 
so early on the Sunday morning, tiiat he had no time 
to read it oyer, but trusted entirely to the good wri- 
ting of Mr« Reader. Thus this redoubtahle spirit^ 
nal jockey, who was once <>< moved by tte Hcif 
Ghost, to take upon him the sacred office of tiie min* 
istry," took out this sermon and began to read it. 

Wor* And I should suppose, the whole of it was a 
most pointed declamation against his own conduct. ''^ 

good brains in his head, and the g^race of God in his heart, be 
not lik^y to ^ye better instruction in pmnt of relif^on, than 
such a set, so ordained, and from snch motives, as are too 
generally sent to fill the church, and then determine if it would 
^e wise, or politic, or just, to put such preachers under the cas- 
tigsOion of the law. If the plea be, that follj, and enthusiasm 
ought to be corrected, the answer is, leave it alone, and it will 
correct itself. But from what h^ already been exhibited, oth<ers 
may deserve chastisement, as much as the wildest enthusiast in 
the land. 

* During the time of Mr. Madcap's revel, Mr. Header men- 
tioned another circumstance which occurred, and which equally 
proved the inconsistency bf^these things, as belonging to the 
character of a Christian, aaa in a ten-fold more a^ravated pmnl 
of view, when exhibited in the character of a Christian Min- 
ister. 

Soon after the business of the horse-race, and all concoroitani 
diversions were concluded, the bishop of ^e diocess came about 
those parts to visit and confirm. Previous to tiiis, he very pro- 
perly sent his circular advice among the clergy, to put into the 
hands of the young candidates for confirmation, some small 
devotiolial exercises, by way of impressing their minds with a 
suitable imprbvement on that occasion. Among others who 
came to take a more moderate and sanctified peep at these fool- 
eries, was the Rev. Mr. Demure ; and yet, that he might act 
consistently with the bishop's direction, while he had been en^ 
joying these things according to the xeal appetite of his mind, 
(like a man who would now and then, indulge himself with a 
little carrion as a rarity,) he wrote to Mr. Reader on the sub- 
ject, supposing that as he could make their sermoiy for them, 
he could also make their devotions. Mr. Demure^s letter, and 
Mr. Reader^s answer to it, may not be unacceptable, as it may 
throTT a farther light on the same subject. 

«Sm, ' / 

" According to the laudable' advice of our worthy Dioce&ihn« 
we are desired to lay before the ywioig people who may be iudg- 
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Loveg. Bir, Mr. Reader told me, that he laid it on 
as thick as ever he could 9 and thus poor Boh, after st 
Aort introduction, began exclaiming against horse 
races^ as the worst of reroeU ; and that ** revelling:^ 
and such like/* were strongly prohibited : asking 
Hie question, how any but the Mends of debauchery 
wtkA riot, could sanction stich revels hy their presence ? 
and how Christians, who take the Bible ad the mo*^ 
del of tiieir Christianity, could presume to patronise, 

ed fit for confinnation/sonie small devotional tracts, that. they 
may- afterwards be properly instructed, how to do thmr duty, 
and to ^(3^ their prayerB, I apply to yon Sir, for assistance, as 
you know this week we have. been pretty much engaged in see> 
ing our friends, who came in graat abundance to partake of the 
amusements of Mr. Madcap^;lK>r8e-raoe, so that we bare ntA 
had sufficient time to attend to the pajstoral admonition, hi& lord- 
ship has condescended to send us ; and as you can make such 
excell^iit sermons for us, I haye no dcmbt out you can make 
some devotions also, which we mean to ge^ printed, and distri- 
buted as directed by his lordship. Though 1 am sorry to say, 
that some of the clergy did not properly attend to the rules of 
decency, and good order, yet I will assure you Sir, others of us, 
{thank the Almighty^) considered our duty, and came home in 
due time, so as not to suffer our innocent diversions, to interrupt 
our devotions. »• , 

"I am Sir, 

" Your obedient humble servant, 
" PETER DEMURE." 

^ Mr. Reader, not a little offended at tiie inconsistent, sanctimo^ 
uious pretensions o{ Mr. Demure, returned the following an- 
swer : 

"Rev. Sir, 

*' I have received your proposal to draw out some devotional 
exercises, for the young candidates for confirmation. 

" As to myself, had I inclination, I confess, under present cir- 
cumstances, I wish to decline the work ; as I am now satisfied 
it is high time for the clergy to convene themselves together, 
and enlarge the plan, by composing such sort of devotion as will 
be suitable to their diversions, that the world may be convinced 
respecting them, (for they begin to be much suspected,) that ac- 
cording to a scripture rule "whatever they do in word, and 
deed, they do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God, and the Father by him." 

*' Now what I conceive will prove a high recommendation to 
thii^ publication i^,. that the plan will be entirely oc^W; for though 
it h&NS been said, there is nothing new uofder the 8un« I believe 
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by their presence^ such exhibitions of mad and^wanton 
riot, which so notoriously abounded during these 
seasons of entire dissipation ? Then poor Bob again 
cried out against himself, << Feign to yourselves, 
how preposterous V would be the sight, should that 
very sacred character, of all others the most morti- 

devotional exc^ises of this sort, have never*as yet made their 
appearance ; while at the same time, it will prove a camtal cri- 
terion of the irmocency of the diversions themselves. W hatso- 
ever we do, that we can ask Gk)d's hlessing upon, will never do 
us harm. 

*' First, for the roottos to this publication; and these will be 
best found in the Bible; 

" Pray without ceasing. 

'' Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto, with aU perseverance. 
'^ Continuing instant in prayer. 

'^Now from these texts, the real Christian is at least directed 
to continue in a perpetual aptitude for prayer. 

<^ To the pioug compilers of this new publication, I beg leave 
to recommend the composing some forms of prayer on 3ie fol- 
lowing occasions. . 

<' A devout supplication before going to a tragedy. 
<' Another before going to a comedy. 
. '' A short form of prayer, to be said before a farce. 
'' Another prayer also may be necessary before going to 
a harlequin entertainment, or a masquerade. 

'^ Then let the reverend composers of <his new work, direct 
their devout disciples, not to omit any of ^e accustomed forms 
before going to bed; but as a proof of their proper gratitude to 
almigh^ God, for such blessed innocent cbmusements^ let them 
add a t&nksg^ving prayer, which for the sake of avoiding pro- 
lixity, may be made equally suitable to each of the above men- 
tioned occasions ; and then the title to such a piece of devotion 
will run thus, * A Thanksgiving Prayer,^ to be said after return- 
ing from a Tragedy, Comedy, Farce, Harlequin Entertain* 
ment, or a Masquerade.* 

'^ Atui as short titles sound best, I next advise a Puppet Show 
Prayer, that {>eople's heads may be made wiser, and their hearts 
better, by tibeir devout attendance thereon. 

'^ As children also take much delight in scenery, such as 
dancing dolls, &c. whether they be large or dmall, it might not 
be amiss to make a reHgious use of these ^rettfjumf-obatUs^ for 
the good of the rising generation, by never suffermg them to 
go to a puppet show, a play, or a ball, unless they can at least 
aay pretty pat^ the first of the three things their deoovt God- 
fathers and God-mothers engaged for them in baptism, thai they 
ihoCdd renounce the d&nl, and aU his works^ the pomps, and vc^i- 
Hes ffthie wicked worlds and aU the sinful htsts of thefiesh* But 
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fiedy and devoted to God, exhibit as a pubKe Jodwg. 
for the divereion, and scoff of the moBt wicked, and 
profane :'' asking them. Whether they had taken the 
model of their religion from the wanton tricks oi a 
set of heathens at thrir Olympic games^ or from the 
holy wmid of God ? 

JFor. Oh poor Bob ! how he was taken in ! how 
could he go on f 

Loveg It seems he hummed, and hawed, and stut- 
tered, and stammered ; took out his handkerchief 
and wiped his face, again and again ; turned over 
two or three leaves at a time, but found it all just 
as bad : got out of the pulpit as fast as he could, 

to finish the plan of this new intended Manual, which I would 
recommend to be short, that it may be snug and portable for 
the pocket, as also fit to be bound up with the IVeek's Prepara- 
tion, or the Companion to the Altar, should there not also be a 
proper prayer made before going into a ball-room, and another 
after returning from it ? A prayer also may be necessary be- 
fore a card assembly, together with a few holy ejaculations, to 
be said between the desQs. I would also recommend having a 
huntsman's prayer, and a horse racer's prayer, especially for 
such of the reverend clergy as commence their own jockies, that 
the Almighty might protect them from breaking their necks, 
while they are exposing the pure, and holy religion of the gos* 
pel, to the ridicule, and contempt of the profanest people of the 
world. I lastly ask the question, if those amusements which 
will not bend into devotion, are fit for the clergy, as their very 
office demands it of them« that they should be devout at all 
times ? and wheUier any recreations can, in any wise, be ad- 
missible among them, but such as leave them at fuU liberty 
to devote themselves to God, and for the people's good? 
Wishing that you, and all the clergy, may be as much a 
credit to their office, as their office itself would then be a 
credit to them,* 

«Iam, 
"Rev. Sir, 

" Your obedient humble servant, 

«' JAMES READER." 

It may easily be supposed that Mr. Reader lost not a flittle 
of his custom in the business of sermon-making. Mr. Pemure, 
however charitably concluded, that he was a little deranged 
through family misfortunes, and so it paMed off. 

* Some of these thoughts apoeared iu a &>mier publication, which wa^ 
not intended for extensive circulation. 
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and swoFc he woaM tell ike Ar^hdsacofi^ what a 
trick that sanctifiei fellow, old Readep, had put 
upon Mm, 

PFor. Bow in lite world could he face his papish- 
ion^^s after thi» ? 

Loroeg. Oh Sir, he has but few of them to face. 
Men (tf IMs cast are sure to empty their churches ; 
but it should seem, all his comrades had sometiting 
to say to him ^ one asked him. Who made his ser- 
mon for him ? Another wondered, how he came so 
dreadfully to quarrel with himself? A thh^ asked 
him, if his great-grandfather was not an old Puritan, 
and whether he was not so much in a hurry aa to 
take up some of the leaves of one of his old lomg 
winded sermons f It seems, poor Bob laughed it off 
as weir as he could. And thus ended this most tUs- 
graceful farce. i 

Mrs. Wot. Could Mr. Fribble approve of the con- 
duct of Bob, and the Archdeacon ? 

Loroeg. Madam, he confessed, that Mr. Archdea- 
con Wildblood went rather a little too far, but that 
the clergy vfevtfiesh avd hkmi as well as others $ 
and that one of his best sermons was written upon 
this text : ** We also are men of like passions with 
you.*' And when I told him how dangerous it was 
to interpret the Scriptures acccording to the coarse, 
vulgar sound of words, as we might thereby entirely 
pervert them from their original most holy sense, 
and design ; he cried, <^ I beg your pardon Sir, but 
why may not my notions of that text, be as good as 
yours ?" 

Wor. Could he then be so weak as to suppose, that 
our Lord's first Apostles might be as wicked as a set 
of heathens, by having the like corrupted passions 
with others ; and especially, when they came to 
preach the pure, and holy dispensation of the gospel, 
which directs and enables us, to lay aside all our im- 
pure desires, and to " perfect holiness in the fear of 
the Lord ? 

Loveg. I suppose he had not thought,' as it rMated 
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to the connexion of the words^ that the aposlies were 
only intreating the poor heathens, not to worship 
them as gods. But I have heard before now^ that 
the same, passage has been pressed into the service 
of licencwusfiesst by these inconsistent preachers of 
morality* 

Wbr* Instead of being preoeAers of morolityf whdt 
better are such^ than mere apologisersfor sensuality ? 
But what had he to say for himself ? 

Loveg. Sir, he said he thought the text might be 
taken two ways | yet as to himself, he had no great 
notion of frightening people by being "righteous 
over much ;" though for his own part, he was very 
sorry people did not keep Grood Friday, more strictly 
than they had done of late years ;* and that these 
were the sentiments of his father, and mother, be- 
fore l|im. 

Wor. What could you say to all this rattle ? 

Loveg. Indeed Sir, he gave me no time to say any 
thing, for he next began chattering away about the 
balls, and card-parties^ they have in the town, du- 
ring the winter season ; and then observed^ how 
impossible it was to spend a set of long dull nights, 
one after another, without something to prevent jo- 
vial minds from being hipped to death. Then he di- 
rectly asked me, what where my favourite games at 
cards ? but instead of waiting for my answer, which 
by the bye, would have puz;^led me, he began crying 
ou1/|about a Miss Peg Prim, a famous dancer in their 
town ; and how she moved like an angel ; and though 
Mr. Reader cautioned me against religious topics 
with him, yet I could not but observe, that I did not 
think a set of silly Misses in a ball-room, moved 
like angels. 

Wor. How did he take your hints ? 

Loveg. Oh Sir ! the shatter-brained creature took 
no notice of my remarks ; but went on chattering 

*The author is as much, for keeping Good Friday, as Mr. 
ribbl^^ ik^UviliisittUdiu^ the superstitious abuse of the daj- 
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away about what an elegant skaiter young Mr. 
Dapper was, and that though he was reckoned a 
pretty good dab at it liimself, yet how glad he should 
be if he could but exhibit in the same manner ; and 
how he and young Dapper, one rainy day> when they 
could do nothing else, played at battledore and shut- 
tlecock, and that they kept up the shuttlecock two 
thousand and fourteen times, before they let it drop ; 
and that they performed this wonderful feat within 
the space of twenty minutes, and then cried — ** Was 
not that clever ?'* 

Wor, Some people are children all the days of 
their lives. One would have thought he had scarcely 
left off whipping his top, or driving his hoop. But 
is he not a great man for archery, also ? 

Laveg. He is fond of every thing that will intro- 
duce him to show his empty airs among the giddy, 
and the gay. But at length, I thought my patience 
would have been quite exhausted : for after tea, he 
took •down his fiddle, and began playing with his 
tweedle-duin, and tweedle-dee, and cried, *<This is 
the first air my father taught me.'* Then he said, 
** Did you ever hear that charming fellow, Giardini ? 
he is certainly the first violin player in the kingdom.'* 
And when I observed, I never heard of that gentle- 
man's name before, he exclaimed, ^^ Odds bobs ! 1 
think you know nobody ;*' and then on he went, skip- 
ping, and fiddling about the room like a monkey ; 
and would, every now-and-then, be asking me how I 
liked this, and how I liked that ; and when I said 
ihat none of them suited my taste, he cried out, ** By 
Jove Sir, you seem to like nothing!'* I just gave 
bim the hint, that I supposed he principally read 
heathen authors, as he had been taught to swear by 
their gods; and immediately Mr. Reader took up 
the cudgels for me, by saying, I was fond of such 
conversation, as had in it something that was ra- 
tional, and instructive. So he hung up his fiddle, 
and left off skipping about the room, and sat down. 

Wor* I fear he was set upon a hard task, if he 

vol.. III. 5 
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was only to talk about that which was ratbnal, and 
instructive. 

Loroeg. Why directly upon this, he began compli- 
tnenting me upon the supposed powers of my orato- 
ry because I had persuaded Mrs. Chipman, though 
once so bad a woman, to renounce her connexion 
with Sir Charles; and how much the curiosity of 
the people was raised ; and what a fine s^mon th^ 
expected from me ; and that there was one great ora- 
tor about those ])arts, called Dr. Puff; and that he 
himself had done all in his power to make himself 
such an orator, by reading over Shakspeare's plays, 
and by studying Mr. Garrick's directions for read- 
ing the Common Prayer ; yet he never could come 
up to the Doctor : and when I began telling him, 
that the change accomplished was not done by my 
oratory, but by the grace of God, he directly, witii 
a great deal of complaisance, replied^ ^^ O surely 
Sir ! it was by the grace of God, and your oratory - 
put together." 

Ww. I dare say he would have chattered with 
you upon any subject you chose. 

Loroeg. I suppose he would ; for Mr. Reader says, 
the poor, vain thing, is very good tempered. How- 
ever, he entertained us for a while 'with his history 
of Sir Charles Dash ; that he was once in company 
witiii him, but that he was not in the habit of telling 
those great people, what was their duty ; that his 
mother, Lady Dash, was still living ; and that she 
was a great church-goer ; and how mad the minis- 
ter of the pBJ*ish was at her, for being almost the 
only one who came to Wednesday^ and Friday- 
prayers, when he wanted to drop them : that she 
scarce ever missed the sacrament, and that she was 
much stricter in her religion than people are now-a- 
days. Then all at once, he burst out, and observed, 
<* The clergy of our day, seem to differ about how 
strict we should be in our religion; pray, what are 
your notions on that point ?" And when I began to 
tell him of St. Paul's account of the Christian min- 
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isteVf and the Christian ministry ; he again imme- 
diately interrupted me by crying, ** Upon my word 
and honour Sir, I confess I do not pretend to un<ler- 
stand St* Paul ; and I know some of the clergy who 
are of opinion, that people would have been quite 
wise enough in their religion, if we had only the 
four Gospels, without any of the Epistles:'* 

fFor. I remember some years ago, that a vehe- 
ment, anonymous pamphlet, made its appearance 
against the writings and character of St. Paul, re- 
commending to the bishops, that all the New Testa- 
ment should be suppressed, excepting the four Gtis- 
peb ; as all the Epistles, especially those of St* Paul, 
had a tendency to promote a spirit of enthusiasm, 
and methodism as <ie called it, throughout the land ; 
and* this book he dedicated to one of our bish- 
ops.* 

War. How could you answer such a mere rattle I 
Loveg. Really Sir, he saved me all that trouble; 
for he had no sooner said one thing, but without 
waiting for an answer, he would start something 
else, quite foreign to the subject. All at once he 
cried, ** Oh Sir ! as you come from near Mapleton, 
perhaps you may know Mr. Jackadandy. He is my 
first cousin : our mothers were two sisters, the two 
Miss Prattles, that lived somewhere about those 
parts before they were married.*' I gravely said, 
Yes, I have heard there is such a yoiing clergyman 
who lives in the next parish to Dr. Orderly. Mr. 
Fribble immediately cried, *'Dr. Orderly! aye. 
Dr. Orderly ! what a queer old quici of a fellow he 
is ! he always puts me in mind of old square toes. I 
suppose he would not put his foot into a ball-room 
for all the world ; and I am told, that he will not 
speak to my cousin, because he loves a little harm- 
less mirthf he is such a precise old codger ; and they 
say his Curate, Mr. Sedate, is just such another. 

* I remember this horrid production made its appearance about 
forty years ago, and was dedicated to Dr. HinchcliiFe, a late bish- 
op of Pctersborough. 
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Now 7<Hi do not think it necessairy that we should he 
9o strict as all that : and I have a notion Sir, you 
are a Uttle strict in yonr way ; though I can assure 
you, such strict notions in religion will not do for 
the people of our town/' 

Wor. How could you bear to hear this frothy chap 
run on at such a rate f 

Loveg. Really Sir, I could not bear it, I therefore 
only spoke a few words in vindication of the re* 
spectable old Doctor, and turned him over to Mr. 
Reader. 

fFbr. And how did Mr. Reader deal with him ? 

Loveg. Sir, he talked to him far beyond my ex- 
pectation, in a very serious and appropriate manner 
indeed. And glad enough we both were, after having 
been pestered with his nonsense for near an hour and 
an half, to make our escape. 

Wor. I suppose Mr. Reader^s views of such min- 
isters are completely altered. 

Loveg. Altered indeed ! He wonders at his igno- 
rance, that such miserable bits of vanity should ever 
have been esteemed by him, as ministers of the word 
of God ! and how he laments the pitiable state of that 
town, so awfully deprived of all that is necessary to 
their spiritual good ! 

War. And what a pitiable state the Church must 
be in, when such miserable creatures are appointed 
as her spiritual guides, and are afterwards permitted 
to continue in that office ! Who in the world, with 
conscience, and common sense, could continue under 
such a ministry ! Many an application have I lately 
received, requesting my assistance towards building 
Dissenting Chapels in different places ; and however 
I may love the Church, I shall begin to think my mo- 
ney better spent than ever, for such purposes, if a 
set of better ministers can but be provided in another 
line, for the general good. Should any event in 
Providence remove you from us, a circumstance we 
should have greatly to lament : and were we to meet 
with such a successor as Mr. Fribble of Locksbury, I 
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eoiild now sever submit to a double starvation, botb 
of body and soul, within tiie stone walls of bur de^ 
serted parish chiirdi, as was the case while Mr. 
Deadman was our parish minist^, when there were 
scarcely any to hear, and nothing to be heard. But 
let mt not intavupt you in your story. 

Laveg. Blessea be Gk>d, all this produced good, 
notwithstanding $ for I urged seriously on Mr. 
Reader, the necessity ot considering the lamentable 
state of the town, and to opexk his school-^room, at 
least on the Sunday evening, for family worship, to 
which all his neighbours might have free access : 
and on those occasions, that he would offer up a 
prayer himself, or read a part of our excellent 
church service, together with a chapter from the Bi-* 
ble ; and then read some of the homilies, together 
"with other books of good, ancient divinity, once uni- 
versally preached in the Church of England, but till 
of ate, almost universally laid aside ; a plenty of 
which should be immediately transmitted to his 
hands. 

War* Did he seem to acquiesce i 

Loveg9 Sir, he promised me to exert himself to 
the utmost of his power, but that he did not know 
how he could venture to undertake such a solemn 
charge. 

War. I hope he will. This will prove a much 
more proStable way for people to spend their Sun- 
day ev^iings, than in idle visits, and foolish chat. 

Lcheg. Why Sir, I believe I have in a measure, 
l^nned him down to the work, by telling him, with 
his leave, I would make a beginning on the Sunday 
evening, after the services of the Church ; and that 
if he knew any of his neighbours who were of a seri- 
ous turn ; he might invite them as to family prayer : 
however, if he undertakes the work, it will be with 
much ^< fear and trembling.^' 

WifT. The better for that. In all religious en- 
gagements, diffidence and success are constant at- 

5* 
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tendants on each other. But must he not take odt » 
licence for his 8chool*room ? . 

Loroeg. I helieve not Sir^ according to the present 
disposition of the town ; for it i» astonishing the at- 
tention and respect which was shown me, aftcar tiie 
two sermons I preached on the Sunday. Prejudice^ 
though it seems to me, to be the brainless monflrt^r 
which the sons of bigotry universally adore, is, I 
trust, through the divine mercy, not so much that 
idol in Locksbury, as it formerly was. 

War. Blessed be God, as far as this, it is a glori- 
ous triumph. But should Mr. Reader take out a li- 
cence for himself, and his school-room, where would 
be the harm of it ? He only swears allegiance to the 
state ; and if he cannot swear allegiance to his jh*o- 
tectors, it is not fit that he should be protected. 

Loroeg. Yes, Sir 5 but then does he not, by that 
oath, put himself under the protection of the act for 
the reUef of the Protestant Dissenters ? 

Wor. Certainly so. But there is nothing said why 
he dissents i that is entirely out of the question. He 
takes precisely the same oath enforced on the clergy* 
The law only deuMinds, that every public preacher 
shall be obedient to the state. You and I, if we lived 
at Locksbury, should be dissenters from Mr. Frib- 
ble's ministry, if not from the Established Church* 
What can be more disgusting than to have the so- 
lemn service of God, conducted by such unmeaning 
fops ? That mild and wise law, therefore, '* asks 
no questions for conscience sake ;** but gives equal 
protection to all, who can give proper tests of fteir 
obedience to the state : no man is obliged to swear 
he is a dissenter ; but all public teachers, whether 
Dissenters or otherwise, swear aUegiance ; and 
would to God, that all denominations of Christians 
were^ candid to each other, as the laws of the'land 
are liberally framed for .the protection of all. 

Loroeg. tjpon these principles every clergymto 
may take out what is called a Dissenting licence, at 
any time, if there were occasion. 
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War. K be were compelled to it^ unless he hates 
the govemmenty^and wishes to overtum it ^ and then 
instead ^ protection^ he deserves a gaoL 

Mrs. Wlor* [To Mr. Worthy.] Now mjr dear^ 
jon have giren your idea as a justice, about lic^ices^ 
do let Mr. Loyegood tell us how it fared with him 
as a minister, on the Sunday. 

Loveg. Madam, I found Mr. Fribble was willing 
that I should do the whole of the duty for him ; so 
I read prayers and preached. 

Wor. I am glad of that : I doubt not but it was a 
good preparatory business to the sermon : your so- 
lemn way of reading those excellent prayers has 
been vwy useful before now. 

JIh'S. Wor. What was your text ? 

Loveg. Madam, in the morning I preached ujmn 
the purity and holiness of the law, from that text, 
'* Be ye holy, for I am holy.'* You know, that is a 
favourite subject of mine ; from thence I expatiated 
on the infinite holiness of God, and his law ; and in 
the afternoon I preached on the piu*able of ike Pro* 
digal Son. But it was with some difficulty I was 
admitted a second time into the pulpit ; for the first 
salutation, after the morning sermon^ fromMn Frib- 
ble, was very coarse indeed : ** Sir, (said he,) you 
were too strict f you were a deal too strict for my con* 
gregation. Did I not tell you, that thev would not 
like such harsh doctrine ? I am sure my Rector, Mr* 
Careless, will be very angry, if I let you preach 
again.'' Immediately a very sensible, sedate gen- 
tteman stepping forward whom I afterwards found to 
be one of the Churchwardens, addressed Mr. Frib- 
ble, and said : ^^ Sir, after such an admirable ser* 
mon^ such an one as we never expect to hear from you, 
I am persuaded, the people of the town will be very 
much disapp(»nted, if they do not hear Mr. Lovegood 
a second time; while many others expressed them- 
sCves with equal gratitude and thankfulness, for 
what they had heard." 

Wor. I suppose after this, Mr. Fribble drew in m 
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laoeg. Directly. Hk afola|;y vfts^ that he was 
apA ta £d warm ; but begged I would be less sMc^ i« 
my doctrinef when I preached ia the aftemeon* 

Wor* Sir, if you preached them such a sermtm on 
the prodigal's return, as yoii once preached to iis^ 
soon after Henry Littlewortl^s re^miy it was a v^y 
affecting one indeed. 

Lorveg. Sir, through divine mercy, I felt the sub- 
ject exceedingly ; the riotous living of the prodig;«J, 
was easily exemplified by the riotous cwsequ^ices 
of Mr. Madcap's horse-race. However, I hinted 
bat little on that low subject, befttre I e^cpatlated 
largely on the infinitely tender love of God our Sa- 
viour, towards all retunung prodigals. Then I made 
a distant allusion to the character of Mrs. Chipman : 
and in the appHcati<m, considerii^ the circumstances 
which brought me there, I was much more affected^ 
than I can express. I was so overcome that my 
voice at times faultered exceedingly, and I coula 
scarcely conclude the sermon, without many tears | 
and indeed, the congregation appeared not less af« 
fected than myself. 

Wdr. Sir, you never find our minds so seriously 
impressed, under a sense of divine truth, as when 
you feel their impressive influence on yourself. O 
what ignorance, and hardness of heart, that we are 
not all more affected at the glad tidings of salvation, 
by Jesus €5irtst ! 

Leveg. I confess. Sir, I never saw people more af- 
fected in all ray life \ A vouchsafement of the divine 
presence I trust, was very eminently upon the con- 
gregation. 

Wer* Why Sir, the Lord has ipronused *< to rain 
down rigl|;$;eonsness upon us,'^ and to give us ** show- 
ers of blessings !" these are the happy times of re- 
freshment from the presence of the Lord.'^ 

Ldveg. Yes Sir, and we have a right to expect 
more undea* the New Testament, ^ksxk under the Oil. 
Christ, in his commission to his Apostles, has entai- 
led the same blessings upon us which hQ promised to 
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them-: ^^ I am with yoa alwajs, even to tihe end of 
the world." And I really think, if ever I felt the 
diyine pf^senee, it was through the mercy of God^ 
\idiea I waspreadiing at Lockshury Church. Oh 
Sir, inow much we lose hy expecting little ! and yet^ 
what may we not expect, firom <^ the exceeding great, 
and precious promises" of the Grospelf 

War. And a man is to be esteemed' as a downright 
enthuysiast, if he humbly wai1» the fiilfilment of these 
]ax>mises. 

Loveg. It is no great difficulty to put up with the 
reproach of the world, while we resdise those bles- 
sings, so frequently prcnnised in the word of God. 
But there is a wide difference between the enthusias- 
tical reveries of some, and these holy influences from 
above, which are so wise in their opei^tions, and S0 
gracious in their consequences, as they are exempli-^ 
fied by the peaceable fruits of righteousness, which 
are produced thereby. 

Mrs. War. Dear Sir, you know we are delighted 
to hear this sort of good news. We wish you to be 
more particular. I suppose the Church was very 
fall? 

Loveg. Oh Madam, the Church was crowded. 
The curiosity of the people, all around the country^ 
was highly excited ; not only by the return of Mrs. 
Chipman, but also from the character Mr. Fribble 
gave of me, that I was a very great orator • 

Wot. Motives of mere idle curiosity are frequently 
ovw-ruled, for an abundance of good. 

Loveg. Such was the case here ; for it was ama-* 
zing with what affection, and kindness the people re- 
ceived the word; how gratefully they expressed 
themselves to Mr. Reader, for inviting me, and how 
earnestly many of them sought my acquaintance. 
Mr. Reader therefore hinted my design of introdu- 
cing framily-worship in his school-room in the eve- 
nrag (rf the day. . The whisper soon circulated, and 
the school-room was crowded. 

Wor. This was a good sign. 
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iM^. Tes Sir, and the effects of it were not leas 
pleasant to my own mind, after that s^iTice, which 
was very serious, and I trust profitable. Many <rf 
the people came about me, and pressed me to contin- 
ue with them anotiier Sunday ; mwitioning how la- 
mentably they were served, between Mr. Fribble^ 
and his Rectory and that the next parish, contiguous 
to theirs, was worse off still, as it was served by 
one Jack Bully, who was a complete blackguard** 
I told them how happy I should be to comply with 
their request, but that my own parochial chiarge ab- 
solutely demanded my attendance ; yet if they could 
procure the pulpit for me, I would take the earliest 
opportunity to repeat my Adsit. 

Wor. Your visit to Locksbury was attended with 
much more desirable consequences, than your visit 
to Grediton. But do not you think, you have al- 
ready done too much mischief against the reUgimif 
(as I suppose they call it,) of Mr. Fribble and his 
Rector, to expect a second admission into the pulpit ? 

Loroeg. Sir, I am told, that Mr. Careless does 
not mind who preaches, provided his parishioners 
are pleased, and he is left at liberty to do what he 
Ukes best ; and as to his poor insignificant curate, he 
is nobody. 

Wor. Hardly fit to be candle snuffer to a card- 
table. What an evil when such men are intrusted 
with the care of immortal souls ! and what a curse to 
the people, who have them for their ministers ! 

Mrs. Wor. Sir, we now do not wonder that you 
did not come home till Saturday evening, as you 
were so well engaged at Locksbury. 

Lorveg. Madam, I found it impossible to leave them 

* His character must be omitted from the g'eneral list, as it 
would be too bad for public perusal, only that he \vas a great ad- 
vocate for boxing", and bull-baiting; I suppose also for cock- 
fig-hting, and cudgel-playing; in order to give people an heroic 
spirit, and keep them steady to the Church, that they may ibt 
be seduced by the enthusiastic spirit of the day. — See some 
speeches in the House of Commons on this subject as detailed in 
the public prints. 
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tiH ^ latest moment I could allow for flidjr seryice. 
Many, even lamong the respectable inhabitants^ in- 
vited me to pass the evening with them, that they 
might eiyoy the same privilege of family prayer, 
which they had at Mr. Reader's ; and as to the poor, 
I was almost universally accosted by them, request- 
iag me to repeat my visit, and inviting me into their 
lioases; aafid <m this occasion, I found that the bun- 
dle of little religious tracts, you gave me for distri- 
bution, were very siwrviceahle indeed; — Sir, I humbly 
ti*itst th^re is a woi^ of grace begun, in tiie hearts 
ef many in that town, which has laid a foundation 
for m»di future good* 

Wor. One would think you had scarcely an oppo- 
naft left throughoiit the town. 

Loveg, Oh Sir, notwithstanding the general good- 
will of the inhabitants, the Gospel, as in all other 
places, had its opponents. Dr. Rationality, the 
pliysician, Mr. Pestle, the apothecary, and Mr. 
Proveall, the inathematician, went about from house 
to bouse, saying, that all this talk about regenera- 
tion, and convCTsion was downright nonsense ; and 
tliat they could explain all these things from physi- 
cal causes. And I heard that a Mr. Discussion, a 
man of c(msiderable reading, and a very leading man 
in llie Town ; though it seems he is wonderfully 
wise in his own conceit, went about, saying, he could 
not tell \^ether he was more disgusted at the igno- 
rance of Mr. Fribble, or the enthusiasm of Mr. Love- 
good ; while several other comrades of Mr. Fribble, 
especially one Jack Pert, pretended to ridicule what 
they could not understand. But still I humbly trust, 
an abundance of good has been done : and the most 
pleasing circumstance of all, arose from a visit I 
received from a Mr. Thoughtful, a serious, respect- 
able clergyman, who seems to have been entirely 
bewildered with the religious notions of the day. 

*Mrs» Wor. It will be a great mercy if some of the 
clergy in those parts, should be influenced by divine 
grace to preach, what all of them should preach, ac- 
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cording to the Bible, and their own subscriptions-^ 
the glad tidings of salvation by Jesus Christ | in- 
stead of downright heathenish moralily, or a sort of 
undefined jumble, between law and gospel, which 
nobody can understand* 

Loroeg. Well Sir, I think Mr. Thoughtful is in a 
fair way ^f being all that can be wished, as a mbiiis* 
ter, in those parts. He heard me twice eiqpound 
the Scriptures in private houses ; and with a great 
deal of humility; he acknowledges his defective views 
of the plan of the gospel salvation. His moral con- 
duct, at all times, has been perfectly correct, and he 
seems to me like a devout Cornelius, and one who 
wishes to know the truth. 

Wot. I should hope his acquaintance with Mr. 
Reader, will be a benefit to them both. 

Loroeg. I trust it will ; for before I left Locksbury, 
Mr. Reader, seeing how many people of the town 
were struck at these things, became quite coura- 
geous : though at first he was timid, yet he is now 
determined to open his school-room, upon the plan I 
first mentioned. 

Wor. I really hope an abundance of good will 
come upon all this. Oh Sir ! you must visit Ihem 
again as soon as you can : we must put up with 
Mr. Considerate, or even Mr. Legal-definition, 
sooner than that you should neglect this call in 
Providence. 

Mrs. Wor. You said, you thought poor Mrs. Chip- 
man began to look a little more cheerful before you 
left town. These tokens for good were enough to 
make you all cheerful. 

Loroeg. Madam, I prevailed with her so far, as to 
get her into the, school-room on the Sunday evening ; 
^'he sat next to her father, weeping and sobbing all 
the time ^ but when she heard how much the people 
of the town were aSbcted at the sermons which had 
been preached on the Sunday, she began to take, 
some consolation from what I had frequently hinted : 
that God permits evil indirectly, for the advance- 
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ment of his own glory. So all Ais good was brought 
aboQt at Locksbury, indirectlyy by her unhappy 
elopement, in submitting to the intrigues of tiie 
ab(Nninable Sir Charles Dash* 

War. But, under such uncommon displays of dir 
vine mercy, what need there is to guard our minds 
against the sad temptation of doing eyil, that good 
may be the result. • 

Laveg. Tes Sir, St. PauPs caution on that sub- 
ject, is truly ipse and good : but all true penitents, 
ar§ sure to be preserved from such presumptuous 
sihs, while they fear God, and tremble at his holy 
word. The idea of apostatizing into sin, will be 
more tremendous to them than hell itself: such as 
are among the pure in heart, i^ho shall see Grod, 
will never more wallow in the filth of sin. 



After this, commenced a deal of talk about regene- 
ration, on which point Mr. Lovegood was very ac- 
curate, and great, and it might b^ ery edifying if 
here transcribed for the reader's pei*usal. But as 
these Dialogues have already swollen far beyond 
the original design, nothing furtiier shall be rdated, 
than an abridgment of the present subject. 

Mr. Reader wrote to Mr. Lovegood about a fort- 
night after his departure, sending him the most de- 
sirable information he himself could possibly have 
wished to have received, as it respected his visit to 
Locksbury. This letter thi-ew an abundance of la- 
bour into the bauds of that attentive and invaluable 
servant of God. He had first to write Mr. Reader 
a letter, half as long as a sermon, for his own private 
instruction ; then he conceived it necessary to aid 
Mr. Reader, in giving him some heads of sermons, 
upon a better plan than what he formerly adopted*, 
smd, besides all this, he had to write a variety of 
letters to each of his new friends at Locksbury ; as 
from the state of spiritual ignorance in which he 

vox. III. 6 
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found fhem^ he thought it necessary to give them 
individually, a copious share of his wise, and pasto- 
ral advice. 

While thus engaged, he received a letter from his 
old friend, Mr. Slajidash, informing him of his in- 
tention to give him a visit : for though he had never 
seen him since his removal from Abley, yet, that 
now, providence seemed to grant him a release, he 
hoped they might be indulged with an interview with 
each other, from the following cau^ : His church 
was much out of repair, and wanted ^so a consi^r- 
able enlargement. He had been i*eading prayei^, 
and preaching in the Church yard, as long as the 
season would permit, that on this account he should 
have about three sabbaths to spare before the public 
service could recommence. This unexpected event, 
gave Mr. Lovegood an opportunity to repeat his 
visit to Locksbury, much sooner than he intended j 
he having been brought to a determination thereby, 
to pass the first sabbath with Mr. Slapdash at Brook- 
field, and then offer his services at Locksbury, for 
the two last sabbaths, his good old friend meant to 
continue in those parts. Matters being thus settled, 
Mr. Lovegood immediately determined upon a con- 
siderable abridgement of his epistolary design as a 
personal interview with his new friends was likely 
so soon to be renewed. On Hie arrival of Mr. Slap- 
dash, the reader may expect a further narration of 
events. 
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THE REV. MR. SLAPDASH, MR. MERRYMAN, AND 

MR. LOVEGOOD. 



THE FOLLY AND EVILS OF SECTARIAN BIOOTRT EXPO. 
SBD : TOGETHER WITH A FURTHER ILLUSTRATION OP 
THE CHARACTER OF MR. SLAPDASH. 

AT the time appointed^ Mr. Slapdash anived at 
Brookfield. He first went to the Vicarage; 
but as Mr. Loyegood's house, and pocket, were too 
scanty to deal much in the entertainment of others, 
he was immediately conducted to Mr* Worthy's 
where he was most affectionately received, accord- 
ing to the standing order of that hospitable house* 

Here Mr. Slapdash first met with Mr. and Mrs. 
Merryman, who where there on a visit, after their 
marriage. The unmeaning compliments of the peo- 
ple of the world, are never needed among those who 
*' love the Lord Jesus in sincerity :** Mr. Slapdash 
says, he never had any, and therefore never attempt- 
ed to fabricate them. The courtesy of the Christian 
being composed of better materials howev^, was not 
wanting. A deal of conversation naturally took place, 
and as it related to that variety of events, which 
have already been made known to the reader. These 
were heard with delight, and rapture by Mr. Slap- 
dash, and attended with such remarks, as might nat- 
urally be expected from one of his warm, and anima- 
ted, yet affectionate, turn of mind. 

Mr. Lovegood however, was very desirous to hear 
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how matters stood at Abley, after he had been dis- 
missed from his curacy ; and one morning, after 
breakfast, Mr. Worthy being detained at home on 
some business as a magistrate, the three ministerf^ 
walked around the pleasure grounds^ when the fol'* 
lowing conversation took place. 



Loroeg. I am anxious to know how matters are at 
Abley since I left them. Does Mr. Steepleman con- 
tinue in the curacy, who was sent to succeed me, 
when I received my dismissal I 

Slapd* Aye, he has been preaching up the Church, 
till he has driven almost all the people out of the 
Church ; and has been preaching against -schism> 
till they are all turned- schismatics, at least in his 
esteem, throughout the neighbourhood. 

Mer. What sort of a character is he ? 

8lapd. Why, he is half a papist.— In some of his 
high flying notions, he is quite a papist. 

Loroeg. Hush ! Hush ! my good brother you al- 
ways speak so vehemently. 

Slapd. There is no taking tiie devil by the nose, 
but with a pair of tongs :^ and I am sure Mr. Stee- 
pleman's doctrines is completely popish, and where 
can that lead to, but to the devil f 

Loroeg. A hea,vy charge, brother Slapdash ! 

Slapd. No more than just, be it ever so heavy. 
Who can bear the thought, that a set of ruined sin- 
ners should have their eyes, and hopes turned from 
God,^to seek for salvation in outward Churches, as 
they are called, and in the tricks of priests ? 

•Wer. [To Lovegood.] Why, there is a deal of 
truth in the observation; thousands, in different 
ways, are deluded by these means : I shall take sides 

* Alluding to a popish legendary story, respecting St. Dun- 
Stan; when the devil accosted him as ai tempter, the saint took 
him by the nose with a pair of tongs. 
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vntii Mr. Slapdadi. But do Sir, be more particular 
about Mr. Steepleman's religion. 

Slapd^ Sir, salvation with- him is just the spae 
as with the papists. He has scarcely any thing to 
urge, but that '^ jgu must keep yourself in the 
church, and trustr^JL her priesthood." As to our 
gooi^SM. reformei^^hile they universally charged 
th^^burch of Rome* bjA Antichrist, Mr. Steepleman 
tensriEts, she is the true old Christian Church, and 
the mother of us all ; and that though in some 
things it might have be^i necessary to reform, yet 
that in others we have gone too far. The power 
of the keys, is his favourite topic, and that Jesus 
Christ has delegated, all the powers of salvation to 
the priesthood, who can turn in, and turn out, lock 
in, and lock out, just as they please. He says the 
Reformers ruined the Church, by giving up confes- 
sion and absolution. 

Mer. It seems, that Mr. Deliberate spent two 
years of Us time in Ireland, before he came into 
these parts ; and he gives an awful account, of the 
horrid, evils of priesta*aft in that counliy. He tells 
us, that thousands of the poor ignwant papists, can 
live in open violation of the pure and holy law of 
God,, without the least apparent r^norse ; but di- 
rectly as they transgress the laws of their Church, 
or the directions of their priesthood, they are alarm- 
ed at the consequences, as though certain dam- 
nation were just about to overtake them; and I 
fear that Mr. Steepleman's religion, is but one shade 
better** 

Lorotg. Haw many thousands there are, of all 
quarrelsome sects, ^^ who msSsjb void the law tiirough 
their traditions ;'' arid how terribly are the conscien- 
ces of sinners, screened from conviction, and har- 
dened in sin thereby ! 

Slapd* Now, I said it, and I think I can stand to 
it, that Mr. Steepleman is quite a papist at least as 

* See much of this in Sir. R. Musgrave's account of the late 
rebellion in Ireland. 

6* 
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far as iida goes. First, he supposes, should a man 
live like a devil, yet, if he be of the true Church, it 
wiUkprove.a great step towards his salvation; but^ 
on the comrtuy, should a man live like an Angciy 
and be what he calls a schismatic, through this 
damnable sin, the most tremend^s consequences are 
to be expected ; and as to priests^ he wUl have it, 
that tiie efficacy of their functions, is in thdu*«o%fi,e, 
and is not at all affected by their characters ; so'l^at 
a priest, though as wicked as sin can make him, in 
himself, has a power, by a sort of spiritual conju* 
ration, to send others to heaven, while he himself, if 
wickedness can take him thither, is going fast for 
hell. — Is not this popery ? 

.•Mer* Indeed Mr. Slapdash, it is popery down 
right. 

Lmeg. [smiling.] I thought brother Slapdash 
would soon make you a convert. 

Slapd., Why caanot you remember, when you 
were curate at AUey, Aat you preached in my 
Church, at a meeting of Ministers ; and what a ser- 
mon you gave us on that text, ^' Having the form of 
godliness, but denying the power :'' and how yeii 
explained to us, tiiat excellent definition of a sa- 
crament we have in ^ the Church catechism, that, 
in itself it was only '^ an outward and visible sign, 
of an inward and spiritual grace ;'' and was ohly 
meant as a pledge^ or token of the divine mercies f 
Don't you recollect, how you riped up all the lying 
hopes of those who trusted in these outward signs, 
and formal Churches, instead of seeking for the in- 
ward and spiritual grace? and the absurdity that 
some have fallen into, who suppose that the outward 
ceremony of baptism, creates the inward regenera- 
tion of the heart ?^ think you were Slapdash on 
on that occasion. 

JIfer. Well, well, we must all give up the point. 
The consequences are really awful, when such wretch- 
ed substitutes are permitted to occupy the mind, in- 
stead of the realities of the gospel. Just so far as a 
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raJA confidence in Chnrches and prieats preyails* 
the need of that which is inwards and spfiritual, will 
sink in onr esteem. *f The kingdom of &»d is wUk- 
in jon.*^ ' 

Slapd* Yes, and one evil is almost sure to beget 
another. When you fto Mr. Lovegood,] were cu- 
rate oJF Abley, what were the grand objects the poor 
people were directed to seek adfter ? What you felt, 
you immediately began to preach, that you and a]l 
your congregation were a set of ruined sinners : so 
that if you had not had Christ to set before them, in 
Ids justifying blood, and righteousness, wd sancti- 
fying spirit, you had all b^n in despair together ; 
and this you know was the top and bottom of all 
your preaching ; and you remember in what a lov- 
ing, uniting spirit, you were then all kept as one, 
having nothing in view <* but the one thing needful.'* 
But when Mr. Steepleman came with his chafff no 
wonder that such as felt any thing like a spiritual 
appetite, were constrained to seek after something 
better ; and I wish with all my ' heart, that they 
could have found what th^ey spught after. But here 
from one extreme,^ they were hurried into another ; 
for, while they were driven from the Church by th^ 
disgujstfol trumpery of Mr. Steepleanan, they unfor- 
tunately hit upon a Mr. Stiff, whp it se^ms^ first 
made ai) imsuccessful attempt to get into the estab- 
lished Church, though afterwards .he put himself 
under the tuition of a Dr. Buckram, and then turn- 
ed out one of the most i^arrow-miuded, rigid dis- 
inters, I ever met with in all my life. Having 
procured a licence, h(d preaches in the farm house 
where Mrs. Goodworth lived ; and while Mr. Stee- 
pleman keeps railing at separatists,. SkViili schisma- 
tics; Mr. Stiff will be casting out bis invectives 
against the church, and all establishments y and con- 
ceitedly insists upon it, that thefr church govern- 
ment is the only one exactly modelled according 
to the word of God, and the practice of the primitive 
Christians 5 %nd it is said, that at some of their dis- 
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senting ordinations, he has been most abominably 
abusive. 

M&r. Q\ the terrible consequences of these con- 
troversies ibout mere empty forms ! For after ally 
who are the people that constitute the real church in 
the sight of God ? Why penitent believers, when 
convened together, of every party. How dread- 
ful, when any, who are thus saved, and blessed, 
are found to anathematize, antt condemn each oth- 
er! ^ 

Loroeg* How much it is to be lamented, that a 
man of a meek and mild turn of mind, could not 
have been found to instruct the poor people, when 
they wwe under the necessity of seeking for instruc- 
tion from anotiier quairter. For although it may 
appear, how well designed the established Church is 
in itself, for the conveyance of general instruction ; 
yet still, in a variety of instances, through the bad- 
ness of her patronage, and prevalence of corruption, 
every candid clergyman must acknowledge the end 
designed thereby, is by no means accomplished. 
Were then the work of puj^lia instruction confined, 
merely to any establishment, howj^ver good, the evil 
complained of would be necessarOy iucreased. It 
is therefore evident, that something is needful to be 
done, which after all cannot be done by the members 
of any established church. Therjpfore what' an im- 
pediment it is tQ the advancement of the general good, 
when people are contending about outward forms, 
while none of these things jtre precisely settied intlie 
word of God! 

Slapd* Mv* Stiff would haye given you a good 
trimmings if he had he^rd you advance tiiat doc- 
trine. 

Loveg. I sujppose he would, and almost, every ex- 
clusive sect, on the ni^pi^t ill-gi:ounded pretensions, 
has claimed the same; but as for my part, I can 
find nothing more in the Bible respecting tiiese 
matters, than that the primitive Christians Uved in 
connected harmony, and friendship with each other ,• 
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that elders, or overseers, or bishops,* if you please 
to call them so, were ordained, or appointed in dif- 
ferent cities, to govern the juniors ; and sometimes 
we hear of many of these elders, who presided over 
one and the same congregation, which happens to be 
the plain English of tiie word church ; and some of 
these it seems, had the public management, or su- 
perintendance of the people, while others of them, 
were its public teachers. 

Mer. Why don't you think that all these elders, 
or bishops, were teachers ? 

Loroeg. By no means. That passage evidences 
the reverse: "Let the elders that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honour, especially they 
who labour in the word, and doctrine ;** and we hear 
the word of direction given to the people respecting 
these ; <Ho know them who labour among them, and 
are over them in the Lord, and admonilh them : and 
to esteem them very highly in love, for theii^ work's 
sake;*' or, as we have it elsewhere, <*obey them 
that have ttie nrie over you, and submit yourselves, 
for they watch for your-souls, as they that must give 
account.'* It is strange, that from such simple rules, 
different parties should have formed such various 
conclusions, and then act with such anathematizing 
severity, towards each other. 

Met* Why, it appears to me impossible, that a 
precise mode of discipline, could have ever been fix- 
ed in the New Testament, circumstances as they 
then werei being soon afterwards exceedingly alter- 
ed. We cannot suppose that the ministry of the 
twelve apostles, or of the seventy disciples, was 
meant as a standing order for the church, otherwise 
every preacher must continue a perpetual itinerant. 
Though the same need of an apostolical spirit, will 
ever remain, because, firom the corrupted state of the 
human race, the Church is continually apt to de- 
cline ; and without such revivals, we should be in a 
wretched state indeed. 

* These words in scripture, are evidently of the same im- 
port. 
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LtroegB It is evident fi-om the epistle to the Conn- 
thianSf that the mode of worship among the primi- 
tire Chrif^ansy was very different from that, which 
in after ages was necessarily adopted* While the 
extraordinary influences of the Holy Spirit, rested 
upon the church, full liberty of speaking was al- 
lowed to all, even to the women, without any li- 
mitation* 

Mer. Do you then think tliat some of the women, 
were public preachers in those days ? 

Loroeg. They certainly were ; for the apostle di- 
rects them how to preach, with their heads veiled, 
or covered, in the public assembly. ** Every wo- 
man that prayeth or propliesieth, with her head un^ 
covered, dishonoureth her head,'* for that it was 
**uncomdy, that a woman pray unto God uncover- 
ed.'^ However, this general permission, for all to 
speak, was attended with some disorder, even in the 
purest ages of the church. Atid indeed it should 
appear, from the directions given in St. Paul's epis^ 
tie to Timothy, and Titus, fiiat somewhat more like 
a standing ministry, would be wanted, when the 
immediate, and supernatural influences of the di- 
vine Spirit, should be withdrawn. We know in^* 
deed, that an attempt to revive this mode ^f pub-^ 
lie worship, has been made among the people cal- 
led Quakers, as though the same divine power still 
existed, supposing that the immediate influences of 
the blessed Spirit, are still to be expected, in order 
to qualify their public teachers, for their public 
work. But alas ! they also prove, that while one 
sect runs into one extreme, another can run into that 
which is directly the reverse ; and thus they natural- 
ly prove the weakness of each other's pretensions. 
It appears therefore to me, that many things must 
naturally have been left to future circumstances* 
Still we should follow the general outlines of the 
word of God, and see that **all things be done de- 
cently, and in order.* 

* See J. Cor. xi. ad fin. 
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Slapd. When Mr. Stiff was ordained, it seems 
th^e was a great talk among tiiem, that the right 
to the ministry entirely depended upon the election 
of the people. As to myself, I cannot recollect in 
what place of scripture, that sentiment is revealed, 
as being a part of tl^ discipline of the New Testa- 
ment church* 

Laveg. No more can I. And what is more extra- 
ordinary, I never could find out, tfcat any one pastor 
was ordained as the settled teacher over.any particu- 
lar cliurch;* and yet I most readily admit, .that it 
is a very good human regulation, that the people 
should. have theii* stated ministers, and tiiat proper 
mi^tns should be made use of^ to provide a pure, and 
holy mii^stry, for the ediilc^on of the Christian 
churchy and that the people's^ choice, so far as they 
are fit to choose, should be properly consulted # It 
is astonishing that suchdii^utant s, cannot discover 
upon ■ what ' a slight foundation, they ground their 
contentions against each oth^r. 

Slapd. O, how Mn Stiff railed against our church 
episcopacy, « though I believe other dissenters, mild- 
er than he, aro much ^iihamed pf him for his vehe- 
ment sj4rit I and "what a dressing Mr. Steepleman 
gave hyn in return, on the following Sunday, as one 
of a set of schismatics, insisting, that it waes impos- 

* I have heard, that some have supposed this matter, from the 
allusion made to the Angels of the seven Asiatic churches ; hut 
in my humhle opinion, prophetic allusion*, fall exceedingly 
short of positive proof. Otliers have also supposed, that the 
word jmpomti proves the point, from its derivation, to choose by 
the hmdmg up of thdhand ; but scarcely any terms at all times 
abide by their original derivation. We find this word twice in 
the New Testament. In 2 Cor. viii. 19, we are told of Titus, 
and another brother, who was chosen by the churches in Co- 
rinth, to take their alms to the Macedomans. This might have 
appeared to the point, had it been to choose a mmister ! The 
other place is in Acts xiv. 2S. where Paul, and Barnabas, first 
travelled through different cities, confirming the churches, and 
then left them, after tkey had ordained or awsen them elders in 
every city. It appears here then, the reverse to what might be 
expected. The Elders were ordained, not by the people, but by 
^ the Apostles. 



76 DIAXOGUB* XXXV. 

sible there could be a Christian churchy witiioot a 
Bishop at the head of it ! How the devil must have 
been delighted at this ! 

Laveg. Well, but bx^cording to Mr. Stiff's plan 
of government, he needs not to have been alarmed^at 
the iiame of Bishop, tor his notions of equali1|r in 
their Chnrch discipline, render the whole body i^ 
them a set of Bishops, or overseers among them- 
selves, as the rule equally belongs to all : sucjh are 
the clashings between Mr. Steepleinan, and Mr. 
Stiff. No wonder at Die terrible confusion created 
on every side of the question, by such extremes ; but 
with the leave of Mr. Stiff, and Mr. Steepleman, 
something more moderate, might hav.e been the ^- 
eipline of the primitive Church. I never could see 
the great improbability, or impropriety in the idea, 
that when the Church began tp be considerably en- 
larged, the presbyters, l£at they jnight make, their 
government more compact among themsdves, shouM 
think it necessai^ to appoint a superintendant over 
their body ^ as we have it in civil matters, a May<wp 
in a corporation, presiding among, his brethern, the 
elders, eldermen, or alderpien of the City: and 
what is there in all this, that is either despicable, 
or absurd ? and yet this might have existed, without 
the least affinity to that strange, worldly govern- 
ment, afterwards adopted in the J;imes pf darkness, 
by the Church of Rome. 

Slapd. Bui what a wonderful piece pf work Mr. 
Stiff made, in ordaining \yhat he called his seven 
Deacons. 

Loveg. Why seven ? 

Slapd. I suppose that he might closely imitate the 
conduct of the apostles, who ordained seven Dea* 
cons, as we find in the Acts. 

Lorveg. Deacons ! where are they called beacons ? 
not in that chapter, but in the translator's preface, 
and that will not stand for inspiration ; though the 
summary they have given to each Chapter, is gener- 
ally very correct, and good. 



JSlapd. What must we call ibem then? 

Loveg. Seyen men of good reportf as the Scriptures 
jcall them ; — ^and I suppose, their office was to attend 
to the jffoper distribution of the estates, sold in the 
times of persecution, when it was necessary, that 
people should hare all things common, that they 
might take that burden off the Apostles' hands, 
whose office it was, to go about every where, preach- 
ing that men should repent. 

Slapd, Mr. Stiff has not adopted that into his 
primitive discipline, though that might turn to his 
advantage. 

Idirotg* Nor does he wash his disciples' feet I sup^ 
pose I and yet these were scripture precedents, as 
well as the seven Deacons, as he supposes them ta 
he. If it be necessary that we should follow them in 
(me point of view, I think we should in all ; or else 
at once admit, that each body of Christians should 
act for itself, as it judges best, - only secluding the 
"cdcked from their communion, and ^ill manifest to-^ 
' wards each o&er, all that candour, and moderation^ 
which the cause evidently demands. 

Slapd. Nay, but do not we hear of Bishops, and 
Deacons in the epistle to the Fhilippians f 

Laveg. Put the word in plain English, and it only 
means overseers, and servants; and this accounts for 
it, why presbyters, or elders, are not mentioned on . 
the same list, because they are the same charac- 
ters. 

Slapd. But is there not a particular account, how 
a set of people called deacons should act ? 

Loveg. That is how the servants should act, and 
in all other places in scripture, the same expression 
is translated servant, or minister; and this point by 
a littie attention, might easily be proved if we had 
leisure.* 

* I lay before the reader an abridge criticism on this subject, 
printed on a former occasion. 

The word A««»ovof though in very frequent use, is only trans- 
lated deacon, in two places in the New Testament; once m 

vol. III. 7 
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Slapd. Then we maj a^ wdl any* iliose three 
hcmest men who are digging in that dirulibery, are 
some of Mr. Worthy's deacon$. 

1 Tim. iii. where the word is carried through the chapter ; and 
in Paul's dedicatory address to the Philippiao church. Now I 
realty conceive, strange as it may appear, that Die mistake arose 
from a Popish original ; that communion being over fond c^gac- 
nishing their chun2h» by a multiplicity of officers, and pretended 
mystical ideas, adopted, in their vulg^te Latin translaticHi, ab- 
struse expressions, only calculated to mislead. Hence the 
word ilat^ct»x«T«i must ht by them translated Paradetus^ so they 
have rendered it in English Paraclete ; in our translation, by 
the more plain and easy term, the Comfoiler. So by the same 
Popish translators, only in the two instances quoted above, we 
are treated with the baj*barous word deacott ; and our language 
knows nothing of the character, but as received from them^ To 
illustrate this, how preposterously would it have sounded, had it 
been translated, Christ was **madea deacon of the circum- 
cision!'' there translated minister, Rom. xv. 8. And still more 
so. Is Christ the deacon of edn ? There also minister, Gal. if. 17. 
K'hus again Christ speaks of his worshippers, " Where I am, 
tlhere shall my deacons be :" there rendered servants, John xii. 
26.— St. Paul speaking of the civil magistrate, says, *^ He is a 
deacon of God to thee for good/' Rom. xv. 4, People little 
think that the lord-mayor of London is a deacon^ or rather && 
archdeacon^ he being the first magistrate of the metropolis. 
Phoebe, *^ a servant of the church,^ should, to have kept up this 
translation, been oalied a dieocon of the church ; and, if one 
word be better than another, she well deserved it. But it w^MiM 
have been a curious translation indeed, had it been rendered 
** Who then is Paul, or who is ApoUos, but deacons by whom 
ye believed ?" properly called miniitera, 1 Cor. iii. 6. Similar 
to this, *^ Whereof I, Paul, ajoi made a dpa>con ;^ that is, minis- 
ter, Col. i. 23] and again, ver. 25. "And so Timothy, the Gre- 
cian bishop, is also called a deacon,^ " If thou put tne brethem 
in mind of these things thou shalt be called a good deacon o( 
Jesus Christ,^' better transli^ted minister. Bee also 1 Thess. iii. 
2. So also, had our translators gone through with the coinage, 
and rendered the verb Aietxov«a» to deaconisey they would have 
been nearly as preposterous : for then it would have ran, " The 
mother of Peter's wife beix^ healed <^. her fever, arose and 
deaconUed unto them,'' Matt viii. 15. So it is said, " Our con- 
versation is always to be to the use of edifying, that it may dea- 
conase grace to the hearers,*' Eph. rv. 9. The women who min- 
istered to our poor Saviour of their substance, that we through his 
poverty, might be made rich, are said to have deaconUed unto 
him, instead of administered. And again, The Son cf man came 
not to be dea£oni8ed unto, but to deaconise, Matt. xx. 18. And 
as a further proof of the clumsy elects of this awkward^ unmean- 
ing new-inrentod word, even the damned themselves are re - 
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Met* Yes, and that poor woman, and her daugh- 
ter, who are picking up the loose stones from off the 
lawn, are two more of his deaeons ? 

Slapd. What would Mr. Stiff say, if he were pre- 
sent, to hear all this about his deacons ? 

Mer. And what must we say, about our deacons 
also ? 

Loroeg. Why, that Mr. Stiff and ourselves have 
Ikith mistaken their real office, or character ; and 
however wls« it may be, to put men into a probation- 
ary state of orders, yet it would have been wiser* 
still, to have given them another name. 

Slapd. And what must become of our archdesicons 
also ? Oh how Mr. Stiff used to play it off against 
that order of our Church clergy ! 
" Loteg: Why, hi point of positive institution, Mr, 
Stiff's Deacons, and our Deacons, and Archdeacons 
also, seem pretfy nearly on a par ; only we are not 

presented as s&^iiig'^ <* Lord, trUea'saw we thee siek, ftc. and did 
not deacomse unto thee ?" Matt, xxvii. 55. And to finish mj 
criticisms on this subject, Judas was a deficon ; unless it can be 
prored that the person who does the office, is not the officer ; for 
flius stands the ori^nat word, *^ He was numbered with as, and 
obtained a part of this deaeonsk^.'^^ut.Myitti more properlj mm- 
istry* And yet this deaconaf office was the aptostolic office. 
Acts. i. 15. brin^ this to a point: "that he," the elected per- 
son, Matthias, " may take the ministry, deaconskh}, and apottle- 
ship, kom which Judas by transg^ressiqn fell." Many oth^r crit- 
icisms of the same sort^ might hare been brought forward to 
prove, that a deacon is no new officer, only a servant. Upon 
the whole, it appears to me, that some good people have been 
misled by the barbarcms word deacon^ and mistaken the servant 
for the elder. Dr Owen, while he pleads for the independency 
of the churches, as it is called, yet strongly ui^es the necessity 
of the existence of a little presbytery, for the mteraal manage* 
nient of those churches. I beMevfe a variety oiX^ hristian congre- 
gations, would be much more happy amon^ themselves, if instead 
of being governed " by old men, and maidens, young men, and 
children, provided they call on the name of the Lord," and are 
admitted into their communion, they had constituted among 
themselves, such a sor| of spiritual committee, for the manage- 
ment of their church concerns. I insert this criticism, tttaX all 
parties may be less positive, and more candid and aJffectionate 
towstrds each other, and to see if I cauonot bring Mr. Stiff, and 
Mr. St^eftonaBt ziiarer together. 
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SO strenuous to contend for their diyine appointment. 
However^ had our good Reformers reduced tiie siae 
of our Bishoprics, and dispensed with this race of 
second-hand bishops, our Church discipline bad been 
nearer the model of the primitive times. Y^ s^&st 
all, I §ee very little, if any, impropriety in the office 
(^ our Archdeacons, if they did but seriously attend 
to that office, as coadjutors in the episcopal wcn'k, 
by stirring up the clergy in their different districts, 
to a more diligent discharge of their sacred works f 
so that if Mr. Stiff chooses to keep to his Deacons^ 
and we to our Archdeacons, as mere names are of 
little or no consequence, we should act much more- 
consistent with the spirit, and temper of the gos- 
pel. 

Mer. Really^ it appears to me, as though tlie 
Apostles, and their successors in the ministry, after 
they had received their commission, acted as circum- 
stances seemed to direct them, without laying down 
any plan of regular operations for themselves, or 
their successors. 

Loroeg. So it ever appeared to me. And if this 
sounds loose in the ears of some higots,- who insist 
upon it, that their's is the only form prescribed in 
the word of God, we need not to be under any great 
apprehension, from the mismanagement of these out- 
ward matters : each party takes into consideration 
the purity, and spirituality of the word of God ; and, 
according to their diffe|:*ent modes of government, 
they direct their Churches agreeably to that excel- 
lent rule. 

Slapd, I wish both Mr. Steepleman, and Mr. Stiff, 
were within your reach, that you might give them a 
good lecture for their bigotry. 

Loveg. Though I utterly dislike controversy of 
this sort, yet as I equally hate the bad consequent 
ces of bigotry, I should not cajne if they were. I 
would then ask Mr. Steepleman, wiiat would become 
of his high Church, episcopal religion, w^*e he to 
pass the Tweed into Scotland, where tiie established 
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rri^ioB is presbTtemm ? Then be immediatelj be* 
cones a dus^itery or, to speak in his own proud 
language, ^* he would be living in schism, - against 
the established religton of that country ; and would 
midntain, that there were no Christian Church, be^ 
cawie they have no^Bishops/' 

Sk^d. And conseqnently they are all going to hell 
together, though their hearts may be as Ml of grace, 
as his head is full of these strange, high-church ima^ 
ginations. I iMnk you might also ask, wh^^ is the 
harm, if a Scotsman should continue a presbyterian 
in England ? and where is the harm of an English- 
mah being an episcopalian in Scotland ? Have I a 
right to knock a man^s brains out, because he is a 
Jew, or a Mahometan? Therefore how much more 
harrid, when they, who call themselves Protestant 
Christians, cannot have the least Christian charity, 
one towards another ! I believe there is not a party 
big<^ upon earth, that would not pensecu^^ if he 
could. Blessed be God, for a more enlarged heart, 
that we may love all that love God, and love to obey 
him. 

Laveg. And upon this principle, my good old 
friend, I feel it would be my privilege, to hold 
Christian commnnion with every protestant Church 
upon earth. Were I in Germany, it would never be 
a question with me. Are you Lutherans or Calvin- 
ists, but are you Christians ? N(M* would it distract 
my brains, or concern me, if their modes, and forms 
did not altogether suit my judgment, or taste ; and 
were I to attempt the reformation of such matters at 
the expense of peace, I should do abundantly more 
harm flian good thereby. As in the Church, so it is, 
in a great measure, in the state. Have I, or has any 
one else, a right to go from state tp state, and try to 
overturn their different existing governments, because 
they are not modelled according to that which I so 
much admire in my own ? This would be like an un- 
skilful surgeon, who would hazard a mortification 
for the sake of cutting off a wart^ I wish people 
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would but act more according to that exc^XknA 
prayer in our Church liturgy^ that we may be '^hi^t 
in -the unity of the spirit, in tite bond of peace,-and 
in righteousness of life/'* 

Slapd. Ah, Church liturgy ! how Mr. Stiff rails 
at Church liturgies, while his oWn prayers, wkh a 
Very little variation, are as much a form as any of 
ours, and I am sure, not more scriptural, nor yet 
more spiritual ! 

Loveg. I suppose then, we should have but a bad 
bargain of it, if we were to exchange our form for 
his. But what are their psalms and hymns, bnt 
forms of prayer or praise ? I think the least he can 
do, is to let us alone with our forms, while he us so 
formal himself. It would hare been well if tiiie poor 
people of Abley could have met with such a man as 
Mr. Peaceful^ instead of Mr. Stiff. 

Mer* Was not Mr. Peaceful the Minister who 
was in the habit of visiting Mrs. Gkiodworth i I have 

* It may not be amiss, to remind every high Churchman' of 
Mr. Steepleman's spirit, of a passage that is to be found in -the 
beginning of the Common Prayer Book, Concemmff the service 
of the Church, as it breathes that spirit of true Christian can- 
dour, that should never be forgotten. 

'' And in these our doings, we condemn no other nations, nor 
prescribe any thing but to our. own people only, for we think it 
convenient, that every country should use such ceremonies, as 
they shall think best, to the setting forth God's honour, and glo- 
ry, and to the reducing of the people, to a most perfect, and g^y 
living, without error, or superstition.'' Had they adopt^ the 
practice of such liberal sentunents nearer home, would not the 
Church of England have shone more, as being possessed of the 
temper, and spirit of the Church of Christ ? and which of her ad- 
vocates will vmdicate that spirit whereby she stands aloof from 
all other reformed churches throughout the Christian world, 
without having the least ministerial fellowship, and <;onnexion 
with them ? Even the most able, and excellent ministers of the 
established church of Scotland, though precisely under the same 
civil protection with our own, are periectly secluded from any 
connexion with our establishment How often have I heard, 
even candid dissenting ministers lament the fact, that while the 
ordination of a Popish priest, is deemed valid, so that after re- 
cantation, no further ordination is demanded ; yet if a protest- 
ant minister of any country, wishes to join her community, reor- 
dination is rigidly required ! 
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often heard 7011 mentiim his name with mnch appro* 
batioli. 

Loro^* ! he was a man of a most excellent i^i- 
rit; and, though from principle he was a dissenter^ 
yet nothing could equal his loye to all, who << loved 
the Lord Jesus in sincerity." Every thing that was 
hitter, and railing, he utterly abhorred, while he 
was the kindest apologist for all, however he might 
differ from them in things not essential ; and while 
he would make an apology for himself, as it respect- 
ed our Church liturgy, to which he could not well 
subscribe, yet he would admire its general tendency, 
and even would say, with its few defects, that he es- 
te^ned it to be one of the national blessings of the 
land, as a general knowledge of the truths of the 
goi^l, was thereby wonderfoUy preserved. 

Mer. It is much to be lamented, that we should 
lose Ihe services of so good a man, on account of such 
scruples of conscience. 

Lavegf Not at all. The Dissenters are a very 
useful body ; and in numberless instances, nothing 
can be done without them. 

Mer. I hope you will except Mr. Stiff, and his 
fraternity. 

Loroeg. With all my heart. But these good men 
may work where we cannot, and in many places 
where their aid is deplorably needed; and why 
should we wish all the good men to work in one line ? 
— ^It is amazing what an abundance of good Mr. 
Peaceful does among all the' Dissenters in these 
parts, his spirit is so tender and good. 

Mer* I suppose Mr. Peaceful might have had some 
other objections against conformity. 

Loroeg. Yes he had. His principal objection seems 
to have been, the much lam^ited want of discipline, as 
also the too near affinity between the Church and state: 
but then he would candidly acknowledge, as it was 
national, it could scarcely be expected to be other- 
wise ; and that national establishments, like all hu- 
man things^ must have Iheir advantages, and disad- 
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Tftttteges ; ttaft consequeiitly, as tiie stote had n right 
to her choice about religion, so the Dissenters were 
lett at full Khertjr to choose fer themsetves ; and Ibat 
it was no more right for Ihe Dissenters to attack the 
established Church, than it would be for the esta- 
blished Chm*ch to oppress the Dissenters. Biit no- 
thing delighted Mr. Peacefol's mind so nnich, as to 
make his suinotations on 6t. Paul's Tiew tdiont the 
distincti<ms of meati, and days, and ht meats oflbred 
to idols, which exemplifies so much of tiie forbearing 
mind of Christ, in the character of that Apostle.* 

Mer. Sir, my mind has been much occupied on 
that subject of late. How much the Apostle urges 
the meekness, and gentleness, of the Christian cha- 
racter. 

8lapd* One wonders that an angry bigot, can live 
after he has read those cimpters, tf he has the grace 
of God in his heart. 

JHer. A bigot with the grace of God in his heart f 
Two principles, isrtrangely opposite, and th^e to be 
Ihe inhabitants of the same bosom ! But let us retircf 
into this pleasant retreat, and talk these matters ovei« 
more seriously : the weather is delightfully mild, 
for this advanced season of the year, and I fear this 
subject is too much overlooked, I am sure it has been 
so by me. [They sit down, and the conversation re- 
commences.] 

Loroeg. [With a small Greek Testament in his 
hand.] Nothing can equal the tenderness of the 
apostle'9 mind in the 14th of the Romans. You know 

''' Nothing* is more to be lani^ited, than the angry 8|>irit, with 
which these different oontroversial writers, treat each other, 
while the high churchman rails at Uhe schismaticai, of every par- 
ty, with the most superstitious contempt, the dissenter ia return, 
will exaggerate the most trifling causes for dissent, against the 
churchmen, in language equally uncuidid, and unfair, I forbear 
to mention the names of several authors of this ang^ cast. The 
writer was exceedingly sorry to find, that on the wrapper, Dr. 
Gill's reasons for dissent, appeared on sevmi of the numbers of 
this publication, without the author's knowledge, and consent, 
which the publisher immediately withdrew, at the author's re- 
quest. 
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tiiat tlos cluster refers to those Christians, whose 
minds were not perfectly free from Jewish prejudices ; 
and, though they ill understood the holy liberty of 
the gospel, and their consciences were consequently 
OMsguided ; yet still it was in matters, not essential 
to salvation. These, while thus ^* weak in faiths 
were to be received, but not to doubtful disputations,'' 
or in other words, to unnecessary wranglings, and dis« 
cussions. The dispute ran in this chapter, it should 
seem, upon keeping Jewish seasons, and eating meats 
according to the Jewish law : this was certainly for 
want of better knowledge; and yet what a kind apo- 
logist St. Paul was for them, in regard to eating 
meats ceremonially impure ! What a spirit of love 
he inculcates by that observation. ^^ Let not him that 
eateth, despise him that eateth not ; and let not him 
which eateth not» judge him that eateth, for Gkxi 
hath received him." « Who art thou that judgest 
aii€^er man's SM*vant ? To his own master he stand-' 
eth, or falleth ; yea, he shall be upholden, for Qod 
ia able to establish him." In the same spirit he goea 
on. about days, only observing, ^* Let every man be 
fully persusuled in his own mind ;" and I rememb^, 
that was a favourite expression with Mr. Peaceful. 

Slapd. I wish it had been a favourite expression 
with Mr. Stiff, Ft might have made a better man of 
him. ^ 

Laveg. Aye, and of Mr. Steepleman too ; but let 
us forget them both, and mind the lovely remark of 
the Apostle on the subject : << He that regardeth 
the day, reg^u*deth it unto the Lord : and he that re- 
gardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard 
it : << He that eatetii, eateth unto the Lord, for he 
giveth God thanks ; and he that eateth not, to the 
Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks ;" that 
is^ on both sides of the question, they acted according 
to their light, and consequently were not to be judg^ 
of each ol^er. 

Mtr* And what a lovely conclusion he draws from 
it, " For none of us liveth to himself^ and no man 
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dieth unto himself ! For whether we live, we live 
unto the L<»^ : whether we die, we die «ffi4» 
the Lord ; whether we live therefore, or die, we 
are the Lord's. What a wonderful change mwk 
have been wrought upon the ynind of this once etiffi 
higotted persecutor, to make him so much tiie re* 
verse to himself, so gentle, and so mild ! 

laveg.But I think this most lovely spirit, is still 
mwe richly displayed in what the Apostle far- 
ther remarks : *^ Let us not therefore, judge one 
another any more, but judge this rather, tiiat no man 
put a stumbling block (or cause of scandal) in his 
brother's way. I know, and am persuaded, by tbo 
Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean in itsdf, 
(though before the coming of the Lord Jesus, many 
things wi»re prohibited as being unclean ;) but slill 
to him who esteemeth any thing unclean, to Um it 
is unclean.'' And now mind, what a lovely conclU-» 
sion he again draws : <« But if thy brother be gne^-' 
ed with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitabfy 
•r (according to love) destroy not him with thy meft^ 
for whom Christ died."* •< Let not Ihen your gW* 
be evil spoken of; tor the kingdom of God is not 
meats and drinks, but righteousness and peace, «id 
joy in tiie Holy ©host." 

8lapd» Stop 1Ji^<e brother Lovegood, for amo- 
ment, that's the point. — If any could go to the devil 
with such blessed, excellent tempers, I should like 
to go with such for the sake of good company ; and 
fiien let a set of violent bigots, curse, and excommu- 

* The loftier may find, that Mr. IjcfregooA, in re&dift|^ hk 
Greek Testament, made some sli^bt alterations in the text* 
which, after all, are so insiffnificant, that they prove how well 
the pnhlic may confide in the present translation. But on that 
eicpressioB, destroy not him for whom Christ died," he first re- 
marked, that the drift of the argument was only to show how tlfte 
pe(ice of such was destroyed, and not that the purposes of God 
according' to election could not stand if the will, of an angry 
bigot should strive to prevent it. He further showed that such 
were at least the attempts of such angvy bigols, however mirao» 
cesfiful Utose attempts might prove. 
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iiktte each «&ciry as bardy aad aa fast as fhey can, (m 
sicGQuat of a set of nonessential punctiUos ; provided 
wa can Mve together on earth, as helieving that the 
same heaven, if we are. blessed with the same mind, 
IS to receive us all at the last. 

Laveg. You will speak like yourself. But it is 
next said, that ^^ if in these tilings they s^rve Christ, 
they are acceptdUe to God, and approved of men." 
There is no hell for Ae holy, nor heaven toir the nn-* 
koly : indeed we have heav^fi in us upon earth, when 
we are holy. But do let us finish our observatifms 
on the chapter, which I conclitdb to^ be one of the 
best recipes to cure the bigotry of the human heart. 
*^ Let us th^prfcu;*e, pursue the tilings which lead to 
peace, and the things whereby one may edify, or 
buildup suiother; €(»r meat destroy not the work of 
Cto^** Now in my opinion, this evid^[itiy refers to 
tkoae for whom Clu4st died, and who ai*e the work-" 
nuuMdiip of his Spirit. • Then we. see how the Apois^ 
tie next obs»*ves, ijiat tbi-ough ^e liberty of th^ gos- 
pel dispensation^ ^ all things are pure ; but &at it is 
evil^ to a man who eatetb with i^ence^'' against his 
awiti jtti^ment. ^* Therefore it is good neither to 
eat flesh, or drink wine^'^ by which a weak brother 
stumbleth, is offended or made weak. Hast thou 
&ith, have it to thyself before God. Happy is he 
wha condemneth wot himself in that which he allows, 
for he that doubts" about these ma^^ters << is cdn^ 
drained" in his own judgment *^ if he eat," for want 
of thia faith of knowledge $ '^ for wliatsoever is n&k 
of faiths is sin." 

Slofd* h wish the worthy translators of the New 
Testament, had used a milder word in tJieir transla- 
tion ct that passage. Mrs. ^rUple, a good woman 
in our parisdt« one of a very consoientious turn of 
mind, was k^ from tiie sacrament a long time, till 
I explained matters to hpr^ and gave her to under*, 
stand, that the passage had no reference whatsoever 
to the sacrament $ andUiattiie passage, which still 
more alarmed her about eating, and drinking our own 
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damnation, did not mean eternal damiiailion» but a 
temporal judgment, as was evidently then the case 
of the CorintUlan church: << For this cause many are 
weakf and sickly among you,. and many sleep." 

Loroeg. I fear many good people are sadly puzzled 
about such passages as these; but then we should 
take more abundant heed to explain tiiem.^ 

J^hr. It has oftentimes struck me, that much of 
the same excellent temper, and spirit is likewise 
manifested by the Apostle, not only as it reqiects 
meats and days, but also in things offered to idols : 
I fear that this subject also, among common people, 
is but little understood. 

Loroeg. As we have a little time before us, we will 
trace that subject also. Tou know that the heathens 
in those days, adopted a superstitious trick, in offer* 
ing the beasts they killed at the shambles, to some 
of their heathen deities. A portion of the offerings 
was sold, and another portion of them was eaten in 
the idols^ temples; while some, even of the primi- 
tive Christians, of a looser cast, too many of whoili 
were found in the Corinthian Church, were frequent- 
ly seen sitting in the idcds' temples, and eating these 
offerings with others, as though they were idolateris 
too. The Apostle, therefore, very jftstly blames 
them, for this lax, and wanton conduct : for though 
&ey knew that the idol was nothing, and the food 
neither the better, nor the worse for their supersti- 
tious conduct, yet whUe weaker bretiiem were offen- 
ded thereby, Ibat altered the case. What a spirit 
of love he exemplified, wheni he said, ^* If meat make 
my weak brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while 
the world stands !'' 

Slapd, Oh, how soon would these bitter controver- 
sies about trifling non-essentials be at an end, if all 
were blessed with the same spirit of love ! and what 
a distinction the Apostle makes, between that proud 

^ This sQbjecl is more lai^gpdy explained ia Dialegiie fkt 

5ih. 



^^ knowledge whidi poflfeili up, and fliat humble lore 
which edifieth !" 

Lvoeg. Tea, and how kindly he apologises for 
those, who in judgment, differed from himself! 
'^Howbeit, there is not in every man this know- 
ledge ? for some with conscience of the i<{ol, unto this 
hour,. eat it as a thing ofifered unto an idol, and their 
consciNfice being weak is defiled f but meat com- 
mesdeth us not to God : for- neither if we eat are we 
the better, neither if we eat not are we the worsel'* 
But tiben we are to take heed, lest this liberty should 
b^M)me a stumbling block to them that are weak ; for 
*^ if we sin against the brethren, and wound their 
consciences, we sin against Christ/' 

J\i€T. Has not the Apostle some additional ve^- 
marks of the same nature, in the tenth chapter of the 
same epistle ? 

Loroeg. YeSf and most tend^, and delightful re- 
marks they are. Oh ! what is Christianity without 
the- loving, and forbearing nund t}^at was in Christ ! 
But we will turn to them. He firdt observes, many 
things may be lawful that al*e not expedient, because 
■feey edify not : how beautifully therefore he directSf* 
*' Let no man seek his own, but ev^ry man another's 
wealth, or good !" And after some further direction, 
as it respects the weak tM>nsciences of. others, what 
an admirable conclusion he draws ! '* Whether th^*e« 
fore ye eat, or whether ye drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God ; give no offence^ 
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to" your 
brother Christians, called <^the Church of God*^ 
even as I please all men in all (lawful) things; n<^ 
seeking my own profit, but tiie profit of many, that 
they may be saved.'* 

Slapd. And I think to this we may also add that 
most beautiful passage, which displays so much of 
the same blessed temper, << Unto the Jews, became 
I as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews : to them that 
are under the law, (ruled by the Jewish law,) as 
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uttd^p the law $'' while he acted tiie same towardB 
the Gentiles, as being without law, that he nugbt 
« gain th^iL also/' << To the weak, that I mi^ht 
gain the weak. I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means sare some ; and this I do 
for the gospePs sake.'' 

JMfT. Then it should appear, the crime was not m 
diffeiing in jadgroent witii others ; for it seems Ifai^ 
differed even with tiie Apostle hiinself, hnt finr show- 
ing such a contentious spirit against each other. One 
would think that this breed of coarse Christians, had 
never read the thirteenth of the first of Gorinthians, 
concerning that charity or love, ** which snffisreth 
long, and is kind, that envieth not, that vauHtetii not 
itself, that is not easily puflbd up." — Let me see, I 
forget what comes next. 

Lorv^. Why, that love is a modest grace ; it does 
<<not t^have itself unseemly :" that it is a disinte- 
rested grace ; << it seeketh not its own :" that it k^a 
peaceable grace $ f/ it i» not easily provoked :" that 
it is an affi^tionaAe grace ; ^* it thinketh no evil." It 
is also a most happy, and comfortable grace ; for it 
rejoieeth not in iniquiiy ; but it rejoiceth in iii» Imth : 
and lastly, it is a most patient grace ; it ^^ bearethr 
all things, betieveth all Idbings^ bopetkaU things, and 
endureth all things." 

Mer. While mankind m*e so corrupted, what need 
have we for the esereises of these graces inwards to 
each other ! [To Mr. Lovegood.] Sir, when I first 
heard you preachy tiiat natiu*aUy sent me to the Bi« 
hie, and I was immediatelyv convineed,^ that the reH- 
ff^on of that book w»$ the religita of love : and I now 
esteem, it a. mercy, that I > bad none of tiiose educa- 
tional prejudices tQ contend with. 

Slapi* Do not ran. &em l&e subject, my yonng 
fHendr as< I sometimesi do-,, when I get into the pulpit, 
tiU my text brings me back agaim What becomes 
of the religion o£ Mr* SMeepleman,. or Mr. SOffy if 
this be tkeiteU^mOf the Bible i 

Lcfteg* Oh> my good old Mend^ I am more tiiaa 



eiw eofiTiBeed af tiiis, vi^ I caBsi4«r otber passa- 
ges wUeh have suoh a retBaiHk:ably strong reference 
to our tempers, and ike fedkigB of our minds, on all 
ttese 9<xa8i0R6, b^ire 0«d. How much of the 
mod of Chmst appears in that passage to the Ephe- 
miis! << I therefore^liie prisoner of ti^ Lord, be- 
seech you, that ye walk worthy of the vocation where- 
:mth ye, are called, with afi lowliness, and meekness^ 
wi^h long suflH^i]^, foiHbearing one anotiker in love, 
taiieavourif^ to keep the unity of Ike spirit, in ^he 
bond of peace.'' 

Mer» And what a heaven eve»i iqpon earth we 
should eik|oy:, if aHthe peii|ile did hut prove l^e re- 
sdity of tiieir Cfarii^uurity, by following the same 
Apo^e^s advice, in ** laying aside all anger, wrath, 
and BQEaMce i" and Instead of these, ^* as the elect of 
God, holy and brioved^ put on bowds of mercies^ 
l^lfkdness, humbleness €^ mind, meekness, loqg tmlfer- 
iAg, forbearing one another, Isrgi^ring oM another : 
if any man ImviB a <q|fiian«el agidnst any, even as 
Christ forgave as ;" and Aen agam, ** above all 
things put on love, which k the bo«d of perfectnesa.^ 

Loveg. Ob^ tills is Christianity indeed ! I oiioe 
heard vi a Deist, who cmM ridicule the BiMe, whMe 
be was entil*ely ignoranft of its cottiteitits, and design. 
B«t when he was rtferring to tiie twelfth of the Ro- 
mans, he was not only struck witili the parity, and 
sublimity of the subject, hut at his own wickedness, 
and fblly, for having ridiculed a book, so wonderfully 
^culaied to pronrote the good of mankind : »tdhow 
admirably are these blessed tempers inculcated in the 
4ame chapter 4 ^^ Let hive be without dissimulation } 
abtuH- that which is evil, deave txi that which is good ; 
be kindly affectionate one to another wifli brotheriy 
love, in honour preferring one ano&ei*^^' 
. SlAfd. Almost the whwsie chapt^ runs up^i that 
subject ; but the coaclusioa is most excellent : ^* Re- 
ccMnpense t6 no man evil finr evil. If it he-possible^ 
live peaceably with all men. Bearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves^ but rather give place unto 
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wrafh. TherefiHre^ if thine enemy hung^, feed hini ; 
if be thirsty give him drink ; for in so doing thou 
sfaalt heap coals of fire on his head/' 

JHer. We shall have enough to do, if we quote all 
the passages that relate to this subject : the sum 
and substance of the Bible, seems to be nothing but 
love. 

Slapd. I am sure all the epistles of John, are ^i- 
tirely on that subject. <^ Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God.'^ 

Loveg* Aye, bom of God ; and by that woi*d, how 
evidently it appears, we have no solid prot^ of rege- 
neration, but by its effects, as produced by the grace 
of love ; for << love is the fulfilling of the law.*' 

Jtfer. The doctrine of a divine change seems to 
me, to be the glory of the scriptiH'es. 

Jjyotg* Tes, and a full proof of their divine origi- 
nal. None but a God of Almighty power, could 
dare to give the prcmiise to change the heart of man> 
since nothing short of such an almighty power can 
accomplish a change so glorious. 

^£r. I can put my solemn amen to that truth ; I 
never can be too much humbled for what I was : nor 
can I ever be too thankful for what, by the grace of 
God, I trust I now am. Oh, that text ! << What, 
know ye not that your bodies are the temples of the 
Holy Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God^ 
and ye are not your own ? Te are bought with a 
price, therefore glorify God in your body, and your 
spirit, which are Grod's." 

Slapd* It strikes me, I will preach upon that sub^- 
ject in your church, when you are gone to Locks- 
bury. 

Loroeg. Ton cannot take a better. 

Slapd* But will you try to make me a hymn, suita- 
ble to the occasion ? for I am no poet. 

Loroeg. I will attempt to put a few rhymes toge- 
th^^ to the best of my power } I can go no farther. 
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Soon after this, Mr. and Mrs. Worthy^ and M 
MerrTman, came up, otiierwtse, their profitable c( 
versation on the new birth, might have continue 
They took a further range about the pleasure grouni 
and then returned to the house. ' 

Mr. Lavegood, shortly afterwards, went his seco 
journey to Locksbury, wiiich was no less gratef 
and satisfactory to him, than the former. But I 
Rationalify, Mr. Discussion, and others, took 1 
pains to procure Dr. Stately, and his curate, A! 
Leadhead, to whom Mr. Fribble very readily h 
the pulpit, to confute the enthusiastic notions of ]^ 
liovegood. But this they did in such an absurd, a 
contradictory manner, that they entirely conful 
themselves thereby. Dr. Stately held him out 
arms' length, with the most supercilious contem 
as being hypocritically strict, and sanctimonious 
his religion, while his curate, Mr. Leadhead, coi 
understand him no better, than that he waaa prea< 
er of faith without works ^ both of them chargi 
him also with several other preposterous notions, 1 
most contradictory, and absurb ; and the result ws 
that the pec^le's minds were not a little confirm 
in those essential trutiis, which Mr. Lovegood h 
before delivered among them. 

Mr. Lovegood also told about a Mr. Timid, wh( 
he found out in that neighbourhood, who, though 
preaches the gospel, yet does it in such a cold, a 
q^utious manner, that nobody is the better for i 
that he is ever pleading the necessity of so preac 
ing^ as not to give offence ; and that he had no noti 
of exciting people's prejudices, by being too plai 
Thus, while by attempting to render " the preac 
ing of the cross'' of Christ palatable to the worl 
so as that '< the offence of it might cease," neith 
the world, nor the church would give him credit i 
his design. Mr. Lovegood however, is of opinio 
that if he could be got to take some of Mr. Slapdasl 
elixir, which while it warms the constitution, ai 
is an excellent stomachic, yet never throws into 

8* 
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ftv-er, it migkt purge him of some of his worldly 
prudence^ and thus make him a useful mtnister in 
fliose parts. 

As it is now high time to abridge all these events, 
nothing more shfdl be laid before the reader, than 
Mr. Lovegood's hymn, made for Mr. Slapdash's 
sermon, as mentioned above. 

It seems, the sermon was much in his own style. 
When he had to display the regenerate heart of man, 
under the metaphor of the living temple. Ids imagi- 
nation became so sprightly, and his language so ani- 
mated, that it was almost a query with farmer Lit- 
tleworth, Thomas Newman, and many others, 
whether he was not nearly as great a minister as 
Mr. Lovegood himself: however the reader may 
depend upon it, that Mr. Slapdash became a great 
favourite at Brookfield, and that his visit was at- 
tended with an abundance of good, thouf^ it was 
the opinion of Mr. Spiteful, and Mr. Doolittle, 
that he was one of the maddest fellows that ever 
entered a pulpit; while he was followed with the 
cold pity of Mr. Wtsehead, that he was sorry he 
was not more rational in his religion, though he be- 
lieved him to be a good-hearted man, though so ex- 
travagantly wild. 

Were the whole life, and conversation of Mr. 
Lovegood to be drawn out, at full length, so holy, 
and active was he in all manner of conversation, 
that these little yt>lumes, might soon be swollen into 
volumes, much too bulky for the public use : on this 
account, many pleasant, and profitable occurrences 
must be omited, while the copy of the hymn, men- 
tioned above, shall conclude the dialogue. 

THE HYMN. 

^^Believer^y the Temples ^ifte Holy Ghoit.'^ 

:Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

Produced at iiitrt, by ponii^ dkrix^ 
Man aa a creature stood, 
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A sacred building' in desigfn, 
A dwelling-place for God. 

With fifiisii'd art the pile was rear'd, 

Well fitted for its use ; 
Just symmetry throughout appear^, 

And glory nll'd the house. 

God smird in friendl^jr risits there, 

And thus his dwelling blest, 
While solemn acts of praise, and prayer. 

The creature's love exprest. 

But sin defaced its form, and broke 

The stately structure down ; 
His ruin'd temple God forsook. 

And left it with a frown. 

Polluted thus, and thus abhorr'd, 

The house in ruins lay, 
Until again by Christ restor'd. 

His glory to display. 

Ijaid deep in love this building stands. 

Cemented with his bload ; 
Work'd all with unpoUiited hands, 

And fitted up for God. 

Here his transforming Spirit dwells, 

To beautify the place ; . 
With kindly influence sin expels, 

And sheds forth life and grace. 

Oh, dearest Lord ! return, reside, 

Within each sinful heart: 
Be thou our king, and none beside. 

And never more depart. 

As temples of the living God, 

Thus shall we prove thy grace. 
We'll sing aloud redeeming^ blood, 

And chant thine en^ess ptiaise. 
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DIALOGUE XXXVI. 



MR. CONSIDEaElATE, MR. TRAFFIC, FARMER LITTLEWORTH 

AND MR. LOVEGOOD. 



NO GOOB MAHRIAGES, FROM BAD MATCHES. 

SOME time after, Mr. Merryman set the oxani- 
ple of marriage, in his union with Miss Worthy, 
which is said to have been so honourable in itself^ 
and was so honourably conducted by them,^^at 
other matches were thought of. ,Henry Littlewortk 
had the happiness to be united to Mr. Consider£|,te's 
daughter, and Billy Traffic was determined to make 
himself happy witii Miss Nancy Littleworth ; and 
about the same time. Miss Patty Littleworth, was 
married to Will Frolic, mentioned in dialogue the 
sixth. 

Previous to the final settlement of tihiese marriages^ 
it vfBS thought necessary that the old people should 
meet together, to arrange the family concerns of each 
party. As it would, on the one hand^ be very wrong 
in me to divulge these family secrets, so, on the other, 
it would by no means prove an interesting subject to 
the reader. Suffice it to say, the meeting took place 
at Mr. Considerate's ; Mr. Lovegood, for l^e sake 
of his wise advice> being one of the party 9 and in 
the evening of the day, the conversation took the 
following turn. 

Far. Well, Mr. Considerate, I tells my son Har- 
ry, he is in high luck to have your daughter : the 
Lord keep him humble ! 

Considn ' A difference of a few poAids^ 99 it re^^ 
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spects money matters, is of very little consequence^ 
eitJier one way, or the other, where the best princi- 
ple for hapjNiness, is solidly established by the bles- 
sing of the grace of G<)d upon the heart. 

Loveg. All our happiness between each other, in- 
dependent of the grace of Gbd, rests upon very slip- 
pery ground. Even the common social, and relative 
duties of life, which so plainly recommend them- 
selves to every man's judgment, and conscience, will 
be ill practised where this divine principle is want- 
ing. 

Far. Aye, aye, so we found it in our house, till we 
found the grace of God in our hearts. And if dear 
Harry makes as good a husband, as he has been duti- 
ful and loving to me as a son, since he has been bles- 
sed with this precious grace, I have no doubt, though 
he is but a farmer's son, that they will be main happy 
with each other. 

€km$td. Why Mr. Littleworth, your son has his 
share of good, sense, and you gave him a good 
education, and God has given him the blessing of hi» 
grace, and my daughter is an exceUeht child ; there* 
fore I have no doubt, if God preserve their Uves, but 
that they will be a happy pair. 

Far. Ah! my poor daughter Patty, she will never 
be so happy with that wild young hUude^ Will Frolic^ 
9xA she is quite bent upon having him ! — ^Poor girl ! 
I cMinothelp it ; if she will please her fancy, I feai* 
she will plague her heart. 

Loroeg. Why Mr. Littleworth, under these cffcum- 
stances, things must be permitted to take their 
course. When children are grown beyond our re-^ 
straint, Apposition oftentimes answers no other end, 
than to rivet them in their purposes. Tou can go 
no farther than to act a parent's part, and commit 
tbem to God. 

Far. Tes, yes. Sir, I shan't mind giving her a 
child's portion ; I can afford it without uyuring the 
rest of my children, for the Lord has wonderfully 
blessed me of late | but I am afraUL that spark is more 
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fo«d of the mowjf than of my danghter, thoit^ «t 
times^ he appears desperate loving. He Inok it iais a 
hard ^jie i^b him^ when I would have the money 
settled upon my daughter, and her ctiildren, eBpe- 
cially, when I did not think it necessary to bind up 
Billy Traffic in the saflie way, in his marriage with 
my daughter Nancy ? but why should I ? far fiiiiy 
is a very sober, regular, good young man ; but as 
for Will Froliek, tf i had not bound him nppreUif 
tight, be would soon have made dmdes and drakes^ m 
all the money. 

€km9id. Yom* detenninaStion bad atanost been the 
cause of breaking the match. 

Far. Why that was the upshot of the deslgA. 
Han*y, dear child, said, tiiat would be tiie b^t wny 
to settle mattn*8, "fliough he was once so wicked him- 
self $ but when his old miserly uncle, Mr. Stlngey, 
the tallow-chandler, happened to be overtaken by a 
generous fit, be offered first to give him fifty pounds 
out and out, prorided l w&aid give as much towarAi 
fornishing tte bouse $ and then he said he we«3d 
give a bond to his nephew of two hundred poumb 
more to be paid after bis death, provided It was aH 
secured to my daughter, and her children, and that 
brought on the match again ; and though they now 
appear so loving, I am sadly afraid Hiey will soon 
live like cat and dog. 

Lffveg. I should not w<md^ at it ; for there is no 
real foundation for love, but in the love of God. That 
fooUrii fondness, whidi some people discover to- 
wards each oth^, very froqu^tly degenerates into 
comp)ete*disgU8t. 

Far. It is to admiration how I used tif remark, 
what a diflbrent way of courting my Harry, aaid 
Billy Traffic, had to Will FroUc. Whenever BiUy 
came to my house to see Nancy, he would behave so 
decent, and orderly, that it was quite a comfbrt to 
«ee them together. And whenever your daughter 
visited us, we always fimnd she never would come 
without Madam Considerate^ or yourself; and what 



mceprafitaUetalk we alwa^rs had ! Birt when that wild 
hlade would come to see Fatty, he would act as if he 
was half mad. Neither I nor Harry coald feeep him 
in any tolearabLe order ^ and I never eould get rid of 
him^ till I called the servants m for family prayer, 
and then he wonld hecfftike a pigtol^r^Voar girl, I 
ao^ desperaidg afraid that the match will be her 
ruination* 

Cens^^ I am sorry to hear that he is such a sad, 
wild fellow ; aaud I am told also, that he is very in- 
suttins in his conversation. 

F^r. Why, he nev^r could keep his tongue in any 
sort of order, when at my house $ what an uproar 
he made one nig^^ wheahe told my daughter Polly, 
that she wouid never be married, because she had 
liMsrt.two of her fore-teeft, and then she was all in a 
pas8ionf--^e is fall of envy^ that .her young sistersi 
Patly^ and Nancy should be mairied before her. 

Cmsid. [snnling.] Perhapsfif the loss had been on 
the tongue,, instead of the teeth, it ndgfat havia been a 
les« calamity. 

Fm^rn Ah^ poor Polly<^ even &om her cradle, she 
waa ti.suA, crabbed chiMt and I iMnk she is erossei' 
Urnat ever, sinjbe she has taken to spend so much of 
her time at Madam Toogood's ; and then she comes 
home as brimfuM of scmdal, as ever she can hold ; 
hnt stm she is ray child .f^^The Ijord make her his 
Gldid! ^ 

Ckmsid. Well, I am glad Mk*. litileworih, my 
dttBg^r'S: vifiHts w«re so acceptable at your house. 
I can assure you, Mr. Henry's visits were not less so 
^ (mrs. His conversation at all times, was much to 
l&e purpisef and instead of being driven away on ac- 
coant^ pi^vyer^ fae^ would. often stop and be our- fa- 
mily chaplain^ afi&muuh to the ediftcation of us all. 

F&r^ Ay^ aye, dear child, and he prays so ham- 
Uy^ attd sa nmeb fromEc the heart ; I am^ sure it does 
my^ haart good, to* hear himv And^ then^ as soon as 
ever he has done the busmess of the fm^m^ away he 
goc^. 9lter some ctfhia good todta: anddim^l^e 
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has saved a little money, he is sure to go and buy 
some fresh ones : but he is extrayagant in nothing 
else, dear child ! 

Laveg* Really, Mr. Littleworth it appears to me, 
that the grace of God mends the head, while it con- 
verts the heart. It brings the mind into such a sober, 
holy, regular frame, we Can know nothing of the 
good of our own existence, till we exist in Crod. 

Far. Why, now it appears just so to me, as though 
I had been all my days without brains, while I was 
living without grace. But blessed be €rod, what nice 
winter evenings we now spend at our house ; when 
Harry sits and reads, and talks to us out of smne 
of his good books. And then he gets Billy Traffic, 
and some other young people, to come and see him. 
At times we have quite a little congregation, and 
then we have such sweet singing and prayers ! But 
as for my part, I never could sing, but I does my best 
to ** make a joyful noise unto the Lord." 

Consid* You cannot think me to blame, Mr. Lit- 
tleworth, while I give my free consent, that my 
daughter should marry such an excellent young man. 
' Far. To be sure Sir, I cannot but be very thank- 
ful for tibe merciful providence of Grod^ that has con- 
trived such a charming match for my child. Little 
did I tliink, when he was a wicked wild sailor, that 
he would ever be married to a gentleman's doughter, 
i^ho has been twice mayor of Mapleton ! — ^The Lord 
keep him from pride ! 

Consid. There is no great honour in being mayoB 
of Mapleton Mr. Littleworth. 

Far. Why Mr. Strut, the present mayor don't 
think so : he fancies he has a right to act as thou^ 
he was a little god. How he struts about our town^ 
like a crow in a gutter ! To my mind, he thinks him-, 
self as great a man as King George.— God bless him ! 

Loroeg. I hope Mr. LitUewor^, your son has too 
much good sense and grace to be proud. Pride is no- 
thing better than the offspring of folly, and the dis- 
€[ase of fools J and pride turns all things into^confu^ 
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mm. When proud peo]^e meet together^ they never 
can be happy. 

. Far. Why Harry^ dear child ! makes us all hap- 
py; and Nancy is a sweety humble, diligent girl. 
And she is so notable, and attentive to her mother. 
My dame sees what it is that makes the best child. 
She begins to think of coming to Brookftekl church, 
oftener than she used to do. I hope to the Lord she 
feels more in h^ heart, than she likes to express, 
tor she is ashamed to say much, as she cannot forget 
how she thwarted us, whmi we began to think about 
the salvation of our souls. But the L<Mrd be praised ! 
she is wonderfully altered. 

Loveg. Indeed Sir, I tbink she is. .Nothing can 
please her better, than the intended marriages of her 
son, and daughter ; while she is so much concerned 
at the union designed, between Will Frolic, and Miss 
Patty. But it seems that sev^td bad matches have 
ta^en place in Mapleton, and its neighbourhood of 
late : I am surprised however, if in this world we 
are to be sui^rised at any thing, that good tempered, 
bumble, young woman, Rachael Meek, the linen- 
draper's daughter, should have consented to marry 
that strange dogmatic young chap, Jack Positive, the 
lawyer. 

Cknmd. Ah Sir ! love is blind t I believe the un- 
happy young woman, heartily repents of it. If ever 
she presumes to give her advice, she is snapt at di- 
rectly. — He will say, << Madam, when I need your 
advice, I will ask it — ^till tiien, I shall act as I like 
best.'' 

Larceg. What must one of her humble, and tender 
mind feel, under such contemptuous, and cruel treat- 
ment. 

Cansid. Sir, he will do worse than all this. If 
the poor innocent creature asks a question, his 
answer will be, '^ I shall do as I like best.'' If he 
should venture upon any vmrong, or wild pursutts, as 
obstinacy frequently misguides him^ and she begins 
with ever so much weakness to expostulate, his 

voi^. ni. 9 
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answer will be, ^^ I shall not be guided by a woman." 
Then, lest she should farther provoke him, she very 
wisely keeps silent, only now and then drops, a 
tear. 

Far^Poor dear creature, she must have a dog^s 
life of it. 

Consid. I dare say a much worse life than yom* 
dog leads ; for whatever he commands must be ob- 
served, be it ever so absurd ; and when he has 
burnt his fingers by his own folly; he will blame 
her that she did not consult with him; while he 
appears so little to respect her judgment, as not 
to. allow her to go to market, to provide for thj^ 
family, but under his orders, and directions. 

Laveg. Better to be a beast of burden, than th^ 
wife of such a man. If ^* wives are to be in subjec- 
tion," yet they are not doomed to be the abject 
slaves of such abominable tyrants. But it seems 
that her father was always against the match. 

Far. Ah, fathers can't, at all times, get their 
children to follow their advice : we are a stiff-neck- 
ed generation ; but to my mind, that was anothei' 
strange match on the contrary side of the question, 
when my poor taylor, Simon Simple, married Fan- 
ny Pert, the milliner ; for though he makes the 
breeches, yet all the folk say, she is determined to 
wear them. 

Traf Why, he has been the taylor for our family 
for some time ; and while he does not want for a 
share of good sense, yet being of a meek, and harm- 
less disposition, he has unfortunately, given the rod 
out of his own hands, and then she flogs him well 
for his folly. Once when my son Billy went to tlieir 
house about a job, he told a strange story on his re- 
turn. 

Consid. What was it Sir ? 

Trqf. Why, the door being a little a-jar, he heard 
her cry, ** Simon ! why Simon ! what are you at I 
why don't you come down directly ? young Mr. 
TraflBic is here ; I shan't stand bawling after you all 
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day.'* ,And when he gave her to understand that he 
had overheard her coarse way of talk to her hus- 
band^ she blushed, and said, *^ she did not mean to 
scold him, and that it was only the tone of her voice 
that made him think so, and that they lived very 
happy .together. 

Consid. Happy ! how can he be happy, while she is 
dinning his ears all the day with her impertinent, 
and noisy talk, and with her insulting reflections ! 
I believe that all his happiness consists in patient- 
ly suffering himself to be hen-pecked whensoever 
she pleases, without saying a word in his own be- 
half. 

Far. There is another match nearly of the same 
sort, which is quite as bad. You know a Mr. Pla- 
cid, that married Miss Fury. By all accounts, 
what a life she leads the poor gentleman ! I am told, 
there is not a bigger termagant in the town. 

Consid. I know the unfortunate man very well. 
If ever he thwarts her, directly she is the downright 
tiger. She hears not a word of reason, but falls in- 
to a terrible passion, and then cries, out of mad re- 
venge. 

Traf. What can he do^with such a creature ? 
Consid. Why, he puts her in good humour again 
as soon as he can ; and in order to keep a little 
peace, he is obliged to submit to all her whims, and 
projects, and let her have her own way in every 
thing. — And all that won't do. 

Far. Why, to my mind, she must be worse than 
the devil ; for there is an old proverb, " The devil 
is good natured when he is pleased." 

Consid. But it is a difficult matter to say when 
she is pleased ; for if her husband dares not contra- 
dict her, yet she supposes herself at all times at 
liberty to contradict him. It has oftentimes grieved 
me to hear, how rude, and snappish she is to him 
upon every turn, and yet she won't suffer any one 
else to scold him but herself. Once, on an occasion 
of this sort, he said, " My dear, I should not care 
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if all the world scolded me, provided you did not 
scold me yourself.*' 

Trqf. I'll warrant she gave him a good sharp cur- 
tain lecture for that speech. 

Consid. No doubt of it. But this is not all of 
poor Mr« Placid's misery. She is such a horrid 
tormentor of her servants, hunting, and driving 
them about like a mad woman : if there are any 
servants he likes, she is sure to dislike them, and to 
drive them out of the house as fast as she can. She 
says, if women won't keep up their authority^ it is 
their own fault. 

Loveg. It is a terrible evil when poor servants are 
to have their lives made a burthen to themselves, by 
such tyrannic usage. It is to be lamented, tiiat such 
masters, and mistresses were not made to serve also 
under the hard hand of oppression. There is not 
only a deal of ungodly cruelty, but a considerable- 
degree of cowardly meanness, exempMed by the 
conduct of these petty tyrants. But while some 
matches about these parts, have been terribly ca- 
lamitous, others of them have been as singularly 
ridiculous. 

Traf. I suppose Sir, you allude to that strange 
match which took place the otlier day, between Miss 
Sally Chatterbox, and old Mr. Taciturnity. 

Loroeg. Oh, that was a strange business ! — They 
say, the sedate old man is so grave, that he will not 
speak, till he has been spoken to, two or three times, 
while her tongue is never at rest. 

Cousi^. It seems she is good-tempered, but the 
greatest chatterer that ever lived ; and runs on vnth 
such egregious stuff, (for people who talk much, 
frequently talk nonsense) that she often puts tlie 
poor old man to the blush. 

Traf. I wonder how the good old gentleman can 
answer half her questions. 

Consid. I am told, she does not ask so many ques* 
tions, but keeps on with a straight-forward rattle ; 
and the few questions she asks, ^ old mfm evades 
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as well as he can. He hunf^ and haws ; and now 
and then cries, ** Yes my dear,'* and then " No my 
dear ;" and then again, " I can't answer you, you 
speak so fast/' And when his patience is nearly 
exhausted, he will cry, "My dear, you talk so faSt> 
that it quite makes my head ache." 

Ldveg. What is supposed to be the difference be- 
tween their ages ? 

Consid Why, Miss was about twenty-five, and the 
old gentleman about sixty-five ; 2tni it seems, this 
young lady, is his third wife. He is a very good 
sort of an old gentleman, and has a considerable deal 
of money, while the young lady has little or none, 
only she had, as it is called, a very polite education 
at a boarding-school ; where I suppose, she was taught 
to talk at this extraordinary rate.— But did you nev- 
er hear what a sad mistake took place, when the old 
gentleman was on a journey, about a fortnight after 
their marriage, with his new wife, and liis son by his 
first wife, to pay a visit to some distant friends ? 

Loveg. The story is quite new to me. 

Consid. Sir, report says, that when they came to 
the inn where they were to rest for the evening, the 
old gentleman and his son retired to sleep, somewhat 
sooner than the bride, she being engaged to write 
some letters to her friends, on this happy event. 
When she called for the chambermaid, she unhap- 
pily turned her into the chamber of the old gentle- 
man's son. The young man, finding that a young 
woman was beginning to undress by his bed side, 
and not immediately recollecting her, cried out 
against her as an impudent sti'umpet, and told her to 
get out of the room, or he would kick her down 
stairs. Directly she made her escape, called for the 
chambermaid, told her What a mistake she had made, 
and asked where the other gentleman was gone to 
bed : the maid answered, ** Why ma'am, there is no 
other strange gentleman gone to bed in this house, 
but vour grand papa," 

9# 
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Lorveg. What blunders are produced by these 
imprudent matches! But how came Mrs. Libend 
to put up wilb Mr. Scraper, for her second hus- 
band ? 

Traf. By all accounts, there is sad quarrelling 
between them already. While she will always have 
her table covered with sufficient provision, that a 
plenty may be left in the pantry for occasional visi- 
tants, he will be hunting after bits, and scraps, sup- 
posing that almost any thing will do to mess up tout 
a dinner. 4nd as about food, so he is about rai- 
ment. He would appear like an old broken trades- 
man out of a work-house, with his tattered clothes, 
and darned stockings, if his wife would let him; 
and when she fmly^ gave away some of his old 
clothes tlie other (hiy, that had gpt into this trim, 
to a poor old neighbour, this so oSl^ded him, 
that he would not speak to her for near a fort- 
night. 

Lorotg. Does not he want her to dress as shabby 
^s himself? 

Consid. O Tes Sir, and he is always telling her 
where the cheapest ohl remnants are to be bmight ^ 
and that she leaves off her clothes too soon, wh^i 
she might scour, and dye them, and then turn them, 
and thus wear them over, and over again. 

Loveg. This must make sad jarrings between 
them ]f what sti*ange confusion is Ofeated in the 
Worl4, by the contests which exist between the dif- 
ferent corruptions of the human heart ! 

Comid. Yes, and when people are united, who 
are under the influence of the same sort of corrup- 
tions, the evil will be abundantly worse. What a 
terrible misfortune it was to Mr. Sharp, a»d Miss 
Trimmer, that ever they sliould make a match of 
it! 

Traf. Ah, that poor girl was ruined from h^* 
childhood. Her foolish moth^ humoured her on 
every occasion ; and though her temper was natural- 
ly bad, yet her mother has made it ten thousand 
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times worse^ by puffing np the pride of her heart, 
in telling h^ she was a girl of fortune : and yet at 
first they appeared fond of each other, though such 
love scarcely deserves the name. 

Comid. Whatever love might have been between 
them, 'tis all hatred now. While he tries to thwart, 
and contradict her upon every occasion, she flies at 
him in return, like a fury, calling him fool, puppy, 
and tells him he would have been a beggar if it had 
not been for her fortune ; though his business, as a 
large vinegar merchant, is quite equal to the trifling 
sum he may have received with her. 

Far. But I'll warrant she pays him home again^ 
and gives him tit far taU I remember she came once 
to our house, to see my daughter Polly, so dressed 
up in her furhel(nv$ and fal-ldlSf and I thought her 
tongue run desperate glib, I have a notion she is a 
sad saucy puss* 

Consid* However, it seems that her husband can 
match her in language, and insolence. ^< Hold your 
tongue, you insolent jade. Madam, I will be mas- 
ter ;" and sometimes the house is all of an uproar 
between them. Of late, it seems that she has been 
very jealous of him, and trims him well on that 
score. 

Loroeg. Oh, the terrible consequences of sin ! What 
a variety of little hells are created in hearts, and in 
families, and throughout all the world, by its horrid 
existence ! Lord, what is man ! who can deny the 
fall? 

Consid. True dear Sir, and I think there is an- 
other union in our town, which perfectly proves the 
same awful truth. It evidently appears to me, that 
it is almost as necessary to prove, that a man is to 
die, as that he is a fallen creature. 

Loroeg. To what other matches do you refer ? 

Consid. Oh Sir ! it was that unhappy union be- 
tween Miss Jemima Meek, and Mr. Lofty, who is a 
great man in his own esteem, because his great 
^and-mother, was the daughter of aom^ lord? who 
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lived in the reign of Charles the Second; and on 
this account, though he is almost a beggar in his 
. circumstances, he x^an stmt about with such conse- 
quence ! 

Loroeg. What silly thoughts can feed that carrion 
bird of pride, when roosted during the night time of 
our ignorance, in the unregenerate heart of man! 
But who is this Mr. Lofty ? 

Consid. He is the gingerbread baker, that lives in 
Pride Alley. 

Loroeg. Oh, that is the shop, I suppose, where 
Mrs. Considerate is so kind as to buy her iine gold^ 
en kings, and queens, as presents to my little child- 
ren. 

Consid* Yes Sir, and while he is selling these 
fine golden things for a farthing a-piece, he is feed- 
ing upon the conceit of his ancient noble-blood, 
fiesides, he fancies himself a man of reading, and 
great knowledge. — He is one of Dr. Dronish^s 
hearers. 

Loveg. Well, this beggarly pride is the worst of 
pride. But how does he ti-eat the poor young wo- 
man ? 

Consid. Why, in language like this. If she asks 
a question, he answers, *< Child, I'll tell you by 
and by." If she humbly repeats it, " Child, don't 
be troublesome ;'* if she ventures to speak in com- 
pany, "Child, don't expose yourself;" or "How 
should you know, child ?" If she proposes to do 
any thing, his answer is, ** Child, I shall think 
of it." If he wants her to do any thing, it is, 
" Child, do this," or " Child, do that;" in shorty 
he scarcely treats her with the respect due to an 
upper servant. 

Far. Old Betty Bustle, who lias lived in our 
house these five-and-twenty years, would run away 
from us, if I and my dame werte to talk to her as 
Master Lofty, the gingerbread baker, talks to that 
poor creature. — ^Well, the Lord be praised, that he 
has a little humbled my proud nature ! but fo my 
mind, I bad once such nobU blood in *my heaii:^ 
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while I was living without God in the world, and 
while I was blustering with my big looks about the 
market. 



But now for an abridgement of the subject. It was 
much lamented, during the same evening's conversa- 
tion, that Mr. Lion should have been married to 
Miss Pigeon, who treated her with an abundance of 
austerity, though it caused some laughter, when they 
convei*sed about the marriage of Mr. Blunt to Miss 
Prudish ; while the plainness, and simplicity of the 
one were contrasted with the unmeaning affectation 
of the other ; though it was a much less laughable 
concern, when Mr. Smart, who was all vivacity and 
wit, married Mrs. Dorothy Dull $ and no wonder 
that soon after their marriage, he treated her with 
sad neglect. 

A counterpart of the same sort of unhappy matches, 
took place, between Mr. Consequence, and Miss No- 
body, who never could find out her stupidity, till 
after he had married her, and then treated her with 
cruel contempt. 

After this, Mr. Lovegood had to improve the sub- 
ject. He very wisely remarked, that our infinitely 
merciful Gk>d, has so regulated the government of 
the human race, as that they should be helpmates to 
each other, that thereby, a bond of general union 
might be created for the good of tlie whole. That 
the poor, though in servitude, should find guardians 
and supporters in the rich, who have it in their 
power, to make even their situation a blessing to 
them, by their^merciful and kind deportment towards 
them. That parental authority was most mercifully 
instituted according to the laws of nature, so that the 
care needed by children, and the respect and honour 
due to parents, arising therefirom,nught create a bond 
of union between families, through Ufe. And that 
the foundation of thi% originated in the marriage 
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coiiti*acty which civilized nations had universally 
adopted, and which, when hroken, rendered mankind 
a set of barbarians and brutes. 

He next observed, all duties of this sort were re- 
ciprocal. Masters are to command with mercy ; 
while servants are to submit and perform their office 
with fidelity. Parents are to educate with the ten- 
derest affection ; children are to obey with Ae pu- 
est simplicity and love. So as it respects the mar- 
riage union. — Minds differ. It was certainly deter- 
mined that the wife should submit and obey : she was 
^* the first in transgression ;'' but then the husband's 
duty is not the less to ** love, cherish, and respect 
her," as <* the weaker vessel.'^ And while the di- 
vine mind has determined that she should be in sub- 
jection, yet such husbands as are blessed with the 
mind of Christ, \fill remember that they are directed 
to **love their wives, as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanc- 
tify and cleanse it by the washing of water, by the 
word. For that no man ever yet hated his own flesh, 
but nourisheth it, and cherisheth it, even as the Lprd 
the church.*' 

This excellent moralist, next asked the question, 
on evangelical principles : Will such Christians, act 
as tyrannic lords over their wives, because it is said 
" the man was not created for the woman, but the 
woman for the man ;" that ** the man is the image 
and glory of Grod, but the woman is the glory of the 
man ? 

I once knew a pretended boaster of religion, who 
was ever quoting against his poor wife, that " tiie 
husband was the head of the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of the church," and that " as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so wives are to be subject to 
their own husbands in all things :" and oh, how he 
used to bore the poor woman on these words, ** in all 
things !'* But let all these jarring-strings, be re- 
duced into holy harmony and order, and let the wife 
Icam^ as the scripture has directed her, <' to reverence 
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h^ busband ;^ and. let ber distmguisbed ornament 
be that <' of a iiieek5 and quiet spirit, which in the 
^ght of God, is of great price 5" and each of them 
will find in that happy union, their paradise re- 
gained. 

Mr. Lovegood, at the same time, gave it as his 
opinion, that nothing is more beneficial to the good 
01 society, than that young persons, blessed with the 
fear of God, should thus unite themselves to each 
other on an early day. That it was the duty of pa- 
rents, not wantonly to thwart, though to regulate, 
the inclinations of their children, and that also in the 
mildest manner, as circumstances might require. 
But that, from the instances which had been before 
them in conversation, a similarity of disposition 
above all things, should be first sought for, yet not 
with rigid exactness. A good man may be over-ge- 
nerous : can he do better for himself than to seek 
for a partner, who is frugal and attentive, without 
being covetous and mean ? Should another be hasty 
and rapid, what can he do better than to unite him- 
self to one who is dispassionate and calm ? And if the 
young woman has an unhappy tendency to that, 
which may be frivolous and indiscreet, who knows 
but that she may he much corrected, should she meet 
with a man who may be cautious and reserved ? In 
short, that it is not so much the dispositions them- 
selves as their evil tendency, through the corruption 
of mankind, against which we should be put upon our 
guard ; as it was evidently not the disposition itself, 
but that disposition, being under a corrupted influ- 
ence, which was the cause of every calamity, that 
had been the subject of their present conversation. 

Mr. Lovegood also mentioned, that a little equality, 
as it respected money matters, might not be an 
improper consideration, as this too ofben creates the 
most unpleasant reflections, and disputes. And last 
of all,' as being ultimately of the least conseqsence 
respecting age, he observed, though many inconve- 
' Tiiences from that quarter, arise from such inconside- 
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rate unions, yet tibat it was beyond a doubts a varkty 
of old^ and young fools, at least somewhat like it, 
good-natured creatures, have lived very hi^py wilii 
each other. 

Mr, Lovegood, lastly urged some very impressive 
ideas respecting the sad perturbation of mind, crea- 
ted among all those of every rank, whose tempers 
were completely contrary to the holy mind of Christ. 
That even heaven itself would bear a semblance of 
hell, could such minds surround the holy throne 
above : perfect holiness, and infinite happiness, are 
inseparably united. 

Thus Mr. Lovegood went on well in moralismg. 
So also my young readers would determine, had I 
time further to transcribe his wise, and good ad^ce ,* 
and for their sakes, thus much is presented before 
them on this most important subject. There is some- 
thing very engaging in the undisguised simplicity 
of unpolluted youth. Oh, that my dear young 
Mends had the advice of a Lovegood always sound- 
ing in their ears; and the like grace, which is the 
delightful theme of his preaching, constantly dwd- 
ling in their hearts ! Such will not only be graciously 
protected from the evils of life, but as mercifully di- 
rected into every path that is wise, and g^ood. And 
under such regulations, how happy shall I be without 
fee or reward, so far as I can gain the permission of 
the Dolittles of the day, (while a denial frcHn the 
Lovegoods is scarcely to be apprehended,) to tie the 
bond of union that makes the parties so happy in 
each other. 
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ANTINOMIANISM UNMASKED. 



BSTWBEN MR. LOVBOOOD, UK. MBRRIZIIAN) MB. 8AV0BT, HIS 
COUdIN JOHN, AND BfE. MALAPB&T. 



M 



R. Lovegood receives the foUo^nng letter from 
Mr. Merryman* 



Mt Dbab SiRy 

As you allow me to consalt you without re- 
serve, and under every difficulty ; I must inform you 
of some recent events^ which have filled me with the 
most serious, apprehensions ; lest the peace and pros- 
perity which has hitherto so happily prevailed^ 
should he interrupted hy the vainjanglings of some, 
who are attempting to make their inroads among us. 

I am quite surprised, that no body of respectable 
dismUerSflihYe found their way into i^e Town, while 
most of tiie inhabitants are in gross ignorance, ex- 
ceptkig some Baptists, and a very few Quakers, of 
whom it seems tibiere are but three families in the 
town. These collect together every Sunday morn- 
ing, in a large room, contiguous to the house of 
one of them ; but as they seldom have any public 
speaking among them, very little is known concern- 
ing them; though I fear, they are but ill acquainted 
with the doctrine of the atonranent, and reconciliation 
with God, through the sacrifice of Christ; yet I find 
them very kind, and innocent neighbours, and am 
haiqiy to treat them in return, wilii all the civility and 

VOL. lu. 10 
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attention in my power. On our evening lectmre^ 
some of them frequentlj steal into tiie Churchy and 
affectionately acknowledge that they receive good 
from what they hear. 

I wish I coidd speak as favonrably of the Bap- 
tists ; for I fear tiie one depend too mudi on tiieir 
sanctification, for their justification ; not a few of 
the others seem to deny tiie need of personal sanctifi* 
cation altogether ; though I am happy to find aotxtt 
favourable exceptions to the general remark. 

Tou know the character of their old minister. 
He has been riiiging thangtBf these forty years, vfon 
eternal justijicatiofh and what he calls imputed somc^ 
tijicaiion^ and the perseverance of the saints ; which 
seems little better, than a sort of inconsijstent per- 
severance in laziness; and seciuily ; after they have 
persuaded themselves to rest in a self-conceit^ con- 
fidence, that tiiey are right, without Uny evidence of 
the fact : while the practicai, and preceptive parts of 
the scriptures are 1|*eated by thrai witii straAgene* 
gleet. 

It seems this old man has lately heard of some 
new seeders frmn the Church, with whimi he is 
highly delighted, because liiey have adopted his sen- 
timent about baptism, and have been rebaptised by 
immersion. One of these he has, unhi^Uy fiir me, 
introduced into his pulpit, and curiosity has invited 
many to hear what this new light has to advance f 
and alas ! I am sorry to say, tiiat there are aome> 
who are fascinated with something, they know not 
what ; while many artful innuendos are introduced, 
that they now hear the gospel fully, which they nev^ 
heard befcKre ; intermixed at tiie same time, with 
such horrid insinuations, which are in my opinion, 
most intolerably profane ; that '^ the greatest sins 
we can commit, can nevm* alter our state, as it re- 
spects the covenant of grace f^ and that '^ God can 
never be angry with hi» elect, even when they com- 
mit the worst of crimes." Are wo then to su]q^ose 
that we are in the covenant of grace, without the 
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grace of tbe coveaaiit ? and kow can people in suck 
a gracious state, be guilty of tke worst of crimes} 
and can tkey imagine that tiie holy God, can so 
alter his nature, as to see sin, and not hate it 
if he finds it, even in an Angel ? Surely if he 
pard<ms the criminal, he hates, the crime; and 
can such pardoned sinners dare to << continue in sin, 
Aat grace may abound ?^' must not every real 
Christian hate the thought? I trust the first mo- 
ment I was convinced of sin, I began to dread the 
commission of it, worse flian hell itself ; what then 
can be the use of such strange, unwarrantable ex- 
pressions, but to make loose minded people, looser 
still, and to cause the enemies of God to blaspheme 
tte doctrine of mar free forgiveness, through Jesus 
Christ? 

- Notwithstanding their doctrine is so disginiting, as 
well as dangerous, the bewitchery has actually suc- 
ceeded upon the minds of some ; one positive old 
woman^ whose tempers at all times are the most in- 
consistent, and unsubdued ; goes prating about the 
town, << crying in the wretch^ cant of the party :'* 
that she has found out, why she could never get any 
comfort to her s&ul^ under my preaching, because I 
insisted upon it, that *' God's elect should be made 
more holy than he himself ever designed they should 
be,*' ^< and that -as God has strengthened her faith, 
she shall never fear about h^* sins, and corruptions 
as she has done, that she is now ^re she hdieroeSf 
aivd therefore she is safe, and nobody shall shake her 
confidence any more all her days j" while her hus- 
band says of her, that she is such an arrant termi- 
gant, that she ought to be ducked every day of her 
life for Scolding. I am ha^q^y however to find,' that 
two or three, of the most judicious and correct pf the 
Baptists, begin to recoil at what they have lately 
heard; and are aware of l^e danger that arises from 
preaching the mere skd^tfm truths of the §ospel, 
without their practical effects, and consequences on 
the heart; so that if a few of my congregation sep' 
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to be £ascinated by these vain disputants^ oth^?s 
have left them and have forgotten the prejudices of 
their education^ and mean to attend the Church till 
they can hear sounder truths at the meetings wheire 
they have been accustomed to worship. And al- 
though I have cause to thank God that there is not 
much to be dreaded from these"*^ schismaiical effoi'ts^ 
yet still the plague is in a measure begun. And as 
you well know how to controvert those different 
heresies that have been brought forward against the 
plain, simple truths of the gospel, I most fervent* 
ly intreat you to come over and help us, and 
give us some sermons on these most important 
topics. 

No one can be more re&^pected, and revered among 
the people of this Town than yourself. Mr. Savory, 
and some others that have lately left the Baptist con- 
gregation, are quite as anxious to see you as my- 
self. I am sure your fervent zeal againstsuch most 
dangerous errors, will not allow you to put a nega* 
tive on this my earnest request. 

Your most affectionate son in the Gospel, t 

H. MERRYMAN. 

Mr. Lovegood^s answer to this letter, was replete 
with aii that good sense; containing at the same 
time such wise, and pious remarks, as might natu- 
rally have been expected from him, and though I am 
satisfied the good taste, and piety of my readers 
would be greatly gratified, were they to be presen- 
ted with the whole of its contents : yet those parts 
which more immediately relate to the present pointy 
shall alone be transcribed. 

Mr. Lovegood observed, that whatever appearance 
of TwpeLty might seems to attach itself to these new 
lightSf it was nothing more than a revival of the 
same bad spirit, which in a measure prevailed* in the 
earliest ages of the primitive Church. That the 

*See note at the end of the Dialogue. 



apoisHe Paul foresaw the evil, and forewarned the 
elders of Ephesus of-4*r^ this strong language. 
**For I know that after my departing, shall griev- 
ous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock,'' and that these their outward enemies, would 
not he their worst enemies ; for that *^ also among 
their awn sdves, should certain men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw Ofway diadples after them.^' 
That this is awfully and notoriously the case with 
the present set. That they regard not into what 
Christian societies they enter; nor yet lament, or 
even make it a matter of consideration, hoW far they 
may break the peace^ and harmony that subsist 
among them, by the introduction of their unjust in- 
sinuations, and dogmatic assertions, if thereby, they 
may, out of other Churches, make a little party for 
themselves ; while like Ishmael of old, their hands 
are against every man, while every man's hand in 
self-defence, must be against them in return. 

He further observed what St. Jude mentioned, 
concerning Some of the same spirft, that though 
some may go further in: thcvse abominable ways than 
others, yet the core of the evil is still the same in 
all ; and among all parties, who ^< separate them- 
selves, not having the Sprnt,^* and that it is peculiar- 
ly applicable to the present set ; since as far as he 
could learn, all of them were of one mind, respect- 
ing the operations of the Spirit ; and that whatever 
some such as tiiese might have to say5 respecting the 
correctness of their own outward conduct and moral 
deportment, yet the slightest inattention to what St. 
Judge further said, ^'Building up yourselves on 
your most holy faith ;* praying in the Holy Ghost ; 
and keeping yourselves in the love of God ;" would 
prove a most criminal neglect : and that any disre- 
gard to such practical passages as these, especially 
where pr(^ressive sanctijicationy or a growth in grace, 
like the carrying on of a building &c. were to be 
met witii, could not but prove of the most dangerous 
consequences to the souls of men. 
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fik Mxt alMenred, that mch cq^ts^ while th^ 
cannot ^^ plenie God^ beeauM tbey are contrary to 
all men/' have in geiieral» in then, sadi a ahara «f 
poBitirity^ and self-conori^ that it wen faardljr pas- 
siUe to do tJhem may {pood ; and that therefore Hat 
Apofltle^a advice was the vkest, to << mark such as 
caused diviatoBS^ and offiHtcea, contrary to the d«> 
trine they had received^ and to ayoid them;'* not 
withstanding siidi may attempt, even with ^^ good 
words, and fiur fl^peeches, to deceive tiie hearts of fli^ 
simple/' 

He fuiiher illustrated, how strongly the Apostle 
noticed the danger of such a spirit, fit>m the sidvlce 
he gave to Timothy, where after having given the 
same directiDns to him, as are to be Sound in all his 
other episdes ; to attend to social and relative da^ 
ties, he thus remarks, ^^ If any man teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words <kF our Lord Jesus Christ, and the doctrine 
which is according to godlinesSf he is proud, knowing 
notUng, but doating about question, and strifes of 
words, whereof cometh anyy, strife, railings, evil 
surmisings, perverse disputings of mm of corrupt 
minds, and destitute of the ti'uth, supposing that 
gain is godliness ;^*^ and no wonder that he should 
mriher say, <^ from such withdraw thyself." 

After a few obs^^ations further on this head> he 
next exhorted his beloved son in the gospel ; by 
no means to fear a full, and explicit avowid of 
those most glorious truths whowby the free jus- 
tification and acceptance of the ruined sinnw, axe 
at once secured, through the imputed righteous* 
ness, and finished salvation df our Redeemer, witib- 
out any previous terms, conditions, qualifications, 
or prerequisites to be performed by us ; and espe* 

*Thoiurh the latter charge v hf mo meam^ equaU^ true 
against aU, yet many of that stamp, m modern times, may be 
mentioned, and was most remarkably exemplified in a certain 
coal'heaTer, who daring bis life time, eoiud ride idbont the 
country in a coach and&ir, with two out ridrn toattsad hiaa 



eJsHf t» fiNMtt lh«se principhsy he tnight best naia- 
tiin 4lie.«re0d i^ our p«rarasil BanctificatiOiiy which 
wsmt he efieduall j #^«o6oaiplished in all those who 
belieTe, wherahy aloaetlie^MiuupotNtt agency of fliat 
drfine Spbrit^ is restored to us, so as to make us 
<^ dead unto sin, but abre unto €k>d through Jesus 
Christ !" He ksliy gave a promise^ tliat wilhin a 
fiirtoigfatt he should come over to Smdover, in order 
to aissist in C4MTecting that profane dis^tatiotts spirit, 
which some of corrupted mia^, wrae striving to 
introduce. 

Immediately as Mr. Merryman knew the grace of 
God in truths be estahli^ed a week-day evening 
ledture. Mr. Lovegoed iiatm*ally chose to be wlllk 
hm nt that time, that he might avnil himself ^ that 
0]^<»tttiiity, to deliver his sentiments on this impor- 
tant subject. Men tiiat have itching ears, thcmgh 
tiiey cannot endure sound doctrine, yet cannot aito* 
g^etiier keep away frmn hearing it. For it seems 
that most dT the little party were then present, when 
Mr. Lovegood preadied an admtrahle sermon on 
this text, ^^ Being confident of this rery thing, tiiat 
he which hath begun a good w(ft: in you, will per* 
form it until the day of Chri^ Jesus.'' Phil. i. 6. 
Most forcibly did he show, that all the good work 
which is to be acoMipMshed in tts, is in consequence 
of tiiat great wmHk of red^nption, which Christ has 
already accomplished for ««, tiiat we do not entitle 
mwsdves to justification, or add to it, by what we are, 
^ what we do f. but tiiat we are entitled to ^tnctifi- 
cation, through what Christ is for vm; and ttat the 
{daiu, and evident meaning of the text is, that the 
sanctification <^ the elect, is a progressive work^ and 
timt it manifested the tiiie unadulterated meaning, 
of the perseverance of the saints, by such saints being 
enabled to persevere in the ways of holiness unto the 
ttid, for tiiat '^ he that persevereth to the end, shall 
he saved" not for the sake of tisis persevisrance, but 
beca^s^ tiiey do persevere, as an evidence that their 
heatto are right witii God* That be diould be 
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ashamed to suppose, sach a self-evident propositloht 
could need what is called jrooU yet as some had' 
gone so far, as to deny a ^ofwm m ^anc^i^i^alAon^ or 
rather to deny the need of it altogether; he asked, 
how it could be possible to deny the need of a growth, 
when we were according to John, to grow from 
being little children, to be young men ; and after- 
wards, fathers in God ? or further as Peter expres*- 
ses himself, ^^ as new born babes desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby,'* or 
when the growth of a christian, is compared to the 
growtli of vegetation, like com, first in the blade, 
then the ear, and then the full com in the ear, and 
again, that we should grow as the lily, and the vine, 
and as calves in the stall ; and if some might attempt 
to evade the, force of such expressions, supposing 
that they may refer to the growth of the Kingdom of 
Christ at large, like the growth of the grain of mus- 
tard seed, the absurdity of this is refuted, by asking 
the question ; how is it possible for a forest to 
grow, if each tree of the forest does not also grow ; 
whUe all this is further evidenced when every indi- 
vidual believer, is directed to grow in every indivi- 
dual grace. That our Lord once reproved his dis- 
ciples on this sucbject, ** O ye of little faith, where- 
fore did ye doubt ?** and if they had not felt the jus- 
tice of the reproof, they had not prayed, " Lord in- 
crease our faith/' So, likewise, the Apostle men- 
tions the faith of the Thesalonians, which at first 
might have been similar to that o( others, yet now 
says he, " your faith groweth exceedingly.*' Just 
so also, respecting the grace of love, the same Apos- 
tle prays 5 « the Lord make you to increasein love," 
and further, " and this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more;^* and for this purpose, 
*^ that ye may be filled with the fmits of righteous- 
ness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the praise and 
glory of God." Then again respecting hope, <* ft at 
ye may abound in hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost," Nor are these things mentioned re- 



ANTIiraMIAiriSM UITMASJCED. 1£1 

Sfee&ag these three leading graces of faith, hope, 
and love, as belonging to the Christian charad«r 
oaly ; but that the whole assemblage of them, should 
be diviiiely enlarged, for that ** Gidd is able to make 
aU grace aimmi in us,^* that ^< these things may be in 
usy and dbovmd .*" that as there were some who brought 
forth thirty^ fold, there were others that brought 
finrth sixty, and others a hundi'ed fold, and that the 
asiDie was to be understood, when our Lord said, 
herein is my father glorified, that ye bear muchfruiU 
That the same idea of abounding, increasing and 
growing in sanctification, and personal holiness, 
was evidently held forth, when we are directed to 
^* grow in grace^ and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Chri^ ;^' yea, that we should ^^rotc? up into him 
it^ aU things* And that as the Church at large, 
^^ groiweth into a hohf temple in the Lord^* so also all 
spiritual believers, <^ as lively stones, are built up a 
a. spiritual house, an holy priesthood ;'' and such was 
the happy state of those, when ^^ grace aJbounded/^ 
and when ^* great grace wjas upon them*^ all. And ^ 
that it was very horrid to damp the expectations of " 
the children of Crod, in their bapes of that good, 
which was so copiously promised to the elect of God, 
before whom alone, '^the path of the just was 
placed,^' which was ** to shine more and merCf unto 
the perfect day.'* 

Here Mr. Lovegoodbecame^ contrary to his usual 
suavity, exceedingly warm, acknowledging that while 
every page in the sacred volume, refuted the detest- 
aJUe heresy 9 he . had dwelt too long in exposing a 
daring attack, upon a self-evident proposition, bias* 
phemously contradicting that most solemn command, 
** be ye holy, for I am holy.'*. 

After this excellent sermon, young Mr. Malapert 
who was just articled to a Lawyer, and was once a 
great admirer of Mr. Merryraan, but lately perver- 
ted by these new seceders, went out of the Church in 
a terrible rage ; and immediately wrote to Mr. Mer- 
ryman, blaming him that be should allow such a 
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doctriney as pregre$Hv€ smu^ifbuMonf to be {KTMcbed 
in his pulpit : and that he iwas readj to Tuidicate the 
doctrine of imputed Mmcii^iealsony before all its op- 
ponents, against such l^^ nUxtwres as Mr* Love- 
^od had adyanced." Mr. Merrjman well knew> 
that though Mr. Malapert was a good hand at 
prating, and at prating only ; jet he did not- reftise 
the challenge, lest it should be misconstrued into a 
a sort of victory ; and though he might very safely 
have entered into tiie contest single handed, with such 
a vain, self conceited antagonist ; he was not sorry 
that Mr. Lovegood was at hand, to speak for him- 
self. 

The young man accordingly came the next morn- 
ing, where at the same time, he happened to meet a 
very good old man, Mr. Savory and his cousin Mr. 
John, who had been driven from the Baptist congre- 
gation, by the dangerous, and crude doctrines, &at 
bad lately been more especially retailed among tiiem. 
•-«-The Dialogue thus commenced. 



MalaperU Well gentlem^i, I hope you are all weH. 
You must think me a bold young fellow, to attack 
two such great divines at one stride. But lit^ 
David was not afraid, even of a great Goliath, be- 
cause he knew that he had God on his «ide. I have 
been living on ndlkfar babes long enough, and I be- 
gin to want some strong meat ; and now the ^Ijord 
has sent it to us. I have lately had a new light into 
some passages of scripture, wlJch I never understood 
before. [To Mr. Lovegood.] And when you sir, 
understand the gospel better, you will not give us 
such long harrangues on the need of persomd sawsti- 
JtcatioUf or a growth in grace^ as we had from you 
last night, but all this, must be expected, from such 
as deny imputed sanctijieaiMn ; and you know what 
the Apostle says on that subject, that <^ Christ is 
made unto us santiflcation/' 



ANTBTOlilAiriaM irirMASKED. 1£S 

Ldnyeg. If we poor hebes^ may e^ak for ourselves, 
some things may be made ours by imputation, other 
tUngs can alone be made ours by impartation. It 
shall be most f idly admitted, that our criminality was 
matte orer to him who <* suffered the just for the un- 
just ;'' and that the whole of his obedience, and i^uffer- 
ings unto, death, are made over to us, for our justiJUca* 
tion unto life, but can I impute my wisdom, to make 
another wise J ag I can impute my money to pay ano- 
ther's ddkts; Is it possible to make knaves honest, by 
imputed honesty ; drunkards sober, by imputed so- 
briety ; and whoremongers chaste, by imputed chas- 
tity f I am qdite at a loss what you can mean, but 
as you further explain yourself* 

Mer. Do you think then that Mr. Lovegood meant 
last mght, that when we are directed to grow like 
v^etation, or children, that it is to be an imputed 
growth, or wh^ we are commanded to increase in 
eyery Cbnstian grace, and to abound more> and 
more in all these good things^ that your sort of im- 
putation will accmnplish it, while the impartation is 
withheld? 

Mai. I must confess that Mr. Lovegood puzzled 
me for a whUe ; but I soon recovered myself, alter I 
had Altered a litde more deeply into the doctrine of 
eternal juai^ieattcm. 

Lcroeg. I thought I should find you thereabouts. 
Pray Sir, were you bom from all eternity ? 

Mali Why Sir, <^kndwn unto God, are all his 
W4NBks, from the foundation of the world/' 

Loveg* I am wilUng to go with you further still 
upon that point ; the infinite foreknowledge of God, 
esusted before all worlds were made ; it is from 
eteinity, to eternity. But what of ftat Sir ? 

MaL Why Sir, upon that it is, I ground the doc- 
trine of eternal just&cation ; that the elect were ac- 
tually jw^fied from all eternity. 

Laveg. Surdy Sir, you only mean, that it was the 
design of God from all eternity, that they should be 
jiu^fled. 
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Mai. O no Sir ! that they actually were justi- 
fied. 

Mer* Am I then to understand^ that when you 
called me in the other day, to witness the signing 
your indentures, that you were articled to an attor- 
ney, from all eternity. 

• Laveg. Again Sir, have you been committing a 
deal of sin from all eternity ? 

Mai. How could I do that before I was bom ? 

Loveg. So I think Sir. God does nothing, if he 
pardons nothing, when he has nothing to psirdon. 
Fray can the king pardon a criminal,^ before he is a 
criminal ? or did he reign from all eternity ? because 
there was a time fixed in the purpose of God, when 
he should reign. 

Savory. Aye, and I heard quite as much as this, 
at our meeting before I left it. I cannot tell what 
possessed our old man to ask the foolish question, 
whether ** an elect soul would be damned, if he 
should die before it was given him to believe V^ 

. Loroeg. What, then are we to suppose that God 
can violate his own designs, to suffer any such to 
die in unbelief, and thus to save them contrary to his 
own solemn declaration, *^ he that believeth not shall 
be damned.'' I should rather have concluded that 
such were immortal, until their conversion, and sal- 
vation from sin took, place. But how did he settle 
this knotty point ? 

8av. Why, he began in his accustomed style, and 
said, '' Let me speak freely to you. The Lord hath 
no more to lay to the charge of an elect person, yet 
in the height of iniquity, and excess of « riot, and 
commiting all the abominations that can be commit- 
ted 5 I say eroen then, when an elect person, runs 
such a course, the Lord hath no more to lay to that 
person's charge, than God hath to lay to the charge 
of a believer ; nay, God hath no more to lay to the 
charge of such a person, than he hath to lay to the 
charge of a saint triumphant in glory." 

Mer* What are these your sentiments now Mr. 
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Malapert} after having attended upon niy ministi^, 
above these four years ? 

Maim To be sure they are, if 1 believe in eternal 
justificatum ; " for being tlie elect of God, they are 
the heirs of Qod ; and as they are heirs, so the first 
being of them, puts them into the right of inheri- 
tance ; and there is no time, but such a person is a 
child of God,'' 

Mer. Even all the time he is manifesting himself 
to be a child of the Devil. What then can the 
Apostle mean concerning himself, and the converted 
Ephesians, who were ^^ predestinated to the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ ?'' was he mistaken 
in this point, when he says, they were ^* all by na- 
ture, children of wrath, even as others ;*' that *^ we 
were enemies to God by wicked works ;'' and that 
while in that state, they were " not his people, and 
not beloved ?'' 

Loroeg. Yes, and how contrary all this is, to the 
express declaration of the word of God. ^^He that 
believeth not is condemned already ;'' yea, that *^the 
ivrath of Gk)d abideth on him;" while the same 
Apostle pronounce3 a solemn anathema against all, 
f * who love not the Lord Jesi|s," one would think 
that such people meant to fly in the face of that most 
direct declaration, " Know ye not, thai the unright- 
eous shall not inherit the kingdom of God : be not 
deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
t^ers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
mth mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
ards, nor revellers, lior extoiiioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God ;'' and you don't supppse, that 
your old preacher would register these among the 
Hon-elect, when it is further added, '^ and such were 
some of you $ but ye are washed, but ye are sancti- 
fied, but ye are justified, in the name of tiie Lord 
Jesus, and by the spirit of the Lord :" does it not 
therefore evidently appear, that such people, while 
they were in such a bad state, could not have enter- 
ed the kingdom of God, till after they had been pu^ 

VOL. III. 11 
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into a good one ^ is it possible^ for the Lord to say 
any thing to the wicked, but "Depart ye cursed ?*' 

Mai. But God foresaw that they would be put in- 
to a good one. 

Loveg. Who doubts of that ? but what has that to 
do with the horrid supposition, that men may Uve 
and die in all sorts of sin, and still be saved ? 

Mai. But Sir, if you properly understood the doc- 
trine of imputation, as we do, you would still find 
yourself iii the wrong : though your arguments may 
be a little more specious than I can at present con- 
tradict. 

Loveg* We are very willing to hear you further on 
your doctrine of imputation* 

Mai. A great Doctor in our way, observes, ** Must 
not a man be reckoned to be a sinner while he does 
sin ? I answer No, though he doth sin, yet he is 
not to be reckoned a sinner ; but his sins are reckon- 
ed to be taken away from him ;*^ and again, *^ If 
thou hast a part in the Lord Christ, (as all the unbe^ 
Ikving elect have even while acting like so many 
devils,) all these transgressions of tliine, are become 
actually the transgressions of Christ, and so cease to. 
be thine ^ and thou jceasest to be a transgressor f 
from that time^ they were laid upon Christ, to the 
last hour of thy life ; so that now thou art not an 
idolater, a thief, or any thing else that is bad, thou 
thou art liot a sinful person, whatever sin thou coin- 
mittest/* 

Mer» This is strong meat with a vengeance. 
Whoever can swallow this, may swallow any thing« 

8avj> . I suppose you had all iliis from the young 
man that preached at our meeting, since I left it. 

Mai* Tes, and an excellent Christ-exalting sermon 
it was. 

8av* Tou went to hear it cousin John, when Ire- 
fused to go with you, because I did not choose to set 
a bad exampTe. 

John. He said nearly the same things : I suppose 
tiiey were all taken out of the same author. <^ It i9 
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Ae ifiiquity itsdf^ not our punishiiieiity bat our sia, 
tbat the Lord hath laid upon Christ ; I mean it is 
the fault of the transgression itself. (It almost made 
my hair stand on end^ when he went on sayings) ** To 
speak more plainly : hast thou been an idolater ? hast 
ihou been a blasphemer ?«ha8t thou been a murderer^ 
an adMterer, a thief, a liar, or a drunkard I if thou 
Jbast part in the Lord, all these transgressions of 
thine, became actuaUy the transgressions of Christ. 
Nor are 'we so completely sinful, but Christ being 
made sin, was as completely sinful as we." And 
after he had said a few things, that we should not 
encourage ourselves in such sort of crimes on that 
account, he added, <^ The loathsomeness, abominable* 
ness, and hatefulness of rebellion, were also charged 
on Christ, as well as the guilt : yea, that €rod made 
Christ as verily a sinner, as t^e creature himself 
was. 

Lotceg. [To Malapert.] Sir, do you call all this 
exalting Christ ? Could you say worse of the Devil 
himself? than to suppose he is 'acttutUy guilty, and 
an actual partaker of the most horrid and foul crimes, 
that human nature can commit ! By this way of talk- 
ing, you make it out, that he positively deserved the 
punishment he met with. But if he was actually the 
blasphemer, the murderer, and the every thing that 
is baid $ how could he be the substitute, or the surety 
for the sins of others ? 

Mtr. Yes, and then what becomes of these passa- 
ges wMck tell us, he was <^the Lamb without ble- 
mish ?' and how could he *^ offer himself witlumf 
tpotf to God ?'' or how could he be <^ holy, harmless, 
and separate from sinners V* if (ill the sins of his 
people, were made his own, as lliough actually corn- 
mil^ by him i how could he '^suffer the just for 
the unjust'^ when he himself was unjust ? *how could 
he *< bear the sins of majay,'* when he bad all his 
own sins to bear i or how could he in luiy wise suffer 
for others, wh^d he had to suffer for crimes, the 
worst of crimes^ which were oetieoUy made his ? 
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whal can be plainer, than that ^^Jot the transgres^- 
sions of his people, was he smitten ;'' and that all 
(mr sins, not his ortvn sins, were laid upon him, by a 
transfer of our guilt on. his innocent person, ^^ who 
knerw no sin;*^ who was neither guilty, nor filthy^ 
but at all times, most innocent and pure. 

Loroeg. Yes, and from the same profane supposi^ 
tion, some of them have advanced that, which ap- 
pears to me, still more profane ; that at that tim^ 
Grod " hated, and abhorred Christ, as the greatest 
sinner upon earth ;'* to%ay nothing of tiie absurdity 
of the unchangeable Gk>d, thus loving at one time 
* and hating at another, the same adored person ; yet 
how could such a hatred ever have existed, when 
God himself declares, <* this is my beloved Son, i» 
whom I am well pleased ;^^ and that he was the holy 
one, ** in whom his soul delighted.'^ If he could thus 
be made the subject of his father's wrath, how could 
he in the hour of his extremest sufferings, still ad- 
dress him as his Father ? ** Father, if it be possible^ 
let this cup pass from me ;'* and even while on the 
cross, he claimed the Lord as his God ; ** My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?" and in his 
last expiring moments, he could confidentially say, 
** Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit i" really 
it appears to me, that such whimsical interpretations 
of scripture, were not worthy of a refutation, were 
they not exceedingly profane. 

John. Yes, and at the conclusion of the same young 
man's sermon, I remember he said, thai *^ a toad 
could not be more odious in the sight of Gt)d, than 
Christ then was," for that all the hatefulness, and 
loathsomeness in our nature, being put upon Christ ; 
he stands as it were, the abhorred of the Father.'* 

Mer. And are these the profane and horrid discus- 
sions, that have lately occupied your mind ? 

McU. Sir, I sha'nt give up the point yet, though I 
confess I am not so ready at an answer as I thought I 
should have been, but how could I expect it, whilfe I 
have so many upon me at tlie same time ? [He feels 
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in his pocket;] I find I have left my pocket book 
behind me^ in which I have a great number of short 
hand notes on this subject. I'll assure you I have 
studied the point very closely, and I hope to be a 
preacher soon. There is very little Grospel preach- 
ing about these parts. With your leave Mr. Merry- 
man, I'll step home for my pocket book. I shall re- 
turn again in a few minutes, and PU warrant, I shall 
be able to stand my ground* 

At once he was off, like a pea out of a pop-gun. 
Mr. Lovegood had his doubts, what good end could 
be answered, by continuing the controversy with 
such an antagonist; But Mr. Merryman feared, 
that an inipertineut Mumph might be the result, if a 
further hearing should not take place. They all 
thought it most prudent, to wait for his return, the 
result of which will be found in the following dia* 
logue. 

* Note to page 1 16. 

Mr. Meriyman is ]^rfectly correct in bis application of the 
wards heresy and scmsm, kt^ms from A/^4i, or from At^u to take 
ifp, to remove or take away ; describes a sort of spiritual sheep- 
stealers : so schism from Sicitcut a rent, a diirision, or separation. 
The evil Is not in any persons following their own judgment, 
in what they think preferable ; but among those who possess an 
anffry, contentious spirit, so contrary to that spirit of candour 
and forbearance, that Christians should manifest towards each 
ether. 



U# 
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ANTINOMIANISM UNMASKED. 



BETWEEN MR. L0VE60OD,-MR. ME]UIYJV1AN, MR. SAVORT, MR, 
JOHN HIS COUSIN9 AND MR. MALAPERT. 



I 



MMEDIATELY on Mr, Malapert's return, the 
dialogue thus recommenced* 



MalaperU Well gentlemen, I have not been long 
gone, I hox^e I shanH tire your patience in resuming 
my subject, as I am a pretty good dab at short*hand 
writing. I think I have brought sufficient materials, 
so that I may be able to stand my ground better thani 
have done ^ (he takes out his notes.) And now gentle- 
men, you shall hear what I have further to advance 
on the doctrine of imputation,"^ or rather, an actual 
exchange of persons, between Christ and his elect. 

Loveg. Sir, I hope you dont mean to detain us 
long about these doctrines, in which we all most as- 
suredly believe and agree. Do you think we deny 
the mediatorial righteousness of Christ, habittuUf (and 
as far as that, we will admit imputed sanctification,) 
acHve^ and passivCf to be a righteousness sufficient 
to, and designed for, the salvation of the elect. Or 
whether our justilBcation, and all other blessings, 
when we are made partakers of them, are the fruits of 

* Most of these qotations are from Dr. Crisp, (in high estima> 
tion among the party.) These sermons were republished by the 
late Dr. Gill, who has thereby done infinite mischief to some of 
the less pious of his own denomination, while a deal of pains is. 
taken, to explain away some of the most dan&^erous points, con-r 
tained in those sermons ; yet it is impossible so to neutralise, 
them, as to render them palatable, or safe. The reader will dis« 
cover this as the dalogue proceeds. 
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this righteousness, and the only meritorious cause of 
them. Or whether Christ's obedience and sufferings 
were so in our stead, that Grod cannot exact from us^ 
any other atonement for sin, or meriting price. 

Met. And I will add, whether Christ by his right- 
eousness, procured a finished salvation for all his 
chosen people, so that they assuredly shall in his own 
time and way, be saved by his grace, and made meet 
for his glory ; and all that, upon the credit of that 
very righteousness, which is imputed to true believers, 
by which all the blessings of tiie covenant of grace, 
are secured to the children of God. 

Mai. Upon my word gentlemen, you in some re- 
spects come nearer to the gospel than I expected, but 
as yet, you fall short of the real point. I believe, 
(taking out bis notes,) there is actually an exchange 
of persons, between Christ and the Jbeliever, ** Mark 
it well, Christ is not so completely righteous, but 
we are as righteous as he ; nor are we so completely 
sinful, but Christ became, being made sin^ as com- 
^etely sinfnl as we, nay more; we are the same 
righteousness, for we are made the righteousness, of 
God.'* ^* That very sinfulness that we were, Christ 
is made that very sinfulness before God; so that 
Christ takes our persons, and conditions, and stands 
in our stead : we take Chrlpt's person and condition, 
and stand in his stead \ so that if we reckon w^ll, we 
must always reckon Christ to be in our persons, and 
our person in his.'* 

Loveg. And this Sir, I suppose, you will say is 
your way of exalting Christ, by most profanely put- 
ting the Saviour in the sinner's stead. Supposing a 
prince, with all his honours, puts himself in a beg- 
gar's sts^te, with all his rags and sores ; wonld^ not 
the prince be most grievously debased, and the beg- 
gai:. bxalted i or supposing a Judge should put him*- 
self in a criminal's state, why then the criminal is 
innocent, and the Judge is guilty, and ought to be 
hanged in the criminal's stead ; for that the Judge, 
actually committed the crime, and not the crimin^^ 
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we may suffer penalties^ and- pay debts for others^ 
but we cannot^ actually commit crimes, for others* 
And forther, this doctrine actually dispossesses 
Christ of all his offices, and turns the creature, into 
the Creator : for if Christ becomes the sinner, he 
actually loses his office, and is no longer the Re* 
deemer, but the sinner tiiat needs to be redeemed, in* 
stead of being a most exalted sariour, he becomes a 
most debased, wretched. Hell deserving sinner ; in- 
stead of being exalted, to give repentance, and re* 
mission of sins, he needs himself pardon, and forgive- 
ness, as much as the vilest sinner upon earth. Is it 
not enough that he should impute his glorious right- 
eousness, without taking our JUth and guilt, on bis 
holy person, who never could know sin ? was it not 
enough that he should bear the punishment of our 
sins, without being actually himself a sinner, and 
thus rendering him, worthy of all the punishment he 
sustained f 

Mer. Or perhaps by this change of person, the 
sinner becomes his own saviour, pardons his own 
sins, and merits eternal glory for himself. 

Mil. Well, I shan't adopt this sentiment, tUl I 
have thought of it over again* I confess I am not as 
yet quite settled, since I began to have a dearer view 
of the Gospd. 

Lorueg. I hope you don't mean to turn preacher, 
till you have settled what you are to preach. I am 
told the other young preachers^ that have adopted these 
sentiments, have had two or three turns, since their 
first turn ^ it will be well, if some of them don't turn 
Atheists before they have finished all their turnings. 

Mal^ I hope we shan't go too far, but you know 
what a deal we have of do, do, dOf from every piilpi^ 
now-a-days. 

Loveg. Very proper, while we duly attend to the 
evangelical principles of our Bibles, it is our duty 
to insist upon their practical effects, and consequences 
upon the heart. 

Mtd. O yes Sir ! but whatdoes it avails to tell dead 
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men to work for life ; ^* for as for strivings we are. 
siu^ to be saved, whether we strive or no, if we are 
elected, what signifies doing any thing, we do but 
labour in vain. If a man will run- a hundred miles 
for money, if that money be pt'oflFered to him at his 
door, before he steps out of his house ; his journey is 
in vain, seeing he might have had it, if he had staid 
at home.'* 

Loroeg. What then becomes of a thousand practical 
directions, as we have them thi'oughout thescriptures ? 
ai^ we not commanded to <^ run, that we may ob* 
tain i^ to strive, or rather to agonise, that we may 
*^ enter into the strait gate ;" to "fight the. goocl 
fight olf faith ;" to ** giv,e diligence to. make our call- 
ing and election sure 5" so " work out our own sal* 
vation, with fear and trembling." 

Mai. Yes; but is it not next directly said ; "for 
it is Grod that worketh in us, to will, and to do, of 
his own good pleasure f ^^ what does our attempting 
to work signify, till it is his good pleasure that we 
should wotk ? 

Mer. Why, I should have thought, that it was 
given to us, as a word of encouragement, that v^ 
might work | and when he works in us, to will and 
to do f willing and doing aUo, must be the certain re» 
suit. 

Mai* I know not how these new lights, as. you call 
tliemf get over such passages, but I once heard one 
say, that " these legal strivings, have been the cause 
of the damnation of thousands ;'' and a certain great 
diving in our way thus expresses himself; " Let svi- 
dmng of sin alone for peace.— While you labour to 
i^et by duties, you prarooke God as much as in you 
lies,^* Now this is a strong expression I confess ; 
but it is all against a legal spirit. 

Loroeg* What then, is a man to be damned for 
seeking his own good, in the salvation of his soul, 
though I know his primary object is, and must be 
the glory of Gk)d. 
. Mai. Primary object ! I say it should be no object 
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«t all, ** that all our prayings, fastings, watchings^ 
repentings, believings to obtain peace of conscience, 
or heaven, are abominable, and answer no other end, 
than to deceive our own souls, and to rob Christ of 
his glory. 

Lffveg. Now I say just tiie reverse ; for in seeking 
God's glory, we should remember that God in infinite 
mercy, has made it our duty to seek for the same 
blessedness in ouselves : for does he not design that 
^*men shall he blessed in Mm?" else what mean a 
thousand passages like these? << He lookea for tiie 
recompence of reward/' <<Let us therefore labour 
to enter into his rest, lest any of us should seem to 
fall short ;'' when the talents were given mth the 
command, <^ occupy till I come/' was it not with a 
design that they might be benefitted by it ? and when 
the labourers were sent into the vineya&*d, to labour 
for a penny a day, was it not, that they should re- 
ceive their wages ? Don't be frightened Sir, I did 
not mean a reward of merit, or of debt : for after 
the best of all our doings, we are still %nproJitaMe 
9ervants ; all is but our bounden duty ; it is tbere^ 
fore entirely the reward of grace and mercy from 
bim, and not less a debt of gratitude from us towards 
that most gracious master, that favours us, in ac- 
cepting such feeble services at our hands. 

Mai. After all that you have said ; in my opinion 
such sentiments lead us under the law. 

Loveg. Then under the law may we be led ; whUe 
die bible further tells us, that ^'in, though not ^br, 
keeping his commands, there is great reward V and 
that therefore we should << hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, that we may he filed J^ Are we n4t 
to repent for this end, that our sins may fty blotted 
out;*^ to believe in the Lord Jesus, that we may be 
sayed'i What could Paul mean, when he wrote to 
Timothy, and said, ^< in so doing thou shalt save 
thyself and them that hear thee ?" and what coald 
the same apostle mean, when he said, <*I keep my 
body under, subjection, lest by any means, wten I 
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away V^ can any words be mor^ e^qilicit, than the 
words that tell iis^ << when the wicked man tumeth 
away from his wickedness^ and doeth that which is 
lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive V* while 
the ccmtrary curse is pronounced against Ihe wicked, 
if they die in their sins ; like as it is said, << to-day, 
if ye will hear his voice, harden hot your hearts, as 
in the day of provocation;'^ and what can be more 
cogent, than the exhortation of the same apostle^ 
^^see that ye refuse not him that speaketh, for if 
they escaped not, who refused him that spake on 
(Rarth ; much more shall not we escape, if we turp 
away from him that speaketh from heaven ? for how 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation V* 

Mer, And what can be plainer than the Apostle's 
exhortation : ^^ wherefore be ye steadfast, unmovea- 
ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord ; for* 
asmuch as you know, your labour is not in vain in the 
Lard ?" But what does any other quotations signify ; 
motives from the threatnings, and promises of God, 
are. endless? and can it be sinful to attend to them, 
for the promotion of our own good, when they are 
given to us for that very purpose ? 

Mai. Well, I still believe it, though we may by 
our legal woiidngs, and strivings of all sorts, ex- 
pect to get a deal ; yet << I'll speak plainly*, tiiere 
are none of all these things, that conduce a jot to- 
wards obtaining any of these ends which you pro- 
pose to yourselves ; for when w^e labour, by prayer, 
aud seeking the Lord, to prevail with God, to take 
away lus displeasure, and to procure such good; we 
serve not God, but ourselves." 

Loveg/ ho then a man does not serve God, all the 
time he does serve him : if according to scripture 
he expects the good, and benefit of it to his own soul 
thereby ; while he thus attends toliis duty, as God 
has commanded, and the means of grace that he hath 
anointed. Are we forbidden to love ourselves. 
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>e^hil« we are coimnanded to love God^ and to keep 
his commandments ? 

MaL Why yon know what is said against that 
principle 5 " Men shall be lovers of their own selves/' 

Loveg^ You will soon knock up your own charac* 
ter as a lawyer, if you cannot distinguish between 
that spirit of selfishness, which makes us care for 
no one's interest but our own. Christians delight 
themselves in the Lord, while it is " Christ within 
thentf that is the hope of glory ;'' and thus it is pro- 
mised in return, that ^^ a good man shall be satisfied 
from himself." 

MaL Satisfied from himself ! how can that be ? 

Loroeg* Had you been better acquainted with the 
sotier and wise language of the book of Proverbs, 
I would charitably hope you would have been more 
cautious in your objections. I plainly perceive, how 
constantly you shuffle from all the practical and peiv 
ceptive parts of the word of God, lest they should 
be brought against the preconceived opinions you 
have lately formed. I fear this proves, that there 
is a sad core of dangerous Antinomianism at the 
bottom of your heart. 

Mai* Sir, I am not against loving God, or our 
neighbours, if we can do it disinterestedly. 

Laveg. You appear to me to be quite bewildered 
in what you are at. Because we ought entirely to 
aim at God's glory, sAorve all things ; therefore we 
must not aim at all, at our own happiness in the en- 
joyment of this God, while it is God's grand aim to 
do us good ; therefore it should not be our aim at all 
to do ourselves good, because we ought to obey God 
out of gratitude and love; therefore we should not 
obey him, if we hoped for any blessing for our- 
selves, as the result. Because God hath engaged to 
give life, and happiness to the elect, when they have 
finished their warfare upon earth; therefore they 
must not design their own happiness in any thing 
they do, or scarcely venture one step towards it, lest 
they should be legal. 



. "^ Mai. Sit, I am jast entering apon the study of 
logic, and I dare say, I shall then be able to refute 
all you have advanced. 

Mr. John. [To Mr. Mcrryman.] Sir, 1^11 till you 
what entirely drove me out of our meeting. I de^ 
clare I had rati^r hear common cursing and swear- 
ing, than such sort of doctnne, that ^^ if I am holy, 
I am .never the better accept of QoA. If I am 
unholy, I am never the worse. This I am sure of, 
that he that elected me, must sate me." 

8av. Ah, Cousin John, you and I were both too 
much bigotted to the walls of our old meeting, but I 
am sure it was our duty to leave the place, since the 
Iruth has left it. 

Mai. Left the truth ? why there was never so 
much truth preached in that meeting-house till of 
late, since it has been built. 1 never knew how to 
come by assurance of faith, till I heard it set forth 
in that meeting, about a fortnight ago. I have now 
done with all my form^. doubts and fears, since I 
have left off hearing you, Mr. Merryman; no won^ 
d^ that my soul was kept in bondage, while I was 
directed to look after a hundred marks and eviden- 
ces, that I might examine myself by them. 

Loroeg. If this is your way of talking young man ; 
^ough you have ceased to doubt for yourself, I hope 
you will give us leave to doubt for you. If you are 
afraid to know the state of your own mind, it is a 
sad evidence against you. 

Mai. Well, well, I have now no fears left upon 
tiiat score | here I have it in my short notes, what 
is to be the ground of my assurance for the time to 
come ; [he reads.] ** Would you know that the Lord 
bath laid your iniquities upon Christ, you must know 
it thus. First, is there a voice bddnd thee, or vMhin 
thee, saying, partieidarlf to thee. Thy sins are for- 
given theeV* 

Loroeg. Stop Sir. I did not know that enthusiasnv 
and Antinomianism were so near akm, for that the 

vol. HI. 12 
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knowledge of our pardon is to rest upon fancied^ 
personal revelation to each individual* 

mMbi. Sir^ I had not finished my quotation^ yon 
will find it is the word we go by* *< Dost thou see 
this voice agree with the word of grace ? that is. 
Dost thou see it is held out to the most vUe, and 
wretched creatures, as thou canst be? and upon this 
revelation of the mind of the Lord by his spirit, ac- 
C(U'ding to the word, doth the Lord give thee to re- 
ceive that testimony of the spirit, to sit down wifli 
it, as satisfied, that upon this, thou makest full reck- 
oning, thou hast propriety in this particular to thy* 
self ? If thou dost receive the testimony according 
to that word, here is thy evidence thou hast thy 
propriety, and portion in this." Now Sir, what 
say you to this ? 

Loveg* With your leave Sir, I would ask you 
this question. If, and while, I continue one of the 
most vile, and wretched creatures I can be, I can 
but persuade myself I am perfectly pardoned, with- 
out any warrant or evidence besides ; am I to believe 
it, and then boldly to say, that the Holy Spirit ena* 
bled me to believe the abominable antinomian lie, 
without any of those sanctifying evidencies, that faith 
must produce upon the heart i 

Mai. Yes, I kngw that legal preachers demand of 
us heaps of evidences ; some of these will tell us, 
^^ that love to the brethren, universal obedience, sin- 
cerity, singleness of heart, and all other inherent 
qualifications, are signs, by which we should judge 
of our state, but I say thetfare not.'^ 

Loveg. Then we are not to mind what John says ; 
** we know that we have passed from death unto Ufe, 
because we love the brethren*'^ 

Mat. I have no doubt, but that I shall be capable 
to give an answer to that text soon, when I am 
able better to understand it ; but I have marked 
down some other fine, bold strokes, which I have 
lately heard from some, who know how to preach 
the Gospel, without clogging it with evidences* I 
have them here in my notes. ^< Sanctification is so 
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^ from evidencing a good state, that it darkens it 
rather, and a man may more clearly see Christy 
when he seeth no sanctification ; than when he doth. 
' The darker my sanctificatian, is, the brighter is my 
justification; K>r a man cannot evidence his justifi- 
cation, by his sanctification ; but he must needs 
build upon his sanctification, and trust in it/' 

Loroeg. How so ? Ask the most devoted Christian 
upon earth, whether he makes that as his confidence j 
which he humbly receives as an evideneCf that his 
heart is right with God, and that his confidence in 
Christ aloiie is correct. 

Mai* Why ** Gk)d won't suffer his people to be 
over righteous, lest they should trust in it.*' I 
heard a preacher say, <^it was a soul damning error^ 
to rns^e sanctification an evidence of justification ;" 
and that "the m^t we sinned^ the more we might 
believe in the simple testimony of his word, who 
jttstifieth the ungodly, without any intermixture oj 
faiths and repentance; or any thing else from us,*^ 

Loroeg* It is really most dreadful, to hear you thus 
run on, denying the solemn work of the Holy Spirit 
upon the heart, as an evideftee of the reality of our 
faith. 

Mai. No Sir, I only say, " the seal of the Spirit 
is limited, only to the immediate witness* of the 
spirit ; nor doth it ever witness to any work of grace 
upon the heart." 

Loroeg. Why then, if the Holy Spirit does not 
witness to his own grace upon Ihe heart, are we to 
suppose he witnesses to nothing ? 

Mai. Why the truth is, "I know I am Christ's ; 
not because I do crucify the lusts of the flesh ; but 
becausel I believe in Christ that crucified my lusts for 
we." '^' 

Loroeg. Do you mean this, in direct opposition to 
that passage, << God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ ; by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world ?" 
But I have rather a curiosity to ask you, if you have 
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any thing fiirtber in your notes about this curious 
witnessing of the spirit, to wfaid up the business. 

Jdal. ^* Is there any tiling in the world of better 
credit, than the Spirit ? we must not therefore try it 

Sanff thing ebe, ar question it, for this is the word 
grace, according to which he speaks. Recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, eroen the world, vfhea 
men are no otherwise, but merely men of the w^orld.'' 

Lureeg. Now Sir, I think you have put your finish^ 
ing stroke to what you call flie witness of the Spirit ; 
even an unregenerate person may have the witness 
of the Spirit ; though in himself, earthly, sensual, 
devilish, a child of the devil, of the blackest sprty 
flius the pure and Holy Spirit of God, and of truth 
itself, is most profanely supposed to witness, to the 
most abominable lie, and to buoy up those, who are 
of their father the devil, in the way to hell. 

Jtfer. And that, contrary to the most express tes- 
timonies of scripture that can possibly be recorded. 
'< If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments^ 
we know that Wje know him, because we keep his com- 
mandments f* ^^ Know ye not, that ye are reprobaUs^ 
cut off from God, if Christ be not in you ?^ and that 
it is << Christ in us, that is the hope of glory ?'' that 
the Spirit beareih witness with our spirits, that we 
are the children of God ?'' can the same spirit, bear 
the same witness to the children of the devil ^ Are 
we not told of the fruits of the Spirit, and what sort 
of fruits these are ? and does not the Saviour say, 
^« by their fruits ye. shall know them ?'* Is not every 
description of the good man's character, of the same 
sort ? 

Loveg. [Interrupts.] My dear friend, if you go 
on with all the evidences the Bible holds fordi, this 
Conversation will last this fortnight, while ridicule 
itself, might justly be called in to expose an error, 
so preposterous, and so false. The spirit of truth is 
to make me believe, that I am, what I am not ; and 
then after believing, I become that which I am not. 
Ilitts the humiile vicar of Lower Brookfield may be* 
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lieve^ he is Archbishop of Canterbury, while he caiir 
not produce a single evidence of the fact, that so it 
is but from his own imagination. And you Mr. 
Malapert, may as well suppose^ that having just set 
off in the law line, that you are hjfdith^ become the 
Lord, Chief Justice of tiie court of king's bench i or 
my Lord Chancellor if you please. 
• Mer. And the long confined debtor, may believe 
that all his debts' are discharged, though* he has no 
evidence from his surety, that he has tibe most dis- 
tant design of paying, even a single sixpence of them. 
Mr. Savory, supposing you were to go up to Lon- 
don, and there get into a little trade, and then fancy 
without sense, or reason, that you are Lord Mayor 
of London, would that resdly naake you so ? 

Sav. If I have not been twisting my thumbs, one 
over another, till I am quite in amazement. But I 
see: where these abominable doctrines lead to, more 
than ever. I am grieved at heart that they should 
come over our Jordan, to join our denomination^ It 
some how, seems not to our credit, that when they 
became determined to separate themselves, as far as 
they could, from all others, they should come over 
to us; I wish they had continued where they were, 
for they have made . dreadful havock and divisions 
among us ; though I can assure you iiiat neither of 
you ministers, can dislike their ways, and doctrines 
worse, than many of ours do. 

John, [to his cousin.] I think cousin, we have 
been too stiff in refusing to hold communion with any 
but our own party, I find there are other Christians 
as good as ourselves, still you and I have got some 
good out of the evil ; for you know, what sad heavy 
work it was, for us to go to our meeting, sabbath, 
after sabbath : and of late, without having the most 
distant hope, or expectation of the least benefit in any 
thing we heard, while one person would be yawning 
in one pew, or another would he half asleep in ano*- 
theri and ^mother fast asleep in a third; it was 
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ahockiiig^ work to be stanred as we were, for want oC 
some spiritual food, that was likely to do us good. 

Sav» I am sure^ that at last I was quite starved 
out of the place, though I had somewhat to do, to 
leave it ; especially as from the prejudice of educa^ 
tion, my mind ran pretty strong against the Church. 

John. And so did mine cousin, we both of us wer& 
ready to cry, ^' Can any good thing come out.of Na- 
zareth r* but blessed be God, after we had been 
starved out from our old meetings we soon found our 
mistake* 

/Skiv. I repented a number of times, that I did. not 
leave it before ; but when he preached upon that text, 
^^ without holiness no man shall see the Lord ;'' that 
quite did for me. .i 

Mtr. Why what could he inake of tiiat text.-*-It 
was quite plain enough. 

Sav. It was so to me, till our old minister made 
a puzzle of it. He has been called old parson puz^ 
zle-text, tor some years in our town : but wheneveir 
tiiey of that sort, get hold of any text that insists 
upon practical goduness ; they are sure to be floun<*' 
dering about, to get rid of the meaning of it if they 
possibly can. "* If I know any timig of myself, I love 
such blessed passages to the bottom of my heart. 

Loroeg. And so does every soul that is sanctified in 
Christ ; but what did he make of the text ? 

8av. Why witiwut Christ, no man shall see God. 

Lorceg* Very true ; but had he the ignorance to 
^sert, that such was liie meaning of that parage. 

Sav. Yes Sir, luid he thought he proved it, by- 
observing what was said just before | ^^ follow peace 
with all men;" t|iat says he, must mean Chi*ist, for 
^* he is our peace,'' and therefore to follow holiness, 
means the same thing. 

Loroeg. How is it possible to suppose, that such 
people can believe their own nonsense ? I should be 
inclined to laugh at their folly, if I was not grieved 
at their bad design. 

Mer. Tes, it appears to me, that the design is as 
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bad as it can be. That worAfMatving^ don't anee 
wiib their creed ; it sounds too much like increasing^ 
and getting nearer to a certain desired point ; and as 
for following peace, divisions and di&qputingSy seem 
to be the first chapter in their creed ; and as for ho- 
liness, what have they to do with that, while imputed 
sancHJicatumf makes up for ev^7 thing. Their per- 
version of such passages as these, must have the 
most dangerous tendency upon the minds of such lax 
and wanton professors, who have no heart to walk 
in those wayd of holiness, though *^ God has fore- 
ordained, that we should walk in them. 

Mai. Whatever you may say i^ainst the meaning 
of that teict, a great minister in the west of England 
in our way, is of Ihe same sentiments | and as fcnr 
what you say Mr. Merryman ; the great Doctor 
that I principally admire, has these words ; << It is 
a conceived conceit among some persons, that our 
obedience is the way to heaven ; and though it be not 
OS they say^ the cause of our reign, yet it is ^ way 
to the kingdom. I tell you all, that this sanctifica- 
tioji of life, 19 not a jot the way erf the justified person 
into heaven :" the truth is, since redemption is ma* 
naged by Christ, the Lord halh appointed other ends 
and purposes of our obedience, than salvation. ** Sal- 
loathm is not the end of any good work we daJ^ 

8av. Why then if I repent, and believe the gos- 
pd in order that I may <^ receive the end of my faith, 
ev«n the salvation of my soul ;'' I am doing wrong 
ail the while I am doing right, according to the ex- 
press command of God* If this is to be tiie doctrine 
tl^t is to be preached at our meeting, you may go 
into the pew, that cousin John and I occupied, we 
shall never go there any more to turn you out. 

Md. I confess that some of these strong meat ex- 
ptressions, were more than I could at first digest 
myself ; yet now I can swallow even what my be- 
loved Doctor further said: ♦* you will say then, we 
had as good sit still. He that works all day, and 
gets nothing better iimn he had in the mornings ha*' 



144 DIALOGITE XtXTIII. * 

as good sit stilly and do nothing.-— Let me tdl you 
the * prevention of evil, if thebb bb any Bvii ik 
IT9 or the obtaining of good, if thbbe be beaxitt 
OF good; peace of conscience; joj in the Holy 
Ghost ; pardon of sin ; the infallihility of miscaiv 
riage ; the light of God's countenance ; all tiiese I 
say, are abundantly provided for you, and establish- 
ed finnly on you, by the mere grace of God ia 
Christ, before ever you perform any thing whatso- 
ever." 

Loroeg. O then by this I find I am. to believe I have 
it, before I have it ; and I must not seek that I may 
find, because it is thus abundantly provided for me; 
and lest I should seek my own good, as well astiie 
glory of Gtod in those blessings of grace, which are 
so richly provided for me. — ^Why all this is abun*- 
dantly below common sense ; it is uncommon non- 
sense, while your Doctor forbids ine to seek, that i 
may find, because it is unnecessary ^ God^s conunanA 
is, '^ seek that you may find/' And because . the 
khid donor means to do me good in llie things he 
freely gives, I must not seek my own good in tbe 
enjoyment of it, though he. designs it. 

Mer. But what shocked me most, was, that.wfaile 
all of Us know better than to suppose, that our obe- 
dience is the cause of our reign ; yet Ibat it was not 
even one jo^ the tc;ay to the kingdom. So that it 
seems the way of holiness is entirely cut up by tbdr 
sort of gospel. I hear also of the ways of the wicked, 
will it be admitted by *these antinomians, that 
cursing, swearing, and all sorts of debauchery, is the 
right way to heaven ? or is there no way at all there ? 
but am I not told of the way of truth ; the way of 
righteousness; the right tc^ay; a more exalted toay; 
and the way of salvation ; as well as the salvation 
itself : are we not told of the narrow way, that leads 
to life ; on which the just progressively are found to 
walk? to whom Grod hath given one heart, and one 
way ? are we not decidedly told, that the way of fte 
itst is uprightness ; and does not David talk of run- 
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niAg in the VHiy of God's commandments^ ivfiile wa 
are told of a AijrA toojf, which is called tike way of 
holiness, on which the unclean are not to pass— -where 
am I ? What am I hearing ? most mercifully h«3. 
God given me a thousand directions how to walfc« 
as a travelling stranger and pilgrim upon the earth ! 
and' am I not to be directed by them ? are they to 
mean nothing ? am I so wise in my own conceit, as 
to need no directions to set me right, when I am 
wrong, or to keep me right when I am so ? 

Mai. O Sir, that is a long established- rule among 
-all of us, that the law is no rule of life to a believer; 
for** we are dead to the law by the body of Christ.** 

Laveg. But Sir, go on with the quotation if you 
please, if not, I must do it for you. Why are we 
said to be dead to the law, through the body of Christ, 
** that we should be married to another, even to him 
who is raised from the dead ; that we should bring' 
firth fruit unto Qod $ and that we should s^ve in 
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the let- 
ter?'' In short, that the spirit of obedience, which 
we have lost by the covenant of works, should be re- 
stored to us by the covenant of grace ; so that not 
only all needed grace should be communicated to the 
heart, but that whenever God sees sin in us, it may 
be conquered and subdued, from day to day. 

Mai. 0OW can God see sin in his elect I The great 
Doctor I so much admire, thus settles that point, by 
the following wMe strain of argumentation, among 
those, Who are bold enough to believe they are the 
elect, without evidence ; yea, and in spite of evidencf^ 
to the <;ontri»7. ^ Th6ugh such persons do act in 
rebellion, yet the loathsomeness, the abominableness, 
and hatefulness of rebellion, is laid on the back of 
Christ ; he bears the sin, as well as the blame, and 
shame ; and that is the only reason why God can 
dwell with those, who do act the thing ; and if it be 
asked, how should God know every sin the believw 
doth commit, and yet not remember them ? the an- 
» sjwer is, though God remeiabers the things thou hast. 
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done, yet he doth not rememher them as thine ; for 
he rememheps perfectly, they are none of thine : when 
he passed them over to Christ, they ceased to be 
thine any longer : so that the Lord hath not one siu 
to charge upon an elect person, from the first moment 
of conception, to the last moment of life ; no, nor 
original sin is not to be laid upon him, the Lord hath 
laid it on Christ already ; yea, every elect vessel of 
God, from the first instant of his being, is as pure in 
the eyes of God, from the charge of sin, as he shall 
be in glory : and it is the voice of a lying spirit in 
your hearts, that saith, that you who are believers, 
have yet sifh wasHng your consdences, and lying as a 
burden, too heavy for you to bear." 

Loveg. How awfully near all this daring rant is, 
to blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, whose sacred 
work it is, to convince of sin, and so to reprove us 
for it, that we may know and feel, that it is an evil, 
and bitter thing, to sin against the Lord ! Was it a 
lying spirit in the heart of Magdalene, that made 
ber weep much, because she had sinned much ? was 
it a lying spirit in Peter, that made him go out and 
'tveep bitterly ? was it a lying spirit in John the Bap« 
tist, that said, ^* Repent ye, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at hand ?'' was it a lying spirit in out* Lord 
Jesus Christ himself, when he said, << Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish V* and did the Holy 
Ghost himself, create a lying spirit in the hearts of 
three th<Hisand believing sinners, when at the same 
time, they cried under the grace of repentance unto 
life, ** What must we do to be saved ?" Really the 
common blasphemy that is to be heard in the world, 
is as nothing when compared to the deliberate blas- 
phemy which Antinomianism suggests. 

Mer. One would suppose, that this profiEine, and 
daring set, never read what it cost David, all the 
days of his life, after his most grievous fall, in which 
he so highly displeased the Lord ; that the sword 
never afterwards departed from his house ; how he 
beclouded all bis own evidencesy and how he went on 
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^rith his broken bones, to the very verge of the 
grave ; till just at last, a beiam of divine light, was 
restored to his mind, whereby he was enabled to say ; 
** thoii hast made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure." 

Mai. But the great divine I have before mentioned, 
thinks otiierwise : for he thus asks the question : 
** Was not David a justified person ? and did not he 
bear, his own sins ? ** My sins are gone over my 
head.'' After several things he answers ; " I must 
tell you all, that what David speaks here, he speake 
from himself ; and all that David speaks/ram himself ^ 
teas not truth; David might mistake, that Grod 
should charge his sins upon him :" and I also coin- 
cide with the Doctor, in what he further says i " Be- 
fore a believer doth confess his sin, he may be as cer- 
tain of the pardon, of it, as after confession, that 
there is as much ground to be confident of the par- 
don of sin to a believer, as soon as ever he has com- 
mitted ity though he hath not made a solemn act« of 
confession, a» to believe it, after he hath performed 
all the humiliation in the world ; eyea though it 
be adrdteryf and murder; as was the case with 
David/' 

Loroeg. So that all the contrite language of David, 
in the 51st psalm, was not only fruitiess, but the 
language of a Iffing spirit ; what a horrid perversion 
of the repentance of David, and how awfully calcu- 
lated to harden sinners, in theii* transgressions. 

Mai. Sir, I shan't be ashamed to tell you, how fine- 
ly this/ree grace author proceeds. << But you will say, 
all the promises of pardon, do run with this proviso, 
in case men humble themselves ; in case men do this, 
and that ; then pardon is theirs ; otherwise it is 
none of tiieirs* — Take heed of such doctrine. — ^There 
is nothing but joy, and gladness ; there is not one fit 
of sadness in any believer^ but he is out of the way." 
*^ God doth no longer stand offended^ nor dispieasedy 
though a bdiever, after he is a believer, do sin often ;^^ 
^* because he doth not find the sin of a believer, to he 
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his own sin^ but be finds it the m ^ Christ ;'' so 
that < ^ if a man know himself to be in a state of grace^ 
though he be drunks or commit murder^ Grod scm no 
sin in him -/' ''so that what signifies telling belieT«- 
ers^ except they jM»ibrm such, «and such duties ; ex- 
cept they walk thus, and thus holily ; and do tiiese, 
and those good works ; they shall come underwrath ; 
or at least, God will be angry with them ; what do 
we in this but abuse ihe icriptares ? Wit nmdo dli that 
Christ hath done$ we injure believerB ; ive teU Qod 
that he lies to hisfaceJ^ 

Mer. If it was not following too much the coarse, 
vulgar style of your beloved author ; I should be apt 
to tell you to the face, that you lie : in supposing 
that all but Antinomians abuse the scriptures, and 
most blasphemously, by making it a point, to insist 
upon that, which is evangelical, as I trust we all do, 
and shall do ; '' striving together for the hope of the 
gospel." 

8ari>. Ah ! but all strivings are at end with us. 
One of them told me the other day, '' the efficacy of 
Christ's death is, to kUl all activity of graces in his 
members, that he might act aUf in aUJ^ 

John. Anottier of them said worse than that to me 
the other day; '* I see no .need to make such a great 
stir about graces, and looking to hearts ; but give 
me Christ : I seek not for graces, but for Christ : I 
seek not for promises but for Christ ; I seek not for 
sanctification, but for Christ; tell not me of medita- 
tiouf and duties, but tell me of Christ J / /^ 

Loveg. This is separating Christ, and holiness 
with a vengeance ; if this is not making Christ the 
minister of sin, I know not what is. But idl this is 
perfectly consistent, with another daring expression 
of theirs ; '' sin can do a believer no harm.'' 

Mai. No more it can. — ^For our great Doctor has 
declared it, that " they need not be afraid of their 
sins ; they that have Ood for their God, there is no 
sin that ever they commit, can possiMa do them amy 
hurt: therefore as their sin^ cannot hurt them^ so 
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t^re is no cause of fear in their sins committed., 
there is not^one siUf nor all the sins together, of any 
Mieverf am possibly do that believer any hurtJ^ * 

Loveg. Did the Apostle think so, when he wrote 
the 7th. of the Romans ? where he complains of sin^ 
as the greatest plague, and cried, " O wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death l'\ 

Mai. Our Doctor says, *< give me leave to tell you, 
that the Apostle in this chapter^ as I conceive, doth 
personate a scrupulous spirit, and doth not speak out 
his own present case.'* 

- Loveg. In the name of wonder, and of common 
sense, why not ? What can be tlie reason for such 
gross, and palpable perversions of scripture, without 
some design, extremely dangerous, ^nd destructive 
to the souls of men 1 

Mai. Sir, I am ready to vindicate 4he truth still, 
Christ alone exalted, is the great subject our Doctor 
aimed at, I will therefore read you a few lines 
further on this subject, before I conclude. — <^ Now 
sin is condemned to the believer,* it can do no hurt 
at all to him. Yea, sins are but scare-crows, and 
bug*bears to fright ignorant children : but men of in- 
sight, and understanding, see they are counterfeit 
things ; they are to know for a certainty, they are 
but a made thing ;*' there is no fear from the sttw of 
believers. All the fearfulness of sin, Christ himself 
hath drank it — Sin is dead, and there is no moi^e 
terror in it, thanas in a dead lion .*'' and so further, 
^* the sins of the times, cannot hurt Grod's people, 
though they had a hand in them.'' And now gentle- 
men, you shall have my last quotation. " Are you 
sinful in respect of the prevaleiicey of corruption, let 
it not come into your mind, that you are worse than 

■ * Because Christ became actually, and personally the sinner ; 
not merely the sacrifice on the sinner's behalf, while the sin- 
ner actually, and personally stands as the Saviour ; upon this 
hinge or pivot, the whole machinery of antinomianism, seems to 
turn. 
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others ; yea, so often 9s men fear tMidtion from sin 
committedf so often do thetf slander the grace cf God/? 
^hese Sir, iu*e in^ general sentiments ; but as yet^ I 
am not quite settled, in all that I bave advanced. 

Mer. No wonder at that, for thore saee others, 
older than yourself, who are ** ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth." 

Loveg. In all my life time, I never heard before, 
such dangerous, and bare faced assertions against 
the holiness, and purity of divine truth. To suppose 
that souls may be one of the elect of God, and yet be 
permitted to live in the worst of sins, under the infiu; 
ence of the most atrocious crimes, and cUe in impeni- 
tence, and unbelief ; not only gives the lie to the 
direct testimony of scripture ; but has an immediate 
tendency to harden the sinner in his sins ; while the 
whimsical idea, that Christ was actually made the 
sinner ; while*the sinner takes the Saviour's place ; 
not only nullifies every idea of the vicarious sacrifice 
of him that suffered the just for the unjust; but 
equally harden the impenitent, since they are now 
given to believe, that whatever sins they commit, 
Christ .committed them for them ; and that therefore 
they cannot sin, because Christ virtually sinned for 
them. But that the holy God should even hate, and 
abhor, his infinitely, well beloved Son, because he 
who knew no sin, suffered in the sinnet^s stead, and 
was hated of God, as bad as if he had been the Devil 
himself. — This in ray opinion, is most dreadfiiUy 
^ofane. No wonder that from such principles, tte 
practical truths of the gOvSpel, should be next sub- 
jected to a most profane attack. " All diligence to 
make our calling and election sure,'* is treated by 
men of such sentiments, as a most dangerous error, 
and even robbing Christ of his glory ; and no won- 
der at the conclusion of the whole, that if the infatua- 
ted antinomian enthusiast can merely from the fond 
fancy of his own mind, conceit himself to be one of 
God's elect : he is just as safe, whether he dies ^ 
Martyr at the stake, or a criminal at the gallows : 
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for the concluding hcMTtUe conceit is, '^ Bin can do a 
heMever no harm ,•*' and whetbw he sins, or serves 
God, it is all the same ; fm* God sees no sin in his 
elec^ eiven while Hxej conunit the worst of sins ! ! ! 

MaL Sir, whatever you may tliink of our doctrines, 
s(»ne of our ministers, are moral, and consistent in 
their characters. 

Loft>eg* So they should, or suffer the correction of 
the law ; yet I know that others of them, have been 
most abominably wicked, 

Mai. But Sir, those of them who have it to spare, 
are very generous to the poor. 

Uheg. So they ought. — My poor vicarage, and 
increasing family, allow me to do but little. What 
great matter is it, to give away Ihiat which I don^t 
want for myself? But in whatever they may give, I 
dare say, they first remember themselves. 

Mai. Sir, I only meant to say, we are no enemies 
to morality, upon proper principles. 

Lofteg. No more you should, unless you 'meant to 
be candidates for the gallows, or a gaoL But Sir, 
can any sort of apology be granted for sentiments 
like yours. When a man can dare to throw open 
the ^odgates of iniquity, by such loose and wanton 
expressions ; can he excuse'himself, that he is not so 
iniquitous ? Is not such external morality as this, 
within the power even of an atheist to perform, while 
the thin varnish, renders tiie evil of such pernicious 
sentiments less suspected, and consequently more fa- 
tal to the less cautious among the thoughtless of 
mankind ? 

Mer. It is not to be supposed that the devil would 
walk abroad without a slipper to cover bis cloven 
foot, that he might be ihe better able to deceive. 
When he appears like a chimney-sweeper, at once 
people are set upon their, guard, but when dressed 
like a miller, he is more apt to prevail. But Sir, 
another evil comes in with all this. A sad iudiffe- 
Tence respecting the salvation of the souli^ of men. 
Instead of seeking after sinners Ihat are gone fai* 
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from Gody I am told that some of them have actuallj' 
supposed, that St. Paul was under a sort of carnal 
or fleshly love to the souls of men, contrary to the 
decree of election, when he " yearned over souls in 
thebowete of Jesus Christ,'' and while he travailed 
in hirtli tUl Christ was formed within them and 
when he -prayed them in Christ's stead, to be re- 
conciled to God." Their principal work is to dis- 
turb peaceable congregations that they may draw 
away disciples after tliem ; and thus to fish in theii* 
troubled waters, to the grief and pei-plexity of many 
minds. 

Lovegn That is a fixed principle with them,*that 
nothing is to be done in addressing the consciences 
of unawakened sinners. 

McU^ Sir, we never call dead men to work as you 
do, for we are sure the non-elect will never come at 
our bidding. I wonder that you should be always 
calling dead sinners to repentance. 

Laveg. Because Christ set us the example. He 
who alone gives the life still tells us he came, **.not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." All 
the prophets did the same, the general strain of their 
language was, ** turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel !" Did not 
John the Baptist preach entirely to sinners, that he 
might call them to repentance? and was it not the 
great work of the Apostles to preach ** repentance 
towards God, who commandeth aU m^n to repent,'^ 
and to <* pray them in Christ's stead to be recon* 
ciled to God," while even that wretched sinner Si- 
mon Magus, was directed to pray, .if so be the wick- 
edness of his heart might be forgiven him? 

Mai. Well, I don't want to argue the point any 
further, but after all, I think it most consistent to 
preach as our ministers do, to tell the nonelect 
plainly and publicly, that they have nothing to say to 
themf for that their message is only to the elect. 

Loveg. Pray Sir, does election rest with you, or 
with God ? . * 
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Mai* SHPdy it rests with Qoi. 

L&mg. So we think, ani consequently 4eli^^eF bi^ 
message as he has directed us« It \b an BtfHl strata*^ 
gem of the Devil, to prompt msoisters if^ are per- 
mitted to belleye his tie, to leave ruined ^Innei^ UU'' 
addressed, and unalarmed^ when we are Vcit\expr^sly 
commanded'' to crjr aloud and spare no4 anid to lift 
up the voice like a trumpet," or in Paul's I^ngv^t^e, 
^^ awake thou that sleepest, and arise from thie^^crij; 
and Christ shall give thee light." I hate this fasti- 
dious nonsense. What have we known nothing of 
divine truth throughout the land, till a few Juvenile 
upstarts have lately appeared to instruct us ? 

MaL Sir, I had better go home,, you seem to be 
much displeased. 

L(yoeg9 Not personally at you Sir, but at the sen- 
timents you have advanced, whereby liie world is 
confirmed in all t^ir objections against divine truth, 
fliat <<we may ccmtinue in sin, that grace may 
abound." In vain we cry, ** may God forbid," 
while they will be happy to fly to liuch a testimony 
against i^. And tiiough they have not the least ap- 
prehension of any trftly serious, and sober minded 
christians being moved away from the purifying 
truths of the Go^iel,by such daring expressions, and 
impure doctrmes, yet all this cannot but bring upon 
us a day of rebuke and blaEqphemy, which will be se- 
verely felt.^ Could any infidel upon earth, have 
wished a better opportunity, for tihie • exercise of his 
profane ridicule on 1^ sacred doctrine of our election 
in Christ, and so directly contrary to the word of 
God, in which the cause and the effisct, are solemnly 
united with each other ; that ^^ we are elect accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge of God through sancUJhsaMan 
of the J^rit unto obemence ^^ that '^ we are saved 
and called with an Ao% calUng.*^ What can be more 
explicit than St Paul's decLaration, that ^* we are 
predestinated to he conformed to the image of his dear 
Sim V^ and that be hath cbos^ us that we may ^< he 
hoty and utritiunU btame h^fbre himin Ume V* Is thei 
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one single instance throughout the Bible, where elec* 
tion is mentioned, unconnected with personal sancti- 
fication. as producing the invariable eJBTects of right- 
eousness upon the heart and life ? , 

Mai. Oh Sir, I shall be too late if I don't go di- 
rectly to Mr. John Crispin's with the indentures, 
which must be signed this day by twelve o'clock* 
He has a deal of worii, and is going to take another 
apprentice. 



Mr. Malapert retires, and thus the conversation 
ended. The reader may suppose, how much Mr. 
Merryman and his company, were disgusted at the 
daring things they had heard, und should any per- 
sons ignorantly assert, that such sentiments can be 
founded on what is called Calvinism, they know not 
what Calvinism means ; for in no one instance are 
they correct : and which may be best known by their 
direct opposition'to each other. The propriety there- 
foi*e of the expression of Hypercalvinism is what I 
cannot understand, as though ft real lie was lurking 
under the disguise of truth. Is it to be supposed, 
that a person who cultivates a very scrupulous mtten 
tion to integrity, is advancing nearer to knavery, or 
that such as are aiming at the highest degree of pu- 
rity in their deportment, are advancing thei*eby into 
ail ttiat is filthy and impure? Do we get neM^r to a 
point, by advancing further from it ? how then is it 
possible that a high degree of any thing that deserves 
liie name of truth, should lead into the contrary errors 
will an extreme sense of our total depravity lead us 
to any thing but extreme humiliation, and self-abase- 
ment before Grod T Can an extreme feeling of our 
utter inability to help ourselves, and that all ourhelp 
must come alone from the agency of the Divine Spi- 
rit, lead us to any thing, but a more solemn and en- 
tire dependance on that agency, for the communica- 
tions of all that is holy and good f Will an extreme 
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attention to the eternal obligations we are and mimt 
be under, to obey the law, create in us any thing but 
a most holy and circumspect obedience to its precepts. 
Assuredly it will, and must be so ; and such are the 
principles that Galvinism, however misrepresented 
and caricatured, most solemnly avows, while it shall 
be left to others to vindicate that lax law of obedience, 
which some have imagined to exist that we are to do 
as well as we can, or liiat a certain something is still 
left to the freedom of the will : that a man may give 
a turn to the scale of the divine favour, whenever he 
may choose.* 

On this many thousands are found most presump- 
tuously to depend, and thereby are tempted most aw- 
fully to neglect their immortal concerns, and though 
all aiie by no means equally presumptuous, yet such 
is the antinomianism tiiat arminianism still suggests, 
while Antinomianism of a gi*osser kind, speaks with- 
out disguise, a language that is peculiarly profane, 
and grossly bad. Let the doctrines of grace be al- 
lowed to speak their own language, and then let it be 
asked, if the high commanding banner against Anti- 
nomianism under every disguise^ is not best esta- 
blished in those hands, who from this tower of divine 
truth, neither allow the sinner to be his own saviour, 
nor yet can admit a salvation from the damnation 
that sin deserves, but not from the dpminion that sin 
has usurped. 

* See Dialogue 27. 
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BETWEEN MR. AND MRS. W<»THT, AND DR. SfilLLMAN 

THE PHYSICIAN. 



SAD TIDINGS FROM SANDOVEB, OCCASIONED BY THE SICK- 
NESS AND DEATH OF MIU MERRYMAN. 



THERE was a time when I thought th2t the 
former dialogues might have concluded these 
dramatic efforts ; 1 conceived a better finish could 
not have been devised, than to lower the claims of 
sectarian bigotry, so detrimental to that brotherly 
love, notwithstanding minor differences, which the 
genuine spirit of vital Christianity, will most assur- 
edly inspire. To this however, another was added, 
in order to show the evils which must result, where 
marriage connexions, (on which so much depends,) 
are rashly formed, when both *the courter, and flic 
courted, blinded by a fond partiality, deceive each 
other, and lay a foundation of misery for themselves, 
which follows them tiirough life, tin followed to the 
grave. 

But we live in a world, chequered with an abun- 
dance of misery, because of our sinfulness before 
God ; yet still most graciously blended, with rich 
displays of mercy, among those to whom the promise 
belongs ; that ^^ all things shall work together for 
good to them that love Grod, and are the called accor- 
ding to his purpose/' No doubt but that my pious 
readers^ must be highly delighted with the character 
if Mr. Me^ryman, so pleasant in his temper so cheer- 
ul in his disposition^ so lively and so lovely in all 
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his manners, and withal, so truly devoted to Gk)d, 
and beneficial as a Minister to the souls of men* 

6an my ^ readers be prepared to bid adieu to the 
character of one so dear f Is patience, and resigna- 
ti(m, to the sovereign will of God, to be so sharply 
tried, should he be called to he«r, that the delightful 
Merryman is now no more ? What strength of holy 
submission must have been needed to possess the 
minds of his relatives, in order to part with such 
kindred bloofl, and still to say, ^ thy will be done !' 
and how could the people of Sandover, bring their 
minds under the deprivation of such a Minister, to 
say, << the Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord ;'' and what must 
even his very enensies have felt under the departure 
of such a man, while blessed with the holy art of dis- 
arming the most inveterate of them, by an affection- 
ate, and delightful simplicity of disposition, as must 
have made them sometimes wonder at « themselves, 
how they could hate a man like him. But who can 
prevent the fatal hand of disease, from falling upon 
the best beloved of the human race ? or who can trace 
the dispensations of Providence, that takes away the 
most desirable, and shining characters, in the midst 
of their usefulness, and in the prime of life ? while 
the wicked, and the worthless are permitted to live, 
and seemingly for no other purpose, than by their vile 
example to spread contagion and death ? Still he is 
a Sovereign. He has a right to do what he will ^ 
while as a holy Sovereign, whatever he does, must be 
right, and though it is the highest wickedness to call 
the Almighty to the bar of our judgment, by pro- 
fanely asking, ** what doest thou ?" yet surely it must 
be acknowledged, that while tlie righteous are the 
greatest blessing the earth can enjoy, by our sinful- 
ness we forfeit our mercies, and in judgment he de- 
prives us of them ; while the wicked who are our 
greatest curse, in deserved wrath, as an evil blight, 
he permits still to exist. 

But before we relate the painful tidings of the de- 
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partttre of Mr. Merryman^ my readers may wish te 
hear somewhat further of this excellent, and engaging 
man. * 

He was no soonw made a partaker of grace that 
accomplished a change so glorious, than he set him- 
self to woriL to communicate the knowledge of that 
salvation to others ; the effects (rf which he so well 
understood, from tiie happy result upon his own 
mind. 

It immediately became his constant study, how all 
his parishion^^ might be the partakers oi the like 
precious faith with himself. He not only set up Sun- 
day schools, but established other little charitable in- 
stitutions, for visiting the sick, and relieving the 
poor, whereby be saved many of them from tiie bad 
way of seekmg aid by parochial relief, which has 
such a fatal tendency to degrade the mind, while by 
the same means, he engaged their affectionate atten- 
tion to his kind admonitions, for their everlasting 
good. 

Besides this, he was in the habit of going around 
his Parish, into every hamlet, and almost every cot- 
tage, collecting the people of his charge, in small as- 
semblies ; and then with his Bible in his hand, and 
the love of God and of souls in his heart, he would 
aim at their instruction, in the most engaging style, 
and afterwards enforce it by such familiar conversa- 
tion, as astonishingly won the affections of all, if not 
to God, yet to Mr. Merryman, as being too capti- 
vating in all his manners, f<nr tiie most rugged, and 
untutored to resist. 

On these occasions, he would diligently inquire if 
any neglected public worship on the Sabbath, and 
what Mfete their excuses for such a neglect. The 
like attention was paid to their children,* wh^her 
they properly prized the opportunities provided for 
their gratuitous instruction ? and what they could say 
for themselves, in suffering their innocent ol^ring, 
to be so ill used by them, as to permit them to be ab- 
sent from these useful schools i As most people aim at 
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an excuse for dmig that which is wrwig, it struck his 
active mind, that oae Gommon excuse^ the want of 
lirop^ apparel, might he ohviated hj the f<ntiiati(Mi 
M a 6odety» for this laudable purpose. The plan 
was no sooner proposed, than adopted. He con- 
vened his female M^ids together at Sandover, and 
formed them into a working society 9 for the benefit of 
the indttstrimis poor, making it at tiie same time, a 
school of instructiMi for smne of the poor female chil- 
dren, that they might learn tliesame useful art. Of 
iMs society Mr. Merryman became the President, 
while oth^ decent and henevcdent characters, who 
had a little time, and property to spare, were happy 
to associate themselves together, that they might form 
a little numufactorgf more inuaoediately for the child- 
ren of the industrious poor ; while the benefit of the 
same institution was extended to the parents also. 
And while many benevolent Mends, would be send- 
ing their kind presents of new bought materials for 
these purposes, from difierent shops^ yet the princi- 
pal design was of a humbler nature ; \vl. to fabri- 
cate the cast ofi* clothes of, those who could consist- 
ently spare them, into smaller garments for the 
children's use. „/ 

In order to facilitate this kind design, the reader 
will not be suprized, when he is informed that Mr. 
Merryman, with his accustomed simplicity, and affa- 
bility of mind, would request, even from the pulpit, 
too frequently made the mere oracle of priestly im- 
portance, that all such cast ofi* garments might be sent 
to his house, as a present to the poor, and which 
would be thankfully received by him. 

As designs of this kind, are soon put into circula- 
tion, through the good will of some, and the envy of 
others, no wonder that this was made a matter of 
triumph by -Mr. Archdeacon Smoothtongue, and Mr. 
SpiteM, that the Rectory house at Sandover, was 
turned into a ragman^ s sAop, and thot Merryman had 
been crying from theptUpitf <* old dotltes^** But while 
the one had little more than the farce, and form of 
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religion in his proud, and priedtly appearance, with- 
out one doit of its divine realities ; and while the 
other from the mere ravings arising from the enmity 
of his heart, would be casting his envenomed reflec- 
tions against this benevolent, and excellent youtti, 
whose free, easy, and not less useful conduct, was 
such a reproof to those who have no other design of 
living, hut as they live to themselves ; their invidi- 
ous sne^s were justly deemed by others, as being 
beneath contempt. But it still remainl^ with me to 
tell, how that in an unprotected hour, according to 
our dark conceptions, this interesting, and useful 
man, even in the faithful discharge of the duties of. 
his office, was brought to an untimely grave* 

In the former editions of these dialogues, this event 
was made known by a sort of circuitous information, 
which would not admit a detail of some circumstances, 
which, though painful, may still be profitable to the 
reader's mind* It is best that he should have it as 
a family event, as thereby the narration is likely to 
be moils correct, and much more interesting to those, 
who feel under such family calamities, as Christians 
should. 

He was called to visit one of his parishioners, 
who was highly infected with a putrid fever, which, 
after a few days deprived him of his life. This poor 
man, greatiy alarmed at his unprepared state, sent 
for Mr Merryman. He seeing him in such deep dis- 
tress, probaBly continued in the infected room, highly 
contaminated with putrid air, and also very close, 
longer Jhan prudence might osherwise have suggest- 
ed 5 and further promised to repeat his visit on the 
following day, requesting that some of the neighbours 
might then attend in an adjoining cottage, that he 
might improve the event of the sudden seizure of this 
thoughtless sinner. He went, but found him se de- 
ranged by the vehemence of the fever, as entirely to 
preclude him from deriving any advantage, from his 
beneficial advice, but alas ! he had scarcely finished 
his improving, and impressive exhortation,' before he 
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began to feel in himself^ some strong symptoms of 
flte same disease ; after his return home^ he immedi- 
ately retired to his chamher, but the ragings of his 
fcTcr, entirely deprived him from his rest, so that in 
the morning, very considerable alarm was excited^ 
the feelings of Mrs. Merryman began to be acutely 
awakened^ lest she should lose the best of husbands, 
after such an early, and happy union with eachotlier ; 
while the Inhabitants of Sandpver, so happy in such a 
Minister, were filled with general consternation, lest 
they ^ould be deprived of one of the greatest bles- 
sings they could enjoy. 

From such alarming symptoms, it was deemed ne- 
cessary, to call in the best medical aid the neighbour- 
hood could aiford. Dr. Skillman, a Physician of the 
first eminence, was immediately sent for, and though 
he lived at a considerable distance from Sandover, yet 
his patient received his fii'st visit from him before the 
setting sun; unwilling to alarm the feelings of the 
family at Brookfield Hall, by Dr. Skillman's advice, 
the message designed for them, was deferred until the 
efieet of a powerful mojdicine, which was immedi- 
ately administered, had been first proved. 

This seemed to have had some favourable effect, the 
message was delayed for a few days longer, but the 
fever soon afterwards recovered its strength, while 
from several incoherent expressions, it appeared he 
was no longer collected, through the vehemence of 
the disease. It was now deemed necessary, that the 
family at Brookfield Hall, should be informed of this 
alarming event, without any farther delay ; and Dr. 
Skillman wishing to visit an old patient, residing at 
Mapleton, offered to be the messenger of these sad 
tidings, as being the best qualified to give the most 
correct report of his patient's disease, and also to 
consult what further steps it might be necessary to 
take, to save if possible the life of this invaluable 
young Minister. However the reader will soon dis- 
cover, that whatever ability the Doctor possessed in 
his professional character, he was but ill instructed 

vox. III. 14 



162 DIALOGUE XXXIX. 

in that celestial science, which had made Mr* Mer« 
ryman so good a man. The Doctor accordingly took 
the journey, and having been introduced to Mr. and 
Mrs. Worthy, after the usual salutations, the dia- 
logue thus conunenced. 



Dr. SkiUman. [To Mr. Worthy.] Sir, I am sorry 
to be the messenger of such painful news respecting 
the health of your son-in-law, Mr. Merryman. 

Mrs. Wor. Dear Sir, you quite alarm us ; I hope 
he is not dangerously ill. 

Br. SkiUm. Why Madam, I am sorry to inform 
you, that after having twice visited one of his pa- 
rishioners in a putrid fever, he has caught the infec- 
tion. 

Mr. Wor, But I hope Sir, the symptoms at present 
are not dangerous. 

Dr. Skillm. Not to flatter you Sir, I must confess 
that some of the symptoms have considerably alarm- 
ed us. 

Mrs. Wor. I have not a child of my own, that I 
can love better than him, h^ is the best of husbands, 
and the best of men. O what my poor daughter 
must feel ! especially, just after her lying in. How 
will she support it? we must go directly and see 
them. 

Dr. Skillm. I would not wish Madam that you 
should determine upon that too hastily, I am sorry to 
say, that the fever has greatly injured his recollec- 
tion, and the less he has to agitate his mind, the bet- 
ter we can grapple with the disease. 

Mr^. Wor. What Sir, is he so bad, as that none 
of us can be permitted to see him f 

Dr. Skillm. Certainly it is most advisable that 
bis mind should be kept as still, and as quiet as pos- 
sible. I have frequently found it needful, to request 
Mrs. Merryman, to retire out of the room. He 
seeing her so deeply distressed, that it greatly agi- 
tates his feelings. 
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Mrs. Wor. Oh Sir ! and is there not great reason 
to fear, lest my daughter should catch the infection ! 

Dr, SkiUm. I have no apprehensions of that sort: 
for where rooms are properly ventilated, and other 
precautions duly attended to, (which was not the 
case in the house he unhappily visited,) fevers are sel- 
dom infectious. But I am sorry to say, he is a bad 
subject for such a disease, for whoever he sees, it is 
sure to set him roving about religion. 

Wor. Ah dear man ! I know that is uppermost in 
his mind at all times; but I hope that if his talking 
warmly, and aflfectionately about religiim, is the 
only proof of a temporary derangement, he idr not 
quite so bad as you may suppose. 

Dr. Skillm. O Sir ! but at times he speaks quite 
irrationally on that subject. Though he is so ill, yet 
he is perpetually saying, that he must preach on Sun- 
day, while he fancies he is preaching some of his ex- 
tempore sermons, talking about his religion, and 
thinks he is saying his prayers to some of the people. 

fFor. But as these subjects were so much his de- 
light when he was well, I should hope the thoughts 
of them can do hi,m no harm, now he is ill. 

Dr. Skillm. But he is so restless about serving his 
Church. And when I told him, that I thought I 

CUinhl obtain -fan Jbixn tl:io sxaahit€Ln^e^-(>f K^-nnnn i^'\^M>^ 

less, who seldom does any duty himself, he immedi- 
ately replied, that he would rather the Church were 
shut up, than it should be served by one, who is not 
a christian. What a proof of derangement, to sup- 
pose, that a Canon of one of our Cathedral Churches 
is not a christian ! . 

Wor. Ah Sir ! my dear son-in-law, (after he had 
felt the power that made him such an altered man, 
when compared with what he was, even some time 
after he. was in orders,) knows better than to suppose, 
that all are christians, because they merely bear the 
christian name. He well knows the character of the 
Canon, who is paid so plentifully from the income of 
Ws valuable living, besides his Canonry. While he 
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does nothings or next to nothing, for all that he re- 
ceives. Who that loves the world, would not but be 
a christian for such rewards as these. 

Dr. SkiUm. But Sir, though the Canon is not so 
correct, and diligent in his religion, as he should be, 
yet is it not universally admitted among men of sci- 
ence, esp^isdly if they aim at being eminent in that 
science, that no person whatsoever, can be permitted 
to share the honours belonging to their profesion, till 
such time, as that they have been examined respect- 
ing their knowledge in that profession ? Is not the 
same knowledge required in the science of Christian 
theology ? Was not the Canon christened in that faith, 
and always bred up to it ? was he not sent to Oxford 
to be a teacher of that religion, as I was taught 
Pharmacy, Sui*gery, and other branches necessarily 
connected with the knowledge of our profession ? 
and has he not lately taken his Doctor's degree in 
his profession, which is looked upon to be such a 
high honour among theologians ? If he be not of the 
christian religion, of what religion can he be ? 

Wor. Ah Sir ! the science of Christian theology 9 as 
you call it, may be found in a thousand Universities, 
and treasured up in ten thousand beads, but all this 
will not do as a substitute for the grace of Grod in 

the heart. I do not wonder that my dear* sick son- 
in-law, wishes in the midst of the reveries which his 
fever may have created, for a better teacher than Ca- 
non Careless, for his beloved IQiock, on whom of late 
he has bestowed such an abundance of pains. 

Dr. ShiUm. I must confess Sir, if I did not attend 
to my profession a little more, correctly, than .the 
Canon does to his, my patients would be ill satisfied 
with such neglect. 

Wor. While it rests with you, only to take care of 
the perishable body, but v/ith him the immortal soul, 
what profane neglect ! 

Dr. SkiUm, Why Sir, though I da not like to 
speak against the religion of my country, (as some 
religion is necessaiy to keep tiie common people m 
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nwe,) yet I have often thougbt, that if the generali 
of the Clergy reaUy believed in their invn religic 
they would practice it better than they do, and 
they doubt it. Can it be necessaiy for us to belie 
it? 

War. O Sir ! I am sorry your opinion should 
so loose about matters of such importance.* 

Dr. SkiUm. But Sir, you quite mistake me : 
have a high opinion of the Christian religion, as cc 
tainingthe purest system of morals, and consequent 
Utte best calculated for general good | but still I ha 
my doubts, whether the French philosophy be r 
true, viz. that *^ death is an eternal sleep.*' I doi 
know tiiat we haye any proof of the immortality 
the soul, though I hope it may be so. 

Wor. But really Sir, there is a something in i 
60 far beyond what brutes possess, that most peopi 
and nations, however ignorant, have discovered 
spark of immortality in themselves, that death coi 
never quench. 

Dr* SkiUm. If I have my doubts about these thing 
they have never prompted me to be guilty of th 
which is immoral, and if I suppose that this life on 
is all that we have, I am naturally excited by sui 
doubts, as a physician, to pay the greater attenti< 
to the cases of my patients. 

Wbr. Ah Sir ! I should like to put into your ban 
some excellent volumes I have in my library, r 
specting the evidences of Christianity, that the mc 
obstinate infidel, could never confute ; but the stron 
est evidence, is what it really accomplishes on t\ 
human heart; and your patient at Sandover, h 
happily evidenced the proof of this, in a inanner th 
has sui-prised all who know him. 

Mrs. War. But O Sir ! do let us waive the prese 

* The bad lives of the Clergy, is no more an argument agaii 
Christianity, and what we all should be, than the bad tricks oi 
set of odious pettifoggers, can be produced against the pracli 
of common honesty, which is, or should be, the bounden duty 
us all. 

14* 
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subject, and try if possible, to pacify his mind re- 
specting the supply of his Church. 

Br* 8kiUm» Madam, that is half the reason why I 
came oyet myself, instead of allowing a messaiger 
to be sent ^ for I wish very much to have his mind 
tranquilised on that subject. He talks much about 
a Mr. Lovegood. I think he says he is the Minister 
of this parish, as though no one could preach a good. 
Christian sermon, but him* But as you know, that 
I live at a consid^able distance, I have ^ot heard 
much about that gentleman, only that report says, 
he is rather given to enthusia^od. 

Wqr. Ah Sir, no one is less given to enthusiasm 
than* Mr* Lovegood. But as it is now so late in the 
week, it would be next to impossible to procure a 
supply for his own Church, were he even to attempt 
it } and were he to shut it up, in order that he might 
serve another at a distance, he would be subject him- 
self to considerable blame $ especially as it is rather 
the duty of the churchwardens of Sandover, to seek 
for a supply under such circumstances* 

J9r. Sidllm. Really Sir, I am not conversant about 
such laws. But as Mr. Merryman dislikes the Ca- 
non so much, where would be the harm if Sandover 
Church was to be shut, until he recovers. Surely 
the people have been sufficiently instructed how to 
perform their duty, witliout going to Church every 
Sunday. As for me, it is well known that I have 
no time for such sort of services, excepting now 
and then for example's sake. But I think if a man 
has but a good heart, that I conceive to be a thousand 
times better, than going to chui*ch. Some may please 
their Creator in one way, and some in another. If 
I do my duty to my patients, and occasionally give 
my advice to the poor gratis ; I cannot conceive the 
Almighty will require more from me, so that suppo- 
sing there is a future state, I hope my chance is not 
a bad one. 

Mr». Wot. O Sir ! this is not the time to be talk- 
ing 9iiQ\ii gooiheart$f and religious chances, the grand 
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question is, what can be done to ease the mind of m 
dear son-in-law i 

War. I know Mr* Lovegood will not be wantin 
to the utmost, of his power, to accomplish Mr. Mei 
ryman's wishes ; and there is an old clergyman i 
the neighbourhood, that may be able to give us som 
assistance ; I will 9end diroctly to see what can b 
done* 

Jlfr«, War. But, O my dear Mr. Worthy ! wil 
your leave, I must go over direcfly and see how I; 
does. I feel for ray pom* daughter, as much as fc 
him. If he should die, he will be happy, but what 
disconsolate widow she will be ! 

Dr. SUdUm. Madam, if you should go, he has 
not in his power at present, to give you a ration; 
answer, and I fear your presence, would add coi 
siderably to the agitation of his mind. [To M: 
"Worthy.] I hope Sir^ you will persuade Mrs. Wa 
thy, not to determine on the journey just at this tim< 
perhaps after a few days Jthe disease may take a f, 
vourable turn : I shall instruct the Apothecary, i 
watch every turn of the fever, while I am abseni 
arid in point of nursery, and attendance, he has t< 
much of it already. 

Mr» War. to Mrs. Worthy. I think my dear, the be 
plan will be^ to take the Doctor's advice, at least f< 
the present. Let our 'feelings give way to reasoi 
and I will go directly to Mr. Lovegood, and sett 
with him how he can secure Mr. Meek, as a supp 
(ox his church, for to-morrow se'nnight; if he a 
come over here on the Saturday night, and we ha^ 
only a morning service with us. I can send hi 
back time enough that he may serve his own chur< 
in the afternoon^ and think as we have always su( 
a large congregation in the afternoon, on such s 
occasion, it might not be amiss, if I were to send 
Mr. Groodman, the dissenting minister, he is n 
above seven miles from us. Mr. Lovegood alwa; 
speaks of him, as a very pious man ; and I am to 
he preaches very good and plain sermons : and 1 
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might occupy the Sunday-school room, as far as it 
VfiM hold the people I am sorry to say, that if he 
were to preach in the church, it would be as bad as 
high treason, 

Mrs. ¥For* I heard him once, and he gave us an 
exceltent sermon. But I fear he cannot be here in 
sufficient time, as the nearer road is bad, and if we 
send the chaise for him, it will be considerably round. 

WoT'. Yes, but the people will not regM*d waiting 
half an hour, if he will but engage to come. 

Mrs. War. Though I am so exceedingly anxious 
to go over to Sandover directly ; yet if I submit to 
what you, and the Doctor deem best, it must be on 
this condition, that nothing may prevent my going 
with Mr. Lovegood next week, if this plan should 
take place, and until then, I must insist upon it, that 
a message may be s^at every morning, that I may 
know how he does. 

JDr. Skillm. Though I confess I do not understand 
these different mioctures of rdigion ; and though it 
fiieems to me^ best, that every man should keep to his' 
own way of thhiking^ yet that is no concern of mine. 
I am very glad Madam, that you have agreed to 
postpone your visit, at least a few days longer, and 
I'll assure you, believing Mr. Merryman to be a very 
good sort of a man in his way, I feel myself not a 
little anxious for his recovery. I mean therefore to 
give him another call, before I return home this eve- 
ning ; though somewhat out of my way : therefore 
with your leave Sir, I will ring the bell, that I may 
order the carriage immediately. 



While the chaise w^as getting ready, the Doctor 
partook of some refreshment, and hastoned to repeat 
his visit to his patient, according to his promise. 

Mr. Worthy went next to Mr . Lovegood . It may 
easily be conjectured, how much Mr. Lovegood was 
affected, at the alarming tidings from Sandover, 
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which SO seriously threatened the life of his belored 
son in the Gospel. 

His iiiiad was so greatly overwhelmed on the fol- 
lowing sabbath with apprehensions and fears, that he 
had enough to do, to grapple with the overflowings 
of his affection for one> he so dearly loved. Though 
the rumour oi Mr. Merry mim's dangerous illness, was 
now become general : and though the looks of Mr. 
Lovegood, all the while he was reading the service, 
confirmed the same, yet the strength of his feelings 
were, in a measure, suppressed, until he got into the 
pulpit. It was from thence, that the embossed 
tears, which floated in his eyes, were seen to trickle 
down his cheeks in large abundance, while with a 
faultering voice, and extreme diiflculty, he uttered 
these appropriate words for his text, ^^ Lord, behold 
he whom thou lovest is sick." It should be left to 
the reader's imagination to paint, what words can 
ill ex]ffess. No wonder that the liighly respectable 
family of Brookfield Hall, were heard to sob with si- 
lent grief, and as for Farmer Littleworth, next to 
the death of his beloved Henry, he seemed to dread 
the dissolution of this excellent man, while his son 
Henry, that monument of grace, and power of God, 
what he felt beyond most ethers is not to be described, 
under tlie apprehension lest he should never see that 
delightful minister of the word of life, any more 5 
whose conduct at the commencement of life, in some 

instanreA^ so much jre0«Hnbled hie own. 

Others also of Mr. Lovegood's congregation, might 
be brought forward, while thus their weeping Minis- 
ter began his sermon on this distressing event, but 
for the present, I forbear. Alas ! the same feelings 
are still to be exercised, when disease had actually 
accomplished its work ; exhibiting at the same time, 
an exit, the most painful among all those who loved 
him ; and yet the most animating to such as believe 
in '^ the glory that shall be revealed,'^ and live und^^ 
the expectation of that blessedness, which ** eye hath 
not seen, which the ear hath not beao^, and which hath 
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never entered into the heart of man to conceive." 
At present I must forbear to narrate all Mr. Love- 
good advanced on this subject; even a short hint is 
as much as the design of these dialogues will admit* 
With the most solemn reverence, he vindicated the 
justice of Grod ; that we have forfeited all his mercies, 
and merited all his wrath. That though the removal 
of the godly, was a great calamity, yet, even under 
the most awful displays of a bereaving Providence, 
his restoring mercies, might be favourable to such as 
humbled themselves before him. That though our 
Lord loved the family of Lazarus, yet even they were 
to have the common lot of affliction with others. 
And that if we should dare to murmur, with silent 
submission, we should correct our rebellious feelings, 
and bring our minds to say with the Prophet, " why 
should a living man complain ; a man for the pu- 
nishment of bis sins ?" But when he came to his final 
address, believing from the scriptures ** the effectual 
fervent prayer of the righteous man availeth much ;'* 
and feeling how brightly that lovely light shone, 
which he was the instrument of kindling inthat dark 
town of Sandover ; he affectionately r^uested the 
prayers of his congregation, the sluices of his affection 
were again so powerfully opened, that he could say 
no more. Oh what were then the sensations of this 
delightful, country congregation ! and from w hich all 
these village dialogues took their rise ; when such a 
man as Mr. I-ovego<Hl, ^art> such a display of that 
sympathetic love, which unites us all to him, and in 
him, towards each other, for his tender mercies* 
sake. 

But the Reader must be further informed, that no 
favourable tidings having been sent from Sandover, 
respecting a hope of Mr, Merryman's recovery, Mrs. 
Worthy, and Mr. Lovegood, went with sad and sor* 
rowful hearts, according to the plan already settled, 
ii^hile circumstances prevented their return, according 
to their first design. 

It was deemed necessary, that Mr. Lovegood 
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should continue at Sandover^ another sabbath. He 
applied to the venerable Dr. Orderly on that occa- 
sion, who readily consented^ that his curate, Mr. 
Sedate^ should lend his aid, and though the goodness 
of the man, was admired by all, yet if he did not al- 
together express himself in a strain, so evangelical 
as Mr. Lovegood ; yet being far superior to many 
others, whose preaching, and practice, are alike 
heathenish, his kind services, were' gpratefuUy, and 
thankfully received. The result of Mrs. Worthy's 
and Mr. Lovegood's visit, will be communicated im- 
mediately upon their return. 



DIALOGUE XL. 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



BETWEEN MR. AMD MRS. WORTHY, AND MR. 

I.0TE600D. 

MRS. WORTHY, and Mr. Lovegood, were ab- 
sent about a fortnight, attending upon Mr. 
Merryman at Sandover. Upon their return, after 
a few introductory salutations, the dialogue thus 
commenced. 



Mr. Wor. [To Mrs. Worthy.] O my dear ! is 
our beloved son-in-law, vet alive ? 

Mrs. Wor. yes, and I trust by the blessing of 
God, he will yet live, and continne to be a blessing 
to us all. 

Loveg. O Madam, we should not be too sanguine 
in our expectations — ^Though he has passed the most 
dangerous crisis of the fever ; yet the Doctor has his 
apprehensions, how f ar l^c may yet recover from the 
consequences of such an alarming attack. There 
ai*e some symptoms, he does not like. 

Wior. let us hope, that a Utile good nursing, 
may yet restore him to his friends, his family, and 
his Church. But do let us hear all that has passed, 
while you were at Sandover. 

Loveg. Sir ! what I have seen, what I have 
heard, and what I have felt, is more than I can ex- 
press. 



DEA.TH OF UR. MEBRYMAN. 173 

Wior. But tell me^ how has my dear daughter 
borne the shock. 

Mrs. War. Her distress has been astonishing. 
Yet she has been astonishingly supported, but Mr. 
Lovegood had better tell you all tiiat has passed 
from the beginning. 

. Lorotg. On our first arrival, we found Mrs. Mer- 
ryman in the greatest perplexity and distress, you 
may well suppose ; and as for Mr. Merryman, in- 
stead of finding him better, he was evidently much 
worse. He lay almost in a perpetual stupor, what 
little he said, was frequently incoherent, though al- 
ways upcm the best subject ; and sometimes the tlungs 
he said were most delightful. But by the particular 
request of Or. Skillman, neither of us went to see 
Mm that night, nor the next day. Nor would it 
have done him any good, as the fever had rendered 
him remarkably deaf. 

Wor. I should like to hear some of the good things 
he said ? 

Loro^. Tes, Sir, and I should like to tell you of 
them. But as it was a task, far beyond what Mrs. 
Merryman could perform, I feel myself obliged to 
Mr. Robert Sprightly, for recording some things, 
which I shall endeavour to repeat. 

Wqt. Who is this Mr. Sprightly ? 

Loveg. One of the most pleasant, and amiable 
youths, I ever met with in all my life. In Mr. Mer- 
ryman's gay days, they were the gay, and giddy 
companions of each other. But when Mr. Merry- 
man became an altered character, this young man, 
was one of the first fruits of his ministry ; and this 
greatly added to the surprise of the whole town ! 
when in an infinitely better way, they became closely 
united for better purposes. Like Jonathan and Da- 
vid, their hearts were one, and they were one with 
each other, in every design that was instable, kind, 
. and good. And immediately as Mr. Merryman )pis 
taken ill, he was almost perpetually with him ; seat- 
ed at his bed side, night and day, he would wait upon 
vol. III. 15 
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him with the constant assiduity of a narse ; in shorty 
if it had not been for liim^ I question^ if Mrs. Mer- 
ryman could have been supported^ under the pres- 
sure of her fatigue. 

Wor. O what a kind youth ! I shall ever love him 
for my daughter's sake. 

Loroeg. O Sir ! if ever you should know him^ you 
would be delighted with him. Such a lively, plea- 
sant, and animated disposition, and withal, so truly 
devoted to God. — He is quite the counterpart of 
Mr. Merryroan. 

Wot. I hope I shall soon be acquainted with hinr. 
But what had he to say of the frame of Mr. Merry- 
man^s mind, when he was first taken ill ? 

Lorveg* Upon the whole, from the very first lie 
seemed to possess in a high degree, a resigned and 
submissive spirit. But it appeared, that the reflec- 
tion of what he had been, came home at times to his 
recollection, with considerable reniorse, and grief; 
lamenting exceedingly, how much he had to undo, 
of the evils he had clone by his light, and frothy con- 
duct, before the grace of God took possession of his 
heart. But one time in particular, with tears in his 
eyes, it seems he cried : O what w ould I give ! if I 
could recal the time that is now forever past, when 
as a wicked, and careless minister, both in my life 
and doctrine, I was the cause of the ruin and delu- 
sion of so many souls. It was I, that persuaded poor 
Jack Trifler to go with mc to the ball, where he first 
met with those who poisoned him with disease, that 
led him to the grave. What an awful charge against 
me, that precious souls sliould have been ruined by 
me. But now they ai-e irrecoverably lost. And 
when Mr. Sprightly mentioned, the free forgiveness 
he had preached to others, and which he had received 
himself, he immediately cried, Tes, yes^ I know 
that God has forgiven me, but for all that, I never 
cfyj forgive myself. And when Mr. Sprightly began 
to speak of the good he had done, since he had been 
blessed with the grace of God, and mentioned himself. 
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as one among many others, that would have eternal 
reason to bless God, for his ministry, he seemed to 
smile ; took him by the hand, and said ; Yes my 
dear Robert, and this is the only reason which makes 
me wish to live that I may bring more sinners to 
Jesus Christ : though. I am ashamed of myself that 
I have not been more earnest, and zealous in the 
cause of the salvation of souls. 

At another time he said, I hope my dear Robert, I 
shall not infect you with my fever, as I have infected 
others with my sinful ways ; well, though the Lord 
has permitted me to run into sad lengths of dissipa- 
tion, yet it might have been, that he might again 
make known his patience, forbearance, and grace to 
the very chief of sinners, who are enabled to come to 
him, who in no wise can cast us out. 

War. It seems then, while he was in a humble 
frame, he was by no means in a desponding frame. 

Loroeg. I believe just the reverse ; for while he 
felt and lamented, that he had been such a sinner, 
he could still rejoice, that he was a sinner saved. 

Mrs. ¥For. But in saying these things, he did not 
speak, as though the fever ]iad disturbed his recol- 
lection. 

Loveg. By no means, but this was at the begin- 
ning of his illness, when there were some hopes, that 
his disease was about to take a favourable turn. 
However, it seems that soon afterwards, he became 
frequently incoherent ; but in the midst of his reve- 
ries, his mind was still engaged upon the best of 
subjects. At one time he supposed himself to be 
preaching : and at another time, he would seem to 
imagine, that he was praying with the people ; while 
what he said, on these occasions, was astonishingly af- 
fecting and fine, even superior to what he ever said 
in the best days of his recollection, and health. 

TFor. When did you first see him I 

Laveg. It was thoi^ght necessary that I should see 
him on the Saturday morning, to set his mind at rest 
about the supply of his Churchy for on the Sunday 
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before^ it was eiitirelj shut up, and the consternation 
of the people was inexpressible. 

War. [To Mrs. Worthy.] Did you go up stairs 
with Mr. Lovegood ? 

Jirs. Wor. Oh no ! I was advised not^ and I staid 
below with our daughter, for whenever he perceived 
her in the room, seeing her much affected, it greatly 
increased his agitation : and again he had sad appre- 
hensions lest she might catch the disease. It being 
necessary that he should be kept as quiet as pos^ble. 
Mr. Sprightly was the only person, that went into 
the room with me, and being then in a sort of rest- 
less dose, I stood by his bed side some time, before 
he took any notice of me, and while I was waiting 
till he a^oke, I heard him repeat the following iines^ 
which I could not have understood^ if I had not 
known the hymn. 

Thou say'st, thou wilt thy senrants keep 
Id perfect peace, whose minds shall be, 
• Like new born babes, or helpless sheep, 

Completely staid dear Lord on thee. 
How calm their state, bow truly blest, 
Who find in thee their promis'd rest ! 

Bid the tempestuous ra^ of sin, 
With all its wrathful fury die ; 
Let the Redeemer dweU within, 
And turn my sorrows into joy. 
In thy dear arms of love carest. 
Give me to find thy promis'd rest. 

After repeating these lines, he cried, I cannot sing, 
I cannot sing, I wish I could. Just then he opened 
his eyes, looked at me with the kindest affection, for 
a few seconds, and then said. What are you tiiere 
my dear Mr. Lovegood ? that precious man who 
saved my soul from ruin ! Who was it that carried 
me over to Brooklleld to see him ? Being too much 
overcome to answer him, Mr. Sprightly said, no dear 
Sir, you are still at Sandover : Mr. Lovegood is 
come over to see you, and to supply the Church for 
you to-morrow. He replied, dear man, how kind ! 
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I shan't be able to read prayers for him. . Robert, 
lift me up in bed. I am very thirsty* Nurse, bring 
me some barley water : he partook 'of it, and cried, 
^< let him that is athirst come ; yea, whosoever will, 
let them come and partake of the waters of life 
freely." ** My soul is athirst for God, yea, even 
for the living God i" Then he addressed himself to 
me, and said. Tell the people to-morrow, O tell them 
all, ^^ how I long over them in the bowels of Jesus 
Christ/' I hope there will not be one pelv in the 
Church that will not have some sinner to feel as I did 
when you preached your visitation sermon. I think 
I am clear from the blood of all of them, but if not, 
I beg their pardons ten thousand times. What lie 
said so completely overcame me, that I was obliged 
to retire to the window to vent my feelings. He then 
broke out into a pi*ofuse perspiration, when he asked 
where I was gone. I returned and helped to wipe 
off the rolling drops from his head and hair ; and 
while we were performing the office, he cried. If 
every hair of my head, and every drop that falls from 
my face, were to be turned into a tongue ; and were 
I to live ten thousand years, they should all be em- 
ployed in telling the salvation of Christ, and in sing- 
ing of his redeeming love ; and then added, I can nei- 
ther praise him as I should, nor yet as I would. I 
am, so weak, lay me down again. This gave mean 
opportunity of sayings We will retire, that you may 
be more composed. You must think Sir, this was 
quite as much as I could bear. 

Wor» But this seemed at least, like a short revi- 
val of his intellectual powers. 

Loroeg. Yes Sir, and what he said at such inter- 
vals, was astonishingly delightful. 

Wiyr. How did you get through the Sunday ser- 
vices ? 

Loveg* With the greatest difficulty imaginable. 
What the people felt, what we all felt, is not to be de- 
scribed. His fascinating, and affectionate behaviour, 
highly enriched by the grace of God, has rendered 

15* 
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him one of the most beloved, and esteemed charac- 
ters, that can be well conceived. 

Wot. What was your morning text ? 

Loroeg. ** Behold I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candlestick out of its place, un- 
less thou repent." Rev. ii. 5. 

¥For» I fear on such a subject, and on such an oc- 
casion, your own feelings, and those of the congre- 
gation, must have been sharply exercised. 

Loroeg. Indeed Sir, they really were. It could 
scarcely be called preaching, my mind was so over- 
powered by the event, that I could not help my feel- 
ings, nor could the congregation command theirs. 
They all seemed to feel, that the loss of such a minis- 
ter would prove the greatest they could sustain: 
but still I thought it an excellent sign, that they knew 
Iiow t<> appreciate the labours of such an invaluable 
man. 

Mrs. Wor. I was fearful it would be so : and as 
my daughter was so low, I thought it my duty to 
stay at home with her ; and I fear this added con- 
siderably to the peoples alarm. 

Wor. What was your afternoon subject ? 

Loreeg. ** Prepare to meet thy Grod.'* But I did 
all in my power, to avoid all personal reference to 
the present event ; and only improved it in general 
terms, as well as I could ] though after all, I found 
I bad enough to do with the people's feelings, as well 
as with my own. 

Wor. Though it was deemed necessery to keep 
Mr. Merryman as quiet as possible, yet I suppose 
you saw him occasionally, through the course of the 
week. 

Loveg. Sir ! we thought it prudent, not to have 
any ringing, or chiming of tlie bells, before the ser- 
vices, lest it should disturb him ^ and that filled him 
with surprise, lest I should not have performed my 
promise, respecting the duty at the Church : and I 
was obliged to go up on the Sunday evening, to pa- 
4^y his mind on that subject. 
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fFor. What was the redult of that interview ? 
Laveg. It was a very short one. I assured him I 
had peiformed both the services for him, and how 
much he was apon the hearts of Uie people, that he 
might still live to declare among them, that great 
power and grace which had heen made known to 
him ; he then qaoted that passage and said, blessed 
be Gk>d, *^ I know what is the hope of his calling, 
(<< Our high calling of pkid in Christ Jesus,") and 
what is the riches of the gtorv of his inheritance in 
&e saints ; and what is the exceeding greatness of 
his power to us-ward, who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power i""^ then he paused, and 
exclaimed, O what grace, what power, what a glo- 
rious power, to reach a heart like mine ! Thus far 
he appeared most blessedly recollected, and then he 
closed his eyes for a while, and began to ramble, but 
in a most pleasant sfyle. He told me tliat he had 
been sailing all the day, down a delightful river ; 
that there were most enchanting singings on each 
side of its banks : and that he came to a most pleasant 
place, where a beautiful great tree grew, and that 
Ailgels were singing upon every branch and twig of 
it, and then added, how grieved I was, when I 
lost sight of that tree, and when I could no longer 
hear the singings of those Angels, that so charmed 
my heart ! I immediately said, my dear friend, we'll 
retire, and perhaps you will hear the same Angels sing 
again. He immediately said, no ! you must not 
go yet : you must pray before you go. We knelt 
down, offered up a short prayer, and immediately 
retired. However I could perceive ^(^his inter-s 
view, that he was in a most blessed, ana even envia- 
ble state of mind ; and I had then my fears, that he 
would not be long on earth, as he was so fit for hea- 
ven. 

W(yr» Surely after this, you would not deny your- 
self the privilege of giving Mm, at least a short visit 
every day, while you continued at Sandover. 

*Eph. i. 18, 19. 
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L&veg. Every moraiiig after breakfast^ I made him 
a short Tiaity and offered up a short prayer ; while 
day afiber day^ he appeared weaker, and weaker, and 
getting worse, Mid worse, filling us w^ith increasing 
apprehensions, that every day might be his last. 

War. Was his mind still kept in the same happy 
state ? - 

Laveg. I think more so. It was evident that while 
his body was growing weaker, his mind became more 
recollected and calm. One morning, when I request* 
ed him not to exert himself, be whispered out the fol* 
lowing expression : 

In silent stillness of the mind, 

My God, and there my hear'n I find. 

And then added, <^ For I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him, against that day.*'* And 
the peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep my heart, and mind, through Christ 
Jesus. "f 

On another morning after prayer, he said, taking 
up some expressions that I dropt, *^ Blessed be God, 
I can enter into the holy of holies, by the blood of 
Jesus ; by that new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for me.** Though I am ashamed of what 
I have been, yet if I die, I can have " boldness and 
access with confidence in that grace, in which I 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God/* 
Then he asked me the question, how is my most dear 
wife ? oh how it grieved me, to see her stand by my 
bed side, dropping tear after tear ! If she knew how 
'^^aceable and happy I am in the love of Christ, she 
would rather rejoice with me, than grieve over me ; 
for '< by believing in him, I can rejoice with joy un- 
speakable, and full of glory,** and then said, 

And when Fm to die, 
Receive me, I'll cry, 
For Jesus hath loy'd me, I cannot say why. 

* 2 Tim. i. l^. ^ f Phil. if. 7. 
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All these things, he spoke with extreme difficulty, 
being exceedingly weak, for the fever seemed princi- 
pally to be on his chest. But on the Saturday 
morning, the nurse alamied us excessively, by in- 
forming us that he had altered for death. 

Mrs* War. Yes, and she was so abrupt in her in- 
formation, that my poor daughter was immediately 
thrown into strong hysterics, and all the house into 
the greatest consternation ; while the report soon got 
vFind, and spread throughout the town ; and it seems 
tiiat it was reported by some, that he actually was 
dead : while the universal agitation, and distress of 
the people, were inconceivable. 

Loveg* No wonder, that sucli as are so university 
beloved, should be as universallv lamented. 

Wbr, What could you all do under such distressing 
circumstances ^ 

Loveg. Sir, Mrs. Worthy continued with Mrs. 
Merryman, while Mr. Sprightly, who was almost 
always with us, went up stairs, as we thought, to take 
our final leave of our dear departing friend, apparent- 
ly senseless, and nearly speechless ; only uttering 
some things to himself which we C9uld not under- 
stand ; yet with a complacency of countenance, that 
greatly surprised us : but still supposing that every 
breath might be his last. 

Just then. Dr. Skillman came intotheroom, as we 
all thought, to pay his last visit to his dying patient. 
He immediately felt his pulse, and for a considerable 
time : and then, to our great surprise, pronounced 
that his was not the pulse of a dying man ; and that 
the dangerous crisis of the fever was now actually ^ 
passed, that he had seen others in the same state, 
who had recovered, and that the present stupor was 
rather to be considered as a sound sleep, which his 
nearly exhausted nature required ; that he should 
therefore call on anotlier patient,^and return, for that 
he believed he would yet revive. 

The Doctor had not long left the room, before he 
opened his eyes, and asked, " How long have you 
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been here ? I have slept most sweetly, and how 
comforted I have been ! how delighted with such 
singing, and how favoured with such sights as I 
never beheld before !'' and then he added, 

O the deligfhts, the heavenly joys, 

The glories of the place, 
Where Jesus sheds the brightest beams 

Of hiso'erflowlDg grace. 

He rested a short space, and then added a part of 
another hymn, from the pious Dr. Watts, resting 
awliile between each stanza. 

There is a land of pure delight, 

Where saints immortal reign ; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 

And pleasures banish pain. 

There everlasting spring abides, 

And never wi^'rmg low'rs, 
Thou|^ death, that narrow sea, divides 

This heavenly land from ours. 

_ ^ 

O could we make our doubts remove, 

Those glooniy doubts that rise, 
KbA. see #ie Canaan that we love, 

With unbeclouded eyes ! 

Could we but climb where Moses stood. 

And view the landscape o'er, 
Not Jordan's streams, nor death's cold tsm^ 

Should fright us from the shore. 

Then he added, ** My rest has so wonderfully re- 
freshed me, that I feel I want something that is nou- 
rishing, which I have never felt since I have been ill 
before.** 

You must think I could not continue long in the 
I'oom before I communicated these pleasing tidings 
to Mrs, Merryman, and perhaps in this, [to Mrs. 
Worthy] as you well know. Madam, in order to ease 
a mind, agonising with excessive grief, like the nurse 
before me, I rather too abruptly informed her, of this 
unexpected revival, after having been brought so 
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near the expected hour of his dissolution* Her joy, 
as it might be supposed, was not less excessive, than 
her grief, which you know, I attempted to moderate 
to the best of my power, mentioning how difficult it 
would still be, for the constitution to recover itself, 
after so deep a plunge. 

Wbr. I suppose, after this revival, my daughter 
was permitted to visit him. 

Lcroeg* Under such circumstances, it would have 
been a hard task indeed, to have prevented one of 
such an affectionate mind, from visiting a husband, 
that appeared like one, just rising from the grave. 
But we requested her, to compose her mind to the 
utmost of her power, as tranquillity and rest, still 
appeared so absolutely necessary, even for the pre- 
servation of his life. The interview, as you may sup- 
pose, was a very affecting one, and when he began 
telling her, how happy he had been during Ihs illness, 
and when she began to weep for joy, we took the li- 
berty to interrupt them, requesting them to wait till 
after a few days, when he might be blessed with the 
recovery of a little of his strength, and be better able 
to tell of those good things, wliich had been such a 
consolation to his mind, under sucli a near approach 
to the grave. 

Mrs. Wor^ I thought it providential^ that Dr. 
Skillman repeated his visit just at that time, and was 
ushered into the room ; for he, being a stranger to 
such sort of conversation, soon interrupted it ; and 
again urged the need of rest, as being just then pe- 
culiarly desirable, and that Mr* Merryman need not 
trouble himself about religion then, as he hoped his 
life might yet be spared. • 

Loveg. Yes Madam, and you remember when I 
told him, that Merryman's composure of mind, 
arose from that calmness, which true religion was 
sure to inspire, his answer was. Well, well, that is 
all I wish to recommend ;- let every one be happy in 
their own way. I had designed to have continued 
here all night, but as my patient is so much better, 
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nothing is needed^ but good nursing, and strengthen- 
ing medicines, which 1 shall order directly, and then 
return home* After he had written another pre- 
scription, he left us. 

Wou What a surprising effect must have been 
produced upon the minds of tiie people, as soon as it 
became circulated through the town ! 

Loroeg. Yes, and the more so, as it was scarcely 
known that a change had taken place, as we were 
all waiting until that afternoon, under the most fear- 
ful apprehensions lest every breath should be his last. 

War. The feelings of your mind must have been 
very differently exercised, to what they were the 
Sunday before. 

Loveg. The contrast was astonishing. On the 
former sabbath, every heart was ready to burst with 
grief ; but on the next, they were equally elated with 
the strongest sensations of joy. Tliis joy, I endea- 
voured to moderate to the best of my power ; but 
that passage then struck me, as being so immediately 
appropriate, that I could not refrain from taking it 
as my text : " Ye were full of heaviness, because ye 
heard that he had been sick. For indeed he was sick, 
nigh unto death, but God had mercy on him, and 
not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have 
sorrow upon sorrow."* And while I endeavoured 
to improve the event that had so elated our hopes, it 
was not to be described what an ecstasy of joy was 
evidenced in every corner of the Church. Many, 
even that were en^nies to divine truth, were yet 
friends to Mr. Merryman, and anxious for his reco- 
very. Old Farmer Bitterman, a near relative of 
Mr. Spiteful, alone was heard to say, he could not 
understand, why people should make such a fuss 
about this parson Merryman, as though no other 
clergyman could be found as good as he. But others 
knew better how to appreciate so ^pod a man, and 
to rejoice in the hopes given, that he might still be 
spar^. 

^ Phil. ii. 26, 27. 
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fFor. But after the Sabbath^ daring the rest of 
your stay at Sandover^ I hope he continued to mend^ 
as rapidly as might be reasonably expected. 

Imeg. Quite so. He could ^t up in his bed^ take 
as much food as was desirable | and talk cheerfully^ 
and pleasantly to those who were surrounding him | 
but at tiie same time^ in such a style^ like a man just 
come out of Heaven. But then he has a hacking 
coughs which prevents him from taking as much rest 
W he should^ aitd complains of a tightness upon his 
chesty which still alarms us. 

Wcr. I akn afraid then, tiiat all is not yet safe ? 

Loroeg^ I hope it may. — Though I rather fear» the 
Doctor thinks otherwise ; he advises him to light 
diet, and as soon as he can be reaEOOTed, for a change 
of idr • 

Mrs. Wor^ Yes, and that matter is already settled. 
As soon as he recovered sufficient strength for the 
journey I have made him promise to come over to ns ; 
and this will be a great relief to my daughter's mind» 
She is afraid if he continue at Sandover, that the in- 
numerable calls, and tiie s^ectionate attention of the 
people, will be too much fcnr him. And then she 
knows that from tlie ardent desire of his mind, to do 
ail the good he can, he will b^n bis accustomed ser- 
vices, sooner than he should. He hopes in less than 
a fortnight, to make a beginning, of at least, one 
s&ort sermon on a Sunday, though at present, he is 
as weak as a child. 

Jjyveg. I am afraid that Dr. SkiUman's prphibitiost 
will not be attended to, which is, not tobegin any 
duty, at least for a month. But his great perplexity 
is, to procure a proper person to €»ipply his Church. 
He talks much of Mr. Brightman, who lost his 
curacy, by differing &i»n his Bjcctav about Baptismal 
regeneration, and because he could ncM; preach con* 
diticmal just^cation. 

War* He is certainly a very desirably man i but 
fli he not now engaged with Mr« Vflumatj i 
Xawg. Tes> but I have lately ha^'MiQl^rlett^ 

VOL. lu. 16 
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from hiniy complaining that he is as badly off, aft he 
VTBS befoiT. Mr. Whimsey is a strange^ wild enthir- 

siast. 

War. Then does he want another situation i 

Lcroeg. He certainly doesi Sir* 

W(yr* Then let him be written to immediately, that 
my dear son-in-law's mind, may be set at rest« If 
he should so far recover, as to be able to do the whole 
of his doty, yet for a considerable while, he should 
have all tiie relaxation, and ease, his situation wiH 
admit of. And besides, a supernumerary clergyman 
of his character, and abilities, would be a considera- 
ble acquisition in his neighbourhood; and as my 
younger children want a little private tuition, he 
would be just the man for tliat office* 



Thus matters were settled, Mr. Worthy wrote 
ii^mediately to Mr. Brightman, to engage him for 
Sandover, and gave him a liberal offer of suppcfrt : 
but he could' not in honour, leave his curacy, so early 
as he wished, as Mr. Whimsey had two Churches to 
serve. 

The best substitute that could be obtained, xTas 
Mr. Anything, who would read any sermons ^at 
might be put into his hands, so that he passed for 
something, though in fact, he was nothing. But he 
could not be persuaded to read more than one ser* 
mon on a Sunday, as be said, he bad not been accus* 
tomed to dmtMe duty. 

Mr. Merryman thus fiuding, that his Church was 
but ill supplied, was very unwilling to remove from 
his. beloved flocic: ; at least, until the desired aid of 
Mr. Brightman could be obtained. But being under 
a sort of promise to go to Brookfield Hall, he reluc^ 
tantly obeyed, as soon as the recovery of his health 
would admit. He had not been there above three 
weeks, befote he regained such a considerable degree 
of i^ji^c^tb, so far as it bad been ^diiausted by the 
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iifver, that his aiudely ta return^ was more than 
coald be resisted ; especially as a letter from Mr. 
Brightman, infomied the family^ that he could not be 
i*eleasGd from his present engagement^ under three 
months at the soonest. 

But stilU while this dear man was most confident, 
that he should be able to resume his accustomed la- 
bours, in a short space of time ; others had their 
floubts, lest this fever should bring on a pulmonary 
consumption J and it is well known, that this com- 
plaint is the most fatal, while the most flattering one, 
that the human frame is subject to* 

As the people were ill contented with the supply 
during his absence ; so the reader may suppose the 
uncommon joy that uniyersally prevailed on his re- 
turn. But still he Mi Brookfield Hall, under the 
strictest engagements, not to begin with any further 
service, excepting one short sermon on the Sunday 
morning ; while Dr. Orderly, witii his accustomed 
kindness, was willing t|iat his curate Mr. Sedate, as 
far ashe could possibly be spared, should assist him 
in reading the prayers^ 

The reader may judge what the congregation felt^ 
when Mr« Merryman^ leaning upon the arms of 
Mr. Sedate, accompanied with Mrs* Merry man, first 
entered the Church, like one recently risen from the 
dead ; and when he got into the pulpit, though struck 
with the amazing alteration which disease had made 
upon a countenance, once of such vivacity, and 
Jiealth, yet how every hand and heart was lifted up, 
in solemn thankfulness to God, thigt he was yet spared 
to serve them in the administration of the word of 
life. 

His first text was very appropriate, ** Whom the 
Lord loveth he ehasteneth, and scourgeth every one 
whom he receiveth.'' The affectionate spirit in 
wliich he addressed his hearers, words can scarcely 
describe $ while he expressed the feelings of his own 
inind, during the chastisement, how mpst graciously 
be had been supported, hoping that this solemn ad- 
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monitioii, might be a warning to lliem all ; that hiss 
zeal might be quickened : and that, on the restora- 
tion of Mb strength, he might devote himself wi& 
greater diligence than ever, for their eternal good. 

The slow progress he made towards the restora- 
tion of his accustomed strength, throughoat the &!• 
lowing week, increased the apprehensions ci many ; 
while the increasing i^irituality of his mind, was the 
admiration of all. The short sermon he gave the 
people the Sunday afterwards, from the following 
woi^s, fully evidenced tke truth of this : *^ My soul 
is ev^i as a weaned child.'' His heart so ov^Aowed 
with holy thankfulness, and submission to the will of 
Ood, ia this sermon, that many thought it was 
scarcely possible, that such a man could live long 
upon earth, who had so much of heaven upon his 
heart. 

On the succeeding Sabbath, he was with difllculiy. 
dissuaded from preaching, as he had the sacrament 
to administer. But he could not be contented in 
reading those most appropriate passages of scripture 
without dropping some most appropriate, and aflffec<- 
tionate remarks. Though pa*haps the f<M-maIity of 
Mr. Sedate, might have been a little exercised at this 
libeily which the curate of Dr. Orderly could scarcely 
admire, though good Mr. Merryman himself, often- 
times expres^ an innocent wish for a litUe more 
liberty than tbe Church allows. 

Little did the people of Sandover suppose, tiiat the 
next sabbaUk was to be the last, on which they were 
to hear the Toice of^heir beloved Minister any more. 
There was not the least abatement, but rather an 
increaseN>f those symptoms of consumption, which 
alarmed many of his. friends; though as yet, he 
seemed not to be alarmed himself. He thought him- 
self somewhat better, yet he was rather astonished 
he could not regain his strength, but in this he was 
quite resigned to the will of God. The text he took, 
and his solemn delivery of it, before he uttered a 
single syllable of liis sermon, had a remarkable effect. 
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^Eye hftth not seen; neither ear heard; neitiier 
have entered into the heart of man, tiie things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him/''*' In 
this sermon however, one would think, that all must 
have had a presentiment that it must be his last. V(Xir 
with what rapture he described the glories of the 
eternal world : with what delight he quoted those 
words, ^* In thy presence is fullness of joy, and at thy 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore !'' How 
he begged and entreated his hearers, as for his life^ 
to accept those unutterable joys, and to ^^ flee from 
the wrath to come ;" for that he knew not how soon 
Hie^ tongue that then addressed tkem, might be si- 
lenced in the grave ; and that the eye which now 
wepty while he beheld them, should see them no more 
for ever. It seems his whole soul was so deeply en- 
gaged in the subject, that almost every word was 
followed with a tear, while the hearts of all the peo- 
ple, were melted down, as the heart of one man : in 
short, he was so overcome by his own feelings, and 
with the heat occasioned by such a crowded congre- 
gation, Aat ere he had proceeded fifteen minutes, he 
quite fainted away. What a scene it must have been 
to see him thus carried out of the pulpit, from whence 
he had distributed such an abundance of good ! It is 
supposed this astonishing young, s^ritual Sampson 
slew more by these, his idFectionate strokes, in this 
his last address, than ever he slew throughout all his 
life. 

It seems that on the Thursday following, after a 
severe fit of coughing, he burst a blood vessel ; and 
the discharge from his lungs was very considerable. 
This threw Mrs. Merryman into the greatest con- 
sternation and grief ; while scarce a gleam of hope 
was left, that Us invaluable life could now be pre- 
served. 

A message was immediatdy dispatched to Brook- 
field Hall, to which place it was memed absolutely 
necessary he should be removed, as soon as circum-* 

1 Cor. ii. 9. 
16* 
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stances would adaut* The aflUcted Mrs. Merryman 
walB obliged to part with her newborn babe, to ano* 
ther female, in order that she mig^t devote the ut- 
most of her care to a husband, she was so soon to 
lose, 

Mr« Worthy sent his carriage, that he might be 
remored with all possible tenderness and care ; 
wliile Mr. Sprightly, with Mr. Meiryman, attended 
as his supporters on tiie road, which by its slow pro- 
gress, was accoapliflrfied without any further injury 
to his bleeding lungs. 

This last removal of Mr. Merryman, until he r^ 
turned in a hearse, produced such a sc^ie of woe 
throughout Sandover, as Sandover never felt before ; 
and had it not been for the prudent attention of Mr. 
Sightly, half tho town would have been at the rac- 
tory, to bid him their last adieu. The grief that was 
evidenced, was not less universal, than he was uni- 
versally beloved. 

Alas ! what must the family of Brookfaeld HaU 
liave felt y what Mr. Lovegood must have felt, when 
he attended to lift him out of the carriage ; and what 
all the Parish felt, when he entered that house, in 
which it was supposed be would breathe his last, i6 
more than the writer of these Dialogues, with his 
briny eyes, has sufficient spirits to narrate. 

The next Dialogue will finish the account of the 
^yipgy y^t triumphant exit of this excellent man : 
but yet brightens with a pleasing issue, of this most 
pamful evwt. 
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THOUGB Mr. Meiryman, as might be supposed, 
from tile flattering nature of tne consumption, 
r^ved from the depth of that languor^ which firom 
the loss of an abundahoe of blood, he had sustained ; 
yet still his ritals were consuming hj the same dis* 
ease, so that he now found he could attempt nothing 
fiirther in hi£^ delightful work. The necessary sup- 
ply of his Church was his chief concern. At timcs^ 
he was obliged to put up with Mr. Anything, while 
Dr. Orderly and bis Curate, were as kind as cir- 
cum^ances would admit ; Mr. Lovegood at the 
same time; watched every opportunity to give all the 
aid he could. In the course of about ten weeks Mr. 
Brightman was at liberty, and left Mr. Whimsey 
with no regret. He iirst came to Brookfield Hall, 
b^ore he went to Sandover, to visit his dying Bec- 
t5r. O that r had time to narrate half the profitable 
coYiversation, (especially as far as Mr. Merryman 
could converse,) which passed between thcise good 
men ! For it seems that Mr^ Brightman ill knew how 
to express what an abundance of good was communi- 
cated to him thereby : and especially in seeing and 
'conversing with such a man as Mr. Merryman, in 
Ms declining state ; possessing such calmness and 
Mremty, such a peac^fid resignation to the holy 
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will of God^ and wifhal^ so bkssed with such a 
lively sense of gratitude and praise to hiniy by whose 
almighty grace he was saved from a i^te^ once 
so depraved^ but from which he was now- so 
mercifully and powerfully redeemed. So bright an 
evidence of the vital influence of the Goe^l, he had 
never seen before : and he has since solemnly de- 
clared, that out of all the sermons he had ever read, 
and from all the sermons he had ever heard, he never 
derived so much profit and benefit to his mind. 

Another very great advantage Mr. Brightman ob* 
tained as a minister, from this intercourse was, that 
it rendered him much more beneficial to the souls of 
men. From the natural strength of his mind, he was- 
apt to be too discussional and metaphysical to be well 
understood by the generality oC his bearers ; but he 
observed with surprise, how niuch more good had 
been done by Mr. Lovegood and Mr. Merryman^ 
than by Mmself, by a much plainer, and consequently5 
more scriptural style of address : before, he was 
wise and cold, but now, he became wise and wurm $ 
while what he delivered to the judgment, he applied 
to the heart with divine success. 

Before the Dialogue begins, it should he nolieed.. 
that Mr. Merry man continued full three monllis at 
Brookfield Hall, before his disease terminated in his 
dissolution. By his own desire, his remains were 
taken to Sandover, to be buried in the Chancel of Iiis 
own Church, requesting at the same time, that Mr. 
liovegood would perform that last office, and im- 
prove his death, by a sermon to the congregation. 
His remains were accordingly taken on the Saturday 
after his death, to Sandover, when the interment 
took place, and on the next day, the Funeral Sermoxi 
was preached. It was therefore necessary that Mr. 
Brightman should serve for Mr. Lovegood, while he 
pertonned the painful task requested <h him. 

The day afterwards, Mr. Lovegood returned. 
Having l&rst visited his own family at the Vicarage^ 
\e mext went to the Hall^ to commitnicate what hi^d 



passed^ No woodfer that tbe discMsoIate widow^ 
bad not soficient streagtti and spkits, to hear ^ 
narration of these events. After she had retir^ out 
of the room with h^ Mother, tiie following conyer-^ 
sation &US commenced between the before-meBti<med 
genflemen witii Mr. Sightly, who in tonseqaence 
(tf the death of Mr. Merryman, came to transact 
some bodiless ttt Brookfield Hall. 



Wbr. O dir ! I almost tremble to ask what yon 
ntttst hare felt in performing the last offices for my 
dear departed Son4n4aw. 

Loveg^ In all my life time, I was never AMre a& 
fected and overcome. 

Bri. I should suppose so, for since my Short resi-^ 
denoe at Sandov^, I have discovered thatthi^^neve^ 
was a man more beloved, or more deserving of it ; for 
ever since it has pleased God to change his hearty 
what a chu'acter he has sustained ! He was the fa- 
ther of every Ejected widow, and the parent of every 
orphan child. The pains and care he took in the in* 
striiction of the children of the poor, especially in a 
religious point of view, was beyond all joutse ; even 
while he reproved thetn, he constrained them to love 
him, forgiving them tenderly, rewarding them fredy, 
provided they would ^ better for the time to come^ 
There was not a cause of distress that he would not 
with the greatest assiduity seek out and relieve. In 
filK»rt, a spirit of universal humanity seemed to oo 
ciq[iy all tiie feelings of his heart. And as a minister, 
I hope I have been taught of him, what I never shall 
forget. It seemed almost impossible for any person 
to be m<»re devoted to the salvation and good of souls. 
His conduct was one perpetual sermon : even the 
very enemies of religion, who hated him as a pro« 
phet, are ready to garnish his sepulchre now he is 
gone. 

l^oveg. No wonder that a man li^^e this was so 
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honoured, when he was taken to the graye. Hie 
hearse was met by crowds, full two miles out of town, 
all dressed in mourning, singing as far as they could ^ 
sing, solemn and penitential hymns, for having for- * 
feited by their unprofitableness, so truly good a 
man i and when the corpse arrived at the Church, O 
what a scene ! 

Wor^ I suppose the Church was much crowded at 
the funeral. 

Lov€g* Beyond all description. And when I be- 

£in reading tiiose solemn sentences appointed for the 
neral service, every eye se^fted floating in tears, 
and many wept aloud : indeed my own feelings were 
so overcome, that I could scarcely utter one word 
after another ; and the people seeing me so much af- 
fected, were the more affected stUl. 

JFor. I can easily imagine what your feelings 
must have been, for I know bow you loved him. 

Loroeg. Yes Sir, I did love him, and who could 
help it ; tlie sight of him, the very mention of his 
name, at all times did me good. He lived for the 
best of purposes; and the surprising change that 
Ae grace of Crod had accomplished upon his hearty 
has surprised thousands, and dethroned prejudice 
astonishingly. 

War* But how did you get /through the service ? 

Loroeg. Indeed Sir, I could not get through the 
service ; and the children who were appointed to sing 
a funeral hymn, as he was carried irom. before the 
reading desk to his grave in the Chancel, could not 
finish their office before they were so overcome, that 
many of them actually wept aloud, and I was so 
overpowered by the sight, that I could not speak, nor 
read another word ; and when I requested Mr. Slap- 
dash, who was one of the pall bearers, to finish the 
service, dear old man, he seemed to be more affected 
than myself, so that the lot feilupon Dr. Orderly^ 
(who attended as another of the pall bearers,) to 
finish the service; and he also found it a difficult 
t?sk, 
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(Mr* SfHrlghtly then lUids.] And it was in attempt^ 
ing to sing the last st^uiza, that all were so affected' 
ti^ they couM not sing any more. 

WifT. But I hope Sir, you will give us the rest (tf 
your hymn. 

Loroeg. Sir, there were but two stanzas more, and 
I cannot recollect them. 

Wor. Well Sir, I hope you will let us see the 
yvbxAt of your hymn on another day. But how did 
yon get through the funeral sermon on the Sunday ? 

Z^j** O Sir! the Church yard was crowded an 
hour before the Church do(Nrs were opened ; and J 
was actually obliged to get in at the window, behind 
the pulpit and reading desk, to perform my office^ 
while I was under the necessity of hiring Mjr. Any- 
thing, to read the prayers, as I found peaching the 
sermon would be quite enough for me« 

Wot. What was your subject ? 

Loroeg* ** Help, Lord, for the godly man ceascib„ 
for the faithful fail from among the children of men"^.'^ 
And when I had to give the outlines of his character,, 
as a truly godly man, I was frequently interrupted 
at the consideration, that so many excellencies were 
completely lost tons, while the body which possessed 
them, was buried out of our sight; and while the 
remembrance of them, was all that was left for us to 
improve, that we might follow him, as he followed 
Christ ; and that it was an awful judgment, when 
such godly men were taken from us, as a deprivation 
of the greatest blessing we could enjoy. 

War* Did you say much concerning the astonistL<« 
ing change thi^ had been wrought upon him ? 

Loroeg. Being myself much concerned in tliat events 
my remarks on that subject were rather general^ 
than particular. All the Parish who had seen him 
in both states, had a much stronger eKemplification 
of the power of divine grace on the human heart, 
thai^ any words of mine could have illustrated. But 
my princip^ aim was, (as far as I could aim at any 

* Psahn xin 
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tidng, tiinmgh fhe ov^rfiowings of my affection,) to 
excite the people to cry eai*nestly to the Lord, for 
his help, who alone could appear for them as a con- 
gregation, under such a loss ; and who had gi*ace 
and power enough to create, and send forth a thou- 
sand like him; whenever he might choose. 

Wor. I suppose you quoted much of what he said 
in his dying moments, as we generally receive all 
such expressions as being of the most solemn impor- 
tance. 

Bri% [To Mr. Lovegood.] As Ihe duty at Brookfield 
prevented my bring with him during tihe last days of 
his life, I should be thankful if you would tell me 
what tliose expressions were, especially such of them 
as you introduced into the funeral s^mon. 

Wor. I hope you mentioned the interview we bad 
with him, about three days before his death ; when 
we had our apprehensions, that his dissolution was 
near at hand. 

Bri. O Sir! let me hear it. 

Loveg. Why Sir, after uttering many delightful 
things, though almost breathless, and i*eady to faint 
away into the arms of death, I cannot express with 
what rapture he uttered the following lines ! 

The goodly land I see, 

Witii peace and plenty blest. 
The land of sacred liberty and endless rest .- 

There milk and honey flow, 

There oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life for ever grow 

With niercyrcrown'd. 

There dwells the Lord our King, 

The Lord our righteousness : 
Triumphant d'er the world and sin, 

The Prince of Peace. 

On Sion's sacred heights. 

His kingdom still maintains ; 
And glorious with his saints in light 
-At. For ever reigns. 

While he thus lay panting for breath, he paused for 
vol.. III. 17 
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a while, and then apparently in a greater rapture stilly 
he further added, 

He by himself hath sworn, 

I on his oath depend, 
I shall on eagles' wing^ upborne 

To heavhi ascend ; 

I shall behold his face ; 

I shall his power adore ; 
And sing the wonders of his g'race 

For evermore. 

Bri. What blessed lines to hang upon the lips of 
a dying man, just entering into glory. Did you tell 
the congregation any thing further of what he said ? 

Laoeg* After he had quoted the hymn I mentioned, 
he was seized with a violent fit of coughing, which 
produced a considerable degree of expectoration, and 
he seeing the discharge tinged with blood, repeated 
these lines. 

He shed a thousand drops for me ; 
.4. thousand drops of richer blood : 
Here's love and grief beyond degree. 
The Lord of glory dies for mail : 
But lo I what sudden joys we see, 
Jesus the dead reyives again. 

Blessed be God " he is my resuirection and my 
life," and through him my soul has been quickenect, 
which was dead in trespasses and sins, and through 
his grace, I can trust him with my dying body also* 
^' This corruption, shall soon put on an incorruption ; 
and this mortal, shall soon put on immortality ; and 
then shall be brought to pass^the saying that is written, 
death is swallowed up in victory.*' He could not re- 
peat any more of that delightful passage ^ but next 
added ; Blessed be God, death is nothing to me : but 
my dear wife and child, and flock ! what will they 
do ? He drppt a tear, and added. Well, well, I must 
leave them all with him who is the Father of the fa- 
therless, and file widow's friend. And when I again 
"^old the people of this, his holy anxiety for the sal- 
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vation of their sonls^ they were again as much affect- 
ed as myself. 

War. No wonder at it, every day he seemed to he 
increasing in usefulness among the people. 

Spri* But dear Sir, yon have not mentioned that 
after that fit of coughing, he fell into a doze, and what 
he said when he awoke out of it* That seemed to af- 
fect the people more than any thing you said hefore. 

Loroeg, Such a heaven in any man's countenance, 
while he was taking his rest, I think I never beheld 
before, and in his doze the nurse came in, and that 
awoke him. He cried, <' O ! who has pulPd me down? 
why did you pull me down ? J thought I was just en- 
tering into the presence Chamber of my Lord ; and 
4;hat I was full (^ singing ; while there were thousands 
<^f singing spirits with me, and O how delightful the 
music was ! while we all sang ^* unto him that hath 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood ; and hath made us kings and priests unto Grod 
and his father ; to him be glory and dominion for 
«ver and ever, Amen.*^ I found the repetition of this 
'was quite enough for us all, on this subject I could 
say no more, while it was too much for the people to 
hear any more. Here I was obliged to pause, till i 
had sufficient spirits to tell the congregation, what 
were the last words he uttered, while I was standing 
around his bed on the Sunday evening in whkfa he 
died. ** I feel I am going. All is well. By fsuth, I 
can say as Stephen said, '< Behold, I see the heavens 
open, and the Son of man standing on the right hand 
of God.** " I shall thei-e see as I am seen, and know- 
as I am known, and shall be for ever with the Lord.*' 
After this, you know we did not stand by him more 
than five minutes, before he turned up his eyes, and 
without a sigh, or a groan, breathed his last. 

Bri. And after all, what a short sample w^as given 
of the gracious things that dropt from his lips at dif- 
ferent times ! I trust I never shall forget, wifli what 
earnestness he pressed me, whenever I could come to 
visit him, to urge upon the people at Sandover, no- 
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thing but the divina realitieB of religioiiy bf iUustra- 
ting the glories of that faith, which regenerates the 
hewrty and directs us to live alone to the glory of God* 

Lorotg. But it appear^ to me, that nothing could 
so completely display the excellency of his mind, be- 
yond what passed between him and liis poor careless 
Father, when he came to Tisit him in this house, 
about tiiree weeks before hie^ death* Though he was 
much agitated at the thoughts of seeing him, yet his 
wise and affectionale, though rei^^ectful regard to a 
parent, while he addressed him witii the greatest 
faithfulness, brought many a tear from the old man's 
eyes, 

Bri^ Were you witti l)iem all the time ? 
Loroeg. Tes, I and Mr. Wortiby were botii with them. 
I remember when be first saw his son, till of late a 
fine personable young man, but now so reduced ; the 
tears began starting from his eyes^ while he said to 
him, O my Son ! I am sorry your religious zeal was 
not more tempered with prudence, and then you might 
not have caught that dreadful feyer, which has 
brought you to this present state : especially wh^i 
you had such pleasing prospects of life before you« 
His reply was. Yes, dear Sir, but I was in the way 
of duty, — duty called, and I obeyed ; and that is mj 
consolation. There was a time when I might have 
caught my death, as many others have, in dissipation 
and riot ^ what a mercy it is, that I am not now a 
martyr to my own folly, and sinful delights ! yo« 
linow dear Sir, what I once was, even some time after 
I was in orders ; till Grod was pleased to change my 
heart ; — I blush for shame, to think of it« — I was 
glad to hear the old man reply, I am sorry, though 
I fear you have been running into another extreme;, 
that I did not set you abetter ^uimple, then dropping 
a tear, said. My child, I hope you'll forgive me. 
Mr. Merryman was now quite as much overcome as 
his faflier, and cried, My dear Father, I have prayed 
for your forgiveness a thousand times : and if you 
will allow me to be so bold to express my feelings as 
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a dying man, I perpetaallj pray that Gt)d in mercy, 
would look upon you, and my dear mother and sisters, 
and change your hearts. The weeping parent im- 
mediately added. If you ^an pray for me, I must con* 
fess, that as yet, I never pray'd for myself. 

Bri* This must have heen enough to upsot you all. 

Loroeg. Indeed Sir it was, and I took the opportu- 
nity to enforce the nature and necessity of a divitie 
change, so strongly exemplified in the conduct of his 
dying Son. And after this, I remember a hard fit of 
coughing, for a while interrupted the conversation j 
when Mr. Merryman again thus addressed his Father. 
'* Father, this cannot last long, I know I am soon to 
die ; but still you need not grieve over me ; for at 
times I feel more happiness and joy, than words can 
express ; adding, I have <* a liope full of immortality,^' 
believing in Christ, who has changed my heart, and 
pardoned all my sins, 1 can ** rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.'' The fixed attention of 
the father, enabled the s<m to proceed, by assuring 
him that there is a divine reality in religion, which 
with his dying lips, he humbly entreated him seriously 
to consider, as llie greatest blessing God can give, or 
the soul of man can possibly enjoy 5 and as the only 
cordial that can support the soul, when sinking into 
the arms of death i begging with many tears that 
he would reccommend the same to his dear Mother 
and Sisters, while he made it his last request to them, 
to seek for the salvation of their souls. 

Bri. The Father must have been considerably af- 
fected by snch an exhortation. 

Loveg. Very much indeed. But what he next added 
was still more so. It is impossible to tell how he 
uttered his grief respecting his disconsolate flock, 
which he was about to leave, and how he entreated 
his Father, that if possible^ he would prevail with his 
Brother, not to give the living away to a man who 
was as bad as he himself once was, before he was bet- 
ter taught. That he had heard that a Mr. Tugwell, 
was already designed as his successor ^ and that tiie 

17* 
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consequence would be most distressing* That thoogh 
he was now surprised how the few people who at^ 
tended tlie Church hefore he knew better, could be so 
ignorant as to ceme there, when his example was so 
bad, and his conversation was so light and frothy, but 
that now, it was quite otherwise ; for that if another 
Minister should comejof the same stamp as he once 
was, they would leave the Church directly and provide 
for themselves another place of worship, that they 
might have a Minister of their own choosing, who 
would hold forth to them the word of life, and tutor 
them in the fear of God. 

TFor* And how we were all affected when he ad- 
ded, <<Though I have reason to bless the kind provi- 
dence of Ghod, that has led me into this fEimily, 
whereby the best of wive« has been put iqto my bo» 
som, and addressing himself to me, while no son <^ 
your own, dear Sir, could have been treated with 
more affection than tiiat, which as an adopted son, I 
have ever received firom you, yet this my dear wife I 
can with submission render back again into her par 
rent's hands ; while I am satisfied, that our dear little 
infant, after my departure, will ever be considered as 
one of your own, concerning all these earthly sacri- 
fices, I think I can say, <'thy will be done." But O 
my dear flock ! I love them as my own soul, I cannot, 
express how "I yearn over them all, in the bowels 
of Jesus Christ ;" and how I am pained at the thought, 
that they should he-given over to one, who has no 
spiritual concern for their eternal good. 

Loveg* I was glad to see his father so much affec- 
ted at his son's entreaties, which drew firom him the 
strongest promises, and engagements, that if he could 
not prevail with his uncle to refuse the living to his 
friend and distant relation Mr. Tugwell ; yet as he 
had other preferments, he would I37 if it could be so 
contrived, that a Curate might be settled among 
them, who would be a future blessing to the discon- 
solate congregation. 

8pri. Yes Sir, and I can tell you somdihing further. 
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Ooe of the last <Mcm I ever perfonned for our dear 
departed friend was, to write a letter to his uncle for 
bifls, (ke being to weak to do anj thing but sign it,) 
urging the same request in the most' affecti<Hmte 
t^ms. Dear man, how he wept and prayed all the 
time I wrote it, and since then, several of ns in the 
Town have drawn up a respectful petition, respecting 
the same, mentioning you Sir, [To Mr. Brigtman]iis 
the object of our choice, and that we shall not record 
any extra expence^. ^t)vided we can but see you com* 
fortably settled among us. 

Bri. Can there be a probability of that sort i There 
is not a man more careless and unconcerned about 
religious matters than he is said to be. I have been 
turned out of two curacies already, and I shall soon 
be dismissed from the. third | perhaps for decency 
sake, I may be permitted to stc^ a Sunday or two, 
and then be discharged. 

Loveg. Ah Sir ! you have but the common lot of 
all faithful Curates, who have ungodly Rectors, but 
from the carelessness and indifference of old Mr. 
Merryman, and his pot companion Mr. Tug well; I 
draw a contrary conclusion ; they will not care who 
serves the church, provided they can be left at their 
ease, and Mr. Tugwell can enjoy the tythcs. 

Wiyr. And he sha'nt mind paying his Curate for 
him, pi*ovided he will keep at a distance. 

J9n. But wo'nt Squire Madcap do all he can to 
prevent it ? 

Spri. He is so wicked, wild, and foolish, that no 
one minds him. There is therefore very little harm 
to be dreaded from that quai*ter. But if he, or any 
one else of the same stamp should be sent among us, 
we must provide for ourselves. 

Wbr* I shall help you immediately to see to that, 
by beginning with a donation of five hundred pounds, 
and shall give an annual subscription towards the 
support of the place, as soon as it is established, and 
there is no law against reading the liturgy of the 
established Church, which we will all admire. 
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Spri. O Sir! a thousand thanks for your encou- 
raging offer. I hope we shall all be eager to lend 
an helping hand, surely the many prayers our dear 
departed minister offered up, that the Gospel might 
be continued among us, will somehow be answered for 
oar good. 

Imeg. I am sorry I shall be debarred from taking 
an active part in this work, if the gospel is to be 
turned out of the Church* But I really have no pa^ 
tienoe with the absurdity of those, who tell us, we 
should be contented without the gospel in the pulpit, 
as we are sure to have it in the reading desk, while 
the grand efficient-^ means, which Gk>d is pleased to 
bless, is the preaching of the word. Something 
therefore must be done, and the Lord give wisdom 
and zeal Ihat it may be properly, and wisely done* 

Just then the disconsolate widow and Mrs. Worfliy 
re-entered the room, this naturally gave another turn 
to the conversation, but in a few days the reader may 
expect a joyful termination of this melancholy event. 
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THE HAPPY TERMINATION OF THE MELANCHOLY EVENT OF 

THE IffiATH OF MR MERRTMAN. 



BETWEEN MB. LOVBOOOD9 MB. BBIOHTUAN9 MR. 8P&I0HTLY, 
AND THE FAMILY OF BBOOKFIBLD HALL. 



MB. Brightman and Mr. Sprightly having come 
over to Brookfield, principidly to assist in the 
settiiemeiit of Mrs. Merrjman's affairs, were und^ 
the necessity of continuing at Brookfield Hall^ till 
near the conclusion of the week. 

Willie the family were assembled at the tea-table 
on the Thursday evening following, a purpose mes- 
senger came from Sandover, with a letter directed to 
the Rev. John Brightman. The letter being put 
into his hands, he read it. — Immediately the agita* 
ti<m of his mind became so very considerable, that 
it even fetched a tear of surprise from his eyes : inso^ 
much 4iat Mr. Lov^ood asked the question : 

Larotg* Dear Sir, what is the mattor j I hope there 
is no bad news from Sandovw. 

Bri. no Sir ! but the contents <^ the letter have 
quite overcome me. Contrary to all my expecta- 
tions I am actually appiHnted Curate of Sandover. 

Wor. You don't say so ! 

Bn. Tea Sir, I* am. The letter is from Mr. 
Tugwell himself. He tells me tiie presentation was 
sent to him yesterday : the patron at the same time 
requesting that I might be nominated to the curacy^ 
by the dying request of Ms nephew^ and espedaUy as 
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he found it was almost the uniyersal wish of the Pa- 
rishioners that he should acquiesce. 

Mrs. War. O how rejoiced our dear Son-in-law 
would have heen^ if he could but have known of this 
event. 

Bri. Perhaps he might dear madam, but I find by 
the letter I shall be wanted at Sandover almost di- 
rectly ; for my new Rector, as I must now call him, 
means to (^ over to the Bishop for induction, early 
in the next week ; and beg;s I would attend with him, 
that I may be licensed to the curacy at the same 
time. 

Wot. Well, Sir, we shall be very happy to part 
with you upon that score. But your new Rector 
seems to be in a great hurry in the transaction of this 
affair. 

Bri. Sir! he explains himself farther in his 
letter. That as there is a strong propensity in his con- 
stitution to (^ut, he means still to reside at his other 
living, though a small one, as it is full fifty miles 
nearer Bath, than Sandover is, and that his patron 
means to take him to that city as speedily as possible, 
before the winter sets in ; and flierefore he wants me 
to attend upon that duty almost immediately. 

lAi^eg. O what delightful tidings this will be to 
the poor disconsolate people at Sandover ! they will 
be as much overcome with joy, as they have been 
with grief* 

Bri. Yes, and my Rector writes with so much 
good nature about the matter i he seems to be as well 
pleased with our plan, as w/b can be with his ; for he 
tells me as he has some incumbrances that his patron 
wishes him to discharge, (probably a sum of money 
that he might have borrowed from him,) he is sorry 
he can advance me no more thian sixty pounds a year, 
and the surplice fees, which he hopes may do while I 
continue a sing^le man. 

Wor. We shan't mind what lie allows you, provi- 
ded he will allow you the uninterrupted use of the 
Church, that you may do all the good you can in it. 
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8pri. (to Mr. Brightmaii.) I am sure dear Sir, the 
people of Sandover^ who loved Mr* Merryman and 
his ministry, will never suffer you to want : nor can 
we allow the kind liberality of Mr. Worthy, to be 
imposed upon, to keep our Minister for us, while we 
alone are interested in the benefit* 

War, Yes, but a minister, if he be a good one, (no 
matter for the bad ones,) should not merely have 
enough to keep him from starving upon such a mis- 
erable pittance as sixty pounds a year* He should 
have something in his pocket to give to the poor : if 
my purse is not wanted in one way, it will in another* 

8pri. As he means to be a non-resident, I suppose 
he designs to let you live in the Rectory house. 

Bri. It would be strange living in that house on 
such an income ; though I bless God, I have besides 
a little of my own, arising from jmy college fellow- 
ship, so long as I continue a Bachelor*^ But as to 
the Rectory house, he tells me he means to let it : 
and he is 'in hopes that the rent of the house, will 
answer to the payment of the salary, as he hears it is 
a good one* [To Mrs. Merryman,] But he says 
he has no design to hurry you, dear Madam, out of 
the house, till it is perfectiiy convenient to yourself. 

Mrs. Jtfer. Ah mgi ! Mr. Tugwell will meet with 
' very little interruption from me, on that score. As 
soon as ever the effects can be disposed of, I shall be 
happy to have my mind relieved from such reflections 
as too frequently occur, under such a loss. Were I 
ever to. enter into the doors of that house again, it 
would revive feelings, too painful to be sustained. 

(Mrs. Merryman's eyes are embossed with tears. 
She retires out of the room, Mrs. Worthy follows 

her.). 

Mr, Wot. Alas my poor daughter ! I know not 
when she will recover this heavy stroke. I should 
have supposed that if any tibing would have revived 

* I must not tell what college Mr. Brig^htman csime from, or 
at which of the universiti^ he was educated. 
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lier sq^ts^ the news of your appointment to the cu» 
racy, n^ouiil at least ha^e created oae ebeerfal Iwk. 

Bru OSir! the loss is irreparable : I cannot won- 
der at all she feels* But the appointment to be tte 
successor to such a man, makes me tremble. 

Loveg. Tes Sir, and if we all trembled more at 
the vast importance of the work in which we are 
^S^^^ it would be just so much the better for our 
heart's. 

Bri^ Sir, it seems impossible (or me, if I imitate, 
that I can ever equal that lively and lovely zeal, he 
adopted in all he did. Though I trust I shall aim at 
doing my best, yet what a comparative distank^e wiU 
be felt between him and me ! My style of p-eaching, 
I now find, has been too discussional, odd, and 
phlegmatic. His was always animated, affectionate, 
and warm. My preaching hitharto, though I trust 
consistent with divine truth, has been like the light 
of the moon, clear, yet cold« His, like that of the 
sun, at times brilliant, and eveh if intervening clouds 
intercepted its brighter rays, yet still the warmth 
was felt, and its fertilising efifects were evident. 

Loveg. But dear Sir,* you do not want either eru- 
dition or mind. The improvement of these Mr. 
Merryman sadly neglected in Ma^^thooghtless days ; 
but afterwards the change in every point of view, 
was to the astonishment of all. Let your superior 
human acquirements then, be put vgjjfon the altar of a 
warm and affectionate heart, fully devoted to God ; 
and then if the people do not forget Mr. Merryman, 
yet they will soon find that he is no loi^r wanted as a 
minist^, if God should teach and animate a Bright- 
Qian, as he taught him. 

Bri. Ah Sir ! what are all human abilities and 
acquirements, when compared to such spirituality 
and devotedness to QoA, as he possessed ! 

Lorveg. I am glad you think. so. Though all 
other qualifications without holy zeal to set them at 
wwk for the promotion of the glory of God, can be 
of no avail : still it is acknowledged, that wisdom 
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smd ofMritual understandings are at all thnes necessa*- 
17 to guide this useful machine aright* 

Bri. Ah Sir ! there was my mistake. I have heen 
treating religion more like a dry, speculative science, 
than as a divine reality between God and the soul : 
while the strange enthusiastic revei^es erf* Mr. Whimsy 
and his friends, might have driven me further into the 
contrary extreme, u the Lord, in his kind providence, 
had not directed me into these parts. 

Loveg. Well Sir, the scriptural style of preaching, 
we shall always find to be the best ; for none of the 
first Apostles had the ability. to dress their preaching 
in the forced, and false style of human eloquence : 
and when the Apostle Paul was sent forth ^< as one 
bom out of due time," we know what he says of his 
own style of preaching : <' And I brethren, when I 
came unto you, came not with excellency of speech 
and of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of 
Ood. For I determined to know nothing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified ^ and I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling i 
and my fi^>eech and my preaching was dot with the 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in the d^non- 
stration of the Spirit, and (tf power.*' (And that for 
this astonishingly wise reason^) ^^lest your faith 
should stand in tine wisdom of man, and not in the 
power of God." 

Spri. What an astonishing sermon Mr. Merryman 
preached from the last clause of those words, about 
a month before he was taken ill. 

Loroeg. I dare say he did. << The demonstration <tf 
the spirit and power of God upon the soul,? was the 
grand subject that seemed at all times to occupy his 
mind, and warm bis heart. 

Sfii. Yes, and almost every sermon he preached, * 
he wa$ sure to bring to bear upcm that essential 
point, and at all times with so much tender and i^- 
fectionate zeal for our eternal good. No wcmder his 
ministry was such a blessing among us — ^And fliat 
dear man, we are now to hear no more for ever ! 
vox. III. 18 



^10 BlATOirGB XI.II. 

lateg. [To Mr. Spfrightly.] But have ytna not 
great reason to hope, to see a resurrection of him ia 
Sie person of Mr. Brightman ! 

Bri* Alas Sir! how faint a resemblance of what 
he was, I fear will be found in me ! As for the sacri- 
fice of my character as it may respect any literary 
acquirements, that I can easily make. I know it will 
be my duly to sjieak, or rather converse ft*om Hie 
palpit, in such a plain, and easy style, as every unlet- 
tered person may understand ; yet to get into the 
spirit and life of such a style of preaching, as ren- 
dered Mr. Merryman so useful as a Minister, though 
I shall aim at it^ yet I fear a material difference will 
still be felt. 

¥Far. Why Mr. Lovegood has been as much for 
reading and thinking as yourself, yet he knows how 
to leave it all aside, when he gets into the pulpit. 
There he can dress his good sense, and scriptural di- 
vinity in such a plain, but powerful language, as not 
only charms a few of us who may have been favoured 
with education, but preaches equally to the delight 
and edification of all the poor peasants, who are 
charmed with sermons they can so easily compre- 
hend. 

Loveg. Dear Sir, if I am to be the subject of con- 
versation, do let us waive it for the present, that we 
may settle with Mr. Brightman concerning his re- 
turn to Sandover. 

Bri. I wish if I could, to go off early to-morrow 
morning. 

8pri. Sir, if you do, it will be impossible for me to 
attend you^ for you know the broker that was to 
have attended this day with the appraisemait of Mrs. 
Merryman's goods, is not to come till to-morrow 
morning, and we shall have enough to do, to deter- 
mine what is to be sold^ and what is to be kept ; so 
that we shall not be able to return till the Satuhlay 
afternoon. 

Just then Mr. Considerate came in, on behalf of a 
poor man who laboured in Rector Dolittle^s garden. 
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His crime wa8» that he occaskmally stole away tD 
Brookfield Church on a Sunday} so that the poor 
man» his wife» and family> ranist have bc^n sent to ttM^ 
JParish» had not the henevolent Mr. Worthy given 
him employ. But it seems the Rector had become 
more forious than ever» having lately taken up the 
old Popish doctrine of Baptismal I'egenerattont "witili 
a consideraUo tkgree of High^Church seal. 

It was late on the Sataroi^ evening before Mr. 
Sprightly and Mr, Brightman could return to 8an« 
dover. The deserted Rectory being now no longer a 
proper abode for Mr. Brightman> he took up his resi- 
dence at Mr.Sprightly*s habitation^ so that he was 
scarcely known to be in the Town till he was seen 
wdkii^; to the Ghurdi on the Sunday morning. 
Though it was universally known that a petition had 
h^n sent to the Patron on behalf of Mr. Brightmanf 
yet little or nothing of what had passed between Mr. 
Tngwell and Mr. Brightman could have transpired* 
As far as rumor prevailed, it seems it was of an un- 
fhvourafale nature. Many knowing the character of 
Mr. Merry man's uncle, concluded it was scarcely 
possible to exnect any favourable report ttom %uch a 
quarter | while another report more generally pre- 
vailed, that sunk their spirits exceedingly : via. That 
Mr. Madcap had actually succeeded with Mr. Mer- 
ryman, to give his nepheVs living away to a wild 
and rakish brother of his, who unfortunately was put 
into /My ordtra i and that immediately after his return 
from Newmarket races, he was to be inducted into the 
living : upon which all the people were determined to 
run away from the Church, as fast as ever tiiey for-^ 
merly collected together to fill It. But this it seems 
was only a wanton i*eport, though as matters gO| a 
very probable one, which was raised by one, who 
wished to make the cause of the people^s gricf» the 
subject of his sportive mirth. 

In shorti the agitation of the minds ^f all, was not 
to be expresmed \ no wonder that one and another 
of the congregation^ pressed in upon Mr* Brightman 
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as he was advancing towards fhe Churcb» wifb their 
anxious queries. <' Sir, I fear it will be one of the 
last Sundays we shall see you, or any one like you 
in our Cburcb.'^ Another added. Where must we all 
go when young Parson Madcap is sent among us« 
A third cried» O Sir ! for tiie Lord's sake, if you are 
turned out of the Church, don't leave us. As you 
loved Mr. Merryman, so love us his poor disconsoIatQ 
flock. We'll build a place for you, we'll do every 
thing we can to support you, and make you happy, it 
you will but feed us with the word of life as Mr. Mer- 
rjman did. Being much overcome, to this he could 
but just add, Don't be downcast, all is well, the Lord 
will be better to you, than all your fears. Even this 
hint, soon created a general rumour among the people, 
which gave a gleam of hope to some, while sad despon- 
ding fears among others, more generally prevailed. 
Thus he entered the Church, and attempted to 
begin the service, but seeing the pulpit and reading 
desk hung in black, and all the congregation dressed 
in mourning, together with the sad and sorrowful 
looks of such a numerous assembly f he had enough 
to do with the feelings of his mind, before be could 
begin the service. But when he was reading the 
psalms for the day, which happened to be very appro- 
priate, it being the twenty seventh day of the month, 
his countenance began to brighten remarkably, and 
the emphasis with which he read different passages, 
surprised the people not a little ; for thus he began : 
** When I was in trouble, I called upon the Lord, 
and he heard me." Then again, when those verses 
were read out of tlie 122d psalm : ** pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem ! they shall iHX)sper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and pletiteousness within 
thy palaces ; for my brethren and companions' sakes. 
I wUl wish thee prosperity," the very looks of Mr. 
Brightman almost indicated the suitability of the 
words, as being an applicable prayer for the restored 
mercy they wejpe still to enjoy. But when Mr. 
Brightman continued reading the first of the psalms 



fk^polnted for ^e evening 8erviee» whether through 
absence or design I cannot my^ yet fh)m the pleasant 
emotions that appeai*ed to possess his mind | at once 
all the congregation seemed to feel themselves ele* 
vated with a hope, tliat they might yet sing as Sion 
dld| when these appropriate words were read, **Wheii 
^e Lord turnml again the captivity of Sion, then 
were we lli^e to them that di*eim| then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and oar tongue with joy. 
Then said they among tiie Heathen, flie Lord has 
done great things for ^em, Yea, the Lord hath done 
great things for us already, whereof we rejoice." 

The hopes of the people thus greatly revived, were 
soon ftfter^'ai*ds completely conformed, hy tiie giving 
out of an appropriate hymn, before Mr. Brlghtman 
began his first sermon, as Curate of tiie Parish. This 
hymn, topther with another designed for tl^e conclu- 
sion of tlie service; unknown to Mr. Brlghtman, was 
put into Mr. SpHghtly's care that it ml^t be handed 
to the clerk. Though Mr. Lovegood was a better 
man, than he was a poet ; sttll 1 eonceiye it will be a 

S ratification to the reader, if a copy of these hymns, 
e given as each comes In Its place. The clerk bei»^ 
rather of the countrified sort, thus gave it out. 

^^ Lei m dng to th pmi$$ am^lwy ef God, a 
ikmk%givini hfnm^ f&r %mAins Mr. arimim»n% is 
b$ Uit Mif^ier of tAte pmiBh^ in tk$ ream ^ Mr. M&r* 

Mi h^iw itUghi^ and sufpriB$d ih^ p^k wmt 
ui the 9miiA ^ a thuHk$givins hfrnn^ h mi mrf to* 
iilf t& b$ e^i^'tuii f ^Though the fimt piatim th« 
hymn they could scarcely sing fbr grief, yet tiie latter 
part of it they all could sing m a m^re cheerful key. 

Submlidve at thy thre^e O Ged| 
We own the jttitfee ©f thy r©d 1 
^Tii thine to t@B«i U\y Ju%«A@atB dewn^ 
^k euri td wd^ thy will he doaei 

Vanlib^ tt&sk fPAt eamftt«ir>i «lfbt| 
Late ihmie a itftf dlvinily hriffi \ 
€^uMiat tdtti^ ^tstei^ o^er te rasiii 
That leadi to h^aln^tt and Oed» 

ttt* 
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Ten thousand stars at thy command, 
Shall sliine upheld in thy ri^ht hand : 
Thy sovVeagn powV creates the ray. 
That turns our darkness into day. 

Display this gracious pow'r divine : 
Bid Lord a brighter light still shine : 
And make thy servant now proclaim » 
With light and life the Savior's name. 

With thankful hearts we bless the Lord. 
Who with his wonted grace hath heard 
His humble suppliants tell their grief, 
And send them down such quick relief. 

Baptize thy servant from above. 
With that celestial flame of love. 
Then ev'ry heart shall feel thy pow'r, 
And ev'ry tongue thy grace aidore. 

O may this glorious grace be giv^n, 
That leads to holiness and heav'n : 
Then tribes of new-born souls shall sing. 
The glories of our conqu Ving King. 

Though the hymn at once created a universal ecsta- 
sy of joy; yet, O.what the people further felt when 
Mr* Brightman, in a most appropriate prayer hefore 
the sermon, addressed the Majesty of Heaven, that 
he would bless him with all those needed graces of his 
most holy Spirit : so as that he might accomplish tlic 
charge an unexpected Providence had involved upon 
him. That the love of God would fill him with a love 
to those souls, which were now become the objects of 
his peculiar attention and cai*e ; and that such zeal 
as he had nev^r felt before, might animate him to pe- 
culiar exertions for their eternal good. Nor were the 
people less struck at the appropriate text he chose on 
tills occasion, ** I determined to l^now nothing among 
you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.*' , The 
whole of that passage having been made the subject 
of recent conversation between him and Mr. Love- 
good, with the greatest solemnity he informed thf> 
people, that it was his full determination, not to ad- 
dress them " with the enticing words of man's wFs- 
iom : but that with simplicity, and godly sincerity. 



» 
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it was his entire aim, to have his conversation among 
them, and to dedicate himself to their good with his 
whole heart, and with his whole souK To this he 
added, that as he was sure he was sent in answer to 
their many prayers J and especially to the prayers 
and exertions of their late Minister, so he requested 
he might have an interest in their fervent prayers, 
that he might be upheld in the sacred work ; especial- 
ly as he felt himself so unequal to fill the station of 
one, who was so eminently useful, and so highly de- 
voted to Gk)d» In short, it appeared among them all, 
as though Mr. Mcrryman was actually risen from 
the grave. So that it would be difficult to determine 
whether the excessive grief the people were called 
to sustain on the previous Sunday, while tliey were 
paying their last token of respect to the memory of 
Mr. Merryman : or the ecstacy of joy, occasioned by 
this unexpected event, had the moi*e powerful effect 
on the people's minds. 

At the conclusion of the sermoi}, Mr. Sprightly 
hrmsc^If, was seen in the singing gallery,< and' heard 
giving out the following hymn ; which was sung with 
astonishing ecstacy and delight. 

Commission'd from the Lord of hosts, 
Servant of God arise and shine; 
Arise and gird thine armor on. 
And prove the strength of Jesus thine* 

Go dare the dreudful powers of sin ; 
From conq'ring" and from conquer go : 
Strike with the Spirit's mighty sword, 
And bring the vanquish'd monster low. 

Strong in the strength of God alone, 
Let Satan the first sinner feel, 
The fenergy of truth divine. 
The vengeance of thy holy zeal. 

As darkness flies before the sun. 
And seeks a region where to dwell. 
Remote from earth in worlds unknown, 
Hard by the dismal gloom of Hell.^ 

So learn to make delusion fly. 
And with the beams of Gi^spel light 
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• 

ChftM down tK« \ofif pridd of mta 
Pown to tho Khudsi otottdltii Aif ht. 

Nor lit thy fofikri preimme to quoU 
Tho flAme that kindlei on thy he^rti 
Btronfth more than oqual to thy diiyi 
The i^rtat Johorah ih4ll lm]^ftrt« 

In woaknoi« thaU thy ttronffth bo fbondi 
Whtlo unbelif f ihi^l ihrink ftway, 
As linnen hufftt the bandi of doathi 
And rtiio to blofti &e Ooipel day. 

Thnt may thy MthM atrvaat ^'ovo 
The Champion of tho Lord moit ^f h| 
Thui upg*e tho llni^Vlof oombat on, 
The battle win, and fain the iky. 

After the tervlee wai ovei^i I will Uw% the read^ 
to eoqjteture the jt^yfbl salutations l^m every qutr* 
teri that erowded In upon Mr. Brlghtmani when Mr. 
Sprightly and he returned topthe^ IVom the Church i 
hiesinng and praising Gbd^ for such mx unexpected 
mercy» after such ^ cflamltious event. The unhappy 

tloom which sat upon eve4*y countenance* seemed to 
e hanishedi they now perceived that while ttie \oice 
ei prayer^ most tervently oi^red up ft*om house to 
house (br the pi*eservation of the invaluable UDi of 
Mr. Merrvman, was not to be answ^>ed» vet that 
tiie Lord had In reserve Ibr them^ the conmnua^on 
of the same mercy» though through anoth^ chuind. 
They could now bless (Mif that while &ey had been 
benefitted by the bright eiti^nple which had been set 
before themi in the Uh and death of Mr. M^ryman^ 
the light of divine truth was still vouchsafed for their 
future good. Long live Mr. Tugwdli if the unint^r- 
ruptod nlessing of such a Minister is to be continued 
to the people of Sandover therebyi and that every 
mitred head, might foel the wisdom of filling our 
Britiih Sion, with such Ministers as are thus ^^made 
wise to win souls to Christ $'' allowing tiiem at tiie 
same time a little more a^w-rrnm^ iiat they m» 
exert their wisdom and seal a UtUe more ^Kt6ndM« 
tyf in their ddightfol worki 
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BETWEEN MR, BRIGHTMAN, MR. WHIMSEY, MR. SLAPDASH, 

AND MR. SPRIGHTLY. 



ENTHUSIASM DETECTED. 

THE settlement of Mr. Brightman among the 
inhabitants of Sandoyer, had now fully taken 
place. He became an inmate at Mr* Sprightly's 
where he had his board and lodging, and where he 
could at the same time, hear much of the pleasing 
and profitable conduct of the late Mr. Merryman, to 
which , he was inquisitively attentive ; heing fully 
determined, for the good of the people, to follow liim^ 
as he followed Christ. 

It seems however that, very soon afterwards, he 
met with a little interruption, by an unexpected visit 
from his late Rector Mr. Whimsey, who called upon 
him, on his retuiti home from a Town of considera- 
ble magnitude in the north, where, as he expressed 
himself, a great work of God had been carrying on, 
though many of them, since then, hsuAfallen from grace. 
I question if Mr. Brightman would have accepted 
this offer, though he could scarcely have done other- 
wise, out of civility but for the following circum- 
stances. 

He expected a visit, just at the same time, from 
good old Mr. Slapdash; whose constitutional warmtli, 
was still regulated by a sound judgment, and excel- 
lent disposition ; and who perhaps was better calcu- 
lated for such a controversy, as next took place, than 
the more thoughtful, and judicious Mr. Lovegood. 
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Mr. Whlmsey accordingly arrlired, and visited 
Mr. BriKktman at his lodgiiiga. Botli Mr. Bright- 
maiit and Mr. Slapdash viere just then paying some 
visits about the Town. Mr. Sprightly therefore sent 
a note after them^ informing thenii that a Oentlemim 
had arrived at his house* who appeared to . him to be 
half crazy } and wanted to see Mr. Brightman di- 
rectly. They accor'lingly returned* and the conver- 
sation after a short inti*oduction^ thus commenoed. 



Whim* Sir ! finding that Sandover was not much 
out of my way» I thought I would call on my return^ 
and tell you what a glorious woric is carrying on in 
the north } for I ))erroived> when you were my Cu- 
mte» that you were but a babe in knowUige. 

Bri. Sir* I love to hear of good new*s> if it be really 
good. 

fFhim. Good Sir ! what can be better i at one of 
the public prayer-meetingBi there were eleven convin- 
ced of sin» eight set at liberty ; and three were made 
perfect ; and are now as ft*eo from sin as they will be 
in Heaven. 

Stapd. Wliat state was tiie moon in when all this 
happened ? 

fHim. Sir» it was near the fUU ; for I remember 
it was very light, when we went home, and we did not 
break up till near twelve : ** the Lord was so much 
among us.*' 

Slapd. I thouffht it must have been about that lime | 
for some sort of people are always worse about th^ 
full, and change of the moon. 

ff^Afm. Why, I hope Sir yon don't call all this jreat 
work of Godf madness | as tlie heathen Festus thought 
St. Paul was mad, when he told his experience. 

Bri. No Sir, I hope we shall never coned ve tiiat 
which deserves to be called a great work of Gk>d, to 
be the effect of madness, for that brings disorderly 
sinners to the possession of their sober senses^ that 
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Viey may serve God with ^< all wisdom and spiritaal 
undei^standing.*' 

Whim. Why Sir, it is wonderful how powerfully 
these people were convinced of sin, as in a mommtf 
so that their screams and cries for mercy, were heard 
all the Chapel over« And don't we read how << the 
Spirit convinces the world of sin ; and when three 
thousand people were pricked to the heart, how th^ 
all cried, ** Men and brethren, what must we do to 
be saved !** 

Sri* Does it in the least appear, that they, one and 
all, cried out at the same time, so as to interrupt the 
Apostle in his preaching? Is it not rather *evidentf 
that they first heard Peter's sermon, with very serious 
attention, and then waited, though with eager surprise 
till a proper opportunity was given them to ask the 
important question, << what must we do ?'' or in other 
language, << how shall we escape from the wrath to 
come V* Or does it s^pear though the occasion was 
so extraordinary, while their convictions were so 
powerful and strong, that there were any of those 
hysterical ravings and screamings, that we have heard 
of in other places ? Witii what calmness and delibe* 
ration the Apostle answers this solemn and important 
query : <^Then Peter said unto them. Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost« For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off 5 
even as many as.tlie Lord our God shall call.^' And 
still addressing their reason, we are further told, how 
that '* with many other words did he testify and exhort 
saying, save yourselves, or be ye saved,"*^ from this 
untoward generation,^' concluding evidently, tliat they 
were all capable of receiving his instructions witb 
rational atid attentive minds* 

And now Sir, allow me to ask, if there be any, even 
the most distant similarity between suph meetings afs 

« ^Aets ii, 38, 39^ 40, the origiuftl expWPAtm if pMBire* 
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you hare lately attended, and the assembly recorded 
in the Acts, where so many souls in the fnU exercise 
of their understanding, wei-e so effectttally converted 
from sin to God I. 

Whim. Why to be sure : when Sally Jakes was 
convinced of sin, her screams were so loud, that they 
were heard quite out in the streets* And when Jofaii 
Anvil the blacksmith received conviction, for a while^ 
two men could scarcely hold him; but he has been a^ 
sad drunken sinner ; and no wonder that his convic*- 
tions were so strong : and as for Susan Simple, though 
she was more quiet, yet when i^e was wnvinced, she 
was so overpowered, that it was some time before she 
was brought into her senses. 

Slwpd* Perhaps the blacksmith might have had a 
drop too muchf just before he came into the chapel ; 
and as to the woman you speak t)f, I should really be 
apt to suspect the good that any persons are supt- 
posed to get, while they ape out of their senses* 

Whim* Whv I have known persons converted in 
tlie midst of their sin9 ; and when persons are not 
altogether in their senses, why cannot God, even 
then, reach the heart ? 

8lapd. Sir, we are not about to limit the Holy One 
in his divine operations upon the hearts of men ; but 
still it becomes us to beware of those human mix^ 
tures, which may lay us open to a variety of decep- 
tions, respecting the work itself. It was not above 
three Sundays ago, when a miserable, drunken feU 
low, came into my Church, and while there, in my 
address to sinners at the conclusion of the sermon^ 
his convictions, for. a while, almost overpowered his 
reason, and he cried out in such a manner, tiiat the 
congregation was somewhat disturbed ; but this was 
an extreme of passion, which we attempted imme- 
diately to correct. And afterwards when I had an 
interview with the poor creature, I was happy to find 
there was nothing irrational, or impr(^er in the ac- 
count he gave of himself, but that such an overpow- 
ering sense of the evil of sin, was just then, more 
than he could sustain; 
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^jpri. Whep ovr late dear Minifiter preached his 
last sermon among us» and fainjted away in the pul- 
pit, and was carried out of the Church like a corpse ; 
while many of us apprehended that immediate disso- 
lution might have been the result ; no wonder that 
such overpowering eflfects were produced upon the 
congregation^ that some were thrown into strong 
hysterics, whose constitutional feelings were too weak 
to bear the shock. There was a rational cause for 
all our sorrows, and we could not help ourselves^ 
iior resist their excessive effects. 

Bri. Nor shall I ever forget, though I was then 
but ten years of age, the pangs of grief my dear mo- 
ther was thrown into, when my Father, struck with 
apoplexy ,^ was brought home, all but breathless, and 
covered with blood, the temple artery having been 
cut, to preserve his life, if possible. No wonder at 
her ecstacies, while she bad four children, and one an 
infant at lier breast, and almost all her expectations 
cut off by this sudden stroke. 

Slapd. And if the things of eternity are of infinite- 
ly greater importance, than those of time and sense^ 
I apprehend we can never feel more than we should, 
on the discovery of our exceeding sinfulness before 
God. 

Bri* As far as this goes, we shall all agree : for 
could we feel as much as we should, under a convic- 
tion of our sinfulness, it would be more than our hu- 
man constitutions could sustain ; and, especially, at 
the discovery of these evils in a more immediate, 
and unexpected manner. I have oftentimes thought, 
what a strong exemplification we have of this al« 
mighty power, respecting some whom St. Paul men- 
tions, who belonged to the Corinthian Church, and 
who came into their assemblies, though unbelievers^ 
<' were convinced of all, and judged of all, and thus 
falling down on their faces, worshipped God, and 
reported that God was in them of a truth r** Ihe 

♦ I Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 

. VOX. III. 19 
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times were extraordinarj^ and the occasion was ex- 
traordinary ; and no wonder at such extraordinary 
effects. 

Whim. Well, and so it is in the present day^ at 
times, in our meetings and chapels* 

Bri. Then is there no reason to suspect a false 
imitation of such times and seasons ? It shall how- 
GTer be most readily granted, that the same divine 
power is needed, in all ages of the Church, to lead 
the convinced sinner, to the knowledge of salvation. 
But I have before now observed to you Sir, that these 
sort of instafdaneon^ impulses are at best, but very 
dubious evidences, if any evidences at all, of the re- 
ality of this divine power. 

Whim. Why, is it not evident, that the three tiiou- 
sand you have mentioned, under Peter's sermon, 
knew not only the place, but the very momtnU in 
which they were convinced of sin, and did not those 
also feel the same, who <^ fell down on their faces, 
and acknowledged that Grod was in them of a truth V^ 
Spri. Though I was increasingly struck at the 
excellent things I heard from the lips of our late 
dear Minister, yet I must confess, I kjiow nothing of 
such an impressive mxm^nty as Mr. Whimsey seems 
to insist upon. . 

Bri. Though it may not be necessary to inquire 
about tbe moment of a sinner's conversation ; yet we 
are ready to admit the fact that there are thousands 
in the world, who can remember the time and place^ 
in which Divine mercy was first manifested to their 
hearts, ^ow many there are, who well recollect the 
first sermon they ever heard with a divine effect : 
or perhaps some other providential means, which 
might have brought about the same desirable end. 
And yet I think it is not an improbable coiyecture, 
that many of those who heard Peter's first sermon^ 
might formerly have been the hearers of John tbe 
Baptist, preaching repentance in the wilderness of 
Judea ; and that some former convictions they then 
received, were afterwards^ more strongly and pow« 
pfuUy revived. 
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Slapd. Nop need we deny that which tbf^ Scrip- 
tures have positively revealed^ respecting the Apo!»- 
tie Paul^ the Philippian jailor^ and Zaccheus the 
publican, whose immediate conversions were accom- 
plished by an immediate operation of a Divine power 
to each of their minds* And yet others, who were 
evidently made partakers of the same grace, were 
wrought upon In a very different manner. The ti- 
mid Nicodemus, who through fear, could not venture 
to come to Jesus, but by night ^ was certainly seek- 
ing for something be felt he needed from him i other- 
wise he would have entirely kept away. Yet after- 
wards, when the light of divine truth had shone more 
powerfully upon his mind^ he became more confident 
in his profession, and proved it by his more coura- 
geous zeal, when with Joseph of Arimathea, he 
evidently proved, he was not ashamed to own our 
crucified Lord, when be brought his costly spices at 
his funeral. 

The same gradual increase was evidenced upon 
the mind of the pious Centurion^ whose ^<prayers» 
and whose alms came up as a memorial before God, 
a long time before he heard from Peter, ^*V)ords 
^herdnf he sbaM be saved ;^^ and probably a similar 
instance of divine grace, was manifested to Lydia 
also, who attended ^^ where prayer was wont to be 
made,'' before she knew St. Paul $ and whose heart 
the Lord afterwards more fully opened. And surely 
there can be no doubt but that such as were brought 
to accept the salvation of the Grospel, by a mere gra- 
dual change from darkness to light, are not less the 
children of the light and of the day,' than others. 

Whim. I must say, that in this I entirely differ 
from you both. I doubt not, but that all of them 
knew the very momeni in which they were converted. 
I shall never forget the very spot on which I received 
the forgiveness of my sins. It was out in a tliunder- 
stormt I thought << cannot God make the sun shine 
through that black cloud V* and, almost directly, the 
sun shone out as bright as ever I beheld it. And 
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♦ 
then again, I thou^t cannot God in tiie same manner 
break into mj soul, and forgive me all Ay sins ? aiid 
immediately as if it had been a roice from Heaven, it 
came to me, "Tlty sins are tbrglven thee/* Aiid 
from that very moment, I had peace with God. And 
as to my wife^ she received her pardon one night 
when she was asleep ; for she heard tiie voite of aif 
Angel, as plainly speak to her, as if she had heen 
wide awake, ** Daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins 
are forgiven thee :'* and this is tihe way she came by 
her pardon. 

Bri. Now Sir, will yon give n poor babe leave to 
say, when texts of scripture are brought home to peo- 
ple's minds in such a fanciful mantier, in my opinion 
very delusive consequehces may be the result. I first 
ask, by what authority do I take such passages, as 
though they were designed as an express revelation 
individually to me ? If my recollection reminds me of 
tliem, does it not become me to examine whether I 
possess the same humble, penitent, believing frame of 
mind, as they possessed, to whoih they were origi- 
nally addressed I then the dame blessing is certainly 
mine, as well as theii*s. Nor does a strong, or fan- 
ciful recollection of them add in the least to the bles- 
sing contained in them. If of hcSrWlse, the stronger 
fancy operates, the stronger a lying delusion inay 
operate upon my mind : for none but penitent believ-^ 
ers will ever be pardoned, however a deluded fhncy 
may deceive them. Not that I deny the superinten- 
dency of the Holy Spirit, to bring home different 
passages of scripture to the mind ; but it is a duty we 
owe to ourselveis, to consider them in all their own 
bearings, before we take the consolation of them to 
ourselves. 

Whim. Well Sir, if you stal think the Holy Spirit 
may bring texts of scripture to the mind, I hope I 
and my wife had them prdperfy brought home to our 
minds. But surely you donnt deny the power of 
prayer, and at that meeting I mentioned, it is Won- 
derful how Sally Fancy received forgrreneiss^ while 
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ihey were praying over her, that she might be set at 
Kberty / telling flie Lord, « he must do it, because 
they prayed in faith, and that if Christ did not do it 
diretMy, fhep would tdl Ms Father of him.^* and it 
was just then the light broke in upon her soul. 

Bri. But Sir, is &is the proper language for sin- 
ners to make use of before the ietemal throne of God, 
when our minds should be filled with the deepest 
revrence and awe ? 

Whim. O Sir! they only use the same sort of lan- 
guage that flie importunate Widow did before the 
UBjust Judge. 

Bri. But are we to conceive that such metaphors 
and allusions can produce a proper apology for such 
daring expressions ? Can tlie importunate language 
of that Widow, before an unjust Judge, sanction a 
similar address before an infinitely iust and holv 
God? ^ ^ ^ 

Whim. Perhaps some of the exhorters may go too 
fkr. But I am sure he pardoned them, or he would 
not have Justified Sally Fancy, which immediately 
took place | so that she got up from . her knees, ani 
began singing with the preachers directly. And just 
then, anotiier women received favgiveness, and began 
to sing with several others. But as it happened, 
they struck up in such different tunes, <hat it was 
impoltsible to find what was sung ; and if it had not 
been for that and anotiier circumstance, just at that 
time, there would have been singing all the Chapd 
over. 

Slapd. I have a little curiosity to ask, what that 
other drcamstanee could have been ^ 

Whim. Why two persons, w!m> were told what 
marvellous doings were carrying on at the Chapel 
about that time, in hopes of being convinced of sin, 
just then came in, but /or want of faith, in that in- 
stahce, they could not obtain it ; and yet one of them 
prayed so eai*nestly, that he was all in a sweat, and 
his eyes were ready to start out of his head ; and one 
of these men felt so much, that it was as much as two 

19^ 
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p«9ple OQuId df^ to hold hiA d(9Wii> for be wasted, 
to rua away b^fpire.he was oQitvinoed ; but thf coii* 
stablea.k^pt.all i^ qydet aai.tbty could.'"' 

m^. Really 3ir, if I had been there^ I ahaiM. 
have thqMght mjBtHS in Be^jltm* 

WJiinu Bedto?!! Sir ! why ,what coaUr ha^ve .bean 
move glorious ! And while, I was prayinpiu one ioor* 
ner of the chapels I h^^i^.sfit^. strong fiiithigji^Wime^ 
for Jennet Meagrim, one of the clawK-JeaAecif . that 
she instiuitly received tlu. second W^shig of chrirtian 
per&ctiont and I am .sure itwasat that rery.moBKittt 
I prayed in faith that it might be given her» and now* 
she is asfrufrom mt as $be wiU te in hto^ftu 

Slapd^ Whaty . white isli^ is still carrying, ahoirt 
with ber. f ^ a b^dy of sin aiid death ! !'^ 

Brim I confess^ Mr»: Wbim^ey^ I neyer cool^ nn- 
d^rstfuul your doctriu^ of pfdrfectiM^ and it appean 
to me such a sort of imperfect perfection after M, 
that a person will do better without it than, with it ; 
for as to the m^der rem^al. law» that som^ of you 
talk aboujL^ that if we dp aawell as we ouiy instea4 
of df)ing as well.ap we ^A^tmMy that is all the law n9Uf 
reqtuires ; if ^scouf^ of y^urj&kinds are contented wilb 
such a loose iaw», I confess.! am .not«t 

Slapd. It is te be hopcid that every real Christian 
has a perfisctf pr an.upright heart : but Hm I we have 
so much ,te cpntend .-witbK frumthe remains.of corr 
nipt|onthattbe.b€8tof,u«bay:^.nepdto.cry5. '^God 
be merqiful Jtx> me a sinner !'* 

Widm* O Sir ! Jennet Meagrim said, she directly . 
felt sin de^trpy^d in ber» root and hrqM^ jand ti^at it 
went through her like a flash of lightniug* and im* 
mediately shc^ cried pqt for jpy^ ^^ J3e is come \ he is 
come!'* 

* It is too true,.tb^t the ciirQ maffistrate has been undec thn 
necessity of emplojinr the peace officers, to guard against the 
eril coasequencs of these wild proceedialps. so contrary to the 
decwacy and order the. '~-*-^*- — --— 
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jSibi|Hl* Fhiy Sif, dottH y9a tbink a de^ <[>f allilas 
is prodno^d hf violeat and io^ropiei^ eSbrts, upon tiie 
aidiBal passioBS^ that in ni&er pnjud^al^ ^an be- 
ncftdal to tbat real goody wUcb God commuBieates 
to the heaH ? 

WMm* Sisty what can be better) tiiantobeper- 
fbotly fpeedi from all Mr ? 

BrL Mliy I ad:> SSstf when I lived with you, wic» 
it an imagination or a reality^ tiiat made Mrs. Whim- 
sey^» Budd fiittiey that she was parfeet^ when three 
daya^afbir^ sh^ feH into a violent passion with hicr 
ndatpess^ becaaso she thought proper to look up the 
p^^r and^mdt, and not to allow ^r to keep the key 
of tho batler any longer^ 

lf%jni« O Sify shelostit for a whtle^ but she 19 
trjring to reeo^^^rit again. 

Btu May I ask agmn .Sir» how far you recolleet 
the tricks which were played off, some years agp, by 
Dr. Demanadukeand otters, when animal niagnetism 
was in vogue i What strai^^ and astonishing effects 
w^re produced thereby} and are not the efforts now 
making very similar, whenpeo^e are so strongly 
urged to expect such unwarrantable impulses^ which 
they aretofconceive^as^being ai«)h^si|f neeessary 
to tiie salvati<Hi of the soul i 

Sbipd* . Tes, and these sort of devotions seem to 
be offered np much in thosame style .of the ancient 
exorcists^ as though the Devil actually possessed the 
minds of some, who needed deliverance by such ef- 
forts of extraordinary imprecations, as at times, are 
very shocking and profime. 

WHm. O Sir ! I believe the Devil at times; and 
among some people, has gp^eat power ov^ the human 
mind, and we always find the deliverance is granted, 
when the preachers are the most violent and earnest 
in prayer I for you knpw^ f^ the kingdom of heaven 
suffer^ violence/' and just when I wasmost earnest, 
then it was, thatJennetM^^agrimreeetTetlpct/ectioTF.^ 

Bri. Surely Sir, as a beneficed Clergyman, you 
were not one of the actors^ in this stage of entiiu^ 
siasmu 
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ffUm. O DA Sur ! My fraigfir of ftiithf vhb afi^iicd 
up quite priFatoly, at one coriier of tbe Chapd ; and 
I know a good» bithful souU who was . a wsisbisr- 
womaii^ that aaid, she was sure to hare fine weather 
to dry her linen^ if she could but pray in faith.* 

Slapd. I should hardly suppose^ that the Lord 
would alter the course of the cloudSf for tiie siJlc of 
gratifying an old womaut during her washing-we^. 

Whim. O Sir, if yon don't belieTe it, I do. And 
I remember another good lady^ who was a nulUner 
at Bath ; expecting that there might soon be a Court 
mourningy she in faith^ made up a great number of 
mourning caps ; and while her husband thought that 
she was doing wrongs fearing that much mi|^t he 
lost for want of customers; she went up stairs, and 
laid the caps before the Lord in praypr, and there was 
almost immediately a coprt mourning ; which as it 

* MvLch of this false eonfidisn^ in prayer, seems to originate 
fh>m a conceited excellency In our derotions, arising from fhe 
mere strength of our imaginations. But where a spirit of 
warm and wise deration is men, for any particnlar massiaif , 
may we not takv it aus « go(xl indication, that it is the gracioas 
design of God to answer such supplications ? Certainly we may, 
ihr ** the effectual fenrent prayer of the righteous man arcdleth 
much ;^ hut then we should have a seriptural warrant for what 
we ask, for instance. There is a wide difference between that 
prayer of faith, .which was given to some by a miraculous im«> 
pulse, before miracles were withheld ; while there is still a 
prayer of faith, an answer to which every real Christian ha& 
yet a riffht to expect its being gisanted. While we cannot wt^ 
too much confidence, yet with reverence, pray for all those spiri- 
tual blessing^ which are promised in Christ Jesus, to all be- 
lievers; yet diffidence equally becomes us, while we lawfully 
ask that which God may most riffhteoosly refuse to grant We 
may smd should pray ferventiv for. our own daily preservation ^ 
and as we are sociable beings, ror the preservation of useftil and 
valuable lives, and for the salvation <» our earnest and dearest 
friends and relatives : but we hare no wairant to oonclude oar 
prayers niu^ at all times be answered, and that according to the 
strength of our imaginations. In many instances like these, 
God may try our patience, by very painful denials, while some 

good people, not altogether freed from a degree of innocent en- 
lusiasm, may be brought into considerable perplexities, when 
such blessings, which xre lawfblly azui properly pray ^r, ar^ 
stiil wittdield. 
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turned out, tttfaed in, mast Woiiderftdfy to her profit ; 
so thcit yoit see Sir, the Lord led her right. 

Slapa. [Smiles.] Well, this is the first time in all 
my life, that ever I heard of capi being laid before 
the Lord.* 

Bri. You kitdw Sir, when I was your Curate, we 
had frequent discussions on these subjects, and we 
neyer could agree ; but I fear that all these strange 
impulses, and impressions upon the fancy, wiiich 
naturally lead to the grossest misconceptions of the 
power of Divine grace, have an unhappy tendency, 
most sadly to mislead. I confess, I was at times 
incKned to suspect the reality of tiiese things alto- 
gether, till better taught. And I greMly bless God 
for that kind Providence which has directed me into 
these parts, where, I trust, I have seen genuine 
Christianity, without any of these wild extravagancies 
exemplified in all those wise and holy finiits jof righte- 
ousness, which must abound in them, who are blessed 
with the purifying knowledge of the Gkiqiel upott thd 

1ie&i%. 

I am satisfied with you Sir, that a saving discovery 
of the evils of sin, can never be made kn6wn to us ; 
but by the convincing influences of the Holy Spirit, 
and that this is the ground work of ail genuine re- 
pentance, and conversion to 'God, — ^but I cannot be- 
lieve, that this blessed grace, is created in us, as by 
a momentary impulse 5 but tiiat it becomes a living, 

*!' t^iie reader has this story just as I had it from the ladj 
herself many years ago. She was a very innocent and well* 
intentioned enthusiast. Many may ha^e weak heads but up* 
right hearts. The had consequences of trusting on whimsical 
impressions, may not have the same effect on all, though it is not 
my wish to cause mv weak brother or sister to offend ; yet foUies 
of this sort, are too ahandant and notorious to be hid. 

I am very hapj^y to acknowledge at tiie same time, that many 
of the most judicious, beloneingto the same body in which tbe^e 
eath^siatftical scenes are euibifed . enter tfaeir most fldenn pro- 
test against them; Aeir henoaraUe testimony in oppoatian to 
such erils, deserves the highest thanks from all, who better un- 
derstand the Spirit^s work, ^an to stkppose sui^ disorderiy e^- 
hR)itiens, can be the result efcomBini^moaa from a Beings trbo 
is infinitely wise and good* 
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and growing principle abiding in us, directing us to 
hate sin, as tlie worst of evils, and enabling us to 
watch and pray against it all the days of our lives. 

I am therefore wdl persuaded, that while the work 
of Divine grace, may have its imperceptible begin- 
nings, it cannot be imperceptible in its progress, 
and its beneficial effects* That it is as impossible to 
have holy sorrow of mind, without feeling it, jua it 
is to have agonisinff pain of body, without being sen- 
sible of it. And with your leave, I equally bear, iny 
humble testimony against your idea c^ instantaneous 
pardon, and forgiveness; for though we must be 
either pardoned or not pardoned, in the eternal mind 
of God, yet the evidence, or sense of that pardon, 
can only be made known to me, as I find I am bless- 
ed with that ^' faith, which is of the operation of 
God," and which consequently, will enable me to 
bring forth fruit to his glory ; and these are the only 
evidences that the Scriptures warrant; and on which 
^esoul max safely rely, 

TTkSn. Sir, I can't tds:e in your doctrine «t all | is 
it not said, ** the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly 
come into his temple/' 

Bri. And so he i&d, when the Infant Saviour, un« 
expectedly came into his Father'^ Temple, to receive 
the dedicating ordinance of circumcision: but to 
found an argument on such mere allusions, is never 
the way to convince those, who expect a reason for 
what they are to believe. 

Slapd. In my opinion, this notion of instantaneous 
pardon, as from an express rerodaUon, is more ob- 
jectionable than the former, and creates presumptuous 
hypocrites, by thousands. 

8pri. I cannot see any material difference between 
the faith of Mr Whimsey, and the faith of those 
Antinomians, who have lately attempted to gain a 
footing in our Town ; for while the one set talk as if 
no faith were genuine, which does not come into the 
mind by an instantaneoi|s impulse ; the otiiers insist 
upon it, that &i11i is notiiing but a were believing in 
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the direct testimony of the word: that as Christ has 
performed the Redeemer's office^ therefore he is their 
Redeemer, only because they believe it, even 'while 
they are Uving in adultery, or cutting a throat.* — 
Yet these botii presume they are right, from the 
mere fancy, or fond persuasion of the mind ; while 
Vfe can have no scriptural evidence that we are 
justified by faith, according to St. Paul, but as we 
have works to justify our faith, according to St. 
James. 

Whim. Why Mr Slapdash, I always thought you 
were a Calvinist. 

Slapd. Yes sir, I am a Calvinist ; and that ma^es 
me such an enemy to all sorts of Antinomianism. 
But if you mean to call lufiy of us Calvinists, supposing 
we implicitly adopt the creed tiiat Calvin has made out 
for us to believe, we renounce the name, however we i 

may revere the memory of the man. We wish no 
more to follow him, than others who were the great 
lights, who sprung up in that day. But if the charge 
is, that we are led by the same spirit to adopt the same 
truths that were admitted, without. controversy, for a 
hundred years after the reformation ; we most readily 
yield to the charge. But pray Sir, may we be favoured 
with the definition of what you call Calvinism ? 

Whim. Why Sir, many with whom I have been 
acquainted, thus explain what it means. <^ If we are 
elected, do whatever wickedness we willf we are sure 
to be saved ; and if we are not elected, let us do what 
we can io be saved, we are sure to be damned. '^ 

Bri. Now Mr. Whimsey, let me seriously ask yoa 
this question. I was your Curate for sixteen months 
and at times you heard me preach, and though you 
frequently told me that I was leaning too much towards 
Calvinism, did you ever hear me drop a single hintf 
which could have the most distant tendency towards 
sentiments like these ? or from what pulpits^ or from 
what Minister did you ev^ hear language so htaa- 
phemous and profane ? 

. * See Dialogrne 3a. _^ 
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Whim, Not directly 80« but liiifl is what is imder- 
stood by Calvinism* 

Slap. Understood by Calvinism !'-This fully proves 
that you understand nottumg about it» when tbose 
Ministers, you and others so artfully and unmercifully 
malign, are ever urging just the reverse. Are weiK>t 
ever pressing upon our ciireless h^arers^ that vc^hile 
they are despisers, and profane neglecters of the 
means of grace, while they will not come unto Christ 
that they may have life, that they give every evid^ice 
in their power agt^ust themselves, tbait they are 
^^ given over to a reprobate mind," and are therefore 
permitted in just wrath to commit *^ all uncleanness 
with greediness.^" and are we not ever assuring ail 
those, who are ^< giving diligence to make their call- 
ing and election sure," that every repenting and be- 
lieving sinner, who thus cometh, the Lord will in'no 
wise cast out ? And I am further persuaded, that this 
is much purer, and safer ground to go upon, than any 
antinomian persuasion on the one band, or any of your 
enthusiastic, instantaueons impulses on the other ; and 
that before any evidences whatever can be produced. 
When will such men abstain from this wicked art of 
misrepresenting, what they cannot refute ? 

Whim. Why I must say, that some sort of preach- 
ers say things they ought not, when they want to 
deter the people from attending on your sortof ja-each- 
ing : and I confess, that such as are accused of holding 
these doctrines, are as diligent in their way, as we 
can be in ours ! nor are you so apt to faU from graced 
in your way, as we are in ours. 

Slapd. If every impression upon the imagination 
is to be called gracct no wonder that it flies off so 
speedily, and evaporates so completely* So that the 
mystery of such people falling from grafce, is easily un- 
raveled, — they fell from that they never had. How- 
ever wantonly you and othiers may charge us with 

p * Tet that misquoted expression simply means, faJOms fi^nu a 
profesaion of ike Gospel; 
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antinomiaiusm, (a foul and filtby system wecompletely 
detest,) perhaps on investigationy we shall find our ac«- 
cusers mttch nearer to it than ourselves ; for while we 
confess that every good work must have a beginnings 
yet we are not so inquisitive after first impression^ 
and for times and dates, as you and others may be. 
These go for nothing with us, but as their^ittwrc eflTects 
and consequences prove them to have been from God. 
We believe that regeneration is ^ new creation ; an 
immortal purifying seed ; which liveth and abideth 
for ever. We conclude therefore, that we have no 
right to suppose we are justified, and accepted in 
Christ, but as we are cleansed, and sanctified by 
the Spirit of Christ, dwelling in us, and enabling 
us by the grace of perseverance, to persevere unto 
the end« 

Bri. What an excellent sermon Mr- Xovegood 
preached the t)ther day, upon that text, " The Spirit 
beareth witness with our spirits, that we are the 
children of God!*' To me, he made it out, as clear 
as the light, that the Spirit l)ore witness to nothing 
but his oi$n work upon the soul, and that tiie only evi«^ 
flence the Spirit of God gives us, is by the vouchsafe- 
ment of those graces, which so blessedly belong to 
tbbse who belong to Him ; and that though we may 
hare our doubts and fears, while we find that those 
^aces are in a weak and languid state $. yet such 
^ars. If they drove us nearer to the Lord, would be 
a blessing to us, still working for our eternal good ^ 
that we might be led to put our tnore solemn, and 
entire dependence alone on him. 

And how well he proved, that such holy fears while 
they direct us to be righteous, they completely pre- 
vent us from being sclT-righteous ; for ** that we should 
trust in ourselves, tl>at we are righteous," for that 
this holy knowledge of ourselves, would further lead 
lis, not to trust on these his gracious gifts, but on him 
the merciful giver, who would become more, and 
more the confidence, and the rejoicing of our souls. 
Slapd. Now Sir> from these rf rm^fw? calvinistic sen- 
vox, iij. ^0 
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tim^ntSf you may extract ^1 the Antinomianisfii you 
can. And when I want ft further dash at these dan* 
gerouR delusions^ I am fond ^f bringing forward that 

t)assage, ** And hereby we do know that we know 
liin^ if We keep his commandments.'^* 

TFhim* I find you think us very inconsistent, but 
you are nearer to us in that pointy than I thought you 
were ; for it is upon that principle, some of us have 
grounded our doctrine of a second justification hy 
NYorks. 

Slapd. Therein we differ from you as widely as on 
other points ; we believe our sanctification has noth- 
ing at atl to do with our justification ; in short, that 
we are no more justified by our good werkSf than vrc 
are by our iad ones^ only as they are evidences of our 
being justified, so that we can from the bottom of our 
hearts iidopt the prayer, O God who seest that ** we 
put not our trust in any thing we doJ*^ Holy fruits 
being only the effects : theyfoUmo after* Our works 
WxwhJoUow us to glory, audit is to God's grace alone, 
wc ascribe all the praise. 

Whim* 1 confess, "you explain all your doctrines- 
in a very different way, to what I have heard them 
explained by many elf our preachers. 

Slapd* 1 wish with^ll my heart I could impute this 
to tlieir ignovatice, but I fear a deal of art is frcijuently 
resorted to, in order to terrify the minds of those who 
arc jiot permitted to read or think for themselves. 
Were we positively to push home, all the conclusions 
that we suppose may be drawn from the contrary 
system, as being that which was positively designed 
by the maintainers of t^at system, they would be 
justly indignant at such an unwarrantable attack. 

Supposing people are in error, they should at least 
be permitted to draw thier own conclusions, and not 
bo charged with sentiments they utterly abhor. 
Thoagh a -deluded Jew, rejoices in the murder of 
(yhrist hy his forefathers, as a just punislnnrnt du(* 

• I. John 5, 3. 



in an impostor, yet I have no i*eason to conclude lie 
"^ould rejoice in my murder, if he had it in his power. 

Whim. 1 confess, I never heard you say, when you^ 
vere my curate^ what a preacher said, tlie Calvinists 
suppose Jesus Christ might say, when a poor sinner 
f:ame to him crying for mercy. 

Slapd. What could that be ? . 

Whim. Why, the preachcTi who was rather «vn 
orator, as far as I can recollect, said thus :— suppos- 
ing a jpobr penitent, convinced of sin, was to come to 
Christ, pleading for mercy, and promising to re- 
nounce sin, and begging to be pardoned for the time 
to come ; What are we to suppose ! according to tlic 
horrid dogmas of Calvin ; O how I shudder at the 
thought, that the loving Saviour should say, Depart 
from me, you cursed, into everlasting fii^,^'i>repared 
for the Devil and his angels ; you are none of my 
elect; my blood was never shed for you! But X 
rather think he went too far. 

Slapi. Yes Sir, and with your leave, V\l venture to 
go a step further. It was, 1 fear, a designed trick z 
an artful falsehood. He must know that we conclude 
every penitent believer is already accepted in the 
purpose of Ood, or he never would have come ; for 
that ** all that the Father hath given him, sIuiU come 
to him; and that whosoever cometli he will in no 
vise cast out." 

Bri. Sir, were you not shocked at this most vile 
perversion of our sentiments ? . 

Whim. Why Sir, your opinion is, that Christ will 
never add to the number of his elect. 

Bri. Will you answer me one question : can God 
<lispense with his own foreknowledge? Can he lay 
fiside that which belongs to his infinite existence ? 
Can an infinite Being, who pre-ordains all causes, be 
ignorant of the effect which those causes must pro^ 
duce ? 

Whim. Some among us, have doubted \«^hether 
God may not dispense with his own foreknowledge. 
BH* Sir, is it possible yoqi can entertain sucli p 
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sentiment t Have fou any passi^ pf QCliptiii^e to 
bear you out ? 

Whim. I bad rather talk no mnart on tiiis subject. 

Bri. Sir* we most readily agree to drop it ; it is a 
subject too deep for us to fathom. For whatever 
God's future designs may be^ they are most wisely 
hid from us, that we may attend to that which is our 
duty, according to his commands. 

Whim. I tiiink the Calvinists are misunderstood. 
GK>cid«morning to you Gentlemen. I have a long 
i:ide to take this evening. 

8pri. ! but Sir, you must stop and dine wilii 
us. Our religious controversies should not interrupt 
our friendship and esteem for each other. 

The invitation was accepted, the same subject was 
continued at the dinner, which will not be narrated^ 
as these pages inadvertently swell beyond their first 
design, still a valuable end will be a^nswered by this 
dlalou^e, if we are led to see more of the wisdom cf 
God in his work upon the heart, and are )e$s free iT\ 
(^jpr unguarded conclusions against others^ 
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Mn. WORTHY AND FAMILY, MIt. LOVEGOOD, SIR THOMAS 
FRIEND, AND FAFA^R LITTLEWOTTH. 



vTHB AAKfi's FBOOBl&SS, 9ISGRAC£, AND VXJTS. 



THE reader's attention bas now been engaged 
for a considerable time at Sandover ; and hav- 
ing been informed ^ the happy termination of the 
melancholy death of Mr. Merryman, he is once more 
invited back to Brodkfield, to hear the conclusion of 
these events* Nothing occurred for several months 
of sufficient consequence to demand a share of the 
rea4^'6 attention^ excepting the promotion of Tho*^ 
mas Newman, to the office of Parish Clerks upon the 
death of Andrew Snuffle. This was an event of 
considerable magnitude to himself and his family. 

My Readers would have been pleased to see what 
humble attention he manifested, when, for the first 
time, he escorted the worthy Vicar from the vestry 
through the crowded aisles intp the reading desk ; 
with what becoming gravity and devotion he next en- 
tered bis own desk ; and how attentively he conduct- 
ed that part of the service, which it was now his office 
]to perform ; while the congregation could not but ad- 
mire how well he looked, dressed in a decent suit of 
grey clothes ; and indeed clad in new apparel, from 
fop to ^oa, by the benevQlence of Mr. Worthy. At 
the same time, it may easily he supposed^ what tiie 
general fedings of the large assemblage were, for 
the credit ^f tbe new Clerk of Bvookfield ChurclK 
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And as foi* poor Betty, what she feit fop him thiiHi^% 
cut the service, and especially when he raised the 
psalnHf is not so easily to be conceived. I am happy 
however to say, that he performed his office to the 
admiration of all ; insomuch, that in the church yardr 
Oiow it happened I cannot say^) Mr. Worthy and hid 
ftonily thus accosted him : ** How do you do Muter 
Newman ? we congratulate you very heartily upon, 
your preferment — You have conducted your part of 
the service admirably to our satisfaction ; and may 
you long live to enjoy your office !** While in addi- 
tion to this, it seems, Mr. Worthy, at all times affa-* 
ble and kind, gave him a friendly shake by the hand. 

No wonder that honest Thomas was quite upset, 
by such an address from this right honourable esquit^ ^ 
and how to reply he could not tell. But that he 
should, for the first time be called, Mi$ter Newman, 
surprised him most of all. He was satisfied this 
title could not have been recently imported, either 
from London or from Bath, as Mr. Worthy knew 
better, than to waste «his time or property, in visit* 
ing any places of public resort, but as necessity re-r 
quired. Brookfield Hall was his paradise; and 
there he almost constantly resided to make every one 
as happy as Iiimself. 

I question however, as modem times go, if Mr« 
Worthy went much beyond the mark, in conferring 
such a title on this respectable peasant; for if, ac- 
cording to the general courtesy which prevails 
throughout the metropolis, where evei*y shopman is 
a J^Ester, and every washerwoman and charwoman a 
MistresSf why should not the worthy Clerk of Brook- 
field Church be addressed as Mister also ? 

As for the title of JSsquire, we know to what w 
extent it is now bestowed. It belongs almost to eve- 
ry Haberdasher and Hosier, to every Lawyer and 
Lawyer's clerk, and nearly to every ApoUiecajry and 
Apothecary's scout : and of late, it seems every sprig 
of divinity at either of our universities, is an £squire, 
till the transmogrifying hand el the Btehop forbids 



that title to exist any longer. And as ereiy Esquire 
has a right to his armorial bearings^ from some of 
his renowned ancestors, no d^art>t» but by the assis- 
tance of a little endless genealogy 9 all tliese esquire$ 
may resume them, wheneverthey choose. 

Though my good friend Thomas Newman may 
thus stand registered among the Misters, from the 
ecclesiastical rank to which he has been advanced, 
yet for my sake, higher than this, I hope he will not 
attempt to climb ; for though he may deserre not a 
little credit in understanding Divinity, if not in its 
most critical, yet in its best and purest sense, better 
than many a Doctor so called. And though very fre* 
quently a wind from the Norths is apt to blow these 
honours overto us in large abundance, (fees being first 
duly paid^) yet I confess I might feel it a little mor- 
tifying, were I to hear of Doctor J^ewman, while I 
must be contented to be plain Master (alas for me !) 
all the days of my life. But yet I conceive, it Mister 
Newman really were to meet with one, who might 
be willing to pay the purchase money, for a Doctor's 
degree on his behalf; he would certainly shew his 
good sense and modesty in declining the honour, asi 
many others have done bef(H*e him. He and I hutn- 
bly acknowledge, we have never enriched the world 
by our scientific knowledge, or literary pages ; and 
therefore cannot deserve those honours, which we 
conceive to be well and wisely bestowed on those, 
whose respectable abilities, and high erudition, de- 
serve such a distinguished appella^n. And while 
many are actually deterred from accepting such ho- 
nours as would well become them, by others assum- 
ing them ; these must be left to try, how far being 
mounted upon such lofty pedestals, as were never de- 
signed for them, will make them a single atom bigg«r 
than they really are. 

fiut while we all ngoiced at the promotion of this 
engaging peasant, an unhappy event took place, which 
tried Farmer Littleworth and his family to the quick* 
The Reader wiU remember^ iiow Miss Patty Littte- 
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worth was married, much ftgainst the farmer's indi^ 
natioiif to William Frolic : and as might be expected^ 
many were the calamities which resulted from this 
unhappy match. 

After a considerable time had elapsed, the farmer 
>Yent down one Monday morning to Mr. Lovegood's, 
with the foUomng story : — 



Far. O Sir ! I hope you will excuse me, I am 
come to tell you of my fresh troubles, if you have not 
heard of them before ; Sam Blood, Ned Sparkiali, and 
my son-in-law, William Frolic, are all cast for death, 
and left for execution on Saturday next. — ^^I think my 
poor daughter will break her heart. 

Loveg. I feel for you exceedingly, but I heard of 
that news before from Mr. Worthy, who called here 
about half an hour ago, and I was just coming to give 
you a visit on this very trying event. 

Far^ t)h Sir ! what can be done ? my poor wife is 
almost in as^ much trouble aa my daughter, for though 
at first, she was quite as much against the match as I 
could be, but when he made ever so many vows and 
promises that he would reform, she began to give way, 
and she now blames herself, that she was not more 
resolute against iU 

Loveg. Ah Mr. Littleworth ! we have very little 
season to hope for the reformation of manners, with* 
out the renovation' of the iieart. 

Far. Aye aye. Sir, I know that is very true--nBttt 
what can be done f if he could only be saved from the 
gallows, that is all I want* He is such a wicked, wild 
Made, that I should not at all care if he were to be 
transported to Botany Bay for life?, if it wwe only 
that he might be banished from his wicked compa- 
nions« 

Laveg. Sir, had wc not better walk to the Hall, 
and consult with Mr. Worthy on this unhappy occa- 
sion ? 
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Par* If the 'Squire sbqald not tUnk us intrading, I 
should be very glad if his honour would but suffer us 
to trespass a little on bis time, that we maj hayesome 
of his good advice* 

Lorveg. We all know how willing he is to gire hit 
Idnd counsel on every needed occasioiv-^Come Sir^ 
let US go directly. 

JUrs. Loroeg. Oh my dear ! you must not go to Mr* 
Worthy's in that shabby hat and coat. [To the maid.] 
Nelly, st^ up stairs, and bring down your Master's 
other coat and waistcoat, and his best hat* 

Loroi^. Never mind my dear, Mr. Worthy won*{ 
be offended at my old coat ; no man more easily dis^ 
penses with the formalities of dress. 

Mrsp Loroeg* But you know, Sir Thomas and Lady 
Friend are there, and I should be ashamed to see you 
go out of the house, without something better to ap- 
|»ear in before such company. 

[Mr. Lovegood submits, and is properly equipped. 
The Farmer and he are introduced into tiie library ; 
Tvh^re Mr. Worthy and Sir Thomas were in conver- 
fiatton over some new-inT?nted models, for the inei^ 
provement of husbandry.] 

Lorctg. Sir, I am afraid we interrupt you, but we 
wait upon you for your advice, respecting the distress- 
ing situation of Mr. Littleworth's family.— His wife 
:and daughter ai«e almost broken-hearted. 

Wor. Come in j sit down : Sir Thomas^^'Ud \ wer6. 
only talking over this new-invented thn^hing ma^ 
chine, and some other improvements in husbandry ^• 
l)at we will lay that aside, and shall be ready to give 
you our best advice. I have already told Sir Tho-, 
mas, some of the circumstances of this unhappy 
event. 

8ir ThoB. Yes Sir, but I d<m't know many of the 
particulars. 

Ijyoeg. We are ready to furnish you Sir, with the 
best information in our power, and what are the de- 
signs of our present application. — ^Perhaps Sir, wa 
m^y be favoured witibi your assdstance, fis jqvl are eiQ 



well known in the county, on my distressed £rien(^ 
behalf. 

Far. O Sir! if your honour could but lend youf 
^d with our worthy 'Squire, to save my poor son-in-* 
law from the gallows, that is all I want. I confos^ 
he is unfit to live, but I am sure he is very unfit to 
die. - 

Sir Thos. How came the youth in this unhapi^y 
situation ? — What are hisi connexions ? It is much t^ 
be lamented that your daughter made such an unfor- 
tunate choice. 

Far. Ah Sir! I did all in my power to thwart H^^ 
match I and so did my wife too at the first ; butsome-^ 
Jiow, at last, he conti4ved to get on her blind side^ a$ 
we say, by making such promises and vows, how he 
would mend his manners, and reform his life, if we 
would but consent to the match. And theh there wa? 
a little money in the case ; for old master Frolic, of 
the Nag's head, who has always been fond of enter- 
taining his customers, out t)f a set of low vulgar joke 
books, used to get a number of them together, and 
has been making himself rich by the ruination <rf half 
the Parish ; for his house was never clear from a set 
of tipplers, and dram-drinkers, of all sorts and sicus. 
And then he used to tell us what famous expectations 
he had from an old miserly rich uncle who lived in 
our Town, provided he did but reform. 

Loveg. I can assure you Sir Thomas, no sort of 
blame rests on Mr. Littleworth on that score ; for he 
.alw^ays jsuspected the fallacy of the young man's reso- 
lutions and pretensions to reformation : but the young 
woman's foolish fondness for the unhappy rake, car^ 
ried all before it, while my good old friend always 
disliked the man, and his connexions, as bad as his 
occupation. 

Far. Why your honour, what could be expected 
from a wicked, wild young chap, who was acquaint- 
ed with all the rakes up and down the country, facv 
and wide^ while his father^s house was the main place 
of their resort ! and though ray dear Harry was once 



Almost 9s badf yet there is ho trusting any. one till 
ttiey are converted by the grace of Grod, as I am sure* 
he is, — the Lord be praised. 

Sir Tlios* Ycs> my respectable neighbour. Dr. 
Orderly was telling me what a wonderful reformation 
had taken place on your son. It is a pity the young 
man could not have been persuaded to fortify his pur* 
foses of atnendment with stronger resoluiionSf after 
his marriage* 

Loveg. Ah Sir! the worthy Doctor and I, have 
had many a long conversation on that subject, but our 
firmest resolutions are sure to fail, while corrupted 
nature prevails. Good can never stand, while it has 
nothing but an evil heart for its foundation. 

far. Aye, in my wicked days, I was a wonderful 
great resolution-maker, but I no sooner made them, 
than I was sure to break them; yet this makes me 
pity the poor youth to the bottom of my heart, though 
ay his wicked ways, especially since his father\s 
death, he has been the ruination of his mother, my 
daughter, and himself. 

Sir Tkos. What, then is his poor father lately 
dead ? 

Far. Oh yes. Sir, he died about two months after 
my daughter was married to his son, he was despe- 
rate ill about that time ; and though he was one of 
tlie most wicked, romancing fellows in the Parish, 
and kept up a deal of merryment in his house to enter- 
tain his customers ; yet when he came to die, he had 
a conceivance that his son would ruin his family by 
his wicked, wild ways, and would oftentimes talk to 
him very gravely, about reforming his manners, but 
it was more out of fear lest he should spend all his 
money, than any thing else; and that made him so 
mighty desirous that he should marry my daughter, 
that he might get into a sober family^ as he called it, 
though he had drunk himself into a dropsy, by tip- 
pling with every body who came into his house. 

Sir Thos. The fatlier then was not such an extra- 
vagant spendthrift as his son. 
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Far. Oh no^ bis main delight was to get all tl^ 
custom he coold : he did not care who was ruined hy 
their drunken ways at hi^house^ if he could but make 
himself rich, through their wickedness and folly. 

Sir Thos. The existence of such houses is a very 
:great erih They are the ruin of thousands. 

Wor. You should have said» of tens of thousand^-^ 
If however, I could but reach them, they should not 
long exist ; but as almost all the Town of Mapletonis 
under the influence of Lord Rakish, there is no doin^ 
any good in that place; what I attempt to suppress, 
that he is sure to support. Our ownti Village and 
neighbourhood is kept in tolerable order, and it 
grieves me that 1 can proceed no further. 

Sir Thos. Well, and I have attempted to persuade 
my worthy friend Doctor Orderly, to act with me as 
a Magistrate ; hut his objection always was, that he 
should only perplex his mind, and, after all, be able 
to do little or no good : for that there are two orthreo 
of the Clergy, who are by no means like the Doctor, 
and they are entirely under the management of some 
of the gentry in the neighbourhood, who are in the 
commission, and who are quite loose and careless^ 
and mind nothing but their sports ; and no good can 
be expected, while it rests with bad people, to correct 
the bad manners of others, especially when the Cler- 
gy degrade themselves, by submitting to be the dupes 
of the profligate among the great : but as. the old man 
was so very anxious that his son might reform, I hope 
before he died, he reformed IdmselJ. 

Far* Ah Sir ! we make a bad hand of it when we 
reform ourselves. There is an old sclioolma,ster in our* 
Parish, Master Goodenough, tiie ^Squire knows him » 
and he desired him to settle his afiairs, and to seiiil 
for Mr. Dolittle to give him the sacrament; and 
while tliey were lifting him up in his bed, he fell back 
and died before ever he had made his will, or rcceiv* 
ed the sacrament ; and his death soon proved the 
nnnatimi of all the family* 
Sir X/^s. How so, Mr. Littlewoi'th ? 
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Far. Why Sir, direcfly as his father died, he laid 
his hands npoti all he had left behind him ; and be- 
fore he was well cold in his grave, he set off at such 
a rate, while every good-for-nothing fellow was after 
him, far and near» For though his old fathw, in his 
wicked way, had mustered up full two thousand 
pounds, yet in a little more than fourteen months, it 
was all gone. 

J^ir Tho9. How, in the name of wonder, could he, 
in his line,^ squander away such a deal of money in so 
«hort a time: 

Far. Why Sir, first of all, the extravagant blade 
gave eighty guineas for a very fine hunter ; but this 
he said would pay him very welli|^s» it would bring a 
deal' of their sort of rakish company to his house : but 
instead of their being his guests, he would treat them 
all ; and then try if he could not pay himself ba<^ 
again by gaming with them ; and then they wouRr 
make him hidf drunk, and pick his pocket of hun^ 
dreds* 

Sir Thos. No wonder that he so soon ruined him- 
self, if he jpot connected with a set of gamblers and 
sharpers. 

jRar . Why your Honour, he was after them morning 
noon, and night ; and then he got acquainted with 
that strange wild blade, 'Squire Madcap, who knows 
how to take care of himself, while he can trick others ; 
a,nd because the ^Squire knew he had a little money, 
lie pretended to be very gracious with him ; . and he 
got him to give two hundred guineas for a race-horse, 
wMch was to beat oil tiie horses in the country. 
And away he went with him to Gambleton races, 
cracking and boasting as how he was worth double 
the money, as he thought he was to get thousands by 
him. And there, by his gamings and bettings, h0 
lost five hundred pounds, and came home to his wife 
half mad, through disappointment and rage. 

Sir Thos. No wonder that he brought hiniself to 
ruin by such extravagances as fliese. — Those public 
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horse-raced are tibe destnictioii of thousands* I nerer 
suflTer any of my family to go near them. 

Far. Aye, and when he lound that his money wais 
almost all gone, he would be swearing by his Maker^ 
in the most Masphcming way^ that either he would 
go on to minatunif or fetch it all back again; and it 
was not above fourteen months after his father's death, 
before what the old roan had got in his wicked ways 
was all spent by this rakish blade, in ways if possible, 
much wickeder still. Aye, and what is worse than 
all, he has ruined his poor mother, and unmarried 
sister into the bargain, by spending what by rights 
should have come to them ; though as to his sister, 
she is a sad saucijp^gB as ever lived i and no wonder, 
when we consider how they bred her up ; but I must 
say nothing on that score : the Lord be praised that 
I was not permitted to live according to the natural 
^rruptions of my heart, all the days of my life ! 

Sir Thos. This has proved a very unfortunate match 
for your daughter. 

Fwr* Ah Sir, though he appeared mighty Ipving to 
her at first, yet they had not been married together 
above a month, before she began to me the day that 
ever she saw him. There she would be coming to 
our house, to tell of all her grievances, when he would 
be away from her upon his rakish tricks, night after 
night ; and when I heard that he had got linked in 
Avith that desperate fellow, Sam Blood, who has been 
in goal before now, I thought what would become of 
it I and my poor daughter feels all the more since she 
knows I could not advise her cigainst the match ; but 
now she hears he is cast for death, and left for execu- 
tion, she is almost distracted. 

Warr^ This is a terrible family calamity, and justice 
must at times, be stern. I fear it will be very difficult 
to prevent the fatal stroke, especially as the young 
man has been known to be so wild and worthless. 
And his connexion with that horrid fellow Sam Blood 
wQl go mtich gainst both him and young SparkSstc^ 
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thoagh I am told that Sam Blood is by far the most 
daring and villanous of the thr^« 

8ir Thos* 1 am not as yet acquainted "with the par- 
ticulars of the offence. 

Far. If your honour can but save his life, I shall be 
glad to tell you all I know. After he had lost all he 
was worth among these gamblers by his horse-bracings^ 
excepting the little maintenance I settled on my 
daughter^ and what he still got by selling liquors, 
his next project was to see if he could not fetch back 
his money again, l^y cock-fighting. 

Wor. So that when he could not afford to game in 
a more extravagant way, he attempted it in another 
style. 

Lorceg. These abominably cruel sports are produc- 
tive of a deal of evil, wherever they are permitted to 
exist. 

Sir Thos, 1 supprest one of their cock-pits not long 
ago, that some loose rakes were attempting to promote 
in our neighbourhood, though it was with some diffi- 
culty, through the negligence and connivance of some 
other magistrates in those parts. 

Far. It had been weU for Will Frolic, if there had 
been none of those places within his reach ; for there 
he went off to Gambleton with his fighting-cocks, and 
we never heard of him for three days, till after he 
was committed to gaol. 

Wbr Will you tell Sir Thomas how this unhappy 
event took place ? 

Far. Why your Honour knows how Sam Blood and 
Ned Sparkish, and my Son-in-law, all went to tliat 
wicked Town, were Lord Rakish and 'Squire Wild 
■were to have first a bull-baiting, next a boxing-match, 
then a cudgel-playing, and afterwards a cock-iighting 
in the evening. I don't think there are two such gen- 
fleman blackguards to be found any where like them ; 
for all the other common blackguards, are sure to be 
after tliem, far and wide. 

Loyeg. You must excuse the strong language of ni} 
good old friend, Sir Thomas. And no wonder, since 
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has felt such mischievous consequences fHm theii* 
1 example. 

Sir Titos. Oh no^ Mr. Littleworth is quite right.— 
[ thought I had two such blackguards as helpers 
my stables^ I should surely turn them off^ lest they 
>uld corrupt the rest ; neither estate nor titles can 
ke the real gentleman after all ; [to Farmer Lit- 
^orth,l But Sir, will you continue your story ? 
Far. Why Sir, after they had been at it all day, 
ting and gaming with the swindlers and sharpers, 

came together from all parts of the country, they 
:*e in hopes that they should get it back ^ain by 
ir cock-fightings in the evening : and there they 
te did it all up; and got themselves in debt into tt^ 
gain ; and then as tiiey say, by the pei*saation of 
n Blood, they agreed to get up at two o'clock in 

morning, and rob the public-house were tbej 
% ; and after they bad broken open different cup- 
rds and places, to get all the money and plate, by 
owing down a large tea-board, they awakened the 
dlord, and his family ; and just as they were opeai- 
the door to run oiT with their prey, such an alarm 
3 made by the firing of a pistol, that they were all 
3ctly stopped in the street. 
Vor. I fear it will be a difficult tas^ to ^ave thiei^ 
^s, for it seemsr they had all loaded pistols i and 
ugh Sam Blood first snaj^ his pistol at the land- 
I's son, without effect, yet he took a second aim 
;he young man, while he was attempting to escape 
his life, and gave him a very dangerous wound 
•n his shoulder. 

^ar. Now William FVollc says, he can declare ou 
word of a dying man, that be had no pistol of his 
1, but that Sam Blood, white all in a hurry, that 
Y might make their escape, lent him one of his^ 
ugh he never attempted to fire it ; and a3 for that 
r simple fellow Ned Sparkish^ no matter if he was 
le whipt at the cart's tail, from one end of the Pa- 

1 to the oth^, yet he had no pistol at aH, only he 
le a flourish with an old rusty sword which he 



foimd in die lieuse^ that te migfat miike faiB escape { 
and they say he was a Tcry orderly lad^ till Bam 
Blood got hold of him and led Mm astray. 

Mr TAos. If tiiese eircumstaiices mij^fat be jBMnie 
known to the Judge, perhaps life might be grUnted 
td yoitr soii4ii*law aiul the oth^ youth. 

Wer. As to Sam Blood, I should sappose that no 
interference for him can be attended with success.-*-*- 
Justice, at times, demands a sacrifice which must 
not be dispensed witii ; and whelre an attempt tjt> 
cornmit murder is added to t^iercay, tbi^ crime be^ 
comes yery heinmis indeed. 

Far. But as neither my Bon-iii4aw, nor Ned Spark- 
ish had any tiionghts of that sort, perhaps my Lord 
Judge might yet send th^m a pardon, if h^ knew tiie 
rights of it. Oh if your Honour could but get the 
Judge to spare his life, how thankfbl should I be ! 

Wor. Why there is one favourable event. Mr. 
Lovely, in consequence of his possesinng his old 
Um^le^s property, has beai appointed Sheriff for the 
County : perhaps he may obtain mercy for two of 
them, when it is fully understood that no intentional 
mtirder was designed, though under such a supposi-* 
tioa, no wonder that they were all left for death. 

Far. O Sir ! if you two worthy gentlemen would 
but write out a petition, I know that dear Gentleman 
'Squire Lovely would be mighty glad to present it to 
his Lordship. As to my daughter, poor girl, she 
has miscarried once $ smd she begins again to draw 
near her time, and she sits crying and sobbing all 
the day kmg; it breaks our very hearts to hei^ 
her, — smd as to my wife and I, especially as Hie in- 
firmities of cdd ag^ begin to creep fast up6n us^ these 
troubles are enough to bring down our grey hairs, 
with sorrow to the graven 

Mrs. Wm-. Bat as the assifises are now over, the 
Jttd|^ must have left the county, and Mr. Lovely 
must have n^tameA $ and I am told, Mrs. Lovi^Iy 
expects to be confined flie latter end of iMs months 
^ perhaps aooMr $ mA as this is rather an uitex- 

£1^ 
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pected event from flie we^ state of her beaittli. I 
dont know lie will choose to leave the house again, 
under such circumstances, though none of us can 
have a doubt respecting the affectionate willingness 
of his mind* 

Sir Thosn Why, I am told, Mr. Lovely stands^ 
very high in the Judge's favour, on account of his 
excellent character, and engaging conduct ; and as it 
is the same Judge who favoured me with a visit when 
he went this circuit on the last summer assizes, I 
will venture to write myself on the behalf of these 
unhappy creatures. I know the Judge to be a very 
considerate and merciful man : he will be glad to 
hear of any circumstances which lessens their guOt. 

W&r. Well then Mr. Littleworth, that no time 
may be lost, we will write directly, and state these 
favourable circumstances, and s^id the letters by this 
night's post. 

^Far. O Sir ! but if young 'Squire Lovely should 
be called from home, or the letter should miscarry, 
had I not better send my dear child Harry with the 
letters? 

War. It will be certainly the safest, and at the 
same time it will look more respectful. And if our 
worthy Minister could go too,' it would be the better 
still. 

. Loveg. Oh Sir ! you jure for sending me upon 
every errand. 

Wor. Because no one is so fit. And I am sure it 
would be a great satisfaction to Mr* Henry Little- 
worth, if you could but attend him with your counsd 
and advice. 

Far. Aye, that it would, and I am sure he will 
sadly need such company. Dear child ! what must 
he feel, when he goes to see those poor creatures in 
irons, and locked up in a goal like so many wild 
beasts, when he recollects what a wicked blade he 
was, before he felt the converting grace of God in 
his own heart. [To Mr. Lovegood.] And eh Sir ! 
what a blessing it might be to the souls of these poor 
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tliou^tless creatures^ now they hare brought them- 
selves into such trouble, if you could but go and tell 
them qi the free grace and mercy of Jesus Christ to 
poor perishing sinners, and how blessedly he can 
change their hearts. . 

Loroeg. Oh Mr. Littleworth, your son will know 
how to talk upon that subject firom his own experi- 
ence better than I should. 

Wor. Well I find at times, we must come to a 
point with you directly; It is now Monday, and 
Saturday being the market-day, is the appointed 
time for their execution ; therefore not an hour can 
be lost. I shall send for a chaise from Mapleton^ 
and you shall both be off by six o'clock to-morrow 
morning, tiiat you may if possible see Mr. Lorely 
by noon : we will this very evening draw up the peti- 
tion, Sir-Thomas, and I will sign it : and I am sure 
Mr. Lovely will take it immediately to the Judge, if 
possible : p^haps he will have to follow him some 
way through the circuit, though I dare say he'll 
soon overtake him. 

Loroeg. Indeed Sir, you put too much upon me. 

Wer. No Sir, nor half enough. I know the de- 
fects of your disposition better than you know them 
yourself : your modesty and diffidence cramp your 
zeal, and limit your usefulness ; how wrong you did 
in resisting the overtures of Mr. Lovely, to be his 
Sheriff's Chaplain, though he has certainly fixed on 
a very proper person, in appointing young Mr. 
Brightman to tliat office. 

Loro^. Ah Sir ! if there had not been a Mr. 
Brightman in the case, I might have accepted the 
appointment : and you know how well he can per- 
form the office. 

Wot. I believe, whenever you are appointed to a 
Bishoprick, no man upon earth will say with a bet- 
ter conscience, ^> nolo episcopari," than yourself. 

Loro^g. Under such positive orders, I must obey; 
and, as I can return again to my station by the nesi; 
Sunday^ I am not inclined to nrge another objection* 
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Far. Oil Sir^ tlie harA be praised! tiie Lord be 
praised ! I'll go home directly and tell Hany to get 
ready as fast as be catty and he shidl tell Po^ what 
we are aimut. Poo^ Oiri ! slie is ready to bre^ 
her heart. 

¥Fin'. [To Mr. Lovegood.} But irant you drop us 
a short prayer before we part. [LoTegood coaiiiltes^ 
and only uses the following collect :1 

<< Prevent us O Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
most gracious favour, and fiffther us with thy oontimi- 
al help ; that in all our works begun, contiinied, and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy name, ml, 
finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlastf&g life, tiMugh 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

War. [After prayer.] Kr, you are never too long 
in prayer, but now you have been much too short. 

Lfffitg. Yes Syr, but tame directed us to comprise 
much in a little ; and if God prevents, 'N' or goes be- 
fore us in all our dobtgs, we cannot have a better 
guide; and while we ask that all our works may be 
begun, continued, and ended in him, we can neitbep 
request, nqr receive a greater blessing, and then we 
shall certainly glorify his holy name. 'Kiey all re- 
tire. 

* Such is Che original zB^aniaigr 6f tlie voi^, fr^m Pjwvenio, fe 
be Ijefpre. 
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IVrO other ftlteratioa m^tbe {ibn settled m the for- 
XH msr dialogue took placet tbftii that by the hum- 
ble request of Mrs* Sparkisi^ she might be^pervtittedl 
to take a^part Ia the same chme procured for Mr. 
Lovegood and Mr. H* littleworth^r by the beaeyolent 
Mr. Worthy, that she might kno(w how far tiie pre* 
sent attempt to save her son's Ufe might succeed ^ or 
else foafhe him in her tears, before be was given over 
into the hands of the cmcutioaer for deatih« 

On the return of Henry and Mr. Lave^ood,. they 
both went to Mr. Wor&y'a by Ids peculiar desire. 
Mrs. Sparkish alighted at her own house, as they 
passed through Mapleton toBrookfield Hallf they 
did not arriYo ti^ lato on the Saturday aftenioon ^ 
the dialogue thus began : 

War. [To Mr. Lovegood.} How do you do my 
good Sir i [to Henry.] How ajfe you Mr. Henry i 
we have scu^cely jBinisbed our teat wiUyou take a cup 
with us? 

[They accept it; and while the tea was handed 
about, tiie conversation continued.] 

War. We have followed you wifli many an anxious 
thought, since you left us. I almost fear by your 
!4»sk3 to ask what has been the result. 
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Lfretg. Sir, I Dever was so agitated in all my life^ 
what I have seen this morning» and indeed all through^ 
has almost entirely overset me* 

Wot. What, then have till of them been left to 
suflfer? 

Loro€g. Oh noy S^, Sam Blood alone was, and I 
think very deservedly, given over to death : he was 
a most desperate, hardened, bloody-minded man. 

fFor. Our Judges are very merciful. — ^They will 
always save lives if tiiey can ; though justice must 
not always sleep, or we should not be permitted to 
sleep in our beds. 

Laroeg. Sir, we have Just proved that to he the case, 
as it respects poor Frolic and Sparkish. — ^But still, 
to see a fellow-creature hung up by the neck like a 
dog, as unfit to live, what a mortifying event ! what 
a proof of the fall! — ^The first man bom into the 
world by natural generation, was as bad as he conld 
be.*-— A murderer of bis righteous brother, 

Mrs. War. But Sir, we are solicitous to hear a 
more regular narration of tiiese events. 

Loveg. Madam, it begins to be late, and it is Sa- 
turday evening, and Mrs. Lovegood and the children 
will be anxious to see me as soon as may be. 

Mrs. Wor. But Sir, we wOl send word to Mrs. 
Lovegood that you are returned safe, though we 
would not wish to detain you long, while you give us 
a short detail of the result of your journey. 

Loroeg4 Well, then Mr. Henry, you must assist me, 
if I omit any cirettinBtateccs which are material. 

Hen. Sii", I dare say you will remember most of 
them — I never shall forget what I have seen. * If it 
had not been for the grace of Grod, William Frolic 
and I, who have been such sinners together, might 
have been hanged together on that very day on which 
Sam Blood was called to suflfer. 

Mrs. Wor. [To Mrs Merryman.] My dear, won't 
the story be too much forixyou, as your spirits are so 
weak? 

Mrs. Mer. Oh my dear Mr. Merryman ! how h^ 
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used to say be always aiitied at tiie worst fir^ because 
be was once so thoughtless himself : I think I shall 
be able to bear the storj, and I beg it may not be 
shortened on my account* 

Loroegp Why Madam, thore was a deal of mercy 
ini^mixed witii judgment: I hope the hearing of it 
may not be too much for you, though alt(^ether, it has 
been almost too much for me. 

Wdr» How long was it, after you set out^ before 
you reached Mr. liovely ? ^ 

Lave^. Not till TOar two o'clock. Those cross 
roads you know, run bad, and it is too far for one 
stage, so that we were obliged to bait, or the poor 
horses would haTe suffered exceedingly • 

ITor. And how did you find the dear creatures ? 

Lav^» . Oh Siir ! we were almost as much over" 
CQme with joy wh^i there, as we were' afterwards 
with grief, and suspensi^. Dear Mrs. Lorely was 
brought to bed of a fine boy the very day bdbre we 
went. It seems this event .to(d& place rather sooner 
than wa£i expected^ though the mother and the child^ 
are both in a Seut way to do well. The dear yoiing 
man was so overcome by this mercy, tbat he couM 
do nothing but weep for joy. 

Mrs* WoT^ Why I told her when she was in the 
family way, that I had no doubt hut she wonld do 
well, as her mind was sa much more at rest since 
their marriage. 

Mm. But Qh the joy of the neighbourhood on this 
event ! It is amazing how much they are both be- 
loved. 

Wou And not without cause. His very naturid 
disposition, prompts him to every thing that is kind ; 
and since he has been blessed with the grace of Gb^ 
and baa been possessed of bis old uncle's property, 
he has both the will and the pow^, to do almost all 
the good his heart could wish.r-^In this instance it 
had been thoroughly verified, that << the wealth of the 
sinner, has been laid up for the just." 

hoveg. But this joyfttl event in HIr. Lovely'a S^ 



ittilj, hsA nesaBfy teen flUMfti ivitii veiy fMid con* 
aoqqences to tie unte^y yooOift^ <sr Mr. Lovely » 
sitiqiMed at ftrtslf that we wiire only ewie on a con- 
gratulatory YiBh^ OB the birdi of Mb mi j fbooi^ be 
wtt mui^rifiea bow we csdd bave be«pd of ^e iiows 
so aeott ; and it waa aoaietiaie befim we cmM ial^- 
ifajpt bim with oaroNssage^ be waa ao orereoiae with 

joy- 

JUn. War. CwtmtfU was a hai4 re^Basti to aak 
the dear yonng man, at sadb mi eal*ly stage of hS» 
wife's ddivery, to leaTe ber la goon. 

LoTMg. Obffip, bisattadMeattohisdeairwifeaad 

diiM» te beyond 4e8ce^ttini» aa joa a^ay nataraUy 
suppose from bis mofltun^dble didpesiiioii. And 
after we luul told faim ear ertandy aad sbewad him 
the petitiott to the judge, ywiiaay easily gaess what 
a «tniggle bia mind was ia. IRrerj quurtra* of an 
boar he was eaq^dni^ after, or repeating bis vkiits 
to hki dearest Ann, and the little one $ wi to think 
of snob a sadden and hasty a^aratiott, though bot 
fbr a diqr op two, perplesed hJm extseedingiy. 
War. Too really had a difficulty to sinrnM>ant, how 

did yoif accoaaplisfa it? 

Loveg. Yes Sir; and besides this, he had another 
diffiealtr before him. An vxpvem was •sent hkn but 
the day before, iafonnuig bim irfthe dangerous iflness 
of Ms rich uncfe, and waa in beinriy expectation tb 
hear of his death ; but notwithstanding all, be^imme- 
diately expressed fats wiUingaess to be the intercessor 
tor these poor creatures ; imd however painftil, eren 
an hour's absence iSrom Mrs. Lovely might now be, 
yet aa she ai^eared so well, and as Hfe or defii& de- 
pended on the joorroy, be was determined to under* 
take it: the onfy remainmaig diiScuHy was, how to 
<^n metiers to her, seas to ideate the tee^t possible 
piaia, or an^dety OB her mind. 

Wor* And hew did you coHbrlve itf 

Xot?^. Why abonth^^mb^m* after w^ bad been 
in the house, after some eonv^rsation on ttese did- 
QUltiea^, t» detecmined thai I ahouM be intro^toc^d 
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into Mrs, lioteiy's chamber; and in tte most gentle 
manner^ open the business to her ; making it my re« 
^est^ together with Mr. Benrj Littleworth's^ that 
' he might be spared but for two or three days at fur- 
4best$ la petition for the lirea of these poor creatures. 

Mrs. Mer. I hope the story was not too much for 
her. 

Lav^i She was almost as much affected at my un- 
expected yisit, as she was at hearing my story j but 
dnrectly as she heard it^ she was as dedrons as we 
could htf that Mr. LoTely shcnild immediately un« 
dertake the journey^ and addressed him in snoh^ lan« 
guage, as was Tery affecting and kind. 

M's^ Wot. I suppose (Ae would* Both their 
minds are admirably calculated for each other. 

Lo'mg^ When Mr. Lovely expressed his sorrow at 
the tiioughts of leaving her^ even fiM* so short a tirne^ 
and how grieved he should be, if any thing should 
happen during his (Aort absence : her language was, 
** O no, tny dear Gecvge^ you and I have given our* 
selves up a tfamtsand times into the hands of our most 
merciful Ood. I have a number of good friends 
around m^ ; I shall want for notbii^ while you are 
adisent. I know it would almost break your heart, 
were any thing to keep you back from saving the 
Hves ^ these poor creatures : I know your disposition 
80 well, that it would be the €»*uellest thing to prevent 
you. Oh no, ho ! go my dear George, go directly, 
go if it were only for the sake of good old farmer 
Iiittleworth ; such a triid is enough to break his very 
heart : you and I know what it was once to be under 
v&Ff slbarp trials ourselves ; and we make ourselves 
happy, only as we make others happy in return.^' 

Wor. What a kind amiable creature she is ! 

Mtb. Wot. It must have been very affecting, to see 
vnth vriiat meekness she submitted to the call, while 
she was lying on her bed with h^ babe by her side« 
and her affectionate husband ready to weep,even under 
this temporary s^aration, while stiH so anxious to 

VOIi. III. ^ 
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pcrfonn this act of mercy towards these coudemQ^ 
criminals* 

Mr$. Mer. Ah me ! — ^I bad such a husband once--^ 
[She weeps^ and retires oot of the room.] 

Loveg. [To Mrs. Worthy.] Oh Madam^ I am soi^ 
I touched upon that subject* 

Mrs. Wor. Ah Sir^ it cannot be helped. — Mr* 
Merryman is scarce ever out of my daughter's mind ^ 
and though we all loved him so much» yet we scarce 
ever mention his name, as at all times it so exceeding- 
ly i*evives her grief, she cannot bear to hear any body 
speak of him but herself. 

Wor. But how did you next proceed ? 

Loveg. Why Sir, after a short prayer, Mr. Lovely 
immediately prepared for the journey, while it was 
determined that he should set off early on the next 
morning to overtake the judge, before he left the cir- 
cuit, and present him with the petition ; and that 
Mr. Henry Littleworth, the unhappy Mrs. Sparkish^ 
and myself, should go and visit tiie condemned pri- 
soners in the county gaol ; but then we all agreed^ 
that it would be highly improper to give them the 
most distant hint that application was making by 
Mr. Lovely to save thier lives, as it might buoy them 
up with false hopes, had he failed in his attempt* 

Wor. Certainly that was the most prudent. — ^This 
must have been a very affecting interview. 

Loveg. A very affecting one indeed. — After we bad 
refreslied ourselves at the inn, we immediately re- 
paired to the prison, but found we were too late to 
gain admittance till the next morning.-— Poor Mrs* 
gparkish was exceedingly affected at this refusal, who 
had frequently mentioned, during the journey, what 
lier mind had felt from the example she had set before 
her son. 

Wor. Ah ! that is the case with many, who never 
repent of an evil, till they see its bad consequences 
and effects. 

Loveg. And no doubt, but it was, on this account, tbat 
flic first interview which took place the iM^tinorniitgf^ 
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was 80 very affecting. There was nothing but sob- 
bing and weeping between them for a considerable 
time : at length she cried, <• Oh my child, what 
would I give if I could but save your life ! Oh that 1 
bad set you a better example ; 1 fear my befaaviour 
has been the cause of your ruin '* He then cried out^ 
'^ Oh mother, we must forgive each other, as I am 
now so soon to die !** Then he looked at rae and 
cried, << Oh Mr. Lovegood ! had J minded what you 
Lave preached, I never had worn these iiHins, or have 
been condemned to such a disgraceful end* 

Wor» How such miserable sinners are led to re- 
proach themselves, after "they have accomplished their 
own ruin, by their extravagance and folly, and pro- 
fane neglect of God. 

Laveg. And such indeed, were the feelings of the 
unhappy youth ; for first he began telling me such 
an history of his life, as was quite shocking till I was 
obliged to beg of him to desist, by advising him ra- 
ther to confess the sins of his abominably profligate 
life before God, rather than before man. It seems 
that his connexion with common prostitutes, was tlie 
cause of his ruin, and that rendered his conscience 
the very sink of sin, and a very hell of guilt. He 
then pointed to Mr. Henry, wlio was retired to the 
further part of the room, with his Brother-in-law, 
William Frolic, crying, ** Oh what fools ! what de- 
vils Frolic and I have been, not to follow the exam- 
ple of Henry Little worth I we have ruined ourselves, 
both soul and body, while he has nothing before him^ 
though once so wild, and now so changed, but a 
prosperous and a happy life.'' 

Wbr. Such sort of expressions sound like genuine 
repentance. 

Loveg. Oh Sirl there Is no knowing under such 
circumstances. — There was one speech of his, wliich 
made me fear tliat all his repentance w^as more t!ie 
effects of terror than of grace : he said that if Mr. 
Worthy or Lord Rakish, for that he had the honour 
to know his lordship, could but get him a pardon, he 
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would lead quite another life for the time to i^omtp^ 
And his poor mother had almost said too much>aB 
she knew the plan laid for the saving of his life^ hut 
I immediately checked her, by observing that false 
hopes, were sometimes attended with more fatal cim- 
sequences, tiian downright despair. 

Wor. But Mr. Henry, do let us hear how you suc- 
ceeded with your unhappy Brother-in-law. 

Ben. Oh Sir ! I cannot but entertain a hope that 
as he httS been saved from the gallows, so he will be 
saved from hell, but God only knows. A future day 
alone can prove the fact. 

Mrs. War. Come iben^ 1 hope you will be sdile to 
tell us a more pleasing story ; if so, I'll call in my 
daughter. — ^Any thing which gives her comfinl:, 
gi*eatly promotes ours« [It is done,'^-'Mrs. Merry- 
man attempts to attend to the utmost of her power,] 

Mrs. Wor. My dear, I called you in to hear what 
Mr. Henry has to say about poor William Frolic, he 
hopes, that by the grace of God, this awful dispensa- 
tion may have been over-ruled for the 'salvation of his 
soul. 

Wor. Now Mr. Henry, we are quite prepared to 
hear what pasi^ed betv^een you both. 

Hen. Why Sir, 1 perceived he was renaarikably 
struck at the unexpected visit from Mr. Lovegood 
and myself ; and while Edward iSfparkish, his Mo^er 
and Mr. Lovegood, were in conversation with each 
othei^, he and I retired into a corner of the room : 
he directly burst into tears, and cried, ** Oh Henry J 
what could influence you to come to see such a horrid 
wretch as I have been, before I am given over totlie 
for my crimes, when I once did all in my power to 
make you as bad as myself; and then I should have 
had to answer for the damnation of .your soul, as well 
as my own.— Can you forgive me?** I directly cried, 
^^yes, and Christ can forgive us both.*' — ^He answer- 
ed, ** he has forgiven you : you have been a true peni- 
tent 5 but God only knows, what sort of repentance 
mine is, for on Saturday I am sure to die, and have 
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lio time to prove the sincerity of my heart, hy better 
ways,*' As I could not but help Crying all the time I 
talked to him^ I c^ould only say to him> ^* Oh William ! 
remember the thief upon the cross/' 

Loveg. No wonder that you were so much affected^ 
when you recollected the temble attachment which 
subsisted between you, when you were both " living 
without God in the world.*' 

Him. Oh Sir ! that was just the point. He direct- 
ly cried out, *^ Oh that I might be^ yet permitted to 
live, that you might take me as your companion * J 
hope I should prove the sincerity of my repentance, 
both before God and man. — But it is now too late. 
We have been the partakers of the crimes of that hso* 
dened desperate fdlow, Sam Blood ; and though w^ 
always dissuaded him against murder, yet being link- 
ed in with him, we thought it necessary, at least in 
appearance, to act as he directed ; and by that means 
we have forfeited our lives. And then he cried, " O 
good God, what a most wicked heart mine must be, 
or I could not have been so sinful and abominable all 
the days of my short life ! I have ruined myself; I 
have ruined my wife : I have ruined the peace of your 
family by marrying your Sister ; and I fear, I shall 
be ruined to all eternity." 

Wbr. All this sounds well. 

Hen. He once said that he heard Mr. Merryman 
preach, soon after his conversion ; curiosity having 
excited him to hear one that he had frequently been 
with, on his different hunting expeditions, how he 
would act as a serious preacher of the Gospel ; and 
conviction, he says, though he continued so wicked, 
never ceased to follow him after that time. 

¥For. [Sighs and says] Ah dear Mr. Merryman ! 

[Here Mrs. Merryman's feelings were again re- 
vived, while the recollection of such a loss of one so 
useful as a Minister; so pleasant as a man ; so devo- 
ted as a Christian, ran throughout the company, and 
created among them that. sympathetic silent grief, 
as prevented the continuation of the conversation, till 
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Mr. Worthy rang the bell^ and ordered a glass of 
wine for each of the parties : tliis, though an unnsnal 
<:ustoni after tea at Brookfield Hall, was now accept- 
|ible, especially to die travellers, who had but just 
finished their joui*ney)^ and whose minds were so 
much agitated by those very impressive events which 
were now the subject of conversation : the writei- 
.also will take this opportunity to lay aside his pen^ 
that bis spirits and recollection, may be recruited, 
before he attempts the concluding narration of (his 
jtaieofwoe. 
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^m.. WORTHY AUD FAMILY, MR. LOVEGOOD AKD EENRY LIT- 

TLEWORTH. 



PRISON MEDITATIONS COKTIKUBD. 

AFTER having giren fhe present roomfall (ji 
company time to recruit their spirits^ the re- 
commencement of the same dialogue may not he un* 
acceptable to the reader* 

War. As I suppose you have given us the substance 
of what occurred upon^your first visit to the prison^ 
we shall be glad to hear what took place afterwards* 

Loroeg* Why, after concluding with prayer, we , 
went to the inn, where we passed, or meant to pass, 
a serious retired evening among ourselves, in order 
ihat we might communicate to Mrs. Sparkish, all the 
instruction and advice, h^ situation seemed to re- 
quire* 

Hen. [To Mr. Lovegood.] But Sir, you should tell 
"what passed at your introduction of family prayer, 
while you were at the inn. 

LorGtg. Oh no, Mr. Henry, yon should let that 
pass. 

Hm. I am sure Sir, it is a pity it should, for you 
Sjiow it was attended with a great blessing. 

W&r. Come Mr. Henry, if Mr. Lovegood won't 
tell his own stories, you must tell them for him. His 
mqdesty at all times stands much in ids way. . 

Hm. Why Sir, you must know, it soon began to 
be rumoured about who Mr. Lovegood was, as bis 
f reaching at Locksbury, and the conversion of Mrs. 
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Chipman, had made a considerable talk> even in 
those partsy livhich was, I suppose, the reason yihy^ 
the landlady of the inn, asked him, if they should 
not be favoured with a sermon, at any of the 
Churches belonging to their Town. 

Ijroeg. Yes Sir, but you know that was entirely 
out of the question, as I was under the necessity of 
i*etui*ning to attend to my own duty at home ; and if 
not, I fear there was no probability of gati^ng ad- 
mission into any of the pulpits in tiiat town; for two 
of the ministers are constant attendants at the assem- 
bly-room, at the George inn, where we were; and 
one of them is said to be quite a vociferous bully : 
there is a third minister whose name is Primrose, 
who is a very decent character ; — ^they say he is a 
distant relation of Dr. Orderly^ yet he is so far 
convinced that I preach faith witlwut works^ that I 
am quite out of his good graces also. However, by 
this event, I thought I had an opening to invite as 
many of the household as could attend to prayer ; 
and they soon collected themselves together, and 
nearly filled the room ; and an impressive time I must 
confess it was. 

Wbr. It is best to follow the scriptures, and ^* sow 
beside all waters i" but there is one text you do not 
take into sufficient consideration. 

Loveg. What is that Sir ! ^ 

Wor* ** Be instant— Oz^ of season.^' 

Loroeg. Oh Sir ! I am not Mr. Slapdash. 

War. Ah, but you are Mr. Lovegood, and we shall 
never be ashamed of you. 

Hen. I am sure there was no occasion to be asham- 
ed of our Minister on that night, nor the two nights 
afterwards. [To Mr. Lovegood.] You know. Sir, 
what a blessing went with every word you spoke^ and 
w^ith every prayer you offered up« 

Loveg. Oh, Mr. Henry ! you did hot use me well on 
that occasion. 

Wor. What have you done, Mr. Henry ? 

S(m. Why Sir, what I could not help. The land- 
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lord'a eldest son was «o impressed with what Mr. 
Loregood said at family prayer, that I Verily believe 
Ood has sent a signal blessing home to his heart* 
And after having received so much good himself, no 
wonder that he was desirous -that others should enjoy 
the same; and after he had mentioned his wish very 
earuestly-to me, that he might invite some of his 
fri^nda and companions to hear Mr* Lovegood, I 
told him I thought there coujLd be no sort of harm 
in it. 

fFor. No more there could Mr. Henry ; and I 
hope you and the young man together, got Mr. 
Lovegood a good congregation. 

Hen* Why really. Sir, the parlour in which we 
were, was so'fuU, that it could not hold all who were 
willing to attend, and I had the greatest difficulty 
in the world, to persuade Mr. Lovegood to adjourn 
into the assembly-room. 

War. [To Lovegood.] And could you have suf- 
fered a set of poor sinners ** perishing for lack of 
knowledge,'* to have gone away wiliiout the word of 
life, while they were so eager to attend it ? 

Hen. I believe. Sir, our Ministw would have run 
out of town, if he possibly could. 

ffor. If he had, I think I should have sent him 
back again by force of arms. 

Loroeg. Sir, I was never taken to, in such a man- 
ner in all my life. 

War.l am glad of it, you will get no pity from 
me; I hope you had double the congregation the last 
night before you left tow^n. 

Laveg. Why Sir, I am quite ashamed of myself. 

Wor. Ashamed of yourself ! — What for ? If you 
had been dancing in the assembly -toom, instead of 
preaching in it, we should all have been ashamed of 
you too. 

Laveg. O Sir ! you should not call it preaching. 

Wdr. I hope it was something very like it. For 
if you had got upon a table, and taken a text, as you 
do in Brookfield Church, Who would have been the 
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most inconsistent* the Minister ; (though I hate ixi 
give them the name» when applied to such charac- 
tersy) who is jigging and dancing about, with all the 
frothy, vain [leopie in the town ; or tlie Minister, 
who takea a similar opportunity to preach among his 
fellow sinners, <« repentance towards Gbd, and Ikith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ f** And so the apos- 
tles acted, when they preached amongtheHeattiensj 
and you have frequently told us, how nearly allied 
the Heathens in ancient times, were to the nominal 
professors of Chi-istianity in the present day, who 
scarcely hold the form of godliness, while they not 
only totally deny, but even ridicule the power. [To 
Henry.] But Mr. Henry, if Mr, Lovegood is so 
much ashamed to tell of all his wicked t(;ayj, during 
his absence, I must request you to tell them for him^ 
Hen. Sir, the last meeting in the assembly-room — 
[Mrs. Worthy interrupts, to Mr. Lovegood.] Sir, 
whenever you choose to call on me ui)on a similar 
occasion, IMl go with you, and we won't mind what 
people say about our going together to the assembly 
with such a design, and in such company ; — but Mr. 
Henry, we must not interrupt you in telling us about 
your last meeting at the assembly-room. 

Hen. Madam, the people crowded in so fast, as 
that our Minister was almost like Jonah in the city 
of Nineveh, ready <* to fly from the presence of the 
Lord." I told him, as the providence of God had 
directed him there, and as the same divine piHi^i- 
dence had sent the people to hear, and all entirely 
without his own seeking, that he might resist a caft 
which God might have designed for the eternal sal- 
vation of many souls ; and I never heard our dear 
Minister so much at liberty in his blessed work 
before* It is astonishing. how. his whole soul was led 
but after them, while he was pressing upon them the 
necessity of seeking for salvation by Jesus Christ : 
and when he came to prayfor the condemned prison- 
ers, (for as we had heard nothing from Mr. Lovely, 
we began to conclude they would all suffer W the 
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hl3xi ddy,) it is astonishing how the whole multitadc 
Were melted into tears. 

TFor. Though he preached upon such an uncon- 
secrated spot ! yet I dare say an abundance of good 
was done. 

Z^n. Sir^ a'genlieinan and a lady who were guests 
at the house on that night, were very much a&cted 
indeed : they afterwards called me into their room^ 
and I had a deal of conversation with them, upon 
the very serious and important subjects which Mr^ 
Lovegood had been delivering among us : besides^ 
we picked up a very excellent acquaintance there. — 
The disseoting Minister, who lives at that town, was 
one of Mr. Lovegood's hearers, on the last evening 
of our meeting, and a very worthy, serious, good 
man, he seems to be. He came in afterwards, and 
passed the rest of the evening with us. Some people 
however, got hold of this, and said, this was a full 
proof that Mr. Lovegood was nothing better than a 
Presbyterian in heart. 

Lorveg. I wish they had just such pious ministers 
as I believe he is, in every Church in the Town* 
But while dissenters are at liberty to provide foi< 
themselves whatever ministers they choose^ who ai*e 
pious and good, many of the Churches are left to be 
f^uppiied with those who are dissolute and profane, 
no wonder, under such circumstances, that matters 
are frequently so bad with us. 

Hen. W(b11 Sir, you know it is quite as it should 
be, respecting that worthy Minister : we were told 
with what a deal of diligence and attention, be gofis 
about preaching and exhorting from village to vil- 
lage, and how much good he does, not only by his \ 
preaching, but by his exemplary conduct wherever \ 
he goes. But Sir, you cannot conceive what a stat& 
of perplexity our Minister was in by a letter he re 
ceived from the Minister of the Parish, in which ti 
George Inn stands, after Mr. Lovegood histd fiDisI^ 
his last meeting in the j^3embly-room. 
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fPcr.^ (To Mr. Lovegood.) Dear Sir^ I abwld 1m 
glad to sec it, if yott have it with you. 

JUroegi (haflding the letter.) Sir, you are very 
velcome^ it is « strange prodaction ! (The letter is 

Rev. Sir» 

I heat) that yoo have had tlie audacity 
to fly in the &ce of all decency and order, by making 
your ranting extemparaneoua preachments in the as« 
sembly-room in this town, which stands in my Parish* 
Sir, I charge you to desist c(»ning into this Town on 
the same errand any more, or I will send you a cita- 
tion from tlie Spiritual court. Sir, I hear you are 
come after some of your followers, who are to he 
hanged to*morrow, and no wonder at it, for I am 
told, by Mr. Primrose, one of the Ministers in this 
Town, that you preach faith without works, excep- 
ting when you are ranting upon inspiration* 

I am. Sir, and f will soon give you to know who 
I am, John BbIiLWBathbb. 

Wdr» Well, well. Sir, you have veiy Httk to feap 
from such letter-writers as these : if they were to 
send their citations after those of the Clergy, who 
can follow up their midnight revellings and dancings 
firom time to time in these assembly-rooms, it would 
be much more to the purpose, than to talk of cita- 
tions for those who use them, for the praise worthy 
purpose of the service of God. 

Hen* Why, they say, that that Minister is veiy 
little better than a common bully, and that when he 
is at the assembly, calling after the waiter for more 
wine, or cards, or what they may want, he has a 
voice like a town bull ; but when he is in the pnlpitf 
be mutters over his s^mons in such a miserable^ 
low, mumbling voice, that nobody can hear him. 
<^ Like a humble-bee in a pitcher,'' as my good old 
ikther used to say. 

TTor* Ah ! his heart goes with his words, whKe he 
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is roaring in the assembly-room ; but ^hen he gets 
into the pulpit, he leaves bis heart behind him. 

Mrs. W(yr. [To Mr. Lovegood.] But do Sir, let us 
now hear what was the result of your second visit to 
the gaol.— -Tou mentioned nothing about Sam Blood. 

Loroeg. Oh, Madam ! the poor creature was a ma- 
lignant, bitted, hard-hearted papist ; and cried, All 
the world should not make him change his religion, 
and die a heretic. — ^He would not bear a word we 
said ; but when we prayed, got from us as far as he 
could : I suppose by the command of his Priest. 

fFor* Oh the horrid delusion that others, besides 
papists, are under ! Who can deceive themselves by 
a superstitious confidence, in mere forms and mod^s, 
ii^ependent of every principleof inward and personsd 
holiness, so essential to the salvation of the soul ! — 
But I hope you found the other pom* prisoners, on 
this second visit, in a better frame of mind. 

Loroeg* Really Sir, I have some hope of poor Wil- 
liam Frolic ; he not only could $peak of the outward 
wickeflness of his conduct, but he bad also a deal to 
say against the inward depravity of his heart. 

jfifen. Several things that he said to me, affected 
me very much. After Mr. Lovegood had given them 
a most solemn exhortation and prayer, taking some 
hints from what our dear minister said, he thus ex- 
claimed : '< And must this horrid tongue of mine, 
which has been so ready to utter so much blasphe- 
mous, filthy, and lying conversation : and never 
thought of uttering one word of prayei*, till I had 
brought myself to the^ very door of death by my 
crimes, after one day more, never be allowed to 
speak again ? And must these eyes, that have been 
the inlet of every evil, and my guide to seek after a 
thousand wicked devices, be so soon sealed -up in 
eternal darkness and death i And must these hands 
*— Oh ! these thievish hands, and batdtil feet, what 
have they been at? O wliat a wretch ! what a filthy 
and abominable wretch ! body, soul, and spirit !-^ 
And must I in a few hours, stand before that God, 
■^ vol. III. 23 
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whom I have insulted all the days of my life ?'^ 
Poor' creature, it made my heart bleed to hear how 
be exclaimed against himself. 

Loroeg. I confess I had not half the hope from what 
Edward Bparkish said ; for he talked, amidst all his 
occasional exclamations against himself, that he re- 
fented as well as he eouldy that he said his prayers as 
well as he could $ and he would do all in his power 
to receive the sacrament worthily ^ the moniing before 
he died : and that when the minister jM^nounced the 
absolution^ he would belieye in it wi^ all his hearty 
and that he trusted God would forgive him, as he 
was sure from his heart, he forgave every body else. 

ffor* Why he seemed to have darker conceptions 
how fallen sinners are to be saved^ than he had the day 
before. 

Lorveg* Oh Sir, I found" that the ordinary of thi; 
gaol was Mr. Primrose, who though an orderly^ de* 
cent man, and well-intentioned, was very ignorant of 
the gospel way of salvation ; and he had been putting 
a book into his hands, quite in the pharisaic, proud^ 
free-will style, as though by a certain process of re- 
penting, praying, receiving Ihe sacrament, forgiving 
his enemies, all of which he conceived to be within 
his own reach, he was to be saved ; instead of his 
being bi*ought to cry out, in the name of Clirist^ 
<< God be meJrciful to me a sinner." And yet at other 
times> he would speak in very humiliating language, 
against his sinful life, and sinful ways i in short, he 
appeared quite inconsistent with himself; but his 
pharisaic hope on himself, gives me but little rea-, 
son to believe that his repentance is genuine and sin- 
cere. 

Hen. Well, I hope that William FroUc is better 
taught ; when he heard Edward Sparki^ speak iti 
that manner, he cried : '^ As to myself, how can I dare 
to trust in any thing I say or* do ? As it respects my 
prayers, I question if ever I should have prayed at 
all, if I had not the halter nearly about my neck, 
and these irons on my legs, the just reward of my 



bateful ways : so in regard to my repentance, even 
the very devils hare that, and are ncme ,the better 
for it ; and I fear, lest my repentance shoald be no 
better than theirs* And as tp my prayers, what right 
have I to call them prayers, while I never thought of 
prayer, till after I was cast into prison .and condemn- 
ed to die. 

fFor. I think if the repentance of either of these 
two unhappy youths, should prove to be genuin. it 
will be evidenced on the side of William Frolic — 
But can you tell us of luiy conversation, 'which fur- 
ther took place ? 

Hen. Why Sir, the personal conversation did not 
last long on that morning, as the goaler seemed very 
desirous that Mr Lovegood should give an exhorta- 
tion and prayer, to all the wretched « objects of his 
charge : and the ordinary was to be there by twelve 
o'clock, and after that time, it is not the custom im 
admit strangers to visit the prisoners who are con- 
demned to die. But I must add this, that many of 
the prisoners seemed very much affected : and one 
poor youth, who was in prison for debt, came to Mr* 
Lovegood, begging a portion of his prayers, in very 
humble ^nd broken language indeed. And the gaoler's 
wife seemed very much struck, while she mentioned 
the formal uninteresting manner in which the ordinary 
performed his office, and what a different effect the 
style and spirit of Mr. Lovegood's exhortations and 
prayers, had upon the prisoners at large. And be- 
fore we left the gaol, it is amazing how very earnest 
all the poor creatures were with us, to repeat our 
visit to them on the morrow, and especially William 
Frolic and Edwaid Sparkish, who begged we would 
not leave them,' till we saw them launched into the 
eternal world. 

War* It seems then at that time, you had heard 
nothing of Mr. Lovely ? 

Loroeg* No, nor for some hours afterwards : we 
had many apprehensions that sopie^hat must have 
happened to have prevented the Success of the journey | 
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but before we had dismissed the people in the evening; 
of the day, from the assembly ^room, he joined tlie 
company, though I did not see him till they were 
nearly all dismissed. We perceived immediately, by 
his cheeriiil looks, that his journey had been attended 
with the desired effect. 

Ww. What could be the cause why he came -m 
late ; had he any difficulty with the Judge, in procure 
ing a pardon for them \ . 

Lorveg. Not the least. The Judge thanked him Tery 
kindly, and expressed how glad he was to hear of 
these lenient circumstances, which did not appear 
upon the trial, so as that he could with any degree of 
consistency spare the lives of at least, two of the 
malefactors : and then he told me after he had been 
with the Judge, as he had so much time before him, 
he could not rest contented till he bad given a call on 
his dearest Ann, as it was but five miles round : and 
then when he set off very early in the morning, hehad 
the misfortune to break the axle^e of his carriage* 
coming over that terrible rough place, Starvingt^. 
Poorest, a few miles from Greditim, where he was 
quite at a distance from any help, so that he waa 
afraid he should have been obliged to have walked 
to us on foot, in order that he might be in time enough 
to bring the pardon, before the fatal moment arrived. 

JHfr^. Wot. Was Mrs. Sparkish in the room when 
Mr. Lovely first arrived ? 

Loroeg.^ Oh no Madam, she was up in her chamber, 
with her eyes red with tears, and her heart ready to 
break with grief, being now fully apprehensive that 
her son would suffer on the morrow. 

Mrs. Wor. Poor woman, what ^he must have felt, 
when she heard that a message of mercy was arrived 
at last ! how did you break it to her I 

Loroeg. Why Madam, when we were consulting 
the best way of telling her the good news by degrees^ 
we found that Mr. Lovely's servant had. been whis* 
pering it about the house, that his Master had obtain- 
ed a pardon for two of the prisoners. It seems it waa 
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the ckambcr-makl that went aod teM her tif the report* 
Immediately she flew out of her chamb^^ came into 
the room in which we were, and imder the greatest 
eedtasy- of mind, fell down at Mr. LoTely'a feety 
crying^ ^^ O tell met tell me ! are the good news 
true I Is my dear child to live J" Dear Mr. Love- 
:ly was so affected for a while^ that he could scarcely 
speak; aft^ aBecond atteanpt# he cried : ** Tes^yoiu* 
son is permitted to live ; I have his pardon in my 
possession : and life ha$ been granted to WilUam 
Frolic also l*^ Immediately 1^ agitation <>f her mind 
was so greaty that she fell into strong, hysterics, and 
could say nothing for a considerable time. Directly 
as she began to recover, her cry was^ ^^ let me go 
this moment to the prison, and tell my dear child that 
he is yet to live !*' 

Wor^ It wt>uld have : been very improper to have 
suffered her to Ifiive earned the glad tidings to her 
son in so atoipt a manner.-^How did you . manage 
matters? 

Loveg» Sir^ wo told her that as it was then so late^ 
that her gaining admission might not only be attend* 
ed wifii much diSeulty, but tfcMit the surprise might 
be too powerful for her son, as it had been for her, 
unless it were opened to them by degrees, as there 
have>een itiertances of sudden joy, beiii^ the cause of 
sudden death. After some fturther persuasions, that 
she would be calm and composed, as her smi's life 
would certainly be saved, we entreated her to be at 
rest, till the next morfting : and that for the present 
we would only send a line to the gaoler, informing 
bin tiiat he natight give the two prisonersy Sparkish 
and Frolic, a distant bint that Aeir lives might yet 
be saved. 

War. Certoinly this was the best plan, to guard 
against the too powerful effects of sudden surprise. 
I suppose you made an early visit on the next morn- 
ing to confirm the good news. 

Loveg. Why Sir, we were informed the night be^. 
forest 4^t we could not well be adnutted till ajFter nine 

g3* 
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o'clockf as the ordiiiftTy was to be there bjefore, as 
they es^ressed it, to prepare them for deaths so that 
we thought the hint already sent to them, might be 
quite sufficient) without being followed up by another 
till we w^re adnutted to see them. But when we 
came there, we found that the gaiider had eoncluded'^ 
be had not soflldent wairant to give ttom fte hint 
we had transmitted to him. And Oh, what a dis^ 
tressing scene was immediately presented befare ns ! 
The halters thrown upon the table, the executioner 
ready to pinion their arms, and tie their hsmds ^ the 
blacksmith at hand to saw offtheir irons, three cof'^ 
fins piled on eaoh oHier to be conT^red with thcsn m 
the cart, to receive their dead bodies after the execu- 
tion, while the imder sheriff and a heap of constables, 
were getting reBiAy below stairs, to receive their 
charge $ and crowds of spectators were begiiming to 
assemble, to see them conducted near a mile out of 
Town, to the fatal tree. However, after we had cidl* 
ed the under sheriff and the gaoler aside, and given 
them the respite, they came with us into the room; 
though we requested they would leave it with us to 
tell them the news, by cautious and slow Agrees. 

Jdrs* Wor» What must Mrs. Sparkisfa have felt! 
—how could she contain herself! 

Loroeg. Madam, we insisted upon it that she sfa(CHild 
not be admitted into the room tilt after we had made 
known to the young men, that their lives were to be 
spared: being satisfied, that from thea^tated state 
of her mind, she could have no command over herself; 
besides, it was my design to try to mtyke some irn- 
provement mi these events, while I told them of the 
merciful dispensation of those providential ocoir* 
rences, whereby their lives were stiU preserved. 

Hen. in all my life, I never saw such an afiecting 
scene. 

Jlfr«. Wot. [To Mrs. Merrj^man.] My deaPj I per- 
ceive you are much afiteted««--WonH the st^ry be too 
much for you? 
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Mrs. Met. Oh no : I g^i bear to hear of any thing, 
but the loss of my dear husband. 

Wor. [To Mr. Lovegaod.] Let as now hear how 
you introdiiced the subject. 

Loroeg* S]r> as soon as Hr. Lovely, Henry^ and I, 
were conducted into the room, by the gaoler and un^ 
d^ sheriff, I gapfe each of them my band, called them 
my fellow sinners, and begged them to pray for mer* 
cy ; tiiey both of them accepted it, and wept plenti- 
fully f while Sam Blood, as usual, retired to a comer 
^f the room with his priest* As to William Frolic, 
when I gave him my hand, he kissed it and quite be* 
dewed it with tears. — ^Poor fellow ! I really hope his. 
heart' has received a wound under a sense of the evil 
of sin, which none but Christ can heal* 

Skn. Sir, you spoke with so much affection and 
tenderness, that it was enough to draw tears outctf a 
flint ; for all the poor^ prisoners, and especially the 
gaoler's wife, were so overcome, that there was no-* 
tiling but sighing and sobbing throughout the room, 
while you were enforcing Christ^ ability, to save to 
the vitermost. And as to Mr. Lovely, tlear creature 
— — [Her« Henry could scarcdy proceed.] . 

ITor. Mr. Henry, if you cant continue the story, 
let Mr. Lovegood try and tell the rest of it. 

Loro^* Sir, I next drew a parable for these poor 
criminals :•<— I asked them, that if a hope could exist, 
that some -kind friend unknown, unsolicited by themji 
should out of the mere good will of his affectionate 
mind, have taken up their ruined cause, and sought 
their pardon, and obtained it, would they not love 
such a friend ? Frolic immediately cried — *^Love him, 
how could they do o&^wise !*' Then said I, remem- 
ber the graces and mercy of Grod our Saviour, who 
came down from his Father's glory, purchased our 
^rdon at the expense of his most preciouis blood, 
when we w^re siidkiiig into ruin, and sentenced to 
ev^lasting death ; ought you not to love such a Mend 
as this, and to commit your ruined souls into such a 



dear Redeemer's hands i Poor Frolk immediately 
addressed young Sparkish.— ^^Though it is aow tw4i 
late to expect such a Mend on earw^ yet may too 
such most miserable sinners^ find out a friend in Christ 
or else within less than fliree hours longer^ we shall 
he ruined souls to all etemify !" I then looked at 
them both and said. What then are you both sure that 
your lives cannot be saved i and that no such frigid 
has interfered to obtain a pardon for you, however 
desperate your state may appear? Immediately A^ 
caught my eye, and cried, << What, is it possible I 
can there he a hope !*' The eager and affectionate 
Mr. Lovely cried, ** Oh! tell thenv^tell them there 
is a hope !'* 

Mrs* Wwp Oh ! what an affecting 8C»e this most 
have been ! 

Loroeg. Madam, it was impossible that any thing 
could have been more affecting : they were both so 
overcome with such astonishment and surprise, as 
that they fell down. upon their knees, as th«^gh they 
had been iron» Immediately we took the opportunity 
to kneel down with them, and prayed that their spared 
lives, though deservedly forfeited, yet now mercifully 
preserved, might be dedicated to God's futare praise 
and glory. 

Mm. Wbr* O how delightful that dear m«m, Mr, 
Lovely, must have been in their sight ! by whose kind 
interposition, their lives were spared, especially at 
that very moment when they had given up all for 
lost. 

Loveg. After prayer Madam, the Sheriff showed 
tbem the respite, and. I pointed them to Mr^ Lovely, 
and said. There stands that most tender-hearted,^ 
though unknown friend of yours, by whose mercifuji 
solicitations your lives ai^ spared, just as you were 
going to be led as victims of justice to the place of 
raectttion. Their eyes were immediatdiy fixed upon 
him : they stood for a while motionless, like statues, 
tiU teal^of gratitudebegan to run down th^ cheeks. 
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intermixed wifli several broken expressioasy ftrisiiif 
from thie most grateful sens.ations of their hearts ; 
while dear Mr. Lgvely was quite as much affected 
as the prisoners themselves. Just then Mrs. Sparkish 
knocked at the door, and would rather abruptlj 
enter the room» that she might congratulate her son 
on this, not less merciful, than unexpected event* 
She flew directly to him, embraced him, and cried^ 
*^ Ob my child !** they wept together, for a consi- 
derable time. In short, we were all so affected, that 
immediately a very impressive silence took place. 

Wor^ No wonder that you were all so exceedingljT 
overcome. — How could you proceed ? 

Loroeg, Sir, at length I mustered together all the 
spirits I had left, and gave them a short exhortation 
on the evil tendency of a coirupted heart, and its 
horrid effects, unrestrained by grace; cauti(ming 
them, lest the same vicious principle should, after a 
while, prompt them to a similar practice to tiieir 
eternal ruin, both of body and soul. 

After thid the keeper requested of me, that I would 
give an address to the rest of the x^risoners, an4 
while I was about to oflfer up another prayer, the un- 
der sheriff, with great civility said, <^ Sir, I am sorry 
to interrupt you, but according to my office, it is 
necessary that I should be punctual to the time.'' 
And directly the executioner was ordered to proceed. 
Sam Blood, at that time, was walking about with 
his priest, perfectly inattentive to all that passed* 
with us, muttering their prayers, and crossing 
themselves, stfter their superstitious customs ; even 
while we were at prayer, they would behave with 
equal inattention and disrespect. And when the sheriff 
came to address the priest, telling him that the time 
was now come, he said, ^' Sir, Mr. Blood is now 
perfectly prepai*ed for death, according to the rules 
of the Catholic Church ;" and while the executioner 
was taking the cord to bind his arms and hands to« 
gether, the under sheriff catched the opportunity to 
say to him^ <^ that he hoped he confessed that his 



sentence was just ; he abruptly answered, «< I have 
confessed all 1 shall confess, to the priest, and that 
is enough ;** and when he further said, ^* I hope yon 
are a true penitent for all your past offences !" hte 
answer was, ** 1 have done penancet according to the 
rules of the only true church, and am determined to 
die in that faith. If 1 had turned heretic, 1 suppose 
I should hare been pardoned as well as the rest.'* 

Grieved at his ignorance, I attempted to speak to 
him, for the last time, though I made two efforts be« 
fore, but he always walked off sulky and reserved. 
*— The priest immediately interrupted me ; and with 
a considerable, degree of sharpness and acrimony, 
gave me to understand, that it is unlawful for their 
people, to bear any thing from those who are of the 
protestant religion ; or to hold any argument with 
them, which they conceived to be heretical, as being 
contrary to the faith of the infallible Catholic Church. 

War. In what a dreadful state of mind this poor 
fellow went into the eternal world ! 

Loveg, Oh, Sir ! it could not be worse. Soon' 
afterwards he was conducted by the under sheriff and 
the executioner into the cart^ his coffin being sent 
before him down stairs, and his priest went with him 
to the place of execution. He left the prison appa- 
rently quite hardened and sullen. And as we stopt 
this morning in town, a little time after the execution, 
by report, we have every reason to fear, thathedietf 
in the same horrid state of mind, in which he had 
lived all the days of his life. 

¥Far» And yet he conceived that he would be safe, 
because he had one of their priests at his elbow, ani 
that he died a papist. 

Loreeg. Had he been a Mahomedan, a Jew, or any 
thing but a Papist, I might have been able to have 
got at him : bat'suchislSe subtilty and craft of these 
Romish priests, that they shut lip the people's minds 
from alllnstruction, but what they choose to adminis* 
ter themselves, and send them thus deluded, and iin« 

nvcrted from sin, with a rotten confidence in their 
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priestly power^* to stand liefore the judgment-seat of 
Christ.* 

ffar4 But what became of the ordinary all this 
time? 

Loroeg* Sir, yon remember I told you before, that 
he had done his duty, as it is called, in the former part 
of the morning ;. and it was his design to have con- 
ducted them to the place of execution, but having 
been informed oi the respite, he did not suppose it 
'^as necessary for him to attend any'further : he is a 
very decent young man, but he wants the candour of 
the worthy Dr. Orderly. 

ffior. Did you stop long after Sam Blood was car- 
ried to execution ? 

Loveg. Oh Sir, we should have been glad if time 
would but have allowed lis to have stopped longer 
atill. I was highly pleased at what WUliam Frolic 
said, after all his present fear of death was over. 

Mrs. Wqt. Yon really think then, that his mind 
has been much softened by these events? 

Loveg. I hope so Madam ; but I have long learnt, 
not to draw hasty conclusions from appearances of 
this sort $ yet he really seemed to be more anxious 
that I should pray for the conversion of his hearty 
after he had heu*d the good news of his pardon, than 
he was before ; and as he said h^ could expect nothing 
less than to be transported, and that he well deserved 
it, yet that wherever he went, if he took the same 
evil heart with him, he should be liable to fall into 
the same evil ways, all the world over. 

Hen. And Sir, it was very affecting to me, to hear 
him confess how ill he had treated my poor Sister, 
almost ever since she has been his wife ; and how 
concerned he was at what my dear aged Father and 
Mother must have felt, since he has been connected 
with our family. He really wept more then, than at 

* Thongb lam satisfidd this no more than a just representation 
of the sad effects of popery upon the human mind, yet I by nd 
means conclude that all papists are equally vitiated and corrupt* 
ed, by that system they unhappily profess. 
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Any time before^ when he begged me to take home 
his most humble acknowledgments for all his past 
a*uel conduct and misbehaviour^ and that as he 
could not come and see any of them, he begged that 
they might come and see him, before he was sent 
abroad, that he might ask their pardon upon his 
bended knees $ and as to his wife, it were too much 
to expect that she would go with him iilto transpor- 
tation, at least, not till he had given some evidence, 
that his heart was truly changed, so as that she 
might depend upon this, that he would never treat 
her as he had done ; and that while he suffered for 
his crimes, he would do all in his power to make her 
happy in her settlement in those p^*ts, and that then 
he should be away from all such companions as had 
formerly drawn him aside. 

Loveg. Tes, and then he cried, which pleased me 
most of all, *• but none of these resolutions will ever 
do, if Grod does not change my hearty" adding, '^ Oh 
Mr. Lovegood ! pray, pray, above all things, tibat 
God would change my heart !** 

Wor. One would hope that he could not have 
expressed himself in such language, without some- 
what of the grace of God. But how did Ned Sparkish 
appear ? 

Loveg. Why sir, he could make a number of vows 
and i*esolutions, but he soon began asking his Mother 
about different people in the neighbourhood ; and that 
as he was now to live, he should want some fresh 
clothes while he was in gaoL I am greatly afi*aid 
that all his repentance will evaporate with his fears. 

Hen. Ah Sii* ! but that which affected us as much 
as any thing before, was what Mr. Lovely did. 

War. Whatever he does is done so much like him- 
self, that I beg we may hear it. 

Lovtg. [Takes out his watch.] Oh Sir, it is past 
eight o'clock, I must hasten home : what will Mrs. 
Lovegood think of me ? 

War. Can't you stop a quarter of an hour longer. 
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and tell the rest of your story ? Mrs. Lovegood knows 
you are in good hands. 

Loroeg* Oh Sir, I begin exceedingly to want re- 
tirement, after so much fatigue of body and mind ; 
especially as it is Saturday eyening. 

Wot. Well Sir, we would not press upon your 
spirits, or your time ; we'll wait till Monday, when 
yoii always come to see us, I wish you would bring 
Mrs. Lovegood and the children oftener than you do. 

Loroeg. My good Mary is frequently obliged to 
act a Martha's part ; and children are apt to be 
troublesome guests. 

War, Perhaps Mr. Henry, after you have seen 
your Father, you may hare something more to com- 
municate respecting William Frolic ^ if so, we shall 
be glad to see you at the same time. 

Hen» Somehow Sir, it seems quite impertinent in 
me, to come so often to your house ; though you are 
so condescending to invite me. 

Mrs. Wor. And Mr. Henry, let me also invite your 
wife to scttend you : you have married into a very 
wopthy family. 

Hen. Indeed I have Madam, and have reason to 
Vbxoik God for it. Mr. and Mrs. Considerate are 
very excellent people; 

Wor. Mr. Henry, as I like to have my friends 
about me, I beg that you will request them to be <^ 
ihe party. 

'Hen. Sir, as they generally come by our house^ 
dqwn the hill from Mapleton to Brookfield Church, I 
will tell them of your kind invitation. I dare safr 
they will be very happy to accept it. 

Mrs. Mer. Let me request also, that dear old Mr. 
LitUeworth may be one of the party. — How my dear 
husband ^delighted to talk with him, and to talk 
about him ! 

Hen. Oh Madam, his want of education always 
keeps him back from such invitations. 

Mrs. Wot* . I beg you will bring hixn* We are 

Y031. xu. ^ 
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duurmed at the plain, unaffected simpHeity of liis 
manners : it is quite a treat to us. 

Hen* Madam, I will tell him of your kind invita- 
tion, but we cannot well be both absent from ikt fiinn 
at the same time, about this season of the year. 

Loveg. Come Mr. Henry, we must be going, and 
as we walk together through the park, I am ready to 
attend you. [They all depart till Monday.} 
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LITTLEWORTH. 
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TUB writer of these dialogues^ begs to apologia 
for his old and useful friend^ Thomas Newman^ 
who first introduced himself into hi3 imagination; as 
it respects his fears, a little selfish I confess, lest 
Mr. LoYegood should be made the Archbishop of 
Canterbury."^ His mind was perfectly correct; 
his ideas of the distribution of such high ecclesias- 
tical preferments, were not only as honourable to the 
state, as tiiey were respectful to the characters who 
should be promoted to receiYe them* 

Who then can presume tQ (5ast a second smile on the 
simple supposition, as it originated with this honest 
peasant, that such a man. as Mr, LoYegood should 
be thus preferred:— a Minister so truly pious and 
deYoted to God ; with so much judgment and wisdom $ 
with so much purity and integrity ; with so much 
simplicity and godly sincerity : so completely de- 
liyered from all the fleshly wisdom of the world $ 
who could address a coun|a*y congregation with such 
loYely familiarity, and yet witltsuch solemn dignity^ 
so as to make the wisest to wonder, and the most 
unlettered to understand ; who could reason, alarm, 
allure, as the subject required : in short, who had 
no fault but his OYer-modesty ; while at the same 
time> be was possessed of eYery ability^ capable df 

« • See Dlalogoe II. 
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rendering him tenlj splendid and gveat. At one 
time a Paul in argument ; then an ApoUos in ^- 
qilence ; next a Peter in hold simplicity ; and at 
other times, not less a John in dnld-like familiarity ; 
on the one hand, when the language of a Boanerges 
was necessary ; such a son of thunder was he, that 
his auditory would stand tremhUng before him, struck 
with astonishment and holy awe ; and when the balmy 
language of a Barnabas was required, he prov^ 
such a son of consolation also, as tiiat no man living 
was better x[uaUfied to bind up the broken hearted, 
with so much tenderness and love* 

Notwithstanding Thomas Newman's selfishness^ 
who would not wish for at least episcopal honours^ 
on behalf of such a man of Grbd as this ? — ^Happy 
therefore, shall I be, if this slight sketch of a cha- 
racter so great and good, might be the means of 
making known his excellent worth, saas that he may 
be called to fill the next vacant Bishopric, whether 
great or small ; and long in that situation may he 
five, to lay his hallowed hands, on many wise heads, 
with upright hearts, who shall prove themselves 
^^ workmen that need not be ashamed," to the honour 
and credit of the established Church, and to the salva-* 
tiori" of thousands, who love to worship within her 
sacred walls. 

One circumstance I acknowledge, I fear may ope- 
rate against such high preferment, being conferred 
on such a man, however eminent and good. It must 
be observed, that he rather made a breach in his 
accustomed ecclesiastical good manners, while by 
the imperious command of a hungry starving com- 
pany of sinners, he was compelled to make use of an 
assembly-room, when it was not in his power to pro- 
cure a Church. What could he do, what must others 
of the regular Clergy do under the like devotedness 
of spirit, under the same fervent desire for the salva- 
tion of souls ? Let charity under the like feelings 
plead their cause, before a contracted spirit^ pre- 

mes to condemn. # 



Doubtless the Rev. Mr. Bell weather ^ill make 
known the crimes of this ecclesiastical delinquent, 
far and wide ; let envy» like the serpent, lick the 
file^ as long as its envenomed tongue can last. Mr. 
Loyegood is still the same, while his yery &ult9 prove 
his fitness for the episcopal office. Give him but a 
Bishopric, and he can command all the Churches tn 
his diocese at his will : he wants but scope equal to 
his wisdom and zeal, and then he will act regularly 
in course ; and under such a call, at least as I con^ 
jecture, may we not ask the question, where shall 
we find tiie Bishop upon earth, however warmed by 
his indefatigable zeal; though like Bishop Jewels 
\fho wished to die preaching ; who shall outshine 
the character of Bishop Lovegood, in his unwearied 
labours for the salvation of souls? Oh that such 
heavenly-minded m^i, may never be wanted to fill 
that sacred office in our British Sion ! then shall the 
Church be blessed indeed, while men, so truly great 
and good, shall be made the instruments of conferring 
ilie solemn character on others also, not less diligent 
and devoted than the renowned, though retired, vicar 
of Lower Brookfield himself. 

Sorry am I, that my kind readers have now to he 
in the company of this excellent servant of QoA for 
the last time. That the lovely peasant, Thomas 
Newman, that the simple-hearted Farmer Little- 
worth, his truly converted son Henry, his worthy 
isister Nancy, Mrs. Traffic, ..and their family, the 
judicious Mr. Considerate, and liis family, the plain 
and honest Mr. Steadyman, the truly catholic and 
mild-spirited dissenting minister, Mr. Peaceful, the 
deeply wounded, and contrite Mrs. Chipman, the 
serious and reflecting Mr. Reader, the most amiable 
and delightful Mr. and Mrs. Lovely, the pleasant 
and lively Mr. Merryman, and the very admirable 
and respectable family of the Worthys ^-^sorry I 
am to say, that after this last dialogue, tiiey are to 
upmar dio more. And let sueb charactersi held forth 



dS6 DXiXOGVS X£TXI« 

as a wamingy whieh have been brought foFward as^a 
contrast to their exodlent qualiftcatiotts^ yanish from 
our imaginations without regret. 

And shoald the writer of these dialogues hare so 
conducted himself » as that he can be followed bj his 
readers, even to the last page of the publicfliioay 
wiliiout a nod ; while they are read as an eveaiiis'o 
entertainment, even to a late hour, he shall not regret 
the many late hours he also has spent, in prosecntiiig 
ike work ; and especially if any of hia dear nauder s, 
should be broi^t near to God theveby • 

The general invitalions given at the conclusion of 
the last dialogue, brought, on the Monday^ to the 
family repast of tiie hospitable Mr. Worthy, the 
fbllowing guests: Mr. Lovegood, Mr. and Mrs. 
Consid^^te, and Fa;7mer Litti^orth. After the ae- 
customed how do ifiu do salutations, the good oM 
liEarmer thus began. 



Far. An^ please your honour, my dear child 
Harry, did insist upon it that I siMNiId come to^day^ 
agreeably to yoixr himoor'H invitation, and tliat he 
WQuId-stay at home at ^is busy tim^ 1^ mud the 
fiurm, espeoiatty as my poor daughter has got a tetter 
firam her Irasband^ which old Nelly Trot broufbt from 
4fae post-ofice to onr house yo^berday, after we re- 
fumed ikm BrooUdd Church |**^4md I Aould be 
very glad of a littleof your honour's good advice uponi 
jAe suljeet* Poorfi^ow ! hewrileain averylMwiblu 
style. What a m^y it will be, if the Lord bnqgs 
about tile salvation oi his soul, by titesosere att$^« 
tisHs !' 

ITfae farmer gives Mr. W^arihy the tetterO 

Wbr^ Mrr Litdew^^ woidd^y ou vriidi me toii^ad 
itojit? 

Ar. &U yes Star, I ^ouldKke^thatMrw Con^ 
dtnwte^ andoor Minister may hear it, that we iM^^ 
consult together. [The letfi^p is read to fhi^ company.] 



'< My beak wiFBy 

^< Too must hi^Ye heard firom ymv brotber 
Henrfy how my wicked and onwoitby life has been 
preserved^ by tiiat worthy gentkniaiiy Mr. Lorely, 
the high-sh^ff who brought us a paydoii firom the 
Judge/ just when we were aU orden^ to prepare fto* 
Am^* What a merciful man Mr. LoTely has prei^d 
himself to be ! And as to Mr. Loiisegood, oh that I 
had not despised him as I have done ! &r I am 8ui« 
in despuniig such men, I have been seating at M^ht 
my own good, all my days. I now see and ftot it 
was through the most vile wickedness of my heart, 
that the whole of my life has beMi so abomimibly 
pvwfane. What Mr. LoTOgood preaches fr«»n the 
pulpit^ I now know nMist be true ; and tiie fitith of 
his preoeldnghas beenso set before us in the wondep- 
fhl change tt^ has appeared on your PaHier, your 
Broth^9 land your Sister Nancy, as dkoidd shame 
iis, while we camiot but admire what the grace of 
God has wrought on them^ 

Ob ! my dear Patty, let me entreat you no longer 
to be regardless of what your good old fiittier has to 
say. Do not griev« his heart, do not sendf him any 
more, as we haye oflen done, with tears of sorrow t^ 
his bed, by neglecting^ faaudy prayer^ and by deuspi- 
sh^his good adirice. I kaofw he was right, smd that 
wewere wrong; tellhim I h^ his pardon in tt^ most 
humble manner, for all thai I have dose to gri&re 
Jhim ; beg your aged, mother also to forgive me, and 
your bro^l^ to pray (w me. Oh^ wbrt a happrlife 
lie has led, eoice God has chon^gedhisheavt! and bow 
eomlbrtable ho and hm wife, live togetiMr!«.-an4 we 
might have been quite as happy as iak^jf if iihad not 
been through our own wicked nalures^ whofely w^ 
havebeea Bving in such peipetaaL and sbaoeid^iieM 
gleet, of aK the waysi of a h<dy life.>^it mm on H^ 
account, my dear vhie^ that I so frequency used^ wn 
smelly, and wi& so nmch unkisd n^lect; wiito^l 
had to ]run.aftet e^eij abomiMMe evU, fiur vadiriti^t 
.Hut WW I most bmnbly rvqaost yofir &r0iv^48^ ibk* 
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what is passed. And oh ! that Grod would change 
both your heart and mine, that if we are permitted 
to live together agaiii^ we may lire to see better days 
than erer we hare seen yet. 

Though my Hfe has been spared, yet my circum- 
stances are ruined by my folly. TransportAion, I 
confess, I well deserre : and as to myself, I had ra- 
ther be sent abroad, if I work as a slare, that I may 
get out of the reach of my wicked companions, l^t 
I should be drawn into sin again, by those who can 
never cease from sin, till God shall change their 
hearts. 

Now my dear wife, I would not wish to bo so cruel 
as to desire you to go into banishment with me, un- 
less I had some hope that God has so far giren me to 
abhor my past life, so as, that I shall not be permit^ 
ted to return into my old ways of sin again. 

I am ashamed to desire you to consult with yotti* 
fkther, how far he would adyise you to this step ^ no 
^vonder if he should at once determine that you never 
should go with such an abominable wretch as I have 
been : nor will I ask it, but as during my future con- 
tinuance in this land, I should give evidence that my 
repentance is sincere. But remember my dear Patty, 
that you are my wife ; and that if God, in great mer- 
cy, should bless us both with his converting grace, 
ns it is with your brother Henry and his wilEe, so you 
and I shall be happy wherever we may be sent. 

I have only one request further to make to you, my 
dear wife ; I beseech you at all times, to go with your 
'worthy father to Brookfield Church : do not let youL* 
sister Polly keep you back ; her laughing and scoff- 
ing at veligion, did me a deal of harm. Surely deai; 
Mr. X^ovegood is one of the best men that ever livedo 
Jiis exhortations and prayers among the poor prisoners 
*will never be forgotten : he appeared more like an 
angel than a man. [Here BJr. LoK^ood qjAgA, 1 
cannot stand all this, and was goiiig» to lea^e the 
iH>om j Mr. Worthy stopt him by saying, there was 
scarce » fixie more aftout him, as f he Mtj^ tvjis just 
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finished ;] and hj all accounts of his preaching in the 
assembly room, it had such an effect upon the people 
of the town^ as never was known before ; and they 
are very much grieved that all the Clergy did not ask 
him to preach in their churches, but I fear it was their 
wicked envy that prevented them, while the bad lives 
of too^many of the Clergy, greatly hardened me ia 
my wicked ways. 

Present him with my most dutiful respects ; tell 
him I hope I shall never forget his good advice, to the 
day of my death ; and believe me to be, my dear wife,, 
though once your very cruel, yet now, I trust. 

Your truly penitent 

And affectionate husband, 

WiijiiAM Frolic. 

TTar. Really Sir, I should hope that the grace of 
Ood has reached the young man's heart after alL*— 
He confesses himself in language very becoming his 
situation. 

Far. Oh Sir ! I hope the Lovd in mercy has met 
with him at last. It cost me many a tear befcure I 
could read his letter through : to be sure, there is a 
wonderful difference in the wild blade; nothing is too 
hard for the Lord. But I don't know what to say 
about my daughter's going with him into transporta- 
tion: my poor wife is desperately afraid, lest he should 
turn back again into his old ways, and then the poor 
girl would be miserable, all the days of her life. 

Chnsid. Very true Mr. Littleworth ; I would by 
no means determine upon any thing hastily. He has 
had enough to make him penitent for a whUe. If his 
repentance be genuine, it will be evidenced by his 
^' bringing forth fruits, meet for repentance ;" but I 
think much should depend njpon the feelings of your 
daughter's own mind. 

Far. Why, I believe the poor silly girl loved him 
very much, and that was the cause of all her trou- 
bto ; and she would be williiig to go with hiii\f if s)m 
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could ttiaroughly depend ygon it^ that he is an altea*- 
cdman. 

tkniM* Under such cyneumstances, I would adYise 
your daughter, by all means, to go with hUn ; I think 
their separation from each otiier, might be attended 
with badconsequMces. Besides, what is the way of 
duty i they are united for life ; we have no right 
even to propose a separation, while they are willing 
to continue in connexion witb each other : and from 
his present broken and contrite state of mind^ we hare 
much reason to hope that his repentance may be sin- 
cere ; and if God in mercy does the same for her, they 
will be happy all the world over. 

Far. Though I should be sorry to have my daugh* 
ter so far from home, if she has not been the child I 
could have wished, yet I know that he wUl be in much 
less danger, if he were to be sent abroad, than if he 
were to continue within ttie reach of his rakish com- 
panions about home ^ and be says the same in his let- 
ter to Patty. 

fFor. But his staying in this country is quite out 
of the question : thwk God, tiiat his life haa been 
spared | and what justice still demands, he well de- 
;serves : there is nothing left but that we do our best 
for him, tUlhe is sent abroad, and by that time we shall 
better understand the real state of his mind, and shall 
be able to detenmne, how far it may be advisaable 
for your daughter to attend him, or not, [To Mr. 
Lovegood.] Gome Sir, let us have alittle of j<mt 
advice on this occa£doib*—wha^ makes you so silent f 

Lffv^i: OhSirf what I only meant as private family 
service and pra^r, I find by William Frolic's letteav 
is taken feir piiblie preaching aU the town ovw : but 
if the peio^ wouldt come in, how could I prev^t 
ttent? 

Ww. What., are you frightened at Mr. Bellwea- 
ther's letter ? are you afraid of a citation lo the S|^- 
ritual court f or^ioie you^ sof^y you did so much good 
in the town? 

io^eff. Oh Sir f I dM'tkaow what to say to iU 



(kmsid. Sir, from your own good sense, yoa must 
be satisfied that mere places are all the same before 
tile eternal Grod ; and that there is no diflTerence 
where good is done, proTided it be done, whether in 
a ball-room, or a play-house, a meeting-house, a ca- 
thedral, or a bam. 

Far* As our dear Minister preached with such 
wonderful success in the assembly-room, he shall be 
lieartOy welcome to preach in the large hall of our 
old house ; and, if that won't hold the people, I have 
a rare large bam, that will hold half the Parish, for 
I am sure the generality of the people in bur town, 
are in a desperate ignorant state ; and Thomas New- 
man will be clerk ; and pitch the tune, for^ he sings 
many a brave hymn while he is thrashing. 

Loveg. Sir, do let us wave the present conrersa- 
tion ; we can hit upon a better subject. 

Wtor* What can be a better subject than the great 
good you did in preaching in the assembly-room ? I 
am sure it was holy ground then, if it nerer was so 
before, when God was pouring dowii such an abund- 
ant blessing upon the hearers. But what do you 
mean by a better subject i ^ 

Loroeg. Oh ! the endearing conduct of Mr. Lovely. 

Ifbr. Tes, you promised to tell us more of this^ 
when you were obliged to leave us on Saturday eve- 
ning last. 

Mrs. Wor. I remember you left us full of expecta- 
tion about him ; I suppose it was some kind actions 
among the prisoners in the goal. 

Laroeg* Why Sir, while I was exhorting the prison- 
ers, and praying with them, Mr. Lovely was very 
inucb struck with the young man I mentioned to you 
on Saturday, who was in prison for debt, and who 
seemed to be so much more affected' *than any of the 
rest. Immediately he made inquiry from the gaoleF 
and others, respecting his circumstances : it seems 
his name was Hyde, and be discovered, ibat tiiough 
he might have got forward in a profitable line of bu- 
6iness> as a Currier, and was very decently educated^ 
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yet from a degree of miscondact, which arose more 
fi'om thoughtlesnessy than intentional wickedness^ 
and which had also laid him open to the Tillany of 
others, he was cast into prison hy the cruelty oi only 
one of his creditors, for a bond debt of a hundred 
pounds, and was thereby seperated from his wife and 
fimr children, who were all obliged to lire nearly a 
starving life, on a small jointure belonging to his 
wife's mother ; and because she would not gire up 
that to pay this mercenary creditor, he not only 
threw him into gaol, but was determined to. keep him 
there, notwithstanding the rest of his creditors were 
willing to accept thirteen shillings in the pounds 
with a promise to pay all the rest, should it eyer be 
in his power. 

¥fdr. Well, and as times go, this was an hcmour- 
able composition. No doubt but that such a story 
would immediately captivate the attention of the 
tender-l^rted Mr. Lovely, especially if he saw the 
young man broken and penitent under the evil of 
sin. And how did Mr. Lovely proceed ? 

Loveg. After we took leave of the prisoners, who 
fbUowed as with a thousand blessings, Mr. Lovely^ 
on JRnquiry, found that this cruel voracious creditoF^ 
was possessed of a lease which his old uncle had 
purchased at a low rate, many years ago, which now 
only depended on one old infirm life. It. seems the 
old miser was very fond of buying leases oi! this 
sort, if he could get them at a cheap rate, as he knew 
what their future advantages would be^ and by a 
clause in his will, Mr. Lovely is prevented from to- 
newing them, so that it is probable he will be twice 
as rich as his uncle was, notwithstanding his libe- 
i*ality, if he lives a few years longer. 

Wdr» Pray who was this hard hearted wretch ? 

Loroeg* Sir,, his name is Squeezer ; his fiunily, it 
seems, originaUy came from Grediton ; he is a patent 
screw maker ; and Mr Lovely would insist upon ife 
that I should go with him immmediately from the 
gaol to bis house. He did laot at first let him know 
who he was 5 only began after his mihj style ati4 
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maimer, to expostulate with him oo the iDJastice of 
attempting to extort from a poor widowy her daugh- 
ter and her children, that A^hioh in conscience he had 
no right to expect, or demand ; and that he ought to . 
accept the same compromise offered by the rest of 
the creditors. Supposing him to be some lawyer's 
clerk, that Mr. Hyde had sent to him, he began blus- 
teriog about, asking what business it was of his ? and 
declaring he would see him rot in gaol, unless he 
paid the whole of the debt, and the lawyer's expen- 
ses into the bargain. Im^nediatcly Mr. Lovely, fired 
in a manner I never saw him before,^ though I could 
not but admire the cause of his displeasure, yet I had 
my fears^ lest, contrary to thp natural suavity of his 
temper, he might have gone a little too far. He di- 
rectly told his name, while Mr. Squeezer colored up 
to his ears, and then added, '' Sir, 1 give you to un- 
derstand, that if you do^ not come into the comprom- 
ise with the rest of the creditors, I'll turn screw-ma- 
ker as well as yourself; and if you don't liberate the 
young man directly, who has been cast into prison 
byyour bond, as sure as you have a head, upon 
your shoulders, I'll screw you tight enough, by doub- 
ling and trebling your rent directly as the lease drops, 
or turn you and your screws into the streets." Mr. 
Squeezer said, " Sir I'll consider of it." Lovely fired 
again, " Sir, you shall have no time to consider of it, 
I'll have the young man out of prison before tbrcu 
o'clock,, at the very latest, as by then I must leave 
the town." 

JVori Well I must confess this was a delightful 
way of falling into a passion, on so good a cause. 
You know what St. Anthony discovered, that ther<; 
was no taking the devil by the nose, but with a pair 
of tongs } and how did matters succeed ? 

Loveg. Sir, within about an hour afterwards, all 
things were completely settled, and his discbarge was 
actually procured. The yopng man wanted to run 
home to bis wife and family directly ; for though be 

> 

* I belieye he was angry and sinned ndt.^ 
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had been thoughtless and giddy, yet he was of an 
affectionate disposition. However, Mr. Lovely in- 
sisted upon it, that be and his family, should come 
and dine with him at the inn. as he wanted to give 
them all some farther advice ; atid to see the rapture 
and astonishment of the vouth, while he followed his 
kind deliverer to the inn, is not to be described. Mr. 
Lovely ordered a plentiful repast, and sent a note to 
the young man's wife and her nK>ther, requesting 
their attendance^ as they might hear of something 
considerably to their advantage. 

Jtfr5. \\ or. "What a mt-eting this must have been ! 

Loveg. Quite as affecting as any we had before in 
the gaol, though of a very different sort. After the 
young man had been with us about a quarter of an 
hour, the mother and daughter, and her two children 
Came in — the daughter, the young man's wife, ran to 
her husband, and cried " Oh my dear ! what are you 
here ? Tell me how it was that you could get out of 
prison !" He answered, " That dear gentleman has 
procured me my release." She immediately cried, 
*' Oh Sir ! who are you ? whcican yoji be.*^ I heard it 
was Mr. Lovely, the sheriff, who has procured a par- 
don for two of the poor criminals wlio were to have 
been executed this day — are you that gentleman.^ 
He answered, "Yes Madam, my name is Lovely ; 
but you must compose your mind, and after dltiner, 
which is coming up directly, I have to give you and 
3'our husband some farther advice, for your future 
good." 

Wor, But what were the mother's feelings on this 
occasion ^ 

IjOvcg*S\Y^ ihotigh I am neither a dreamer of 
dreams, nor an interpreter of dreams, »or in the ge- 
neral, a believer in dreams, yet I was much surprised 
to hear the old lady cry, after a solemn pause, " That 
was the very gentleman I saw the night before lastin 
my dream, who came to me, and said he was going 
to bring my son-in-law out of gaol ; and that they 
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weuld he a very happy couple for the time to come : 
aiid when he appeared to be going from me, I thought 
U was Ueriainly an A.ngel." 

ffor. She really was uot far beside the mark ; for 
Qo man living deserves to be taken for an Angel, 
more than he. But 1 remember he acted the same 
paft oqce before, when he released a poor creature, 
whom his great uncle had confined. 

Loveg. Yes Sir, hut with this difference ; that 
poor man had a sort of a claim upon him, haying 
been tbrowQ into ^aot by the extortionate disposition 
of his uncle, while he possessed the property ; but this 
unfortunate youth, had no sort of claim upon him, 
but upon his humanity. 

PFor. And that is the best claim after all. But 
what did he dp with hi in afterwards f 

Loveg. Oh Sir, he first gave him some most 
solemn cautions and admonitions, against that giddy 
and thoughtless turn of mind which had, in a great, 
measure, been the cans-' of his failure in the world ; 
and then, most afiectionately. recommended him to 
seek for the power and grace of God upon his heart, 
whereby alone he could be made " sober and tem- 
perate in all things." That all he could do would 
be of no avail to make him happy, unless he was 
possessed of that b«avenl^ wisdom, and sedateness 
of miad, which was the constant concomitant of the 
grace of God upon the soul He next gave a similar 
exhortation to his wife, at the same time putting into 
her bands, Witherspoon's Essay on Ilegeneratiop, 
beseeching her that she would not cease to pray to 
God, till she found the same change was wrought in 
her, which she vtrould find so well described in that 
book ; that glorious change being the only ground- 
work, on which the good of our future conduct could 
depend. Then he advised them both to put their 
shoulders to the same burden ; observing that if they 
paid due diligence to their business, their business 
would duly pay them for their attention. He next 
look eat bis pocket book, and satd, " Sir» you want 
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something to begin your business anew— -here is fifty 
pounds for you, and as I wish you to go to work di- 
rectly^ having given you one fifty, I shall lend you 
fifty more ; nor shall I hastily demand the debt, ifyoa 
are more attentive, industrious, and diligent for the 
time to come. 

Comid, With what wisdom, zeal, and liberafity, 
this incomparable young gentleman conducts him^ 
$eir in all his noble acts of charity ! what Minister 
upon earth could have giveu better advice, as it re- 
lates to our social and relative connexions through 
life ! 

fVor, [To Mr. Lovegoqd.j Why Sir^ he quite 
took your office as an exhorter out of your hands. 

Loveg. ludeed Sir, none of us had power to say 
a single word, we were all so struck dnd surprised. 
And it was much more consistent that he should 
give the advice, by whose liberality the young man 
was redeemed ftom ruin, and restored to the enjoy- 
ment of the comforts of life, from which he was so 
cruelly debarred. But I have not told you all yet. 
While his poor wife was weeping with astonishment 
and surprise, quite overcome with gratitude, he im- 
mediately cried, . " Madam, you must not be so 
downcast — I was OBce afiicted by some family dif- 
ficulties as well as yourself: drink another glass of 
wine, and see how that reads.'' She attempts \\ and 
fails. He cries, ^' Madam, it is only another twenty 
pound Bank-note from Mrs. Lovely ; she is one of 
the most tender-hearted women on the earth, and 1 
should be sure to have one t^f her good-natured lec- 
tures, if 1 did not communicate a present from her 
to 3'ou." And this most elegant and affectionate 
method of administering relief, instead of drying 
our eyes, affected us more than ever. And just then, 
one of the little children Who came with the mother 
to meet the husband, not capable of understanding 
the cause of our being so affected, ran to the mother 
and cried, "Old Squeezer sha'ut send my dear papa 
again to gaol f^ expressing its grief in such affecting 
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language as might be expected from a child, who 
JQ$t began to feel a parent's worth, and a parent's 
grief. This put Mr. Lovely in mind of another 
method of displaying his easy, pleasant way of gratis 
fying the feelings of his most generous heart. He 
called the little child to him, aind said, *< No my 
dear, Old Squeeter sha'nt take away your dear papa 
any more : and here is some money for you to buy a 
great strong lock and key, to lock old Squeezer out, 
whenever he comes your way," thereby putting five 
guineas more into their possession. 

Mrs, Wer. What a princely milid he has ! I wisif 
bis generosity may not out-run his income ! 

Laveg. Ob no Madam, when I ventured to give 
him a cneck, he said that as their family expenses did 
not equal half his fortune, as a plain, retired, though 
hospitable way of living suited them best, such occa- 
sional exertions were by no means beyond his income : 
and that he should make it up a round hundred be« 
foce he left town : so he sent for Mr. Workman, the 
dissenting Minister, as he heard he was very cKligeut, 
while others were very lazy in preaching the gospel 
in the villages to those parts, and gave him five pounds 
for the poor« five pounds to assist him isiiis itinerant 
expenses, and ten pounds for himself, as he found his 
family larcre, and tbe congregation that supported 
bim, principally among the poor. 

Wor* Noble! He forgot Mr. Beiweather I suppose? 

Loveg. Yes Sir, and we had better all forget him, 

Mrs. fVor. What a delightful youth ! and they say 
bis other uncle, notwithstanding his displeasure about 
bis marriage, means to make him his heir ; if so, it 
will fall into excellent hands; If you have any thing 
more to say about him, let us hear all you can. 

Loveg. I recollect nothing farther than thttt Mr. 
Cater, the inn-keeper's son, who was so much af- 
fected, and more so, when he waited on us during our 
last dinner.; that he would sacrifice all his expecta- 
tions, provided he might but follow him wherever he 
went ; that if be were only permitted to be his foot-? 



298 DIAL0017B XJUVII. 

man, or even his shoeblac)£, be should be glad to 
serve bim, especialljr as living, in such a public linej 
though not an unlawful oecupation in itself, yet as it 
still exposed him to so many temptations, he telt him* 
self exceedingly anxious to relinquish it, as soon as he 
could. 

fVor. I'll warrant he added him to his train. 

JLoveg. I believe not : be advised him by alt means 
to continue in the same situation, as decent and or- 
derly inns, were a great accommodation to the pablic. 

fFor. 1 am Ccld, he has manifested the same bene-' 
volent disposition towards bis present housekeeper, 
since he has come to Ms fortune ; that she was a per- 
son of a very respectable character ; and though she 
brought her husband a decent fortune, and had two 
children by him, yet the worthless villain submitted 
to the intrigues pf a female servant, wbereby^her rnio 
was completely accomplished. 

Coneid What astonishing evils acise from thes^ 
adulterous amours ! , 

fVor. Sucb was the case in this instance ; for this 
artful wretch persuaded the man to forsake the house 
where th^y then were, and live at a distance, as he 
bad the fortnpe of this unhappy woman, to live upon 
as they liked. Thugjbts monster of a fellow, left his 
wife and two children witboui a si^le shilling for 
their support. 

Far. What deviJi in humao shape some people are! 

War, Directly hovfever as Mr* Lovely heard of 
Ibis story, he sent for the forsaken woman,, treated 
ber more like a. sister than a servant, and provides 
for the chiklren ajso. 

Mrs. Mer. The lord bless him with . a thousand 
times mone ! I never shall fori^t the many anxious 
intuiries he sent after my dear husband^ while he 
was ill ; afiid when he came to condole with me after 
my heavy loss, dear man, he could not speak a word 
without a tear. 

Lioveg, Nq wonder at it, dear Madam ; tbey were 
Undred spirits a& far as dear Mr. Mexryman's ciream* 



stlances would allow. After his heart was under the 
/tifluences of divine grace, he Was quite another 
Lovely. Whatever he did, was done with such siiii- 
plkrftyand leal, and devotedness to Cod, as perhaps 
in so short a time, was scarce ever exempUfied before. 

Mr9. Mer. Ah me ! I twice told him, that if he 
went on so fast, we should have scarcely enough to 
pay our weekly housekeeping accounts; and three 
tiroes over dear Mr. Lovely sent us ten pounds to be 
distributed among the poor, just about the time when 
bis generous heart had led hira a little beyond the 
.mark. And I must cofkfess that my religious educa- 
tion only mstructed me to be decent, till I saw the 
wonderful effects of real religion upon my dear hus- 
band^s heart. (A deep sigh fetches a tear.) Oh my 
iossi I cannot talk any more about him. 

Wor, W^ must out of respect to my daughter's 
feelings, suspend the present conversation, and in- 
quire if you have any thing farther to relate about 
this amiable pair. 



While the company were thus occupied in conver- 
sation respecting these delightful youths, they were 
surprised by an express sent by Mr. Lovely to Brook- 
field-hal], announcing the death of his rich uncle of 
Grediton ; and that though he had left a large portion 
of his ill-gotten wealth to bad women, and base- 
born children, yet that the greater part of the family 
estate, which at least doubled his former income, was 
bequeathed to him. 

The purport of the express was to request a speedy 
interview, that he might be favoured with the advice 
of Mr. Worthy, and blessed with the prayers of Mr. 
Lovegood, as he felt how much he needed both of 
wisdom and grace, to expend all this accumulated 
wealth to the glory of God.' 

The reader may easily judge what a large field 
again opens before us by this new event, for other 
dialogues, Such wealth, in such hands, and under 
sth:h circumstances, could not but produce matter 
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for fresb volomes, of the most pleasing and mterest* 
iDg detail : but where then shall we end ? I fear^ 
lest these my draBEiati€ attenptSi should swell beyond 
the size of an easy purchase. Rather then kt.the 
Reader's imagination be left with some farther scop^ 
for the exercise of his contemplative faculties, on all 
such displays of mercy and benevolence, in which 
such a delightful .youth would naturally abound. All 
is summed up in one passage from the sacred word, 
and with that passage I close the scene, and give my 
kind and patient Readers, an affectionate adieu. 
^* Finally brethren, whatsoever things ace. true, what- 
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if there 
be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these 
things — and the God of peace shall be with you.'' 
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